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er was but a very little time after 
ROWS | WS the Sun with his returning Beams 
bad begun to chear this part of the 
n Globe, when the two beautiful 
Friends Si iviana and Areliſe quit- 
=== tcd their Bed, and went into the 
VASAT: Apartment of Urania ; which they 
bound that Lady was juſt ready to 
leave, in order to pay them that 
Civility ſhe now recieved from them. As ſhe was not 
accuſtomed to be wanting in theſe Kind of reſpects ſhe - 
excuſed herſelf in ſo nt and eeable a manner, 
that thoſe to whom ſhe made her logy were infi- 
nitely pleas'd to have prevented her defigned Complai- 
ſance; ſince it furniſhed her fine Genius with a new Op- 
portunity of diſcovering itſelf, ſo much to the Improve- 
ment and Delight of the Heaters. 
Vor. IV, B Bur 
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Bur Urania fearing, the ſame Thing might happen 
to her with Celemena, would not prolong the Conver- 
ation; and taking both their Hands, led them to that 

Lady's Chamber, where they were immediately join'd 
;-+ Felicia, Hortenſia, Julia, Camilla, and Florinda: © 

Wen the firſt Compliments were over, Confeſs now, 
faid Ce/emena, addreſſing herſelf to Areliſe, that but for | 
the Pain your Abſence inflicts on a Perſon juſtly dear to 
you, you would not wiſh to be in any other Place than 
this. I have ſeldom known Ce/emena miſtaken,  reply'd 
that beautiful Lady, with a Bluſh which a double 
Luſtre to her Charms; and I do not in the leaſt diſſem- | 
ble, when I proteſt, that if one Attachment at Paris | 
were join'd to thoſe I find here, there wou'd. be nothing 
could add to my Happineſs. | 

I undERSTAND you, ery'd Urania, embracing her, and 
whenever the Day arrives which ſhall unite you for ever 
with what you love, it will deprive me of an unfj 
able Satisfaction, if I am not permitted to be a Witneſs 
of your Felicity. 

For my Part, interrupted Si/viana, the Pleaſures of 
this Situation, and the Eſteem I have for this agreeable 
Society, have made me almoſt forget all other Engage- 
ments; and had it not been for the Diſcourſe of C- 

mana, there was more than a little Danger I ſhould have 
quite loſt the Memory of every Thing eſe. | ! 

On the infincere one! exclaim'd Areliſe laughing, but 
for your Puniſhment, I will inform the whole Company 7 
that your Heart is too full of Lifimond, to have any e 
in this Compliment. | * ; 

Wuar, cry'd Florinda haſtily, is this men of © 
whom you ſpeak,” the ſame that gave Occaſion to that 
agreeable Argument on Self- Love, with which we were 
ſo delightfully entertained ? | | 
Ves, charming. Florinda, anſwer'd Areliſe, he was 
the Lover of Si/zjana for ſeveral Years without da- 
ring to declare himſelf as ſuch; not that he wanted 
any Requiſite to entitle: him to the Favour of a Maid 
of Quality: He is deſcended of a Family no leſs valued 

' In 


”- 
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in the World for a Thouſand ſhining Virtues, than for 
its antient Nobility : He is rich, amiable in his Perſon, 
kas a fine Underſtanding, improved by all the Helps of 
Education; and what is yet above all theſe, he is a Man 
of ſtrict Honour and Morality. But all theſe Perfecti- 
ons were not ſufficient to make him hope the Preference 
among ſuch a Number of Adorers, as were continually 
about Silviana, He found himſelf indeed treated by 
her with particular Marks of Diſtinction; but as a true 
Paſſion is always timid, he imputed them only to her 
Civility, and trembled in diſcloſing his Affection, he 
ſhould loſe the Regards he now obtained from her as an 
mdifferent Acquaintance. 

In this Manner did he paſs over more than three 
Years, till perceiving none of his Rivals had the Secret 
to pleaſe her, he at length began to imagine there might 
be a Poſſibility one Day to convert the Eſteem ſhe now 
had for him into a more tender Paſſion ; he therefore 
reſolved to ſound the Bottom of her Sentiments, and 
for that Purpoſe took a Method, which, I believe you 
will think pretty extraordinary. He all at once with- 
drew his Aſſiduities, and affecting no more than a com- 
mon · Reſpect ſor S lviana, ſeem'd to ſtudy nothing more 
than to render himſelf agreeable to the young Meliſſa. 
who indeed wants no Charms to favour the Deceit. 
He was never from her at thoſe Times when he knew 
there would be many Witneſſes of his Viſits. He con- 
ſtantly attended her to the Txi//eries, the Ball, the Opera, 
and all publick Places; and without. mentioning the 
leaſt Word of a Paſſion for her, made every body ima- 
gine he was poſſeſt of the moſt violent one. This Arti- 

ce had the defired Effect; it not only diſcover'd to 
Silviana the Influence his Merits had gain'd over her, 
which till then ſhe was intirely ignorant of herſelf, but 
alſo made known to the tranſported Lover, that he had 
been far from indifferent to her. It was this Situation 
of Mind which gave Riſe to the Converſation you have 
heard concernipg Self Love, in which ſhe maintain'd ' 
with ſo much Wit and Spirit that her Jealouſy proceeded 

only from that Paſſion, 
| B 2 Bur 
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Bur that Diſcourſe was no ſooner over, than ſhe was 
convinced, as I had been long before, how much ſhe 
had been a Stranger to the true Poſition of her own 
Heart. Z:i/imond appear d at the End of the Walk, 
leading Melia; Silviana perceived them firſt, and with 
a viſible Diſcompoſure in her Countenance, Look there! 
cry'd ſhe; behold, how that Creature is dreſs'd to-day! Mt 
How unbecoming is every Thing about her! I wonder We 
how any body can think her tolerable. 
Ixxov not, anſwer' d I, laughing, whether my Self- 
Love is leſs clear- ſighted than yours, or whether I am 
naturally more juſt; but I proteſt to you, that I think 
I never ſaw her more agreeable than at this Inſtant ; 
and I aſſure you, ſhe always paſs'd with me for a Wo- 
man perſectly lovely. 

Ir may be ſo, reſumed ſhe, with ſome Heſitation in 


her Voice, and a Look, which let me know ſhe was 


not a little piqued at what I had ſaid; and was ſuffici- 
ent to confirm me in my former ConjeQures, that it 
was ing more than Vanity which made her fo 
_ Aſſiduities Liffmond had lately paid this 


By this Time we were ſo near each other, that it was 
- impoſſible for us to avoid them: Melia accoſted 81/- 
diana, with her uſual Freedom; but this Lady in return- | 
ing her Salutation, turn'd ſo extremely. pale, that the 
| demanded if ſhe were indiſpoſed, If 
her under the Arm, and was ſo ſenſible of what felt * 
Tk: hs mehr Ts Meter wad + Ov 
t to , reply'd to Mia, with a Coura : 
which it was eaſy to perceive ſhe took ſome — E 
aſſume, that ſhe had not been well for ſome Days, and 
that ſhe came out only to take the Air, it being one of 
the Remedies preſcrib'd by the Phyſicians. As ſoon aa 
ſhe had pronounced theſe Words, ſhe turned haſtily a- 
way, without attending to what either ſhe or Li/imond 
were going to ſay, or uſing any farther Ceremony to 


We left the Tuilleries directly, and ber Coach, 
Which waited at the Gate, carried us home, _— 


* 


(5) . 
her opting her Lips to ſpeak one Word to me: I was 
not much ſurpriaed at her Silence, nor pretended Indiſ- 
ſition, for I ſaw the Agitations of her Soul, and that 

Loan was become infinitely dearer to her than till 

that moment ſhe believed he was | | 

I x the mean time, that faithful Lover, who had but 
acted a part in Concert with Meliſſa, for whom he had 
nothing more than a perfect Eſteem, begg'd leave to 
quit her in order to follow Silviana, whoſe ſuppoſes 
Ilheſs had given him a diſquiet, that made him forget 
all the Indifterence he had Setermin'd to affect. 

Fas from oppoſing his deſign, that good · natur d Lady 
preſs'd the Execution of it, and preceiving ſome of her 
r in a diſtant Walk, ſhe went immediately 
to them, leaving him in the Liberty he deſit'd. He was 
at Selene amol as ſoon as we; but his Sight ſo 
ſudden, and ſo unexpected, threw her into fo violent a 
Surprize, that, wholly unable to withſtand theſe diffe- 
rent Emotions which all at once crouded into her Breaſt, 
ſhe fell motionleſs on the Couch ſhe was fitting on. 

I wa ſtrangely perplex'd at this Adventure, but my 
Aſtoniſhment kindred me not from having recourſe to 
all the Remedies proper for her Recovery, while Li, - 
non wus on his Rnees before her, with all the Symp. | 
toms of a Man abandon'd to deſpair, beating his , 
weeping and''kiffiing her Hands by turns, as variouſly 
agitated by his Love and Grief. 

Ou Cares at length brought her to herſelf; and 
the firſt Obje& that preſented itſelf to her returning 
Senſes being Zi/fmond at her feet, pouring forth his 
Soul in terms the moſt ſoft and pa e that Love 
can dictate, or that Wit can form; the regarded him 
with an Aſtoniſhment, which, I fear'd wou'd a ſecond 
time have overcome her Spirits: But this Surprize be- 
ing of a different Nature from the former, had a diffe- 
rent Effect: And after he had ſaid enough to remove all 
thofe Scruples, which had formerly given her fo much 
Diſquiet, , cty'd the, is it poſſible, that Muli a as 
n ſhare in your Aﬀections, and that it is Si,, 
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whom alone you love? I have never adored any other 
than you, anſwer'd he, nor did Nature ever produce 
Charms capable of making me forget yours one mo- 
ment lt is more then three Years that I have lan- 
| ply for you, I teſtify'd my Admiration of you as 
as the humility of my Paſſion wou'd uit; but | 
you vouchſafed not to underſtand me, I fear'd myſelf 3 
deſpiſed, and durſt not come to a farther Explanation ? 
therefore withdrew my Aſſiduities Melif is | 

my Kinſwoman, I made her the Confident of my | 
and my Deſpair. She adviſed me to declare myſelf; Þ 
but the dread of diſpleaſing you wou'd not ſuffer me | 
to take her Counſel ; and had not the extreme Inquie- 
tude, which I was ſeiz'd with at your telling us you 
were indiſpoſed, compelled me to follow you, in order 
to be more fully inform'd of the State of your Health, 
I know not whether I ſhould ever have aſſumed cou- 
. Tage to have attended you, without having receiv- 
ed ſuch Commands from yourſelf———-The Swoon you 
have been in, my Grief and Diſtraction to behold it, 
have now diſcovered the Secret of my Heart, you 
are in poſſeſſion of it diſpoſe me as you pleaſe. * 
InpeeD, reply'd Silviana, (with a Tranquillity which 
furprized me more than her former Diſcompoſure had 
done) you had ſaved yourſelf great part of thoſe In- 
. quietudes you complain of, had I been ſooner made ac- 
quainted with your Sentiments : it was impoſlible for 
me to gueſs what paſſed in your Heart, when I was ſo 
much a Stranger to my own, that, till the Pain I felt 
in the Change of your Behaviour towards me, and the 
Pleaſure which now re-animates me in this Confeſſion *' 
of your Love, I knew not that I had a tenderneſs for | 


Ve 


you twas Jealouſy, twas Love, twas the Joy of 3 


ſeeing you again, that threw me into the Condition I 
have been in: I am not accuſtomed to Emotions, ſuch 
as I have lately ſuſtain'd; and as I wiſh never to be in- 
, volved in the like, I accept your Heart, and receive, 
without Diſſimulation, the Faith your offer me. 


: ” 1 
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I am little able to deſcribe to you the Graces with 
which Silviana made this Declaration, but much leſs 


luce 

mo- to give you any adequate Idea of what the tranſported 
lan- Lifmond felt at ſo happy a Diſcovery. So I ſhall only 
| as ſay, that, after a thouſand Teſtimonies of the moſt in- 


violable Affection on both ſides, they agreed to be 
united for ever in the indiſſoluble Bonds of Hymen, as 
ſoon as Marine my Aunt ſhould return from Britany, 
where ſhe was gone on ſome Family affairs. This 
Lady had the care of Silviana's Education, her Mo- 
ther died while ſhe was yet an Infant, and the thought 
the Affection ſhe had ſhown in that Charge merited 
this Conſideration from her. I no ſooner heard this, 
than I wrote to my Aunt a Recital of the whole Ad- 
venture, who returned me an immediate Anſwer, that 
ſince her Abſence was all that retarded the Happineſs 
of ſo faithful a Pair, ſhe would make all poſſible haſte 
to Paris: we are in expectation of her in about three 
or four Days, and Liſimond ſet out to meet her on the 
way; and that gave us the opportunity of enjoying the 


— 1 5 Celemena has procured us. 

| INA now confeſſes, that her Jealouſy of Li- 
oh fimond proceeded from a motive very different from that 
ad of Self- love; and he, that his ſeeming Attachment to 
- Melia, was for no other end than to try what Ef- 
. fect it wou'd have on her. Si/viana made him ſome 
or Reproaches for this Stratagem: but with ſo much Wit 
lo an Tenderneſs, that he had no reaſon to complain. 
is | All doubts of Rivalſhip being now removed, Melia 
E | was ſent for to partake in their Contentment ; and this 
& | amiable Lady, who is ſhortly to be married to an inti- 
or 1 mate Friend of Liſimond's, brought with her, her in- 
of ; tended Spouſe; and never was a Converſation more a- 
4 greeable, or more gay, than paſſed between this lit- 
* tle Company. Me/i//a ſincerely congratulated Sil 
4 on the Concluſion of this Affair; and Silviana being 
| entirely cured of that Paſſion which had blinded her 


Reaſon, now render'd Juſtice to the Beauty of that a- 
greeable Lady. There cannot be a more perfe& Amity 
| than 
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than between them two; and I believe the ſame day 
will be appointed for the Nuptials of both. 1 
SILYVI4N4, in whoſe every Action may be diſco- 
vered the moſt charming Freedom and Openneſs of 
Heart, had no ſooner entred into an Engagement with 
Liſnond, than ſhe diſmiſs'd all that Train of Admirers 


which had given him ſo much pain; and told them, 5 


that the Name of Virgin, which had ſo long authorized | 
their Addreſſes, had now no longer the Power, and the 
Name of LifSmond's Wife, which ſhe had determined to 
take upon her in a ſhort time, permitted her not to re- 
cCeive any Viſits on the ſcore of Love. 

As great a Shock as this Declaration was to ſome, 
who had flattered themſelves with being well in her eſ- 
teem, none had the Temerity to complain; and in ſpite * 
of their 4 were compell'd to own, that 
ſhe who had behaved with ſo much Decorum in the 

t World, knew alſo how to retire with the fame 
rudence. | ü | 
Tus, continued Areliſe, have I given you the true 
State of Silviana's Heart and Circumſtances ; and 
what I have ſaid, you may eaſtly judge, if all the Plea- 
ſures ſhe can, partake with us, are capable of making 
— get thoſe which Love and Marriage are preparing 

Tas beautiful Areliſe here concluded her Narration. 
Jaſſure you, ſaid Crania, that nothing is more pleaſing 
than this Adventure, nor more entertaining than the 
manner in which it has been recited. : 

I do not think, added Felicia, that there is a poſſi · 
bility of giving greater Embelliſhments. Thoſe who 
can ſpeak in this manner, cried Camilla, can commit 
no fault equal to ſilence; and we are infinitely obliged 
to the charming Areliſe, that ſhe did not abridge the 
Hiſtory ſhe gave us, not only that our Curioſity is more 
emply ſatisfied with all the Particulars which brought 
on the Happineſs of Lifmond ; but alſo that in ſo doing 
the prolong the pleaſure of hearing her. $5.8 


4 
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Tusa are fo few Incidents in the Affair the has 
been relating, ſaid Silviana, that it required no leſs a 


co. BF Genius than that of 4+el;/e to ſpin it to the length the 
of has done without 1 tedious. ö 
Aach I xxow too well, reſumed Areliſe, the Value of 
__ Praiſe, when given by ſuch Mouths, not to wiſh I 
mM,  merited it but I intreat, you will convert your 
zed Attention to a more worthy Object. I ſee ſomething in 
the the beautiful Hortenſia's Eyes, that perſuades me 
10 Mind is ill at Eaſe. Tis eaſy to divine the Cauſe, ſaid 
* Celemena : and if we examine ſome others of this agree- 
able Society, we ſhall find the ſame Marks of an in- 
* ward Agitation; and if it be true, as certainly it is, 
el- chat Huſband and Wife make but one, we have here 
we but half of Urania, Felicia, Hortenſia, Julia, Camilla, 
hat or Flrinda. | | 
the You are very penetrating, replied Camilla, with her 


| accuſtomed Gaiety, and I am very ready to allow the 
Jo of your Obſervation. And I, added Hortenfia: 
rania, Felicia, Julia, and Florinda, confeſs d alſo, that 
the Abſence of their Spouſes gave them ſome Inquie- 
tude ; and every one of them promiſed to make their 
particular Reproaches. | 
CELEMENA had a Heart too delicate not to be 
ſenſible, that theſe Ladies muſt really feel ſome Pain in 
the imagin'd Negligence of Perſons ſo dear to them 
and therefore propoſed to go in ſearch of them, who 
ſhe doubted not were all together. The whole beauti- 
ful Company gladly conſented, and riſing up with that 
defign, the r was no ſooner mg than they per- 
ceived Thelamont, Orophanes, and all the reſt in an An- 
fichamber, where they had been for ſome time, and 
heard all their Diſcourſe ; the Ladies ſtarted, and turn'd 
back into the Chamber, where they were follow'd by 
their Huſbands, laughing exceſſively at their Anger and 
Aſtoniſhment. | 
Wa no more deſerve, ſaid Thel/amont, the Treat- 
ment you have prepared for us, than any thing you are 
- capable of ſaying could be ſevere enough to puniſh aur 
Neglect, had we been guilty, We were no ſooner told 
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You were here, than we ran to pay our Duty, and 
came up juſt as the amiable Are/i/e began the Hiſtory 
of Silviana, which being loth to interrupt, we ſtayed 
in the next Room, and have enjoyed the — pleaſure 
in that Recital with yourſelves. | 

"Trs we therefore, added Orophanes, that ought 
to make Reproaches, that you aſſembled yourſelves to- 
gether, without N. us to ſhare in your Enter- 
tainments. True, cry'd Orſames, and I know not what 
Reparation could have been made us, had we been 
228 of hearing the Adventures of the beautiful 
Silviana, related in ſo agreeable a manner. Indeed, 
ſaid Urania, ſmiling, I very much applaud this Ac- 
tion of yours, and am delighted, that you have loſt 
nothing of that Diſcourſe ; for, I aſſure you, continued 
ſhe, looking tenderly on The/amont, that I ſecretl 
wiſh'd a thouſand times you could partake of the Satil- 
faction it gave us. | 
Arx ſuch an Acknowledgment, anſwer'd he, it 
is impoſſible to be- angry; and I know not, if it is not 
a kind of Merit in a Perſon ſometimes to commit 
6 fault, who knows how to excuſe it with ſo good a 

race. 
Tuts amiable Society diverted themſelves ſome time 
in ſuch like Demonſtrations of their Wit and Good- 
Humour, till being told Dinner was on the Table, they 
\adjourn'd to the Hall, where they fat down with a 
Contentment of Mind, that render'd Noon more pleaſ- 
ing than the Morning had been. When Dinner was 
over, they went into the Library, and according to the 
Rules preſcrib'd by them, the Converſation turn'd 
wholly on the inſtructive part. Celemena having open'd 
the firſt Book that offer d to her view, See here, faid 
ſhe, putting it again into its place, the Life of one of 
the . Ea perors, which is to me the moſt deteſta- 
ble: It is that of Demitian, the Son of Yeſpafian, and 
Brother of Titus; who, though he had ſome good 
Qualities, was ſo ſtrongly carried away by his Vices, 
that the former ſerved only to render the latter more 
coaſpicuous, | 5 * 
T 


* . 
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who refuſed to 


L111 
Ir is true, ſaid Thelamont, that this Emperor had 
Faults ; but it muſt alſo be confeſs*'d he had ſome 
excellent Parts. He took an extreme Care, that the 


| Magiſtrates under him ſhou'd do juſtice even to 


the meaneſt of the Roman People, or of the con- 
quer d Provinces ; and never pardon'd a Judge who 
had been found guilty of Bribery or Partiality. He had 
frequently this Maxim in his Mouth, that the Prince who 
did not puniſh Corruption wwas guilty of it himſelf. 

Hs was the firſt that gave the Romans any notion of 
a naval Fight, by cauſing a great Lake to be cleanſed, 
and afterwards fill'd up by the Waters of Tiber, on 
which he appointed a great number of Galleys and other 
Veſſels, to encounter each other, to the great Satisfacti- 
on and Improvement of the SpeQators ; but notwith- 
ſtanding the immenſe Sums he expended in this, and o- 
ther Shews, he never was able to attract the Love of the 
common People, fond as they are generally of every 
thing that makes a noiſe. | 


os was he more ſucceſsful among the better ſort, 


though he did ſeveral things worthy of giving him 


the Title of Father of hiz Country, particularly in 
depriving Courtezans, and other Women of a known de- 
bauch'd Life, of the Liberty of being carried jn Litters, 


or receiving any Legacies or Gifts, by way of Teſta- 


ments; and expelling a young Senator from the Capi- 
tol, for having been the Principal in a Dance. 
theſe good Edicts ſeemed but like Starts of Virtue in 
his Soul, the greater of his Actions proving the 
almoſt Propenſity to all manner of Volupmonſnety and 
Cruelty. But that which rendered him moſt odious 
to all Ranks of Men was, that he would needs make 
himſelf be PRAISE as a God, and caus'd all thoſe 
=_ Incenſe to him, to be proſcrib'd as 
raitors. : 


His Rage and Cruelty carried him ſo far, that on 
ſome ſlight Oppoſition made to his meaſures, he ſacri- 
ficed ſome of the principal Senators, and afterwards ba- 
niſh'd. St. John the Evangeliſt into the Iſle of Pathmor, 


and 
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and put to death two Popes, Clement and Anaclit. Wea- 
ned with ſuch ted Acts of Tyranny, it is not 
to be wonder'd at that fo many Conſpiracies were form'd 
to rid the World of ſo deteſted a Monſter ; but tho' ſe- 
veral Projects of this kind had been render'd abortive, 
RE ed in his Palace by thefof 
his own Houſhold, in the 15th Year of his Reign: and 
this aſſuming Emperor, who while he lived, wou'd be 
adored as a „ had after his Death no other Honours 
than a filent Tomb. A remarkable Inſtance of divine 
Juſtice, - which, ſooner or later, never fails to humble 
and to puniſh the Proud and the Vain-glorious ! | 
Ir is moſt true, ſaid Orſames, that exceſſive Pride 
is ſeldom unattended by ſome dreadfal Cataſtrophe : 
but, continued he, let us turn our Eyes from theſe horri- 
ble Images, and make a Contraſt more agreeable : let 
us to the Madneſs and Folly of Vanity, oppoſe the Ex- 
cellence of Modeſty ; in the room of what we 
wou'd avoid, call to remembrance what we wou'd 
imitate. An Inſtance of this laſt which to me ſeems 
worthy of Admiration, happen'd under the Reign of 


the ſame Emperor, of whom we have been ſpeaki 
The Ifland of Great Britain, being almoſt w 
ted from the Roman Power, Domitian ſent a very 
great Army, commanded by that wiſe and valiant Ge- 
neral Agricola, in order to reduce it to its former 
Obedience. 'This brave Man, at his Arrival, found 'an 
Oppoſition much er than he expected; for the Bri- 
tons where not only unanimouſly bent on the Recov 
of their Freedom, but had alſo called in the Scots or 
Pia, and Vit to their afliftance : ſo that they formed a 
Body capable of ſtriking Terror to a Heart leſs intrepid 
and reſolute than that of Agricola. But this mag - 
nanimous Reman, far from being ſurpriz'd or daunted at 
their Numbers, ſeem'd rather pleas'd to think, that 
if he overcame, it wou'd be a Conqueſt worthy of him; 
and having animated his Soldiers, proceeded to the At- 
teck, broke into the Enemies Camp, and gave them a 
more total Rout than the Reman Power had ever boaſted 
of in that warlike Ifland, The Victory being com- 
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that he had the Honour of being one among the 
reſt, who had been ſerviceable to his Country. Nor did 
he avoid doing Juſtice to himſelf, thro any Fear of of- 
fending the jealous Domitian, but thro” his own mnate 
Modefty, and the Averſion he had to Oſtentation. 

We have ſeen in our own Times, ſaid M/phon/o, ſome 
great Captains, who, in this Virtue, have been nothing 
inferior to the worthy Roman you mention. Thoſe Let: 
ters which the Duke of Lorrain wrote to the Emperor 
Leopold on the Victories he gain'd over the Army of the 
Grand Signior, are Examples of Modeſty, and true 
M imity, to all ſu ing Ages. g 

HAT alſo of Prince Lewis of Bader to the fame 
Emperor, giving an Account of the Battle he gain'd 
at . —. | Vider Ow of the Turks, _ 
man the Viſier Coprogly, is deſerving 
the hi Encomiums. This Colregh was no leſt 
famous for his Valour and Conduct, than had been his 
Predeceſſors Mabomet and Achmet, Grand Viſiers; and 
being ſenſible whom he was to encounter, had now 
taken a particular care to be well furniſhed with a nu- 
merous Artillery, and to poſt his Troops in the moſt ad- 
vantageous manner. Prince Lewis of Baden Was not 
ignorant of the Prudence and Perſonal Bravery" of this 
eneral; but inſtead of avoiding the Combat, as he 
might eaſily have done, he attack d Sword in hand: 
and after a Fight of fix Hours, forced into the Turi 
Camp. The Grand Viſier was killed, che whole Army 
put to the Rout, and all the Baggage, which was very 
conſiderable, become the Victor 's Spoil. The Fame of 
this great Action cover d Prince Lewis with never dying 


[ 14 ] , J 
Laurels. Vet did this Hero preſerve his uſual Wiſdom 
and Modeſty; and in his Account of it to the Em 1 
gave all the Praiſe to the Princes and Chiefs of his Ar- 
my, without ſaying any more of himſelf than that he 
had aſſiſted them with his Advice. 

Tux is no Quality more truly great, ſaid Urania, 
than Modeſty ; which, while laviſh in adorning the 
Merits of another, is wholly forgetful of its own. But 
in ſpeaking of this Virtue, we ſhou'd be ſtrangely un- 
Juſt, ſnou d we neglect the Marſhall de Turenne; that 
great Man having gain'd the celebrated Battle of Dune 
_ Dunkirk, wrote to Madam his Spouſe in theſe 

erms. 


40 E have engaged the Enemy, and God be 
po is'd have got the better of them: I am a 
« little fatigued in the Action, therefore with you a good 
„Night, and hope to enjoy the ſame.” 


TuRENNE. 


How eloquent is this Modeſty ! How noble this Sim- 
plicity ! All the Agrico/a's in the World are not compa- 
rable to ſuch a Hero! 

Mons1zus the Marſhal 4 Luxemburgh was alſo no leſs 

eſt of this amiable Quality, and teſtified it by the 
tter he diſpatch'd to Lewis XIV. by Monſieur 4 Ar- 
en. juſt after he gain'd the memorable Battle of 
erwinde, over the Army of the Allies commanded by 
the Prince of Orange. Theſe are the Terms in which 
he wrote, word for word. 


I R, | 
ONSIEUR & Artagnan will tell your Majeſty 
all that has paſt; the Enemy has done Wen- 
«« ders, but your Troops have done yet more, the Prin- 
« ces of your Blood have ſurpaſſed Imagination, As 
« for me, I have had no other ſhare in this Victory 
6 on * — A. Huy, and to ow 2 — 
Y e Prince of Orange, as your Maj y 
« commanded me.“ IV ning 
HB 


$ 
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Tux great Prince of Conde, ſaid Or/ames, wrote in a 

different Style, but no leſs worthy of Admiration, aftew 

ene i ; theſe are his 
Words. : 


=o < HE Spaniſb Army has been nothing in the Hands 
„ of your Majeſty s Troops, we are poſſeſt of their 
Camp, their Artillery, their Ammunition, and their 
„ Baggage, and made a great Number n A 
| | odr. 
Tus ſame great Prince wrote again to the Queen Re- 
gent after the Battle of Lens in Terms. 


«© F Attack'd the 8 in the Plain of Lens, and 
have defeated their Army: We nr well.” 
{4 CONDE, 


Ir is not to be doubted, added Orophanes, but that 
France has produc'd many Heroes no way inferiour to 
thoſe of the Roman Empire; and in ſpite of the Regard 
we pay to the former Ages, I believe, whoever com- 

es the Hiſtories of ancient Worthies with thoſe of 
tter Times, will have no reaſon to imagine that Na- 
ture has degenerated : What Annals preſent us with a 
Reign more glorious than that of Lewis XIV? All the 
illuſtrious Qualities which ſeparately render other Prin- 
ces famous, were united in him, and will tranſmit his 
* with Admiration, down to the laſt Period of 

ime. | 
Tuar Battle of Nerzwinde or Landen, of which Ure- 
nia ſpoke, furniſhes an Inſtance of what I advance. 
The French Army was commanded, as ſhe faid, by 
Monſieur the Marſhall 4⸗ Luxemburg, and that of the 
Allies by #i/liam III. King of Eng/and:, Their Forces 
were pretty near equal, and com 2 „ beyond all con- 
tradiction, of the moſt valiant Troops in the World. 
It ſeem'd as if theſe two Armies met only to diſpute 
the Prize of Valour: The whole Science of the military 
Art, all the 4 .— and Artifices of War, were put 
in practice by the Generals on both ſides ; till the * 
5 ter 


98 
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aſter a Fight of twelve Hours, tient for the Vie - 
Kory, fore d their way into the p, and became 
Maſters of their Artillery. The King of Eng/and then 
finding no hope of renewing the Battle, made a Re- 
treat, which will always be remembred to his Glory. | 
The Account of theſe Actions reaching the Ears of 
Lewis the Great, he made this Reply; „ The Duke of | 
„ Luzembury, ſaid that generous Monarch, attack d 
„ the Enemy like a Prince of Conds ; and the Printe 
«of Orange retreated like a Marſhall de Turenne. 1 
Wuar can de more truly magnificent than theſe 
few Words] how much do they contain ! here are four 8 
different Perſons prais'd at the ſame time ; paſs'd great 
Actions repeated, and Honour given to the preſent. So 
well did this glorious Prince know how to render Juſtice 
to the Merit of his Subjects, and to his greateſt Ene- 
mies. The Prince of Conti alſo, whoſe Generofity e- 

& his Courage, in writing a Detail of the famo 

ttle to the Princeſs his Spouſe, ſpeaks of it in th 

Words. King William, whoſe heroick Virtues ren- 
« der him worthy of the Crown he wears, has made a 
« Retreat full of Glory.“ 0 Le | 
Tuna is a Sympathy between great Souls, which 
will not ſaffer them to deny each other their due Praiſe ; 
and he that truly loves Virtue, will love it even in an 
Enemy. wan | FRO | 
Hua Orepbaret  ceas'd to ſpeak, and the 

. Com an opportunity of teſtifying the Pleaſure th 
had mk in 1 Diſcourſe: every — had — 
obliging to ſay on this occaſion, and prehaps they had 
not fo ſoon given over, if the Spouſe of Urania, who 
knew the Pain theſe Sort of Eulogiums give to the Mo- 
deſty of his Friend, had not interrupted them, by ſay- 
ing, Nothing can be more juſt than this Reflection of 
Orophancs, and I think we ought not to ſearch paſt 
, and foreign Nations for what we may be ſo a- 
bundantly ſupply'd with in our own : Nor Greece, nor 
” KRome, ever boaſted greater Names than France had done, 
>, and ſtul does; and indeed it won'd be to our Diſgrace 
if we did not, conſidering we have united in our fk. 
2 modus 
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mous Academy all that made thoſe two Cities ſo juſtly 
eſteemed: we poſſeſs all that was remarkable of their 
Heroes, their Philoſophers, their Hiſtorians, their Ora- 
tors, and their Poets. Are not 4riſiot/e, Socrates, Pe- 
ricles, Alcibiades, Themiftocles, Xenophon, I hucydides, De- 
moſtbenes, Euripides, and Sophocles now our own? And 
do we not poſſeſs, as much as if we {gy them living, 
all that made Rome ſo celebrated ? Have we got ac 
Virgil, Ovid, Catullus, Tacitus, Titus iu, an 
Cicero ? | 4 1 0 8 ; [7 

Wirn this Advantage over thoſe ſamous Common- 
wealths, do we not in each Member of our illuſtri- 
ous Academy, all the different Sciences, which. ſingly 
adorn the Characters of thoſe celebrated Dead? And 
do not our Heroes, after being crown'd by the hands of 
Victory, prove in this learned Aſſembly, chat they 
merit no leſs Honour from the Muſes ? SET 

Ir it was a Glory to the Greeks and Romnns,: to have 
ſo many ſublime Genius's born among them; ours is yet 
greater, who enjoy at once whatever both produced in all 
the different Ages of the World. The general _—— 
ticular Productions of this illuſtrious Body are tranſmitted 
with Admiration through almoſt all Parts of the habi- 
table World. That incomparable Dictionary in 1694, 
is an eternal Trophy rais'd to the Honour of the Franeb 
Genius. — Tis in this uſeful, Work that we are 
taught both to ſpeak and write well : All the Nations 
in the World have recourſe to it for Force and ce 
of Expreſſion: and our beſt Treatiſes, on all ſorts of Sci- 
ences, . owe the Eſteem they find among Strangers to this 
compendious Dictionary: nor are theſe the only Advan- 
tages it beltows; for 1 am told for à certain truth, that 
many who before had not the leaſt underſtanding in the 
French Language, have been able by a conſtant Applica- 
tion, and help of this Dictionary, to attain a 
Knowledge of it; and not only to tranſlate our Works 
into their own Tongue, but alſo to ſpeak and write in 
it, without the aſſiſtance of a Maſter. A x 

Tus Romans believed, with reaſon, that it was 
far. the Honour of their Republick, to 3 


. 


of means to engage People to learn the Latin Tongue. 
_To this End, they ſent School-maſters to all their Colo- 


nies; and thoſe who had the moſt Succeſs were certain 
of the 


age extended itſelf thro' Europe, Alia, and Africa. 
HE French have indeed no need of ſuch Methods for 


the Propagation of their Language, the Pleaſure their 
words afford the Reader, their natural Politeneſs, and 
the Charms of their Society, have been ſufficient to at- 


tain all they cou'd wiſh in this point: But it muſt ſtill 
be owned, that it is to the profound Learning and Aſſi- 
duity of our noble Academy, that we are indebted for 
the Ambition all other neighbouring Nations expreſs to 
underſtand and converſe with us. | 
Wart, faid Felicia, ſmiling, I flatter'd myſelf, that 


* Orophanes wou'd this day have engroſs'd the chief of 


2 Praiſes; but I perceive 7he/amont would not ſuf- 1 
it. 4 


Tun Diſcourſe of Thel/amont, interrupted Sila, 


has not made us capable of forgetting what Orophanes il 
ſaid; but I find it is iar to this Aſſembly, that 
whichever of them ſpeaks, demands our whole Admi- 
ration, and we think ourſelves impoſſible to be divided, 
till convinc'd of it by hearing another. 9 
Fo my part, added Celemena, all the Moments I paſs 
here, are a Succeſſion of Improvement and Delight; 
and tho* I believe nothing can contain more of both 


than what The/amont has now deliver'd, yet I will not . 
- anſwer, but I may change my Opinion when next he 


his Mouth, | | 
Tis the ordinary Effect of Truth, faid Urania, (wil- 
ling to diſembarraſs her Spouſe from the Compliments 
they were preparing for him) to give Charms to the 
molt plain and fimple Expreſſions. 
Bur, cry'd Camilla, with a moſt amiable Sprightli- 


'neſs, muſt all our fine Quotations be in favour of the 


Men? 


greateſt Reward. Nor were thoſe learned Men 
unrecompenc'd ; whole Boroughs have been made free 
on this occaſion, and particular Perſons honoured with 
conſiderable Employments ; and by this means the Lan- 
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gue. Men? 'Tis, methinks, a little unjuſt to confine our Ad- 
-010- miration to one Sex, as if Antiquity had not ity Heroines 
tam Jas well as Heroes | 

Men WF Taz Company could not forbear laughing at this Re- 


free fſlection of Camilla's, but Silviana taking upon her to 


with reply: It is certain, ſaid ſhe, there have been many 
Lan- Women worthy the Praifes of Poſterity; but as our 
7. MF Condition permits us not to undertake thoſe Enterprizes, 
$ for 4 which do-ſo much honour to the Men, and as our Glory 


heir is of a different nature from theirs, the great Actions of 
thoſe of our Sex are looked on as extraordinary, and 
hap'ning but rarely, we neither can, nor ought to value 
ourſelves upon them: Men, on the contrary, convey 
the heroick Deeds and Sentiments of each other from 
Age to Age; and the Name of every great Commandeny 
or Philoſopher, is as it were perpetual, by the Emu- 
lation of their Succeſſors: But we ſee not the Example 
of illuſtrious Women much followed. If ſome few have 
been couragious, the greateſt part have been weak and 
timid ; if one has reign'd with Glory, a thouſand have 
made an ill uſe of Authority; and as in general Nature 
ſeems not to have deſigned us for any thing intrepid or 
daring, we ought not to think it ſtrange, in ſpite of our 
Self-love, that we have no more than an accidental 
Place in the Praiſes or Quotations of this agreeable So- 


I am entirely of your Opinion, lovely Silviana, re- 
ply'd Florinda, and cou'd be content, that nothing = 
among Women were remembred, provided the Acti 
of {ome were wholly forgot; for if our Vanity finds 
ſomewhat wherewith to pleaſe itſelf in the Memory of 
an Artemiſa, a Panthea, a Lucrece and a Portia, it cru- 
ay ſuffers in that of a Mz/aline, a Julia, a Rhodope and 
a Lais. | 

You ought, methinks, interrupted Areliſe, to put 
among the Number of theſe laſt the Empreſs Zoa, 
whole, Life laſt Night was the Subject of my Enter- 
tainment. 2 _ 2 that — ſaid — 
turnin elf to Urania. Since Areliſe, anſwer 
that — — a Smile, has paſe' d * 


. 3 
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the Night in her Company, ſhe muſt give ns the Sa- 
betete f making us es with her; and tho' 
tis poſhible ſome of us may not be Strangers to her 
Character, yet the Recital, from ſo agreeable a Mouth, 
bas all the Charms of Novelty. You are always 
obliging, reſum'd Areli/e ; and to“ it would be ſome 
diflicelty to relate a Hiſtory, which I believe you are 
better vers'd in than myſelf, I ſhall ſooner chuſe to diſ- 
cover my Inability, Gian gave you any juſt Cauſe to 
doubt my Obedience. . 


0 


38 wil ve} .* | rw K-38 1 1 0 
* HisTory' of the Empreſs Zo A.” 
S461 een Ih - 142 13" f SE 
; FTER the Death of Corftartine, Son of Ba- 
| filins Emperor of the Eaft, continued this beau- 
tiful Lady, the Empire paſſed to Angirepilt, who bad 
eſpouſed” Zoa, a Princeſs of the Imperial Family. She 
was the moſt lovely Woman of her Time, all the 
Graces of her Sex ſecm'd center d in her Form; but all 
the Ambition of the other poſſeſt her Soul; ſhe deſpis'd 
all Laws but thoſe of her own will, aud to that only 
Guide of her Actions, wiſh'd to ſubjugate the whole 
World alſo. She had a Wit and Reſolution capable of 
undertaking and executing the greateſt things # but as 
her Paſſions were exceſſive, and never regulated by 
Reaſon or by Duty, ſhe ſuffer d herſelf to be hurried by 
them, like a ſhip on a tempeſtuous Sea, without either 
Maſt or Rudder. 5 20080 byy 7 
Tut Emperor, who tenderly lov'd her, and had 
diſcover'd no other Frailty in her Nature than the D 
fire of Command, thought himſelf obliged to humour 
her in this Article, becauſe he had the Empire chiefly 
by the Rights of her Birth, and therefore permitted her 
to ſhare wick him in the ſupreme I 


ENT PFRee— WET AaTS AZ, TF ©; 


E 232} » 


that was not the only Vice with which ſhe was tainted; 


he had occaſion in a little time to-repent the Confidence 
he 1. laced in her. There was a Prince is Court 
ichael — rs te, young, well-made, brave, of 
n who knew how to conceal any E- 
mation of his Soul under the Veil of Virtue. \ His exte- 
rior Merit made ſuch an Impreſſion on the Heart of Zoa, 
that, without any reſpect to her Rank, or Duty, or her 
Honour, ſhe abandoned herſelf without reſerve to the 
Encroachments of this criminal Paſſion. 

Ir was not long before the beloved Prince percei- 
ved the I * — had ack gone x 2 — — 
to eve n t mi we him hope o 
— to be blind to this —— Zoa more endeavour'd 
to conceal it; both burning with the ſame Deſire, tho? 
for different Matives. e Cat — grew every 
day more condeſcending, till both, weary of the 


Reſtraint they were in, and perfectly acquainted — 
each other's Sentiments, reſolved to break the Ice, and 
give a looſe to Inclination. Michael watching a favour- 
able Moment, was the firſt that ſpoke; the —_— 
made no ſeruple of returning his Endearments, and 


— — in fact, ſhe had ſo long been 

of in Idea. 

8 23 had near her a Princeſs of her own Blood, cal · 

led Theodora, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perſett Con- 

A but —_— ſhe A a from approving 
uct in point, imaginary Care 

to conceal 1 it from her. 

Sucu is the Misfortune of thoſe who are aban- 
don'd to Vice, they know the Ills they bring u 
themſelves mn—___—hcy ſee the Horror of the A yis 
into which they are falling, yet driven by their Paſſions 
they fly the only Hand cou'd give them Succour, an 
Virtue to them is an Object only of Terror and Af. 
tight. But '7heodorg yet a greater ſhare of Pe- 
netration, than the Empreſs had of Diſſimulation, and 
in ſpite of all her Precautions ſaw enough to perſuade 
her, ſhe cou'd not wrong Zoa, even in the worſt Con- 


jectures 


1 
jectures on her Behaviour with Michael Calephate. The 
Certainty of this unworthy Commerce gave her an ex- 
treme Diſquiet ; the Friendſhip ſhe had for her Impe- 
rial Kinſwoman, and the Dread of what Conſequences £ 
this Intrigue might bring not = to her, but the whole 
State, made her reſolve to =_ to her with freedom, 
and to negle nothing that ſhe thought might make the 
Empreſs ſenſible of her Error. & 
Sus waited not long for an Opportunity to put her 


Deſign in Execution. The Familiarity between them gave 3 


her frequent Occaſions of being alone with her; and 
the firſt Time ſhe found herſelf ſo, ſhe began to draw 
her inſenſibly into a Diſcourſe of Marriage, and the 
Happineſs of that State, where there was a Parity of 
_ Circumſtances and AﬀeCtions ; and after ſome little Con- 
verſation on that Topic : For your part, Madam, faid 
ſhe, your Majeſty has nothing left to wiſh on that ſcore ; 


the Emperor has for you ſo perfect a tenderneſs, that | 15 


cou'd 1 flatter myſelf with being ſo well beloved by XR 
him I ſhou'd make choice of, I fl 

moment to enter into the Bonds of Hymen. 

Vo have no reaſon to doubt, reply'd the Empreſs, 


ou'd not hefitate one 


(without mentioning the Emperor) but that whoever you f 


ſhall think fit to favour, will place his utmoſt Glory in 
rendering you happy. But, Couſin, added ſhe ſmiling, 
which of the Princes of our Court wou'd moſt pleaſe 
you to receive Proofs of Affection from? | 
Tuts was the Point to which the diſcreet Theodora 
had been aiming to bring her, and having gained it, 
Since, Madam, anſwered the, your Majeſty is * to 
authorize a Confeſſion of this nature, I ſhall make no 
ſcruple to avow the Efteem I have for Michael Cale- 
| =m_ that Prince has given me ſome Proofs of his 

ve, and if you think fit to e our Marriage, 
nothing will be wanting in my Felicity. | 

Tuis Diſcourſe was like a Thunderbolt to the 
Heart of Zoa, and as ſhe was unprepared to receive it, 
all her Artifice forſook her, and the fell back in her 
Chair, where ſhe remained ſome Moments in a Swoon. 
Throdora was now perfectly convinced, that * - 
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feared was but too real, and grieved at the Condition . 
in which ſhe ſaw the Empreſs, and more ſo at the Oc- 4 
caſion, ran to apply proper Remedies for her Recovery: 
Which ſhe no ſooner accompliſhed, than taking her 4 
Hands between hers, Be comforted, faid ſhe haſtily, = 
Prince Calephate loves me not, nor have I any other 
Paſſion for him, than thoſe of Hate and Indignation, 
becauſe he has influenced my Empreſs to an Inclination 
unworthy of her Rank an Inclination which 
has made her forget all ſhe owes to the Emperor, and to 
herſelf. Then without giving her leiſure to reply, ſhe 

occeded to repreſent the Horror of the Crime ſhe 

d committed the Danger ſhe ran in perſe- 
vering in it, and the Shame which always attends ſuch 
Amours. But Zea more ſenſible of Joy to find ſhe had 
nothing to fear from the Infidelity of her Lover, than 
touch'd with the Remonſtrances of her Friend, impoſed 
on her an eternal Silence on that Affair; Content your- 
ſelf, ſaid ſhe, with having diſcovered my Secret, with- 
out pretending to regulate my Conduct I ſhall 
always liſten to you on Maxims of State, but will en- 
dure no Dictator on what concerns my Love Me- 
rit therefore the Pardon I give you, by endeavouring to 
forget what your boldneſs has convinced you of. Theſe 
Words were accompanied with an Air, which wou'd 
have filled any other than Theodore with dread ;' but 
this wiſe Princeſs was nothing daunted by them, and 
tho' for that time ſhe forbore any further Speech, ſhe 
did not fail ſome Days afterwards to renew her former 
Remonſtrances with double force ; but ſhe received no 
better Anſwer than before, nor were all her Efforts of 
any ſervice to recal the abandon'd Zoa from that Path 
of Perdition ſhe had enterd into, and was determined 
to purſue. 


— 


THEODOR A was not however the only Perſon 
who perceived the Empreſs's Amour: This Princeſa 
was obliged to make ſome People the Confidents 
of her ſecret Interviews with Ca/ephate ; thoſe ſhe 
made choice of for that end, were more complaiſant 
but leſs diſcreet than Theodora ; and by their imprudent 


ge- 
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nagement,« or by the too frequent Meetings of the 
Eovers, the Emperor was at laſt inform'd of it ; and 
tho* he cou'd hardly perſuade himſelf there was a Poſſi- 
bility ſne could wrong him in that nature, yet he was 


reſolved _to'leave no means untry'd which might diſco- WY 


ver the Fruth. 


Hs ſoon found an Opportunity, and his own Eyes 
having been Witneſs of the Diſhonour of this unfaith- 
ful Princeſs, all the Love he had for her converted into 
the extremeſt Hate, and he immediately form'd a de- 
ing himſelf in a manner which ſhould 


of re 
make both the Miſtreſs and the Lover repent their guil- 
ty Pleaſures; but as Zea was of a Race idoliz'd by the 
le, and he had been made Emperor only in her 
Right, all Precautions were neceſſary for the Succeſs 
of r To this end, he began with trying 

| the Pulſes of the Senate, by complaining of her Barren- 
nels, | and ' repreſenting the Confuſion in which the 
State would be involved, if he ſhould die without an 
Heir; his Artifices ſo well prevailed, that in a ſhort 
time he gained their Suffrages for a Divorce. But 
in Ipite of all the Care he took to keep theſe Tranſacti- 
ons from the Knowledge of Zoa, ſhe had Emiſſaries who 
informed her of all that paſſed ; and fired with the ex- 
tremeſt Rage at this Contempt, conſulted with Mi- 
S —— how to avert - = — — 3 
impoſſible but by Death. The furious Em- 

preſs. therefore engaged her Lover to accompliſh it, 
and promis'd him the Empire with her Hand as a 
Reward ; there was no of tempting his Ambition 
with this Bait, his Paſſion for the Empreſs, and Care 
of his own fafety, render'd it neceſſary to him, that 
the Emperor ſhou'd be diſpatched ; he made on Diffi- 
culty of vowing the Performance, and went from her to 
ſeek- Perſons proper to aſſiſt him in the Undertaking, 
leaving her with as little Horror for the intended Mur. 
— of her Huſband as ſhe had felt ſhame in wronging 
m. Wa 
Ir was not very difficult for Prince Calepbate to 
find Men capable and willing to ſecond any * he 
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ſhould take in hand: His Liberality and the Power of 
diſpoſing many Employments, had gained him a great 


n- number of Creatures; befides, as he was known to be 
as the Favourite of the Empreſs, whatever he propoſed 
0- was thought to be with her Approbation: and tho the 
= killing the Emperor gave thoſe he attempted to engage 
des in it ſome little Shock at firſt; yet it ſoon went over, 
h- on his acquainting them with the Wrong he was about 
no to do the Empreſs; and that there was no other 
e 1 way for her to preſerve her Dignity, and perhaps her 
id Lie. : 
1 Tax criminal Deſign being well conſulted, the 
he time agreed on for the Execution was the Night be- 
wer fore the Sentence of Divorce was intended to be paſs d: 
els and at an appointed Hour Michae! Calephate at the 
Ng head of his Accomplices, ruſh'd into the Room where 
N- tte Emperor was fitting at Supper, and in the View 
he of all the Court ſtabbed him to the Heart; while, at 
an the ſame time, others of the Conſpirators diſpers'd 
ort "IF themſelves through the City, crying out with a loud 
zut Voice, * Argiropile, the ungrateful Argiropile, who 
— « owed the Empire to Zea, would have deprived her 


« of Royalty and Life but Thanks to Heaven 

XX © he is dead———the Traitor is no more |ſ——.'* 
Mi Then they added, Long live the Empreſs Zoa /—— 
ich . May all her Enemies periſh like 4rgiropile.” 

TH1s dreadful Cataſtrophe cauſed ſo great a Diſ- 
order in Conſtantinople, that the moſt prudent knew 
not which Part to take; but the Emperor being 
| dead, thoſe who moſt loved him when living, grew 
are irreſolute, whether they ſhould hazard any he for 
hat his Revenge, as he had no Heirs nor Kindred to repay 
in - what they might happen to loſe. Zoa, on the con- 


— 
— 
- 
8 n ada, 


to trary. had it in her Power to recompence all Services 
ng, done to her ; and when the next Day ſhe u'd the 


ur- Senate and the People, ſhe had the Art to Argi- 
ing ropile appear ſo guilty, that there remained very hs 
| who did not in their hearts, as well as openly, approve 
the Fact, and join in paying Homage to — 
SHE no ſooner found herſelf abſolute Miſtreſs of 
the Affections of her People, than ſhe began to think 
Vol. IV. C . WW 
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of diſcharging herſelf of the Promiſe ſhe had made 


to her Lover; but for the Sake of Decorum, under- 3 
hand engaged ſome of her Creatures to move it in the 
Senate, that ſhe might be entreated to make Choice of 


a Spouſe. This was done, and ſhe named Prince Mi- 
chael Calephate, who, with the general Approbation, 
was married to her in a few Days after 


Tux firſt Cares of this new Emperor ſeem'd only 1 


how to pleaſe his illuſtrious Bride, to teſtify his Gra- 


titude for the Honour ſhe had done him, and to have Z a 
no other Will than hers. But as he was perfectly well 
acquainted with her Humour, and cou'd not expect a 


better Fate than Argiropile, ſhou'd any new 


make an Impreſſion on the Heart of that unfaithful * 5 


Princeſs; he endeavour'd ſecretly to raiſe himſelf a 


Party, both among the Senate and People, who — 1 
we 


be ready to defend him in all Events. By an exce 


Liberality he gained all the great Officers of the En. 


„ and under different Pretexts, and at different 


— cauſed all the Princes of the Blood of Zea to be 1 


made Eunuchs to prevent them from all poſſibility of 
ever claiming the Throne, 
Tus Paſſion the Empreſs till had for him, made 
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her not ſee the end he propoſed by all this; but on the 
contrary, ſhe approved all his Proceedings, and was 


the firſt to give Orders for the Execution of his 
Will. Nay, he had alſo the Artifice to throw the 
blame of every thing on her; and while in private he 
urged her to the utmoſt Violence and Cruelty, com- 
ained of it in publick, and ſeemed to lament the 
ate of thoſe he had wrought on her to condemn. © 
Thus, by the moſt unequall'd Diſſimulation did he ren- 
der her odious, to all the great Families of the Em- 
pire, and alienate the Affections of all her Subjects in 


eneral, while himſelf was extoll'd for his Mildneſs, 
uſtice, and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition. 
Tus penetrating Theodora beheld theſe tragical 


Events with Horror, and trembling leſt Zea herſelf 


ſhould at laſt fall the Sacrifice of this ambitious un- 
teful Man, failed not to make uſe of her utmoſt 
Eort to let her ſee the Danger to which ſhe 2 
| ay 


(27) 
Day expoſed herſelf in fulfilling the DiQates of his un- 
reaſonable Deſires; but their Counſels were altogether 
fruitleſs: ſhe looked on all this wile Princeſs ſaid, as 
roceeding rather from Averſion, to, the Emperor, than 
Friendſhip to her; and ſo far from taking warnin 
by her Remonſtrances, ſhe gave the perhdious Ca/ephate 
2 Opportunities than before, of accompliſhing his 
rojects. 

Is fine, this Prince finding himſelf at perfe& 
Peace with all his Neighbours, entirely beloved by bis 
Subjects, and abſolute Maſter of the Senate, reſolved to 
defer no longer what he ſo much wiſhed to bring a- 
bout; and without giving the leaſt notice to Zoa of 
what he intended, he ſent a Party of Soldiers, wholly. 
devoted to him, to ſeize that unfortunate Empreſs in her 
Chamber, and convey her by force into a Convent, 


24 where himſelf in a ſhort time followed; and regard- 


leſs of her Tears, her Upbraidings, her Diſtraction, 
with a drawn Dagger at her Throat, compell'd her to 
take the Vows. Perceiving her Rage was unavailing, 
ſhe affected to ſubmit, and on her Knees: entreated 
only Time to pre herſelf; but he ſaw into her 
Deſign, and obliged he: to renounce the World for ever. 
This main Point being gained, he ſummon'd the Senate, 
and the Governors of the Provinces; who being before 
prepared, publickly approved of what he had done and 
confirmed the Empire to him, and to whom he ſhou'd 
appoint his Succeſſors. 

THEODOR A, who had foreſeen this Calamity of 
Zoa, was extremely grieved at it; and tho” ſhe could not 
but confeſs ſhe had merited no better a Fate, yet did 
not he, who inflicted it, appear leſs guilty in her Eyes: 
and joining the juſt Deteſtation of his Barbarity and In- 
gratitude to the Affection ſhe had always born the Em- 
preſs, ſhe hefitated not a moment if ſhe ſhould attempt 
her Deliverance by all the ways in her power. 

Tus Virtues of this Princeſs had render'd her dear 
to the whole Empire; and ſhe ſo well knew how ts 
make her Advantage of the Reſpect paid her, that, by 
degrees, ſhe drew all who convers'd with her into a 
Compaſſion for the Misfortunes of the Empreſs: All 

C2 the 
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« the Errors of her Conduct, ſaid the zealous Theo- 
& dra, were occaſioned only by a kind of ſupernatural 
« Paſſion for the Man, whoſe Ingratitude now pu- 
« niſhes them: Can we then hate the Effect, and yet 
« cheriſh the Cauſe? —— —But for Calephate, Zoa 
% had been innocent Let that unfortunate Prin- 
% ceſs therefore be the Object of our Pity, and her cruel 
« Seducer, of our Deteſtation.” To this, ſhe fail'd not 
to revive the Memory of that illuſtrious Houſe from 
which ſhe ſprung, and became ſo ſucceſsful in her En- 
deavours, that, in a ſmall time, thoſe who Had been 
gained by Intereſt to ſign to the Abdication of Zoa, 
were now, thro' a Motive of Juſtice, more inclin'd to 
recal her to the Throne. 

Tx1s prudent Princeſs having made a conſiderable 
Party in the Town, ſoon won on a good number of the 
Senate; and continuing her Labours with all $ ; 
but with a Zeal incredible, for the Empreſs's Reſtoration, 
mme at laſt obtained all ſhe aſk'd; and while Calepbate 
was lulled in the utmoſt Security, the Populace, led by 
ſome of the principal Officers, and other great Men, 
ran to the Convent where Zoa was ſhut up, and obli- 
ging them to open the Gates, brought her in Triumph 
to the Palace. 

MICHAEL CALEPHATE, who, in this ſudden 
Revolution, thought of nothing but preſerving his Life, 
made his eſcape thro* a Back-way, and took ſhelter in 
a Convent, hoping he ſhould ſtill be able to turn the Tide 
of Affairs into a different Channel; but finding his Ex- 
pectations diſappointed, and that the Hearts of the Peo- 
ple were wholly ſet againſt him, he gave over all Thoughts 
of Empire, and enter'd into religious Orders. But as 
Love ill treated ordinarily converts to the moſt implaca- 
ble Hate, eſpecially in violent Diſpoſitions, the revenge- 
ful Empreſs was not ſatisfied with this voluntary Abjura- 
tion of all earthly Grandeur ; but excuſing her Cruelty, 
by ſaying, ſhe was acquainted with his private Ambition 
and Di 1 — 1300 jeu - put out, that 
he might be depri pes of ever remounting 
the Throne, 4 


[ 29 ] 

As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf ſettled in a profound 
Tranquillity, ſhe thought of nothing more than to teſti- 
fy her Gratitude to the Princeſs Theodora ; and as 
ſhe now owed the Sovereignty ſhe poſſeſs d entirely to 
her, ſhared it with her, pork do nothing of mo- 
ment without her Advice; ſhe ſoon found, and ſo did 
all her People, the difference there was between being 
guided by Paſſions, and by the force of Reaſon ; and while 
the Empreſs and her Co- partner in Power enjoyed the 
Sweets of commanding nothing that was not ſtrictly juſt, 
the Subjects accompanied their Obedience with Bene- 
ditions, But this was a Situation too happy for the 
malignant Stars which preſided at the Birth of Zoa, to 
ſuffer her to enjoy for any long time; in ſpite of her 
Ambition and Haughtineſs of Nature, ſhe was unfortu- 
nately too ſuſceptible of tender Impreſſions, and that 
"oy Pride, which is a Defence to other Women, ſer- 
ved only to indulge her Weakneſs, making her think, 
that ſhe ought not to give herſelf the leaſt pain to reſiſt 
any Inclination that ſprung up in her Soul : In fine, ſhe 
imagin'd a Woman, fuck as ſhe was, might do any 
thing ſhe had a mind to do; and theſe Sentiments, 
which gave her Courage to wrong her firſt Huſband with 
Calepbate, now poſſeſt her in favour of an Inclination 
ſhe taken to Prince Conflantiue Monomachus, a Man 
handſome enough to e an Affection in a Heart, 
which had not experienced the Vanity of criminal Paſ- 
ſions like that of Zea s. Theodora made uſe of all the 
Power ſhe had over her, to prevent her giving wa 
to this Deſire; but it was in vain : ſhe reſolved to eſpo 
him, and make him her Companion in the Empire. 

CONSTANTINE was perfectly acquainted with 
the Character of the Empreſs ; he knew very well ſhe 
was extreme in all her Paſſions, and had reaſon to 
fear the Enjoyment of ſuch. a Woman wou'd afford 
but little Happineſs: A Throne however was a Tem 
tation too great for his young Heart to wal 
and tho“ he had neither Love nor Eſteem for the Em- 
preſs, he feign'd. enough of both, to flatter her with 
the hope of finding thoſe true Delights with him, 

- $6 C 3 | which 
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which her own Indifference for Argiropile, and the In- 
ratitude of Michael Calephate, permitted her not to en- 
joy with either of them; and they were publickly mar- 
Tied with all the Pomp that Wealth and Induſtry cou'd 
furniſh out. 

CONSTANTINE, warn'd by the Example of his 
Predeceſſor Calepbhate, wou'd attempt nothing "againſt 
the Empreſs that might lay him under the Cenſure of 
ambitious or 2 and behaved himſelf in ſuch a 
manner as gained the Hearts of the whole World and there- 
by took from her the Power of — any thing 
- againſt him: But as he never had been poſſeſs'd of any 

Paſſion for her, his Heart was continually taken up 
with the Charms of ſome young Beauty or other of the 
Court; and as there are too few Women, who have the 
Power of reſiſting the Deſires of an amorous and accom- 
pliſh'd Prince, Who is their Sovereign, he ſeldom ſigh'd 
an vain.  Zoa was inform'd of his Amours, and contt- 
_ mning to love him with an unbated Fondnefs, found no 
more Satisfaction in this third Marriage, than ſhe had 
done in the others; the Violence of her Temper how- 
ever muſt have ſome Object to vent itſelf upon, and ſe- 
veral Ladies, who had prefer'd the Love of the Emperor 
to their Virtue, found their Crimes their Puniſhiment in 
the Reſentment of the furious Empreſs. ww 

Tus Beauty however, who had _ the chief 
Aſcendant over him, and to which all others were no 
more than tranſient Gallantries, he had the Artifice to 
ſcreen from the Suſpicion of the jealous Zoa ; and that 
Empreſs, in all the time ſhe was his Wife, cou'd never pro- 
voke him to do any thing which eou'd draw on him the 
III- will of his People, always governing them with Juſ- 
tice and Affability, and behaving to her with the great- 
eſt Reſpect. 

SecxtET Diſcontents are frequently more mortal 
than the moſt terrible Diſeaſes, the Empreſs languiſh'd 
a long time under the Grief of being leſs pleating to 
Conſtantine, than ſhe was willing the World ſhould 
be ſenſible of; and in the ewelfth Year of her Marriage 


to him died, and leſt him at liberty to make a Choice 
more agreeable to his Iuclinations. This was the yr 
o 
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of that unhappy Princeſs ; and by her Death her beloved 
Rival, the fair Neamia ſucceeded to the Throne and Bed, 
as ſhe had long reigned in the Heart of Conſfantine. 
Tuts was a Woman of a very ftrange Character, 
faid Hortenſia, perceiving Areliſe had done ſpeaking ; 
her Humour wou'd not permit her to be happy, but 
J am ſurprized ſhe met with no greater Migfortunes, 
indeed that ſhe died not in a Station much below that of 
Empreſs, | | 
Fos part, added Camilla, I expected ſome very 
dreadful Cataſtrophe; but, continued ſhe, neither the 
Rxample of Zoa, nor of any other Woman, who have 
acted as ſhe did, ought, in my Opinion, to make us for- 
thoſe who merit to be praiſed : Even in this Hiſtory, 
if we find a Zoa to condemn, we are alſo preſented with 
a 7 heodora to admire. | 
Tits very true, reply d Thelamont, and we muſt do 
that Juſtice to the Sex to own, that for one whoſe Ex- 
travagancies enforce our Blame, we may produce many 
beautiful Contraſts, which demand our Eſteem. The 
Character of the lovely and unfortunate Erbelgiue, 
is infinitely more remarkable for Virtue than that of Zoa 
is for the contrary, | 
FELICTHA indeed, faid Florinda, has painted 
Mind of that Princeſs in Colours fo amiable, 
that one cannot reflect on her Deſtiny without the utmoſt 
Concern. The Spouſe of Prince Edmund her Son, was 
little leſs deſerving, and httte lefs unhappy tho' in a 
different way; and when I conſider the Hiſtory of 
thoſe two Ladies, it ſeems to me, that e thing that 
can make Virtue calamitous, join'd to di the Re- 
e e "Do 196. Mktde 
, HAT! i r ily, ou 
the Adventures of the Son of Erbelred 2 Zeh ger, and 
wou'd you deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing them? 
No, my dear Florinda, I cannot fuffer you to be filent 
on this occafion, and conjure Urania not to let you reſt, 
*till you have ſatisfied our Curioſity. | * 
I xxow not, reply'd Urania, how the beautiful 
FHlerinda can diſpenſe * doing us this Favour; _ 
4 
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the is too ſenſible of the Delight we take in 22 her 
ſpeak, to refuſe the Opportunity that preſents itſelf. 

Tuo', added Julia, there requires nothing to heigh- 
ten the Charms of that Lady's Diſcourſe; yet will 
It now be doubly agreeable, when it gives the chronolo- 
gical Adventures of a Family we are all ſo deeply inte- 
reſted in, for the ſake of the beautiful Ezhel/give, But, 
continued ſhe, as I believe this will be a Hiſtory of ſome 
length; tis my Advice to adjourn to the Garden, that 
we may enjoy the Pleaſure of the Air, and give the 
better Attention to the Recital. 

Irc, anſwered Florinda, that you rely too 
much on my Obedience, to imagine I would deceive 
you; therefore am ready, without any Excuſe, to do 
any beſt for your Satisfaction. 

You muſt not then, cry'd Camilla, with a Bay 
Air, make thoſe Abridgements, Areliſe did in the Hil- 
tory of Zoa I like not to. have the Incidents 
of many Years crouded into a Narration of a quarter of 
„ the Juſtice of this Reproach, reply'd Areli 

ALLOW ce o , reply iſe 
lng, but every body is beſt acquainted with their 
own Abilities; and as I know myſelf incapable of ma- 
king a long Narration without becoming tedious to 
i aa important 


No body has the power of 8 themſelves bet · 
ter, returned Urania; but I ſee the Company is impati- 
ent for the Hiſtory of Prince Edmund, and already wiſh 
themſelves on the Terraſs. 

AT theſe Words every one aroſe, and without entering 
into any farther Converſation, went haſtily to the Gar- 
den, where they immediately ſeated themſelves in the 
beſt manner they could, to loſe nothing of the Diſ- 
, Courſe Florinda was about to entertain them with; 
and that agreeable Lady no ſooner perceived her Friends 
J a Condition to liſten to her, than ſhe began in theſe 

erms. 
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The HisTory of ALcITHA, Princeſs 
of England. 


HE Hiſtory of the admirable Fthe/give is ſo 

| preſent to us, that I have no need to remind 
you, that Ethelred had two Princes by her when he 
eſpouſed the Princeſs of Normandy, Felicia has already 
inform'd us, that this new Queen treated the Children 
of Ethe/give with an extreme Tenderneſs; bat above 
all, ſhe loved Prince Edmund, who was the elder, with 
an Affection not at all inferior to that of an own Mother; 
whether it was that the unhappy Deſtiny of that Prin- 
ceſs moved her to Compaſſion for the Loſs the Royal In- 
fants ſuſtain'd, or the Perſonal Graces of the young Prin- 
ces, or both together, is uncertain; but all the Hiſto- 
ries of thoſe Times agree, that ſhe took not only a ma- 
ternal Care of their Education, but alſo the ſame Plea- 
ſure in ſeeing the Improvements they made from time 
to time, as that unfortunate Princeſs would have done. 
Prince Edmund making ſomething a ſwifter sin 
all he was inſtructed in, for that Reaſon, as well as on 
account of his Elderſhip, ſhared a double Portion of her 
1 and none who ſaw him in the Court of Ezbe/- 
but would have ſuppoſed him Son of the preſent 

acen, 

Tuts lovely Prince was no more than ten Years old 
when the King his Father married Emma; but his 
young Heart was already ſenſible, that he had loſt 
a Mother, by whom he was adored, and whoſe Hiſtory, 
with all its melancholy Circumſtances, had been reci- 
ted to him a thouſand and a thouſand times. And tho* 
in ſo tender an Age we are rarely capable of giving any 
long Attention to * either happy or unhappy, 
| 5 ye 
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yet was his Underſtanding fo far advanced, that he was 
n leſs touch'd with the Misſortunes of £7hetgive and the 
Oxuelty of Erbelred, than he could have been at twice 
Ris Years. 

A Heaxzr in this Situation promis 'd but little Return 
to the Attachment a Queen had to him, who poſleſs'd 
the Bed and Throne, of an own Mother; a Mother he 
ſo juſtly lamented, and had been made happy but by her 
Misfortunes. But this Princeſs knew how to 3 
her Cares for him with Careſſes fo tender, and Words 
ſo ſweetly conſolatory, that the young Edmund at laſt 
became touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude. She 
never entertained him as a Child, but conforming her 
Diſcourſe rather to the Strength of his Underſtand- 
ing than the Weakneſs of this Age, their Converſa- 
tions had in them ſomething ſo ſingular, that one 
_ help admiring equally both cke one and the 

. 8 

Norutxo is ſo flattering to Youth as to find itſelf be- 
heved capable of diſtinguiſhing great Things: Edmund 
knew the value of the Queen's behaviour to him, and 
became inſenſibly as much hers as ſhe cou'd defire; fo 
that if he had a Mother in her, the had in him a Son, 
a Subject, and a true Friend, as ſhe ſoon after had an 
Occaſion to experience. More than two Years had paſſed 
away, without any thing being talked on but the Per- 
ſections of this young Prince; but the third was not ar- 
rived, before the unconſtant Erh.Jred treated his preſent 
Queen in the ſame manner he had done the unfortunate 
Ethelgive. ; 

Ir was in this Time, that Edmund made known to 
the Queen how worthy he was of the Love and Efteem 

the had teſtified for him; the Conformity of her Miſ- 
fortune, with that of his Mother's, render'd her more 
dear to him than ſhe had been before, or at leaſt, the 
Affection ſhe had inſpired him with, being quickned 
by the Pity her preſent Condition 1 ſhow'd . 
itſelf with great Vigour. He omitted wo that 
he thought might give any Mitigation to her Sufferings, 
he never ceaſed to conſole her Griefs, to lament her 
Fate with all that came into his Preſence, and m_ 
q ur 
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mark, and leave all his Baggage, with his Hopes, be- 
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bour for her with the King. And ſo admirably did b 
manage in this critical Juncture, and ſo ſtrictly preſerve 


the Duty owing to. his King and Father, that tho” he 


always took the 8 * part, and would never be 


brought to change his Conduct in that point; yet did 
he do it in ſuch a manner, as Ezhelred had nothing to 


accuſe him of. 


Taincs were in this State, when Scweno, King of 
Denmark, invaded England. You know by the Hilo ry 


of Ethelgive, that Ethelred had before been perſecuted. 
by that Prince; that after a bloody Battle, he had been 


obliged by him to quit his Dominions ; to recover” 
which he had recourle to Queen Emma, and found an 
Aſylum in the Court of the Duke of Normandy her Bro- 
ther. But you are ignorant, that it was on this dread- 
ful Occaſion Prince Edmund firſt appear d in Arms, and 
gave illuſtrious, Proofs of his heroic Courage; he always 
ght near the Perſon of the King his Father, had the 
Honour of ſaving his Life twice, and made known a 
Magnanimity which might have turn'd the Fortune of 
the Day, if all the Stars had not decreed in favour of 
the Dane. Ethelred, after ſeeing his Army routed, was 
compell'd to leave the Field, and Edmund accompanied 
his Flight, as he had followed him in the Combat. 
Queen Emma was little leſs touch'd with the Glory 
the Prince had acquired, than with the Return of her 
Huſband's Affections: You know, forgetful of al 
Injuries ſhe had ſuſtain'd, ſhe obtained every thing he 
could defire of Richard II. Duke of Normandy; WW 
that affectionate Brother gave the whole Royal Family 
Protection in his Court, till he could raiſe an Army for- 
midable enough to re- inſtate them in their own Domi- 
nions; which being done, Ethelred, at the Head of 
theſe brave Normans, entred England, gave Battle to Ca- 
nute, the Son and Sucgeſſor of Sweno, and gain'd an en- 
tire Victory over him, forcing him to return to Den- 


hind. | 
THz furprizing Valour of Prince Edmund tly 
contributed to this Victory, and made him be looked 


* upon. 
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upon by the King and People as the only Perſon worthy 
to nee 495 Ethelred re- enter d London with this 
illuſtrious Son, amidſt the Acclamations of innumera- 
ble Multitudes, who reſounded their Names even to the 
Heavens. As ſoon as the publick Tranquillity was 
a little ſettled, the Queen, with the reſt of the Royal 
Family, return d; and for ſome time nothing but Re- 
Joicings were to be ſeen, both in the Court and 


City. 

ETHELRED, however, deſirous to take from the 
Danes all hopes of ever re entering England by the 
means of an ſecret Inu es, made an exat ch 
after all thoſe whom he found had been any way at- 
tached to their Intereſts. Several Provinces of the North, 
which had facilitated their Deſcent, and conſequently 
the Conqueſt of the Kingdom, felt the Weight of his 
juſt Diſpleaſure. 

Amonc the Number of thoſe who had been of the 
greateſt ſervice to Canute, was vigefrid. This Noble- 
man was originally of Denmark, and nearly allied to the 
Blood Royal: He had ſettled himſelf at 2 was 
one of the firſt that rais'd Forces for the Service of 
Sweno, when that Prince made a Deſcent on England, 
and had afterwards ſupported the young Carte in his 
Sovereignty over England; but being conſtrain'd to em- 
bark in haſte, and quit his beautiful Conqueſt, and 
Sigefrid unable to accompany him, he ed toge- 
ther the Remains of the beaten Army, to whom he 
joined all the Malecontents that came to him from 
time to time, and fortify'd himſelf in a fine Caſtle 
he had near Oxford; from whence he kept a conſtant 
Correſpondence with Canute; exhorting him not to 
imagine be had entirely loſt England, and aſſuring him, 
that he ſhou'd ſoon be in a Condition to call him 


ETHELRED was inform'd of all theſe Tranſactions, 


and to put a ſtop to the Continuance of them, march'd 


his Troops againſt Sige/rid; to whom being much ſu- 
jor in Numbers, he ſoon vanquiſh'd, took him 


riſoner. He was immediately conducted to London, and 


after 
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after a ſhort Examination found guilty of High- Treaſon, 
and condemned to loſe his Head. bog 1 
 CANUTE being informed of this Misfe , ſent” 
Ambaſſadors to England in behalf of his Kinſman and 
Subject; but the enrag'd Etbelred forgetting, that, on 
the like Occaſion, Sweno had made his firſt Deſcent into 
England, deſpiſed the Solicitations of the Danes, and, 
in the preſence of thoſe who came for the Protection of 
Sigefrid, made the Sentence of Death be executed on 
hi 


im. b | | 
— DuxrinG the Interceſſion of the Danes, Ethelred pri- 
vately offer'd Sigefrid his Life, provided he wou'd de- 
liver up to him the ſtrong Places he was poſſeſs d of; 
but the unfortunate Count depending upon the Protec- 
tion of the King of Denmark, and knowing that there 
were Ambaſſadors ſent on his account, wou'd not a 
of any Propoſals made to him, and ſo fell the Victim 
of his own Obſtinacy rather than the Cruelty of Erbel- 
red. 367 
Tus Daniſb Ambaſſadors loudly complained of the 
little Regard was paid to the Entreaties of their King; 
but all the Anſwer they could obtain from Erbelrea, 
was an Order to depart immediately out of his Domini- 
ons, his Reſentment againſt that Nation not permitti 
him to reflect on the Conſequence ſuch a Behaviour m 
naturally preduce. | | 
In their Return to Denmark, they were attack'd, 
taken Priſoners, and put in Chains, by ſome: of the 
People of the Orcades, who ſent out Veſſels on purpoſe 
to intercept their Paſſage, as was thought, by the Inſti- 
gation of the King of England: For ſome Months they 
were detained on that barren and uncomfortable Shore, 
nor ſuffer d to depart till they had paid a very great 
Ranſom. | 
Tx1s laſt Indignity, added to the Death of Sigefr-id, 
ſo exaſperated Canute, that he reſolved once more to en- 
ter England with Fire and Sword. To that end, he 
ve Orders for the — 7 9 powerful Army, and for 
the equipping all the Shi;s he had in his Ports. 
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Tus great Preparations were not unknown in Eng- 
land, and Ethelred neglected nothing to reſiſt his Enemy 


both by Bea and Land for which purpoſe it was highly 


neceſſary he ſhou'd make himſelf Maſter of all the 
Lands of Sigefrid; particularly of that Caſtle which he 
had fortified, and might. be of great uſe to favour 
the threatned Deſcent of the Danes. This Place was 


_ exceeding ftrong of itſelf, had in it a great Garriſon, 


and was well furniſhed with Ammunition, and all forts 
of Proviſions ; but that which rendered it moſt formi- 
dable, was the: admirable Courage and Reſolution of 
her who commanded it. | Ver 

_ ALGITHA, the Widow of Sigefrid, was a Princeſs, 
who, from the moſt tender Years, had accuſtomed her- 
felf to the Fatigues of the War ; and to all the Perfec- 


tions of her own Sex, had join'd every thing that is 


iſe-worthy in the other. She was not inferior to her 
Huſband in Courage, Wiſdom, or military Diſci- 
pline ; and her natural Inclination to War, now anima- 
ted by deſire of Revenge, made her omit nothing that 
ight render this e inacceſſible to the Arms of 
Ethelred, whom ſhe regarded with the moſt perfect De- 
teſtation, as being the Author of his Death who had 
been ſo dear to her. 2 
THE LRI OD vas not — of the Wiſdom and 
Reſolution of this beautiful Warriour, and therefore ſent 
his valiant. Son at the head of his moſt experienced 
Troops, to inveſt Sic4fort, for fo was this Caſtle called. 
Never was any Fortreſs more indebted to Nature for its 
Situation than was this: It ſtood on a prodigious Emi- 


nence, which over look'd the whole Country round a- 


bout, and was encompaſſed with Rocks ſharp and 
„and of a ſtupendous Height. The Ground be- 

neath was marſhy, and altogether impaſſable but by a 
narrow Path, 'thro* which no more then two cou'd go 
a-breaſt; had Edmund therefore attempted to march 
his Army by this Rout, they muſt have been all de- 
ſtroyed by the Arrows from above, and great Stones 
which the Beſieged might eafily have thrown - down 
from* the Precipices. But this intrepid, tho* young 
General, ſoreſaw the Diſadvantages he labour'd under, 
a and 
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perate, and who neither hoped, nor expected any 
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and far from ſuffering himſelf to be dejected by them 

like a ſecond Hannibal, made his way where there 
ſeemed to be no way, and conquer'd even Nature, when 

ſhe oppoſed herſelf to the eſs of his Glory, By 
Stratagems, as difficult in the Execution as they were 

wonderful in the Invention, he dried up the fenny 

Ground, and procured a ſound Footing for his Soldiers; 

then found means to advance Machines to batter down 

the Walls, which were ſhaking by the very firſt Attack, 

and at laſt had-a Breach with in them, large enough 

for. a Battalion to enter. But theſe Approaches cou'd 


not be made till after many Skirmiſhes, and t loſs 


on hoth ſides. The Beſiegers fought like Men, who 
perfer d Glory to Life; and the Beſieged like Men, deſ- 


arter. 
Tut fair Agitba, who commanded in the "Caſtle, 
order'd every thing fo well, that the oldeſt Captains 
were ſurprized at her Wiſdom. She appear'd amidſt 
the- thickeſt Dangers, arm'd at all points, animating 
the Soldiers by her Words and Example, and marking 
the Paths ſhe «trod with innumerable Deaths; all the 
Engliſh who fell into her hands, in the Sallies ſhe ſre- 
quently made, became unhappy Victims to her Revenge, 
. caafing them to be thrown from the Ramparts upon 
thoſe frightful Rocks, which daſh'd their Bodies to 
pou in ſight-of the whole Army; nor did the Be- 
egers treat their Priſoners with leſs Barbarity : So that 
theſe reciprocal Cruelties produc'd a Hate in both Par- 
ties, which . a double Fury to the War. 
P«jkcs Edmund had frequently heard the high Cha- 
rater of Algitha's Valour and Conduct; but cou'd ne- 
ver perſuade himſelf, that they were confiderable e- 
nough to have ſo long retarded the Progreſs of his 
Arms: And as he knew ſhe- had with her many Cap- 
tains of great Experience, he*gttfibuted to them the 
Honour of this vigorous Op but 'to whom- 
foever it was owing, he thou ce to him 
to be ſo long repulſed, and therefore refolved to make 
uſe of his utmoſt Efforts. The Breach being more 
enlarged, he ſummon'd the Beſieged to ſurrender ; but 
re- 
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receiving from them no other Anſwer than R 
and Threatnings to revenge the Death of Sigefrid on his 
Head, and on that of the King his Father, he prepared 
every thing for a -m_ Aſſault, which was given the 
next day at Sun-riling. The Combat laſted three Hours, 
without the Eng/; being able to get any Ground; and 
the Prince iving he had loſt a great number of 
Men, and that the remainder were diſcouraged by the 
Valour of one Warriour who carried Death and Terror 
wherever he came, was obliged to ſound a Retreat, and 
take new meaſures for carrying the Place. 

Tung Days after, in which time the Breach was 
very conſiderably widen'd, Prince Edmund ordered the 
beſt of his Men to be pick'd out from all his Troops, 
and putting himſelf at their Head, began the general 
Aſſault, with a firm Reſolution, either to conquer, or to 
die. 4/githa, who foreſaw his Intention, drew up her 
Forces behind the Breach, and ranged them in ſo artful 
and advantageous a manner, that the Beſieged were not 
without hope of being ſtill able to refiſt their Enemy. 

In fine, this laſt and moſt bloody Attack was given at 
fix a-Clock in the Morning, on the fourth of September 
in the Year 1014: The Exglib fell on the Beſieged with 
Fury; they defended themſelves with the ſame ; and 
the braveſt of both Parties became Victims to. the Am- 
bition of their Chiefs. ; 

Taz Battle had already laſted fix Hours, without the 
agi being able to mount the Breach, The ſame 
Warriour, that Prince Edmund had ſeen before, makin 
ſuch Havock among his Troops, ſeem'd now by his 
ſingle Valour to withſtand the Efforts of a whole Army; 
and a ſecret Jealouſy of Glory joining with the Deſire 
of Conqueſt, to animate the Soul of this young Hero, 
he fought to encounter him, whom alone he look'd 
on as his Rival in Fame, and Bar to his preſent Vic- 
tory, Fortune favour'd his Wiſhes, and this formi- 
dable Adverſary being ſpurred on with the ſame 
Eagerneſs, to try his Strength with him, who appear- 
ed moſt worthy of his Arms; and being told which 
was Prince Edmund, was coming forward at the fame + 


* 
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with an Intention to have put an end to that Life, 
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ons the Prince of Eng/and was opening a Paſſage to 
TazsE two Prodigies of Valour attack'd each other 
with an equal Fury: The Strokes which fell from both, 
were ſo well aim'd, and deſcended with that force, that 
neither but look'd on his Adverſary as invulnerable in 
reſiſting them. The Champion of the Beſieged had the 
Advantage however of the Prince, in one Blow, which 
lighting firſt on his Head-piece, broke it in pieces, and 
m the Deſcent cut the Braces of his Armour on his 
right Shoulder. But Edmund, more enraged by this 
Accident, flew fo vigorouſly on his Enemy, that he 
threw him at his Feet, and reſolving to put an end to 
his Life, was about to unfaſten his Helmet, that he 
might cut off his Head; when the Beſieged, who had 
a more than ordi Intereſt in the Life of this Perſon, 


made ſurprizing rts for his Deliverance: But the 


Englib e the Cries of their Enemies of what 
Importance this Life was to them, fell upon them in 
ſach a manner, as took from them all Thoughts but of 
their own Safety, and having drove them from the 
Breach, become Maſters of it, and of that Quarter of 
the Rampart, while their gallant Prince was, tor ſome 
Moments, reduced to a Condition, which deprived him 
of the Power of aſſiſting them | 2 
Ha vixo pluck'd off the Helmet of his Adyerſary, - 


which he thought eclipſed the Glory of his own, his 
Arm was ſuddenly arreſted by the Sight of the moſt 
ſurprizing Beauty that ever had offered itſelf to his 
Eyes; the fineſt Hair in the, World, which fell in 
abundance, down the Shoulders of the Vanquiſh'd; and 
the Softneſs and Delicacy of the Features, made known 
to him, that this admirable Perſon was a Woman; 
and the Terror; thoſe of her Party were in for: her 
Danger, making the Name of A/githa reſound from 
every Quarter eft him no room to doubt it was that 
rinceſs. 8 | 
As8TONISHMENT and Admiration now ſupply'd 
the Place of Fury, and the ſudden Change _ 
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the Violence of one Emotion to others of fo contrary u 
Nature, made little difference between the Victor and 
the Vanquilltied. | He recovered himſelf time enough to 
prevent any Notice being taken of what paſs'd in his 
Heart; and having ordered her to be carried to his 
Tent, and that the ſame Care ſhould be taken of her as 
of himſelf, returned to the Aſſault, where he found his 
Troops had gain'd the Breach, and that the Beſieged 
were in the moſt horrible Diſorder. *. 
Hz now found that Algit ha had been the Soul of her 
_— and that it was ber Loſs alone that gained him 
the Victory. He offered Quarter to all who wou'd lay 
- down their Arms; but they refuſed to accept it, and 
Fell Victims to their Obſtinacy and Deſperation. Prince 
\Edmund to reward the 'Bravery and long Fatigue his 
Army had ſuſtained, allow'd the whole Plunder of the 
Place, excepting only the Caſtle, where he knew the 
Treaſures of a were amaſſed. During all this 
Action, he ſent Meſſengers every moment to hear News 
of his fair Priſoner ; and being inform'd, that ſhe had 
mo Wounds that were dan s, felt a Pleaſure, which, 
ut firſt, he was not ſenfible from what Source derived; 
but the Impatience he was in to return to his Tent, in a 
1 IN him, — — for the in- 
comparable 4/pitha was agi mething more 

ſoft — — and — vehement than Piry. | 
Bur however violent his Perturbations were on this 
account, theſe of the Princeſs were not at all inferior. 
In = of the Animoſity ſhe had vowed for the Blood 
of Ethelred, when the Blow ſhe had given made the 
Viſor of Edmund fall off, and diſcovered to her his 
Face, all the Fury and Reſentment ſhe had been poſ- 
ted of, converted in one moment to Admiration; 
the Heat of the Combat having given new Charms 
to this young Hero, he appear'd an Enemy more for- 
midable to her Heart than to her Life : The Fire which 
Jparkled from his Eyes ſtruck thro' her very Soul; 
her Deſires of, Vengeance diſſipated, her Strength di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe was incapable of Defence, when the 
Prince was employing his whole Force for her De- 
x ſtruction, 
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truction. The Victory he obtained over her had, 
doubtleſs, coſt him more Blows, had not the Tender- 
neſs juſt then riſing in her Soul, deprived her of her 
accuſtomed Fierceneſs, and aided his Attempt. The 
Wound he gave, contributed leſs to her fainting, than 
the Confuſion of her Mind; and when ſhe came to her- 
ſelf, which ſhe did not, till after ſhe was brought into 
the Tent of her Conqueror, ſhe caſt her Eyes about, 
with an Air all languiſhing, in ſearch of the Perſon who 
had thus doubly ſubdued her; and finding he was not 
preſent, threw herſelf down again on the Couch with 
a Sigh, which ſeemed to tend the Boſom it proceeded 


Patxcx Edmund had no ſooner made himſelf Maſter 
of the Caſtle, than he ordered all the Ladies, who had 
been Attendants on A/pirba, to be brought k fore him; 
and after acquainting them with the Fate of chat Prin- 
ceſs, ſent them under a ſtrong Guard, for their Secn- 
rity, to his Tent ; judging it wou'd be no inconſidera- 
ble Alleviation of her Griefs, to have theſe about her, 


J | From whom ſhe had been accuſtomed: to receive Ser- 


vices. 
Ar their Arrival, found her in the manner I 
[have related, and by their Tears and Kxclamations teſ- 
tied how very dear ſhe was to them, and how greatly 
they regretted to ſec her in that State. She received 
theſe Marks of their Duty and Affection with the molt 
engaging Sweetneſs ; and turning herſelf to the princi- 
pal of them, Edwige, ' faid ſhe, we are Captives, and 
all my Endeavours have been fruitleſs. 7 
Yes, Madam, anſwered that Confidant, Prince BA. 
mund is Maſter of the Place; his Victory is intire 3 andy 
tho* he wou'd willingly have ſpared your People's Bod, 
and to that end made very advantageous Offers, yet 
their Grief and Deſpair for your ſuppoſed Death wou'd 
not ſuffer them to accept of any thing: But their Re- 
ſiſtance ſerved only to increaſe the Glory of your invin- 
cible Enemy, by adding fo great a number to thoſe who» 
had already fallen beneath the force of his Arms. 
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Aras! reſumed the Princeſs, then all are periſhed, 


| | b | continued ſhe, implore his Clemency, and, if it be poſ- 


to us———-Perhaps, added ſhe with a Sigh, he has a 
_ Heart leſs inflexible than that of his inhuman Father. 
As ſhe pronounced theſe Words high enough to be 
underſtood by thoſe whom Prince Edmund had placed 
to guard, and wait upon her, they aſſured her, that ſhe 
might expect every thing from his Generoſity, and that 
by the Care he had * ut to be taken of her, and 
the extreme Diſquiet he was in for having put her into 
that Condition, tho“ unknown, it was eaſy to judge, 


Es lend a favourable Ear to all ſhe ſhould pro- 
Pole. , 


her Condition. Theſe Teſtimonies of his Goodneſs 
Tompleated the Conqueſt of her Heart; and at the 


able Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Territories ſhe had left, 


new ones ſpringing up in her Soul, which would not 


defend her from the Tenderneſs the Son inſpired ; in 
vain ſhe recollected the Violence of Ethelred, and the 
fad Fate of a once beloved Huſband ; all thoſe dreadful 
Ideas loſt their Horror, and gave way to the inchanting 
Image of the Hero, who had conquered her. She 
| 14 ho Night in continual Agitations between the 
ration of what was owing te the Manes of Sige- 
rid, and the Merits of the ing Edmund ; and 
tho” this laſt had infinitely the ſtrongeſt Party in her 
Soul, yet cou'd ſhe not give herſelf up entirely to it 
without a Remorſe, which involved her in moſt terrible 
Perplexities. | 


- 


8 


' PRINCE 


Fun v told her alſo, that ſhe was now in the Tent of 
that Prince, and that fince her Entrance into it, he had 
not paſs'd one Moment without ſending to enquire of 4 


ſame time flattered her with the hope of making a Z 
Treaty with him, which might ſecure her the pedce- 
Bur if the Troubles of the War were over, ſhe had f N 


yas her to take any Repoſe: In vain ſhe called to L ; 
embrance her Motives of Hatred to the Father, to 


and I am the unhappy Cauſe. But let us ſee this Prince, 
ſible, fave thoſe that are in the other Places belonging 
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Prince Edmund was not in a Situation of more Tran-' 
quillity ; he arrived at the Camp ſo late in the Even- 
ing, that to have demanded a Sight of his Priſoner, 
weu'd have been too diſteſpectful for him to have been 

ailty of, had ſhe been much leſs the Miſtreſs of his 
Soul : But he looked on himſelf as the moſt criminal of 
Mankind, in having lifted his Arm againſt a Perſon 
whom he thought born for univerſal mand. He 
inceſſantly reproached his Fury and his Blindneſs, and 
in the Vehemence of his Rage againſt himſelf, ima- 
gined, he cou'd never repair the Fault he had commit- 
ted, but by loving her with an Ardour as violent as his 
Hate had been ; and as he had ſought her Life, to de- 
vote his own entirely to her Service, and to hazard eve- 
ry thing, and endure every thing for her ſake. Thus, 
far from oppoſing the growing Paſſion in his Breaſt, he 
made no other uſe of his Reaſon and his Reflections than 
to indulge it, | | 

Tus Deſire of ſeeing this beautiful Princeſs, imme- 
diately ſucceeded the Reſolution of adoring her for 
ever: And as ſoon as he thought a Viſit wou'd not be 
incommodious, ſent to intreat Permiſſion to attend her. 
Algitha, who e this Civility, and found herſelf 
eſtabliſhed enough for Converſation, received his Meſ- 
ſenger with a moſt becoming Affability, and expreſs'd 


an obliging Impatience for this Interview. 


Taz Prince ſoon after appeared, followed by the 
principal Officers of the Army: He was habited with 
the utmoſt Magnificence, but the Perfections of his Per- 
ſon and Addreſs, were infinitely more enchanting to the 
Eyes of A/githa, than the Luſtre of his Jewels, or the 
Richneſs of his Dreſs. All Hiſtories agree, that he 
was without Exception the moſt handſome and beſt- 
made Man of his Time; and as in War, he cou'd not 
be look'd on without Fear, ſo in Peace, he never ap- 

without creating Love and Eſteem. 
 ALGIT H A now had ſeen him both in the one and 
the other, and cou'd not defend herſelf from a ſe- 
cond Surprize little inferior to the firſt, However, ſhe 
had command enough over herſelf to. teſtify it by no 
other Token than a Geſture of Admiration ; a Paſſion 


3 which 
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which none of the Ladies who attended her cou'd pre- 
uent themſelves from being/ ſeized with, at bis firft Ap- | 


Pac Bamand on the other fide found her ſueh, 
as. for ſome moments deprived him of the Power of 
Speech; if ſhe: had ſeem'd to him ſo incomparably 
lovely in the midſt of Blood and Slaughter, what muſt 
the now do, adorn'd with Softneſs, and all the Advan- 
tages of Dreſs? Being an Amazon, ſhe had no other 
Covering: to her Head than a Plume of white Feathers, 
which waving careleſsly ſometimes one way, and ſome- 
times another, concealed, and diſcovered by turns her 
beautiful Forehead ; her Hair hung looſe in Ringtets o- 
ver her Shoulders, and that part which was turned back, 
was filleted with a Sing Diamonds of a prodigious 
Largeneſs and Luſtre. She was tall, and ſhaped with 
the utmoſt-Exattneſs ; nor was any of the Advantages 
Nature had beſtowed on her, unembelliſhed by Art. 
This Day, her Garment: being cloſe to her Body, diſ- 
cloſed the admirable: Proportions of her Limbs; and at 
the ſame time had an Air of Negligence : In fine, the 
Regularity and Sweetneſs of her Features, the Delicacy 
of her Complexion, and the Majeſty which reigned 
throughout her whole Perſon, rendered her, on the 
Arifeſt Examination, not leſs perfect than ſhe appeared 
at the firſt ſtriking Appearance. | 
Tus enamour d Prince cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his Tranſ- 
rts at the ſight of ſo much Beauty; and perhaps he 
it not ſo well, but that thoſe who accompanied him 
might have penetrated into the Secret of his Heart, if 
their own Aſtoniſhment had not prevented them from 
taking notice of his Behaviour, and at the ſame time 
iven him leave to recollect himſelf How guilty am 
» Madam! faid he, how dear has my Victory coſt me, 
fince I -cou'd not purchaſe it, but my offending ſo in- 
comparable a Princeſs | I will: not attempt to juſti 
myſelf, by ſaying you are wholly unknown to me, for I 
can no way render myſelf worthy of your Pardon, but 
by offering my Liſe to your juſt Reſentment. He ac- 


theſe Words with ſo paſſionate an Action, 
$ 


ox ogy — 


— We 
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that the diſcerning A/githa was no longer ignorant of” 
what her — which — adding a 
brighter and more lively Colour to her Cheeks, made 
her appear yet more lovely than before. 49 
Mr Lord, replied ſhe, with a Voice which had in it 
nothing of Enmity, if the Conſequences of War may be 
accounted Crimes, I am infinitely the moſt guilty er 
ſon: I knew very well who you were, I ſought you, 
combated with you, and. defired nothing more than to 
have put an end to your Days; and how, my Lord, con- 
tinued ſhe, will England ever on me for laying ſacri- 
legions Hands on the greateſt and moſt amiable Prince 
her Annals ever boaſted ? But let us, added the, with a 
moſt charming Sweetneſs, let us forget what's paſt, and 
permit the Peace which I am now about to offer, may” 
put an end to all our Differences, 
Tae Prince ſaw well, that A/githa had no mind to 
anſwer to the obliging things he had to ſay to ber, 
therefore deferred any Yeclaration of his Sentiments till 
a fitter Seaſon ; and with 'a Bow the moſt tender and 
reſpe&ful that cou'd be, he told her, that he wou'd 
negle& nothing that might prevail on the King his Fa- 
ther to conclude the War, as little to her diſadvantage 
as poſſible ! And after many Compliments on both ſides, 
they parted with Sentiments and Deſires vaſtly different 
from thoſe they had been animated by ſome Days be- 
fore, , | . 
Tux. Prince of Eng/and had no ſooner quitted her, 
than his firſt Care was to diſpatch a Courier to the King, 
with the whole Hiſtory of this. famous Siege: His Eet- 
ter was full of the Praiſes of all thoſe who had ſignalia d 
themſelves in the War, and of. the Valour of his Troops 
in general, without making any mention of himſelf, or 
of his Combat with Algitha; ſaying only, that Princeſs 
was his Priſoner, and that all the 'Treafures of Sigefrid 
were in his power, and intreated Permiſſion to treat with 
the Widow of that Rebel; inſinuating, that a Peace 
wou' d render him in a better Condition to reſiſt the King 
of Denmark ; and urged his political Reaſons for putting 
an end to the War in that Part of the Country, 1 
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fo:much Wit and Prudence, that the King and Council 
were Charmed with them, and readily nted to leave 
him intire Maſter of his Conqueſt, and to ratify what- 
ever he ſhou'd decree concerning the Fate of his Priſo- 
ner, or the Diſpoſal of her Territories. 

Wurz the King and Court were in this favourable 
Diſpoſition towards him, the Heart of A/githa was yet 
more ſo. This ſecond View of him had ſo well eſta- 
bliſhed his Image in her Heart, that it was not in her 

r to eraſe it even for a Moment, much leſs to ſuf- 
a e in competition with it. 

Aſter the Departure of the Prince, finding herſelf alone 

with Edwige, from whom ſhe never concealed any oy 
ſhe ſpoke of her engaging Conqueror in Terms ſo fu 
of Admiration, and fo highly extolled the Beauties of 
his Perſon and rare Qualities, that this Lady eaſily per- 
eee ſuch paſſionate Praiſes were 
derived. | 

ALGITHA perceived ſhe had diſcovered her Secret, 
and far from being offended at it, Ewige, faid ſhe with 
the moſt languiſhing Air, I ſee thou haſt penetrated into 
my Heart; but I ſtand in no fear of thy Reproaches : 
There needs no more than to have ſeen Prince Edmund, 
to excuſe the Weakneſs of loving him; but, continued 
ſhe, ſighing, ſince thou art ſo good at reading the Minds 
of People, can't thou gueſs at nothing that paſſes in 
that of my Conqueror ? 

Nos his, nor yours, Madam, have eſcaped me, an- 
ſwered ſhe; and fince you permit me to declare my 
Sentiments, be perſi Madam, that whatever Ten- 
derneſs your Soul may be inſpired with in favour of the 
Prince, that which he is poſſeſſed of for you, is yet more 
violent. I examined him with care the whole time of 
his being here, and ſaw Love ſparkling in his Eyes, and 
238 — 1 2 — 4 7 When 9 affected 
an allantry eneroſity, in offering you 
his Life as a Reparation of his Fault, the Obligation 
ſeemed to me to ſpring from his Heart; and what he 
ſpoke only as a Compliment, was indeed the moſt 
ions Truth. Ves, Madam, continued ſhe, all his 
Words, all his Actions, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 

contrary, 
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contrary, declar'd the Lover; and I am ſtran de- 
ceiv'd, if in a little time you do not find he is io in the 
moſt exalted Senſe. * | 4 
As none here, purſued Florinda, turning to the Com- 
pany, are ignorant of the Force of Love, it wou'd be 
needleſs to repeat how flattering to the Wiſhes of 4/zr- 
tha, was the Diſcourſe of her Confidante ; fo I ſhall 
only lay, that in order to prolong it, ſhe confeſs d that 
ſhe had imagin'd her Preſence had made ſome impreſſion 
en the Prince, and in her turn gave her. Reaſons for 
ſuch a Suppoſition ; ſo that bath their Obſervations be- 
ing compared, ſerved to fortify the Idea in the Minds 
of the one and the other, and the Princeſs 8 
without being too vain, ſhe might indulge herſelf in 
the — Hope of being as perfectly beloved as ſhe 
loved. Teng | 
EDMUND in the mean time had Sentiments leſs 
pleafing ; his Paſſion was accompanied with a Timidity 
which ordinarily mingles itſelf with Love in an unex- 
rienced Heart: and as he joined to the reſt of his 
ÞerfeRtions that of being ignorant how worthy he was 
to be loved, he only wiſhed. he were, without hoping 
ever to merit to be ſo. | * 
Tuis Diffidence of himſelf gave him Reflections fuck 
as permitted him not to enjoy much Tranquillity. But 
as his Paſſion was too violent to be entirely conceal d, 
and he wanted Courage to declare it to the beautiful 
Inſpirer, the Conſtraint he muſt have put upon himſelf 
would have been intolerable, had he not found a Friend 
7 whoſe faithful Boſom he knew the Secret wou'd' be 
. 8 
Anonc the Lords and great Men who followed him 
in his firſt Viſit to the Princeſs, was A/dric,. a Prince 
whom the Conformiy of Years firſt, and afterwards the 
rare Qualities he obterved in him, made him the mo 
particularly attach'd to, of any who had been his Com- 
panions in this War; and he it was to whom he com- 
municated the Myſtery of his Love, and his too ſcru- 
pulous Doubts. | 
ALDRIC, who knew the Merits of his Prince much 


better than himſelf, employed his utmoſt Eloquence to 
Vor. IV. D give 


* 
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ve him a better Opinion of the Succeſs of his Deſires. 
0; m Lord, ſaid he, there i- o room to doubt, if Prince 
Edmund may make himſelf beloved wherever he wiſhes 
to be ſo ; but permit me to remind you, there are other 
Subiects for Fear, of a more formidable nature. I forſee 
a thoufand Obſtacles, on the part of the King; your 
Highneſs is the Darling and only Hope of Eagland; your 
Alliance with ſome great Princeſs, wou'd procure ſolid 
Advantages for your Country, and will E/thelred ever 
be peera d upon to ſuffer, you ſhou'd renounce thoſe 
ious Pretenſions? And, continued he, I tremble at 

e Apprehenſions of his Rage, ſhou' ** enter into 
any Engagements without his Conſent. ſe; my Lord, 
are the Reflections that give me pain, and all that ought 


to trouble yo What Woman cou'd reſiſt a Conqueſt 


ſo glorious for her as Prince Edmund ? Your Preſence 
Artracts all Eyes, all Hearts, the leaſt regard from you, 
ſubjects them to for ever, and can you think that 
when you vouchſafe to add the tendereſt Paſſion to ſuch 
werful Charms, the Widow of Sigrid wou'd not 
Joyfully return it! | 
Mr dear Alaric, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 
I can reply nothing to Words too flattering for my Be- 
Hef a partial Friendſhip hoodwinks your Judgment. 
w——I know I am far from what you think, and wou'd 
repreſent me to be; but were I all, and more than all 
that Nature ever formed of Perfection, and were the 
Dangers you have mentioned infinitely greater than they 
Are, all wou'd be too mean a Purchaſe for the Heaven 
of Aleitha's Affection Yes, Aldric, yes, that 
divine and everlaſting Miſtreſs of my Soul bears down 
all Conſiderations of the State, or the I. leaves 
me no will for any thing but herſelf — to adore only her, 


wo geats nly her; and in fine, to think only on her. 


0 
Tone and Air with which theſe Vords were 
oke, convinced the Favourite of the greatneſs of his 
ince's Paſſion ; but as he knew he” had an Infinity of 


Reaſon and good Senſe, he did not fail to lay before 


im all that he foreſaw wou'd be the Conſequence of 
An 
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his Heart, he might at leaſt be prepared for all the Ac- 
cidents it might produce. : 
Tux Prince anſwer d him with a Moderation and 
Wiſdom ern his Character; but at the ſame time 
teſtified an unſhaken Conſtancy in his Affection to the 
Beautiful Agitba, and the firmeſt Reſolution to hazard 
and to ſuffer every thing for her ſake. | 
Tas, faithful Friend and Counſellor cou'd not heat 
ſuch a Declaration without diſcovering in his Counte- 
nance. the trouble it give him; but perceiving, that 
this was one of the Strokes of Fate, againſt which 
no human Prudence is a ſufficient Defence, he wou'd 
not diſquiet his Prince with farther Arguments, but 
aſſured him that in all Events he would devote himſelf 
entirely to him, and that nothing ſhou'd ever ſeparate 
their Intereſts. 18 3 ä 
Paixcx Edmund knew too well the Value of ſuch 
a Friend, to refufe his Offers: He thank'd him in Terms 
the moſt tender and obliging; and in his turn proteſted 
never to forget the Zeal he had expreſs'd for his Good, 
and the wiſe Counſel he had given him, unable as he 
was to follow it. | 
_ , In this manner did they paſs the Remainder of the 
Day, after having viſited 1/githa : the next, and thoſe 
which ſucceeded, the enamour d Edmund failed not to 
pay his Devoirs, to that Princeſs, and without daring to 
ous of his Love, he had ſo well the Art to make 
enſible of it, that no Words cou'd have been more 
expreſſive or perſuaſive. | 
SHE received him always with a Sweetneſs full of 
Charms, but as the ſtricteſt Modeſty and Reſerve reign'd 
thro' all her Words and Actions, he was not able to 
E into her Sentianents ; and tho' he always ſaw 
with | Pleaſure, yet he never parted from her 
without doubting his Happineſs. But this Life of Suſ- 
8 was but of a ſhort duration: the Return of his 
ourier decided his Fate, and he no ſooner ſaw the 
Power the King had given him, than he haſted with 
his diſpatches to the Tent of his adored, Princeſs. | 
Sus was. alone with, Zatuige, and the Prince had 
permitted no body a” Ws but A/aric, as he 1 
fy 1 2 , 
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let him know his deſign was that day to make a diſco- 
very of his Paſſion, that faithful Confidante, after the 
firſt Compliments were over, engaged Edzwige in a par- 
ticular Convcrſation at ſome diſtance, and left the Prince 
at full liberty to entertain the Charmer of his Soul. 
The King, Madam, faid he to her, has left me intire 
Maſter of the Articles of Peace, and I come to make 
zou Miſtreſs of them, and to give you an _— 
of revenging all the Offences I have been guilty of. It 
was not enough to combat with you, to wound you, to 
take you Priſoner, there wants yet ſomething to com- 
pleat my Preſurnption, which is the daring to adore 
you, to tell you that I do, and to ſwear to you, that a 
thouſand Deaths preſented to my Eyes can never make 
me change my Sentiments. Revenge yourſelf” there- 
fore, Madam, continued he, in the moſt tender Accents, 
revenge on the Lover, the Fury of the Enemy, and pu- 
niſh in the Enemy, the Faults of the Lover-— Behold, 
T wait your Sentence, and ſhall ſubmit to it without 
murmuring. 
To be able to comprehend the Charms that accom- 
Fanied this Diſcourſe, we ſhou'd aſſemble in our Minds 
all that is agreeable in Man ; all that indulgent Nature 
can beſtow, all that Love and Wit can teach, and yet 
at laſt fall ſhort in Idea of the real Graces of this great 
and amiable Prince. Agitba was too ſenſible of the 
Perfections of this blooming Hero, and of the Glory of 
ſabduing him, to be capable of diſſembling the Paſſion 
The had for him any longer; and looking on him with 
Eyes ſparkling with Love and Joy, And of what faults, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, can you accuſe yourſelf, of which I 
am not at leaſt equally guilty ? You have hated, and 
now love me ; I wiſh'd your Death, and wou'd now give 
up my Life for the Safety of yours. Yes, my Lord, pur- 
ſued ſhe with ſome precipitation, I ſnou deteſt myſelf, 
if I cou'd yet hate what is moſt worthy in the whole 
world to be loved — Do I not ſee with the ſame Eyes 
all England does? Have I a Heart lefs ſenſible of 
merit than the reſt of your Subjects No, my Lord, 
and if I am ambitious: of being diftinguiſhed from the 
- multitude, it is by the exceſs of tenderneſs alone. * | 
| 15 
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Tis eaſy to imagime the effect ſuch a Confeſſion muſt 
produce in a Prince young, ardent, - and burning with 


the moſt violent Paſſion that ever was; he forgot Aldric, 
Edæuige, and all the World, to abandon himſelf to the 
Vehemence of his Tranſports. He threw himſelf at 
the feet of the Princeſs, in ſpite of all ſhe cou'd do to 
hinder him; he thanked her, and Heaven, in Words 
which nothing but the moſt exalted Extaſy cou'd have 
inſpired : He made a thouſand Vows, both to the one 
the other, of an everlaſting Conſtancy and Grati- 
tade, and that obliging him to repeat every inſtant that 
he was loved, made him as,often re that he wou'd 
eternally adore, In fine, he ſeemed as it were out of 
himſelf, and was ſo violent in his Raptures, that the two 
Confidants were no longer able to reſtrain their attention 
from a Scene in which they took ſo much Intereſt. 
ALGITHA, who had ſeveral times in vain attempted 
to raiſe the Prince, now made a ſign to them to ap- 
proach ; and holding out her Hand to him, in order to 
Aer him to change his Poſture, You ſee, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe to him ſmiling, that we are not alone, and that 
you publiſh my ſecret. Ah! Madam, cried he, Prince 
Aldric is ealy well acquainted with my Heart, and 
I dare believe the diſcreet Edwige is too dear to you, to 
be ignorant of my Happineſs. 
Ars this, the Converſation between theſe four a- 
miable Perſons, conſiſted of all that Friendſhip, Zeal, 
Eſteem and, Love . cou'd form; but when a ſufficient 
ſpace of time had been allowed to this agreeable Enter- 
tainment, Prince Edmund intreated Algitha to, think on 
Articles of 'Treaty, but ſhe wou'd not be perſuaded, 
© he was obliged to take the care of that Aﬀair upon 
himſelf ; there Was little Danger of any diſagreement 
between them, the Conqueror was too much in the 
power of the Vanquiſhed, to inſiſt on hard Terme, and 
the Vanquiſhed thought herſelf happy, in yielding every 
thing to the Conquefor. 1 
Sur delivered all the ſtronge Places, Lands, and Ter- 
ritories yet remaining in her er to the Prince ; and 
the Prince re · inſtated we ik the Revenue ariſing 
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from them. Both being ſatisfied with theſe Conditions 
they were ſent to the King for his Ratification, who | 
ſent them back without the leaſt alteration. | "A 

Norurxo but the Glory of Prince Edmund now made 
the Subject of Converſation at Lonabn, and indeed thro? 
the whole Kingdom : Publick Thankſgivings, Feaſts, 
and all manner of Rejoicings for his Victory, were 
celebrated in all the Cities and great Towns; and the 
Generals and others of the Army having ſent accounts 
of this Siege to their Friends, and juſtly expatiated on 
the Valour of Edmmd, particularly his Combat with 
the almoſt invincible A/g:th2, their Amazement was 
little inferior to their Admiration, when they conſidered 
what an exceſs of modeſty he had obſerved in the Let- 
ters he wrote on that Subject; and this augmented in 
ſuch a manner the Love and Eſteem of the People, that 
they almoſt idolized him. | 

9 — Emma, to whom his Glory was no leſs dear 


than if he had been her own Son, wrote to congratulate 
him on this Occaſion, in terms which manifeſted — 
real Friendſhip and Tenderneſs ſhe had for him: 
all theſe Honors made but a feeble impreſſion on his 
mind, compared with the delights he enjoyed at the 
feet of his gear Princes. 
Tuz Articles of Peace had no ſooner received: the 
a Ar- of N. than * * Wes the 
aſtle irkfort to be repaired, and put in 4 condition 
to receive Kid: "the Prince” ac the 804 collhderablc | 
of thoſe who bad attended him in this War; looking 
on the Camp as a place too tumultuous” for them to 
partake the Sweets of that Peace they had now fo 
happily concluded. Apr eil 1 
out days after they were ſettled "there, Prince 
Edmmd, whoſe Paſſion received addition every moment, 
and by conſequence his Impatience, to conjure 
the” beautiful A/girha to compleat his felicity, by con. 
ſenting to be privately married, giving her to underſtand 
the little Probability there was, that the King wou'd 
ever be brought to authorize their Love; if by any ac- 
cident he ſhould be inform'd of it; and telling her at 
the Tame time, if the Ceremony were once paſt, he had 


hopes 


— 


that your and Rank permitted not to 

yourſelf a the conſe of the King—chey will e- 
proach you with having renounced the ies to which 
you might have ed, and exaggerate the Felicity 
of a iage more illuſtrious, and more advantageous 


Complaiſance and Love: — I know my oon Heart, 1 
— you to my Grave; but alas] nothing can aſſure 
: me : yours, 
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hopes the perſuaſion of the Quhen, and his other Friends, 
join'd to the Tenderneſs Eebelred himſelf had for hin, 
wou'd inſluence him to forgive what was paſt recall. + 
THe Princeſs loved with no leſs ardour than ſhe was 
beloved, and was as much deſirous of this Union as he 
who propoſed it; but the ordinary Inconſtancy of Men 
in general, and particularly among thoſe of the of 
Edmund made her tremble, I can refuſe you ing, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe ; and tho my Honour will doubtleſs 
ſuffer by a conceal'd Marriage, yet will I readily ſacri- 
ſice it, * give a Proof — my Tenderneſs. _ added 
ſhe, what imports it my Happineſs is a 5 
vided it be lalting ? | ok 
Bur, my Lord, that is my ſear ;; and is all chat hin- 
ders me from doing as you : you love me now, but 
are you certain you ſhall love me always ? What enn ſe- 
cure me from the Effects, the Wrath of your Royal 
Father, and the Conſiderations of the Statt pro- 
duce ? They will, perhaps, [hereafter you 
look on a Marriage, fo little oomfomnable to your Inte- 
reſt, as a Crime They will ent to you, that you 
have eſpouſed the Widow of a and an Enemy 


to England —— they will add a thouſand more unforeſeen 
Remonſtrances, to render me contemptible in your 


and to draw on me the Fate of the unhappy Bebel- 


give your Mother they will have but too much force 
not to ſhake your Conſtancy — you will bluſh to have liſtned 
to the Dictates of your Love, and I ſhall fall the Victim 


to the publick diſpleaſure ; or, tis poſſible to the Charms 


of an Object more worthy of you, u. 
THen, Prince, then, continued ſhe, letting fall ome 

Tears, what will become of the wretched Agbs? 

Shame and Deſpair will be the only recompence of 
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Famex Edmund was ſtruck with ſo deep a ſorrow at 
this diſcourſe, that he wanted to interrupt her ; he found 
it impoſfible for him to do fo the diſorder of his 
Soul maniſeſted itſelf "thro all his Perſon, and render d 
him in ſuch a State, that he was for ſome Moments 
wholly incapable of replying to what ſhe had been ſaying. 
Ar laſt, with the moſt langu and dejected Air, 
IJ am ve "unfortunate, Madam, B, Mf he, that my Heart 
i fo little known to you, that you can believe it capa- 
able of tiſe moſt vile of all Inconſtancy's If the 
Exceſs of my Paſſion has not been able to inſpire you 
with Sentiments more favourable, Words I fear will ne- 
ver do it, ſince they are but weak Intelligencers of my 
Soul's andent meaning. 

Bor is it impoſlible you can think me worthy of your 
Love, without thinking that if with the Crown of Eng- 
land 1 —_— be __ that of the whole World, i 
cou'd be capable of obli me to break the Vow 
make to be eternally yours |S 

No, Madam, 1 am ww to be tempted from you 

by Grandeur, nor terrified by the Menaces of an inicens'd 

Father, nor the Murmurs of the State — I know very 
well, to what I ſubje& myſelf and expoſe you; bat I 
know alſo, that whatever Dangers may arm themſelves , 
—— us, —5 Glory will be raiſed by my fidelity and - 
———— g all that wou'd deprive me of you 

- Be I can die, but can never be ungrateful or 
ſalſe Permit me once to wear the happy Title of your 
Huſband, and I will maintain it to my laſt moment 
Tu by this only I can make known the greatneſs of 

my Flame by this alone my Fidelity can be mani- 
ſeſted Oh conſider, Divineſt 4/githa, conſider that 
in refuſing what 1 afk, you not only tranſgreſs againft 
that Paſſion you pretend to acknowledge the Power of, 
but alſo — an irreparable injury to my Truth, and I 

ſhall die unjuſtified in — Opinion For think not, 

| ned he, puta that had fomething in it of 

iſtration, think not that I will live without you, 

Hexs Prince Edmund ceaſed to ſpeak, and indeed 

there 6 to = 


at 
— 
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might be eaſily ſeen in his Countenance ; a mortal Pale- 
s ſpread itſelf over all his Face, his Eyes loſt all their 
wonted Shine, and fixed on thoſe of Agitha, ſeem'd 
but to attend her anſwer, . and to cloſe for ever, The 
Princeſs trembled at the alteration ſhe perceived in him, 
and cou'd no longer doubt the Sincerity of a Paſhon, 
which was denoted by ſuch Symptoms. : 
Mx dear Prince! cryed ſhe, preſſing his Hands tenderly 
between hers, A/githa is yours — Diſpoſe of her as you 
pleaſe—my Suſßicions and my Fears had no other ſource 
than an Exceſsof Tenderneſs, and therefore claim forgive- 
neſs—but every Motive of refuſal ſhall reced@h;the 
ry of being united to you Tis for you then tl 
oh charming Prince ! I am in all things ready Wig 
Tnuo' theſe Words were like the Voice of, 
to a Wretch condemn'd in the Ears of the tranipome 
Edmund, yet could he not preſently get over the Grief 
her former Diſcourſe had imprinted in-his Soul ; and 
while he thank'd her Condeſcenſion in terms the moſt 
ſhohate, yet did a certain Languor remain both in his 
ooks and Accents; which ſerved, more then ever, to 
convince the Princeſs how ſenſibly he had been touched 
with the fears of loſing her. She employ'd all thoſe Graces 
Mia had ſo prodigally beſtowed on her, to alleviate a 


lo- 


Melancholy of which ſhe had been the cauſe ; and after a 

Million of repeated Proteſtations of eternal Fidelity on both 
ſides, it was at laſt agreed, that one of the Princeſs's Chap- 
lains, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Confidence, 
ſhou'd ſecretly join their Hands in the Chapel of the 
Caltle, and that none but Prince Aaric and the faithful 
Edwige ſhould be witneſſes of that Ceremony. 

Art things being thus concluded, they approach'd 
the holy Altar on the Evening of the next Day, and were 
there united by thoſe Bonds which are indiſſoluble but 
by Death, The whole Affair was conducted with ſo 
much privacy, that not one Perſon either in the Cam 

or Palace had the leaſt Knowledge of it. The Myſtery 
late ſome months, to the great contentment of the 
We Pair, who enjoyed, without thoſe Ceremonies 
eme torment of publick Marriages, all the 
* 1 D 5 | | ſweets 


gry Monarch, and forgetful how much himſelf had ex- 
I. his Son, ſent an Expreſs to him, which contained 
Army to the Earl of Kent, to quit Sickfort im 
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Sweets that Hymn is capable of affording, when height- 
ned by the moſt fervent Paſſion : It ſeemed, as if — 
two were animated but by one Soul that one Will and 
one Deſire diffuſed themſelves thro” both; and ſo well 
were their Thoughts known to each other, that they 
converſed frequently, as it were by intuition, and in- 

ed, and replied by Looks alone. Fo 
Bor Fate, which, they ſay, allows it not to Mortals 
to be perfectly happy on Earth, being unable to leſſen 
their Affection, was reſolved to raiſe x An Troubles; to 
diſturb t epoſe they had ſo long indulg ec. 
abſence of Prince Edmund created ſome 
h the King his Father; and not being able 
bend the Motives that kept him from a Court, 
very body was burning with impatience for his 
n, he ſent ſome Perſons whom he confided in to 


" the Camp, with ſtrict orders to inform themſelves of all 


that paſt, and to be careful Spies oyer the Actions of 
the Prince, without doing any thing that ſhou'd make 
him ſuſpect they were fo. 2400 BAL | 
; TH1s Commiſſion” was given to Men well ſkilled in 
Stratagems, and from whoſe Eyes it was ſcarce poſſible 
any thing ſhou'd eſcape : They examined the Prince 
with attention, and preſently found his Paſſion for A 
githa. This Diſcovery was immediately ſeconded by 
others, and without any one being able to penetrate 
into their Intrigues, they got information of the ſe- 
cret Marriage, and ſent notice of it to the King. It 
wou'd be in vain to go about to repreſent the exceſs of 
his fury at this News ; the whole Court faw, and trem- 
bled at it; and tho” the Prince was extremely dear to 


them all, yet none durſt open their Lips in his Vindi- 


cation. | 
Wutz Rage his poſſeſſion of the Mind, Nature but 
vainly pleads ; Ethelred loft all the Father, in the an- 


perienced the force of that Paſhon he now condemned 


the 


. 


an abſolute Command, to reſign the Co 


5 
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and come to render an Account of his Conduct at 
the Foot of the Throne 236141 n en l 

Tuts Mandate was like a Clap of Thunder to the 
Hearts of the truly enamour'd Prince and Prineeſs: 
they no longer do , if they were betray' d, or if 
Edmund was recall'd out of any other Motive but the 
extremeſt Wrath. But this laſt alarm'd them lefs, as 
they had prepar'd themſelves for it: but what was moſt 
remarkable in this Adventure was, that A/githa who 
had the greateſt cauſe to dread what might befall her 
in this Separation from the Prince, ſeem' d leſs dejected 
than did he, and was obliged to mak of her 
utmoſt Efforts, to enable him to ſupport 
his Diſquiet occaſion'd by the Terror of 
Eyes of an incenſed Father, and y King, 
Diſpoſal all his future Fortunes lay; but by the | 
of leaving his dear Wife, at a time when moſt His 
ſence was neceſſary, to alleviate the Diſorder the was 
then in; the Fruits of their reciprocal Affection being 
now manifeſted in her Pregnancy. ' | EY 
As much however as the Prifceſs diſſembled her 
Concern, in hope to allay that of her Huſband, the con'd 
not defend herſelf in ſecret from Agitations, very hard 
to be endured. She dreaded not any thing the King 
ſhou'd meditate againſt her ; ſhe had too much C 
to regard any thing that touched her Life or Fortune, 1. 
Eſtrangement of her dear Famumd's Heart was all the 
feared : and when ſhe conſider'd ſhe muſt truſt him in 
Court fo famous for Beauties, as that of Eugland, not 
his Vows cou'd make her ſay to herſelf, He will be mint 
for ever. And if the Opinion of his Honour ſecured her 
from the Apprehenſions of his divoreing himſelf from 
her, and marrying another, as his Father had done; 
yet, as the Change of his Affection was an involuntary 
Action, ſhe was invaded with moſt terrible Su ons 
on that ſcore; and was too delicate ts find any Satisfuc- 
tion in the Thoughts that he muſt be for her only 
becauſe his Veracity wou'd not permit him to be ano. 

r's. + .4 | | 4.1 7M I 
do whatever Diſcontents they both endur'd, the 
* Will muſt be comply'd with; and the Prince, 
| F with 

f 
; 
F 
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with reaſon, judging, that to delay the injoin'd Atten- 
dance on his Father, wou'd only ſerve to irritate him the 
more, made all imaginable haſte to prepare for his De- 
| e. And the Conſolation of his beloved '4/githa 
ing the firſt of his Cares, he obliged Prince Aldric to 
day behind him, that he might hear from time to time 
of the Situation of that Princeſs's Mind. Alaric, on his 
fide, promis'd an eternal Fidelity, and preſented a Gen- 
tleman to him, of whoſe firm Attachment he was con- 
vinced, in order that whatever Condition the Prince was 
in, he might know it from his Pen, and be inform'd of 
his Commands, | 
Arrgg I theſe Precautions, they took leave of each 
other, ieh ſuch violent Tranſports of Grief, that none 
were: Witneſſes of them, but fear'd they wou'd be at- 
8 70 with ſome fatal Conſequence. Edmund exerted 
A Forces, to aſſure 4/githa of an eternal Fidelity; 
and that Princeſs neglected nothing, that the moſt deli- 
cate Paſſion cou'd inſpire, to conjure him to ſet a Guard 
upon his Heart, and upon his Eyes ; and when they had 
embraced each other a thouſand and a thouſand times, 
bid adieu A parting dreadful to themſelves, 
touching to all that ſaw it, as not being able to form 
any Judgment when, or whether ever they ſhou'd meet 


=... 
Grier and Uncertainty were the Companions of 
Prince Edmund's Journey ——-to meet the Eyes of a 
King and Father, ſo muſt incens'd againſt him, was no 
. fight Motive for the Diſquiet of a Son and Subject prac- 
hed in Obedience; but the Violence of his ſur- 
mounted all other Conſiderations ; and at his Arrival at 
London, he preſented himſelf before the King, with a 
Submiſſion full of Refpet, but with the Aſſurance of a 
Perſon prepared for every thing. His Preſence, far from 
ning any 'Tenderneſs in Ezhelred, augmented his In- 
dignation : He reproached, in the moſt cruel Terms, 
the clandeſtine Marriage he had contracted with the Wi- 
dow of an Enemy to his King and Country, accuſed him 
of holding criminal Intelligence againſt both the one and 


the other; and without reflecting on the Longs to which 
an Exceſs of Paſſion had tranſported himſelf, alledged all 
1 4 hoſ 


[6+] 
thoſe Reaſons, which would have been of more uſe to 
have regulated his own Conduct, than that of his Son. 
So true it is, that in whatever Rank Providence places 
Men, they never can be impartial enough to ſee thoſe 
Faults in themſelves, which they condemn in others. 
Tur Prince of England liſten'd to all this Torrent of 
Injuſtice, with the moſt perfect Submiſſion ; and per- 
ceiving the King had left him at liberty to reply, he 
threw himſelf at his Feet, and looking up to him with 
that engaging Air, which charm'd all Hearts, I confeſs, 
I am criminal, ſaid he, in diſpoſing of myſelf without 
= Majeſty's Permiſſion ; but it was the Fear of never 
ing able to obtain it, Pow with the Impoſſibility of 
living without A/githa, that made me guilty, Not that 
I imagin'd, you wou'd regard that Princeſs as an Obje& 
of Hatred, after the advantageous Peace ſhe concluded 
with you Yes, Sir, I dare affirm, more Blood 
had been ſhed to gain you Victory, had Love not inter- 
poſed I apprehended indeed, that your Ambt- 
tion * me for greater Alliance, but I knew the 
Virtues of Algitha more worthy than Diadems, and there - 
fore followed the Dictates of my Happineſs rather than 
my Duty But, Sir, continued he, my Crime wou'd 
yet be pardonable, if you were ſenſible of the Charms 
of my fair Vanquiſher ; and perhaps, I ſhou'd find Praife 
where now I am condemn'd Yes, Sir, added 
he with vehemence, I adore Agitba, J am reſolved eter- 
nally to adore her But it is not Aicha, arm'd 
againſt my King, to whom I have given my Faith; 
it is a Princeſs ſubmiſſive to your Laws, faithful to 
her Duty, and ready to ſuffer Death to atteſt her 
Loyalty to your Majeſty, and Love to your Son, 
whoſe Huſband you ſee before your Feet, embraci 
pa and imploring Grace from an offended 
ather. | 3b 
AT theſe Words, Ethelred, im ſpite of his Indi 
tion, felt that he was indeed a Father: He figh'd, and 
was ſome time before he cou'd determine in what 
manner he ſhou'd behave ; but ſtruggling with the 
Tenderneſs which juſt then began to move him; Well 
W 1 . then 


te] - 
reſumed he, ſince you are both. ſo ſubmiſſive to 
my-Laws, give à Proof of this Zeal and this Obe- 
dience, in ſeparati ourſelves. for ever, and do you 
receive another Wife — the Hand of a Father Who 
loves u — This is the only way by which you 
can obtain Pardon, and oblige me not to treat A/githa 
as an Enemy. | | 
I no. other way we can obtain your Mercy, faid 
the Prince, riſing from the Poſture he was in, I am 
conſtrain'd to tell your Majeſty, we muſt be for ever 
miſerable in your Diſpleaſure both Al/githa and 
myſelf are ready to loſe our Lives for you; but you 
ſhall ſacrifice us a thouſand times before we will break 
our Vows—they are ſacred, they are voluntary 
they are eternal. | 
Tus Prince ounced theſe Words with a Re- 
ſolution Which turpriz'd Ethelred, and re-kindled the 
before-expiring Fury in his Breaſt, He called to the 
Captain of his Guards to ſeize the Prince, and order 
him into Caſtody. When the Queen entered the Cabi- 
net where they were, ſhe feared ſomething violent 
wou'd be the. Conſequence of this Converſation, and 
reſolved to labour all ſhe cou'd in the ſervice of the 
Prince. She immediately knew by their Countenances 
the Emotions of their Souls ; and perceiving the Captain 
was about to execute the King's Command, ſhe entreated 
his Majeſty to forbear till he had given her a Moment's 
Audience; adding, that ſhe would anſwer for the Prince, 
and at the ſame time made a fign to him, and all preſent, 
to withdraw. 
As ſoon — ſhe Tango —— 22 with Zebelred, 
ſhe repreſented to hi [ron di = ood 
. L. a8 Who — 
in every Action of his Life, denn his Marriage, with 
the utmoſt Duty —— that the Kin was in too 
hazardous an Eſtate, thro' the Preparations of the King 
of Denmark, to admit Civil Broils -— that the People, 
who almoſt adored the Prince, wou'd be excited to mur- 
mur at this Treatment of him, and perhaps, run y 
Lengths, in his favour —— "She conjur' 
im alſo to decree nothing againſt the Perſon o 1 
git 
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65a ſhe remonſtrated to him, that the Rebel - 
ion was probably not ſo well extinguiſhed, but that it 
might be rekindied in thoſe Places where that Princeſs 
ad an Intereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her; 
and all this in Terms ſo ſtrong, tho' full of Ref] 
that Erhelred had nothing to object againſt her Rea- 
 Tro? this Monarch had not reſumed his former Ten- 
derneſs for Emma, and lived with her with little more 
than 'a"eold- Civility, the Obligations "he! bad to her 
wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice: Beſides; 
the manner in which ſhe eſſed him on this ſcore, 
greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his Promiſe 
to enterprize nothing againſt Algitba, either by open 
Force or ſecret Malice, and not to confine" the Perſon of 
the Prince, But all this beautiful Queen cou'd urge, was 
unavailing to procure his Conſent to the Marriage, and 
ſhe was obliged to quit him without obtaining any thing 
on that Article. 76 off | 

Ar her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
Edmund, who attended there the Effect of her Sollicita- 
tions. She gave him an exact account of all ſhe had 
done, and teſtiſied an unfeigned Concern, that ſhe had 
been able to prevail no farther; telling him, ſhe fore 
ſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had enter'd 
into; and that ſhe feared, he wou'd have much to firay- 
gle with, to make it good. ke. D ** 

For in fine, my dear Edmund, ſaid ſhe, I have ſo lit- 
tle Power over Ethelred, that you ought not to flatter 
N with a Belief, that he will grant much to m 
erſuaſions ; and I am very certain, if my Demands 
had not been founded on the moſt ſolid Reaſons, I How'd 
have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, added the 
with a Sigh, I can only lament your Troubles, without 
a hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of mine. 
Tus Prince returned her a thouſand Thanks for all 
her Goodneſs, icularly tor what ſhe had obtain- 
ed in favour of Algitbha; and prayed her to have 
for that Princeſs the ſame F riendltiip with which ſhe 
had honoured himſelf, *T'wou'd be difficult for me, 

Madam, 


1641 
Madam, ſaid he, to make you ſenſible of the Beauties 
of her Mind, without your being acquainted with her; 
but thoſe of her Perſon may ſerve in part to excuſe the 
Paſſion. ſhe: has inſpired me with. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, he drew a little Picture out of his Pocket, which 
he brought with him from the Caſtle, and'ſhewing it to 
the Queen, There, Madam, reſumed he, is the Like- 
_ 5 that Face, to which I have vowed an everlaſting 

ruth, e TH 
EMMA regarded it with Admiration, and confeſs'd 
that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch 
an Aſſemblage of Perfections. Emboldned by the Praiſes 
ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to delineate the De- 
licacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her Soul, and re- 
newed his Proteſtations never to be guilty of Injuſtice to 
a Perſon ſo truly deſerving, and that he wou'd hazard 
bow as unhappy by his Conſtancy, as Ethelred had ren- 
der'd himſelf by his Infidelities. 

Tux next Day, the King appointed Commiſſioners be- 
fore whom he compell'd he Prince to appear ; but they 
ting him concerning his Marriage, he main- 
tained the Validity of it, and faid little leſs to affure 
them, that nothing ſhou'd conſtrain him to forſake ſo 
dear a Wife, than he had done to Algitha herſelf, Had 
that Princeſs been Witneſs of the Courage and. Reſolu- 
mon” of his Love on that occaſion, it had, perhaps, 
ſhock'd the Niceneſs of her Soul to think that no 
JS ſne cou'd make were adequate to ſuch a Paſ- 


Bur this Firmneſs of. Mind ſerved only to irritate the 
King, and he obliged the Commiſſioners to give Judg- 
ment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by their 
Sentenge the Marriage was diſannul'd, and the Parties 
forbid to ſee each other any more, under the pain of the 
Royal Piſpleaſure. This Decree, the King took care 

ſhou'd be immediately ſent to Algitba; perhaps, not 
without hope the Grief of it might put an end to her 


Tuar beautiful Princeſs N inform d of the 
whole Procedure as it went on, by Couriers, * 
; | er 
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her every day by the Prince, expected a Judgment no 
leſs and wou'd be given againft her ; and in ppite of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained the 
Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continued Alarms ; ſhe | 
feared for him, for herſelf, and for the Infant yet unborn. 
be Sentence was no ſooner paſt, than the Prince 
imagining it wou'd be ſignified to Algitba, diſpatch' d 
the Gene eman Prince Alaric had preſented to him, with 
a Letter to her, and another to that faithful Priend. 
The Perſon charged with this Commiſſion, * perform'd it 
with ſo much Expedition, that this Packet was deliver'd 
before the Arrival of the King's Meſſenger.” © 

In the Letter to Alaric, Prince Edmund entreated him 
to hinder Algitba as much as poſſible from hearing any 
News that came from Court, to do his utmoſt to conſole 
her, and to give her al Aſſurances, that no Time, 
or Chance ſhou'd ay the leaſt Abatement in his Af- 
ſection; but above all, that he won'd' take care that ſhe 
ſhou'd receive his Letter, before any Diſpatch the 
King ſhou'd be brought to her. This Caution was not 
uſeleſs, the Prince's Gentleman arriving little more 
an Hour before the Courier from Court. Aldric, w 
knew the. Conſequence of the Affair, went directly to 
the Apartment of the Princeſs, where the Gentleman 
delivered her the Letter of Prince Edmund ; which ba 
ſtily opening, ſhe found contained theſe Words. 


The faithful Evuun, to his dear ALT AA. 


6 | 7 every Misfortune that befalls us did not afford 
me a new Occaſion of giving Proofs of my Con- 
«« ftancy and Love, I ſhould not be haſty to — 
40 pou mou 3 my dear — as I know, 
« nothin my Fidelity can | un- 
«« der the Weight of that Amer 2 — 
% down upon us, I wou'd be the firſt to let you know 
the preſent Preſſure; to the end that the Aſſurances 
« of my Faith may too much engrofs ry 
| «© leave 
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« leave any Room for Grief, when you ſhall read the 
«« cruel Sentence paſſed ag ainſt us,—T ey condemn. us to 
© ſee each other no more, and pretend to deter us from 
« doing 155 FEA menacing every thing that human Na- 
% ture ſhrin RY am proof, however, þ — 
4 this Thunder Clp—— Clap W ins freſh 
« by un poſition, my Faith becomes yet 
« more inviolable 1 All that they =p 
to ſeparate me from you, ſhall ſerve but to unite me 
more cloſely to you Here I reiterate all the 
+ mn I have made — love you to my 
Grave to perfer you to all the Princeſſes in the 
World andk to ſuffer Death rather than ſubmit to 
* 7 unjuſt Sentence they have given II conjure 
to be perſuaded of theſe Truths, if you wou' d 
ve me live Receive the Orders of the King 
« * fl Grief, and without Indignation ; I wiſh you 
<, cou'd forgive the latter of theſe Emotions in him 
He may relent, the Sweetneſs of his Nature makes 
nme hope it. but whatever ſhall happen, I ſwear to 
« R 
Lianen of my Life, 


d aithfe Hoſband, 


— | "_ a 
8 14 221 9 7 0 1 


* n Ebuvnd, Prince of Eügland. 


ALG 7 T H4 cou'd not read this Letter without Tears 
2 mingled Tenderneſs and 8 the Affront ſhe 
by the judgment paſſed upon her, occaſioned 
* | Aon h her er 80. 3 but ſhe was yet more ſen- 
of the freſh Inſtances of her dear Spouſe's. Aﬀec- 
tion; and reflecting, that her Honour cou'd receive no 
Blemiſh, while the Prince preſerved his Faith, ſhe 
armed herſelf with a Reſolution to deſpiſe thoſe Forma- 
lies Women ordinarily glory in, and to think of no- 
thing but the Happineſs of being beloved by a Prince 
— as Edmund. 
ren be ths-defe- 
gence the paid to the of this dear Huſband, = 


** 
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uft and cruel as ſhe thought the of 
Ethe * was determined to ſhew no Marks of Re- 
ſentment before thoſe who ſhou'd be CR: with his 
Orders. 

Sux had juſt broug ch herſelf to this Foint, when-the 
Meſſenger arrived, * delivered the Copy of the Sen- 
tence into her Hand, accompanied with an Order to 
conform to it on Pain of Death. She received the one 
and the other, with a Courage worthy of the Wife of 
Edmund; and committing the Juſtice of ber Cauſe to 
Heaven, ſeemed only troubled at the little Probability 
there was, enn ES 


being immediately ſent to the Prince of Fagland, he 
conceived ſo great 2 Joy, as for 1 dime ons him 
fo all his Mis fortune: icy) 


Hr communicated the of this 5.2 Fa- 
ther' to the C „and to thoſe; af whoſe iſhes 
he had ex who ſincerely. eo i 
that occaſion ; and without 


the King wou'd take it, informed the r il, and 
— ublick Rejoicings. LEE 
FELD, Who never continued kts one Hu- 


mour, began already to — of having treateu 
the Prince wich ſo — R tho' he was in- 
e ee Lee. 


formed of every thing that 
the Cauſe of ei Joy; nor oppoſed the 
of n who continued cheir Feſtival for chree 


ALGITH.A was no ſooner recovered from her Lying- 
in, than Egmund, unable to live without her, cauſed her 
to remove from the Caſtle of Sicher, and come within 

a fe. Miles of London, where he every day indulged his 
Paton with her Converſation; and theſe frequent Inter- 
views gave Birth to a ſecond Prince named THA. 

IT was about this time, that the Letter of the un- 
fortunate Fi belgive rekindled in the Heart of Bibel. 
red all ve Pals once had for her; and that the 
fan generous 
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Emma took that Opportunity of his Tendernefs 
the Mother, to revive in him all he formerly had 
borne the Son. |» Her Pleas cou'd not but be forcible to 
a Heart already half diſſolved, and which felt all the 
_ Reaſons ſhe cou d before ſhe ſpoke them. He ſeem- 
ed however to yield to her Perſuaſions, what his own 
 -Inclination wou'd not ſuffer him to deny; the Pity he 
bad for the Deſtiny of Ethe/give, the Love he now had 
for her, dead as ſhe was, and the Shame for his 
Conduct, re-infpiring / him with all the Virtues of his 
Vouth. He thanked the Queen for contributing to ſo 
good a Work ; and to ſhew how deeply he was touched 
with her Remonſtrances, ordered his Son ſhould be 
brought-that Moment into his Preſence, 3 
IE DMUN D, who ſince the Declaration of his Mar- 
aufe had never been permitted to ſee his Father's Face, 
and in the middle of the Court lived as an Exile, was 
ſtrangely ſurpriz d at this Command ; he knew not to 
What Motive to attribute it, and felt in himſelf ſome 
Nepugnance to obey, but as he had ever been a ſtrict 
Obſerver of bis Duty, in all things in his power, he 
-overcame all that ſeemed to oppoſe it, and went to the 
[Cabinet where the King then was, with a mind which 
had little in it of Tranquillity. cr Log 
Tus Preſence of the Queen, and the Contentment 
that appear'd in her Cou nce, baniſhed: part of his 
r recote, th 
out rms, My Son, receive 
Pardon of your Fault, and the 8 of, your 
Virtues. The Prince who, on the firſt Words of Ezhel- 
red, had thrown himſelf at his Feet, received theſe Ca- 


refles ſo little with a Tranſport of Joy, which 
_ eafily made k. to the King how very precious to 
him was this Return of his AM i ton} Suh 


EDMUND, reſumed he, the Queen to whom both 

vou and I have the ſtrongeſt Obligations, has conferr'd 

2 greater yet, in itting me to avow, I have too 

much loved your her, not to regard with the ex- 

tremeſt Tenderneſs the firſt Son ſhe bleſs d me with 

I have been guilty of great Injuſtice to her ; — 
ern wou' 
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wou'd repair them to you; and it was with that In- 
— I oppoſed the Engagements you had made with 
Algitba My chief hopes were founded on your 
Happineſs; I had formed for you great things in my 
Imagination, but your Marriage has deſtroyed them 
all — | am ſenſible, however, that à virtuous 
Prince cannot abandon a Woman he has found wor- 
thy to receive his Vows, by whom he is beloved, and 
by a happy Fertility has given a double Cement to the 
Bonds o Hymen. ILLLICT 4 3455 | 4 IU; 1 
Tussx Conſiderations, my Son, have diſſipated my 
Rage, and reſtores to you your Father —— Take again 
the place you have held in my Heart, and in my Power, 
and which I find you are ſo worthy of; and hencefor- 
ward let a perfect Union among the Royal Family con- 
tribute to - diſappoint the Deſigns of our Enemies, as 
much as the Force of our Arms. oY 4 10 9101148 
An, Sir, cry'd the Prince, e his Knees, by 
what Actions can I ever make your Majeſty 
for having offended you, or merit this tender Return of 
your Affection How happy have you made 
— All my Blood, and the whole Services of 
my future Life, are too mean an ing for the re- 
cover'd Blefſing of your Favõοͥẽ§ r 2 as 29, 
Tuts Converſation was ſo truly touching, that the 
Queen cou'd not withhold her Tears; and Erhelred, 
in ſpight of his Dignity, | and the Gravity he wou'd 
Drops from falling from his Bycs. - When he find Rm: 
rom falli the fir 
—4 of Tenderneſs and Joy were a little over, the 
King permitted the Prince to pay his Acknowledg- 
ments to the Queen; and "theſe auguſt Perſons 
teſtify'd all that cou'd be inſpired by Nature, Friend- 
ip, and Eſteem, ' ' © 2 3 1 08" 
Tus King of England adjudging, that Prince EA. 
mund was impatient to carry this News to Afgitha; 
ſhortned this Entertainment to give him that Sati(- 
faction: My dear Son, faid he, you have given me to 
many Proofs of your Paſſion, not to e me know 
you wou'd- gladly make the Princeſs a Sharer in your 
Contentment I will, therefore, no longer de- 
tain 


* 


70 
tain you from that Pleaſure - 0, and. be vourſelf 
the Bearer of an Order ſo different from the former. 
ws Go, and tell her my Commands are, that yon ſhall 
always love each other with a Tenderneſs as ſincere, as 
you ſhall find my Endeavours for the common Happi- 
neſs of you hob. een ef 
Ir it were poſſible for me to retract, in an authentick 
manner, What I have done againſt your Marriage, I 
wou d nut defer it one Moment but it is not a pro- 
per Seaſon, our preſent Troubles will not now permit 
Eagland-is:t00 mach menaced by the Approaches 
of our cruel Enemies, the Danes, to give us leave to 
think of any other Affalrs than the repulſing them —— 
they will give you an occaſion to acquire, freſh Laurels ; 
ah under the Covert of them, I ſhall, without ſhame, 
ratify Uf, Marriage, and make the whole Ki 
approve of it. Receive, continued he, my Royal Word 
fot the Performanice-6f this, and in the mean time en- 
joy, without fear and without inquietude, the Sweets. of 
an Union, to which I ſhall henceforward be far from 
'. Prince Edmond a ſecond time threw himſelf at the 
feet of the King his Father, to thank his Goodneſs ; 
and as he thought himſelf perſectly bappy in having 
5 — —— not to exact more; and as 
had howto depart; haſted to his dear A.githu, 
with a Tranſport worthy of his Love. 
Tus Princefs ſeeing him arrive with a Satisfaction 
in his Countenance, which for a long time had been a 
Stranger there, received him with à vaſt deal of Joy, 
tho" infinitely ſhort of what ſhe conceived, when he had 
nted her with the Motive. bY . 
ow great ſoever are the Pleaſures ſecret Love af- 
fords, they are accompanied with equal Inquietudes 
Nothing is more alarming to a Mind truly wiſe and mo- 
deſt, than to be forced to conceal as Crimes, thoſe Ac- 
tions which are really Virtues: And tho' 4lgitha might 
2 herſelf in the Indulgence of her Paſſion, by the 
jouſneſs it was authorized by Ties the moſt legi- 
timate; yet was it not without the utmoſt Regret, 1. 


* 
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he conſidered thoſe innocent Endearments, if diſcover- 
ed, wou'd be looked upon as ſo many Violations of her 
Honour. KEN | ; 
Such being the Situation of this Princeſs; when the 
King's Conſent gave her intire Liberty to follow the 
Dictates of her Inclination, and openly to ayow her 
Tenderneſs for the charming Prince, ſhe cou'd not but 
be inſpired with Raptures ſuitable to the occaſion. . The 
Heart and Perſon. of her dear Prince ſecured to her for 
ever Her Glory-ce-eſtabliſhed The future For- 
tune of her Children ſettled ! — All that was neceſſary - 
for her Repoſe All the Advantages ſhe cou'd wi 
or hope confirmed; was ſuch a Profuſion of . 
as for ſome moments ſhe cou'd not bring herſelf to be- 
lieve; and Prince Edmund was obliged to repeat the 
joyful Tidings over and over, and join Proteſtations to 
his Words, before ſhe cou'd fully aſſure herſelf of the 
Reality of the promiſed Bleſſings. 
But how little am I able to figure out the Exceſs of 
her Tranſports, when convinced of the Truth! Her 
Soul was all diſſolved in Tenderneſs and Joy, Tears 
flowed in abundance from her Eyes, while- her Lips 
poured forth Thanks to Heaven, and the gracious Ehe/-, 
red One moment ſhe ſnatched her dear Huſband 
to her Breaſt, and preſſing him ardently, ſaid a thou- 
ſand ſoft obliging things; the next, as if overcome with 
Extaſy, ſhe lifted up her Hands and Eyes, and by a Si- 
lence, more eloquent than any Words cou'd be, ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of her Heart. Infinite indeed were 
the Reaſons ſhe had to be ſatisfied ; yet were the Effects 
more ſo all that can be imagined of wild Delight, 
intolerable Joy, appeared in all ſhe aid and did ; and it 
was not without ſome difficulty, that the Prince of Eng- 
land, fearing ſuch violent Agitations wou'd be 24 
cial to her Health, brought her at laſt to reflect with 
more Calmneſs. | 
Tux x paſſed three Days together in an unconcei- 
vable Satisfaction; in which time A/githa wrote to 
the King and Queen. Her Letter to Ethelred was 
full of Reſpect, Love and Majeſty ; and that to 
o 


o 
* 


— =". — —— 


— 


p * 


= __ — - —_ — — > 
1 * = 
* — 8 - * — =_— — by A 
* — » — n z — 
— — — — — 


| 
( 


þ - 4 
4 _ * — — . - 
— —— VA 
— —— — 
* 


— 


* 1 


721 
of Gratitude, and Proteſtations of the moſt zealous and 
tender Regard. | 

Ir Ethelred was not before won over entirely to 
their Party, theſe Letters compleated the Conqueſt of 
his Heart ; and it is not to be doubted, but he would 
have paſſed all Conſiderations to have rendered them 


entirely happy, if News had not juſt then arrived of too 


alarming a nature, not to take up all his Soul. 
CA N UTE, the young King of Denmark, had forc'd 
the Fortifications made by E:helred infithe North, to 
ent his landing, had routed the Troops placed for 
the Defence of that part of the Kingdom, and was 


matching at the head of ſeventy thouſand Men towards 


the Metropolis. Duty, Intereſt, and Glory now obli- 
ged Prince Edmund to quit once more his dear Al. 
githa, who cou'd not take her Farewell of him without 

"Torrent of Tears; but as ſhe knew the Neceſſity, 
and had a Courage ſuperior to her Sex, ſhe gave no 


other Tokens of her Weakneſs ; and tho' their 


was extremely moving, yet as it was occaſioned only by 
their common Good, they conform'd to it without mur- 
muring. 

Taz King of Eng/ard having called together a 
ſufficient Number of Forces, went to the Relief of his 
Provinces, and came by ſpeedy Marches very near the 
Danes. It was the Opinion of Prince Edmund, and 
ſeveral other great Generals, that it was better to harraſs 
the Army of their Enemies, by frequent Skirmiſhes, and 
inventing * 5g to them into a more moun- 
tainous and rocky Part of the Country, than to come 
to a decifive Action; but Ezhelred would not liſten 
to this Advice, and the two Armies being ſoon after in 
ſight of each other, and equally animated by a Deſire 
of Victory and Revenge, met with the utmoſt Fury; 
and tho Exgland had frequently ſeen the Earth dyed 
with the Blood of her braveſt Men, yet never was there 
a more cruel Battle fought than this. The Victory was 
a. long time doubtful ; but on the Cloſe of Day, in 
ſpite of the Valour of the Father and Son, the Danes 
were Maſters of the Field; and all that Ezhe/red cou'd 
do after this Misfortune, was to garriſon ſome of his 
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ſtrongeſt Places, and to return to London with precipi- 


tation. 


Tuis unfortunate Monarch, ſtruck to the Heart with 


this laſt Defeat, purſued by the Image of Ethelgive, - 


whoſe 'Life and Death was always preſent to his Me- 
mory, and quite preſſed down with Remorſe and Grief, 
was ſeiz'd at his Return with a violent Fever, of which 
he died in the Capital of his Kingdom, towards the 
End of the Year 1016, without ſettling the Order of 
Succeſſion. He had two Sons by Queen Emma, Alfred 
and Edward; but their Youth, the Confuſion *of - 
the Times, wou'd not permit her to attempt any thing 
in favour of their Pretenſions to the Crown: So that 
the Eſteem ſhe had for Prince Edmund, and the Know- 
ledge ſhe had, how perſectly worthy he was to be a 
King, made her gladly aſſent to the Voice of the whole 
People, that he ſhou'd rejgn ; and he was accordingly 
claimed, and ſoon after crowned in the Abbey of 
2 minſter, with the uſual Ceremonies, and more than 
ordinary Acclamations. | 
Tuts young Monarch was no ſooner ſeated on the 
Throne, than he re-eſtabliſhed his Army, and called 
the beautiful Agb and his two Children to Court. 
The Arrival of this Princeſs made the publick Cala- 
mity a white forgot, The whole Court were charmed 
with her Perſon and Behaviour ; and throughout the 
Kingdom the Name of A/girba was never mentioned 
without admiration, Queen Emma was linked with her 
in the moſt tender Amity ; and the King, who was beſt 
acquainted with her Merit, and the great Knowledge 


"he had in the moſt intricate Points of Policy, always 


conſulted her in any Affair of Importance, taking her 
Advice above all others, in every thing that concerned 


the State, either foreign or domeſtick, and never had 


any Occaſion to repent him of his Confidence. 

Tux Danes, however, made the beſt uſe of their 
late Victory, and advanced with all poſſibie Speed to- 
wards Londin. This capital City of the Kingdom fur” 
niſhed the new Monarch with very conſiderable Suma, 


with which he ſoon put himſelf in a ver good Poſture 
Vol. Iv 2 E * | of 
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of Defence; but avoiding the Miftake of Zrbdred, he 
forbore giving them any ſet Battle; for the ſpace of a 
whole Year, by a continual Movement of his Forces, 
drawing them from place to place, and deſtroying Fo- 
rage, and all manner of Proviſions, wherever they muſt 
pais; till they were ſo haraſſed and fatigued, that they 
muſt per force have quitted the Kingdom entirely, had 
it not been written in the Book of Fate, that the Chil- 
dren of  Ethelgive ſhould, like their unhappy Mother, 

enjoy Felicity but for a ſhort Duration. | 
Wale the Engiie Army was employed in theſe mi- 
litary T raverſes againit Canute, Queen Emma ſeem'd bu- 
ried in ſo profound a Sadneſs, that the King was ſtrange- 
y ſurpriaed at it. He thought, at firſt, that the Death 
of Ethelred had been the Cauſe ; but, as he was not 
ignorant, that ſhe never had any great Paſſion for him, 
and that it was to her Duty and her Virtue alone, the 
Regularity of ber Conduct had been owing ;. he was 
aſtoniſhed, that the Deference he paid her, the Reſpect 
he cauſed her to be treated with, and the ſtrict Friend- 
Ahip between her and 4/githa, ſhould give no Truce to a 
Grief, it ſeem'd to him, ſhe had fo little Occaſion for. 
But, as Women frequently make no ſcruple of reveal- 
ing to each other, what they hide with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion from wow * 2 2 — . 3 himſelf, 
the Queen, hi ife, might of a 
Melancholy, ſo alarming to him and the — — 
To this end, he omitted nothing that inight induce her 
to betray the Secret, he imagined, was repoſed in her ; 
but, ſo far from anſwering his Expectations, the aſſured 
him, ſhe was no leſs amazed than he had been, and that 
ſhe had made many Efforts to penetrate into the Source 
of the Queen's Diſquicts, but never could be able to do 
it. She told him alſo, that, ſhe had frequently ſeen 
Tears guſh from her Eyes, and Sighs iflue from her 
Breaſt, with ſuch Rapidity, as teſtined the Force with 
which they burſt thro” all Reſtraint, | and had a Source 
too weighty tor Redreſs. She added, that ſhe had often 


preſſed her to diſburden, aſſuring. her of an eternal Se- 


crecy, but had never obtained any Anſwers from her, 
but ſuch as bore not the leaſt Reſemblance of Truth, 
| and 
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and ſerved to convince her the more, chat what ſhe la- 
boured under, was not only irremediable, but alſo im- 
proper to be diſcovered. 194 1 
Tuts Diſcourſe of Agitba determined Eamund in his 
Reſolution, of finding out the Motives af the Queen's 
Complaint : The Obligations he had to her, had made 
him always regard her as his Mother; and he thought 
it a Blemiſh to his Honour, that ſhe ſhould have any 
Cauſe of Diſcontent, in a Place where he was Maſter. 
Full of this Idea, he baniſhed all thoſe Scruples from 
his Breaſt, which had hitherto kept him from talking 
to her in ſuch a Manner, as ſhould not leave her the 
Power of refuſing what he aſked, and went directly to 
her Apartment. The perfect Freedom that reigned 
among the Royal Family, aboliſhed all thoſe Ceremo- 
nies Which are ſo much uſed by the Great ; they fre- 
yu ran into each others molt private s, 
three or four times a-day; and it was owing to this 
good Intelligence among them, that King Edmund came 
into the Cloſet of the fair Dowager, without her bei 
the leaſt appriſed of his Viſit, - She was alone, ating 
in an eaſy Chair, leaning her Elbow on a Table, 
her Head on one Hand with a Handkerchief in it, 
while with the other ſhe held a little Picture, which he 
contemplated with ſuch Attention, that ſhe heard noc 
the Noiſe the King made in entering. | 
EDMUND looked on her for ſome Moments, with- 
out ſpeaking ; but, advancing his Head to look on the 
Picture, was ſeized with a mingled Vexation, and A- 
ſtoniſhment, to find it was that of his moſt mortal 
Enemy, Canute, King of Denmark. He could not now 
reſtrain himſelf from ſending forth a loud Cry, which 
raiſed Ema from her Reſvery, and making her fee 
who was the Witneſs of her y gran gave ſo cruel 
a Shock to the Modeſty of her Soul, chat, giving 
a great Shriek, ſhe. dropt the Picture, and, at the 
ſame time, a Torrent of Tears poured down her 
Cheeks, The King was extremely touched, to ſee he# 
in this State; but, willing to aſſure himſelf of what he 
but too truly — . he took up the Picture, and 
laying it near her on the Table, I aſk your pardon, 
Madam, /aid be, for _ been the Cauſe of fo — 
2 nt 
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lent a Tumult in your Mind; I was ſurprized, I muſt 
confeſs, at the Sight of this Picture it brings to 
1 my Imagination, thoſe dreadful Objects, which not all 
1 the Reſpect I have for you, can ever make me forget. 
| I ſee there the Features of a Prince, who has 
twice made deſolate my Family and Kingdom 
i a Prince, whoſe greateſt Pleaſure is the Blood of my 
14 People — a Prince who vanquiſhed and dethront d 
Fi "my Father, who endeavours to rend from me the Em- 
pire, with my Life; ard, continued he, who, in ſpite of 
the Injuries he has done us, ard ſtill would do, has 
found the way to your Heart to make you burn in 
ſecret for him, and to engage your Prayers, and good 
Wiſhes, while I am endeavouring to facrifice him to my 

People, to my Glory, and to the Manes of my Father. 
Sets Madam! added be, after a Pauſe, to what a 
dreadful Situation you have reduced the unhappy EA. 
mund; you have done for me every tender Office of a 
"Mother ; I have obeyed, honour. d, and loved you as a 
Son; but, if I now follow inviolably the Laws fo dear 
a Name exacts from me, I muſt renounce my Throne, 
my Fame, and Life, into the Hands of my moſt cruel 
Foe ; and, if I liften, as I ought, to my Glory, to 
what is owing to my Birth, and the Revenge of a dea! 
Father, to the Preſervation of a who'e Kingdom, and 
my proper Right, in purſuing Cara, with the Invete- 
he merits from me, in attacking his Life, I attack 
yours alſo; and in piercing his Heart, give yours a 
mortal Wound Every Victory I ſhall gain over 
him, will be ſo mary Crimes againſt you———If I 
diſpute with him, for Life and Dominion, I. become 
ungrateful to you; and if I yield to him, I am unwor- 
thy of living or of reigning —— Oh! Madam, 

think think 

Haas the Agitations of his Mind grew too violent, 
to ſuffer him to proceed; and the Queen, who was, at 
leaſt, equally diſturbed, not havirg the Power of reply- 
"ing to what be had been ſaying, they remained, for 

ſome time, in a profound Silence. At length, the Kin 
overcoming his Diſorders, reſumed his Diſcourſe, in 

theſe Terms. | . 
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An Madam! cried he, taking hold of both her 
relieve me from this terrible Dilemma: I 


that you ſhould. ceaſe to love; I know, by Experience, 


how little we are able to get the Maſtery of that Paſ- 
ſion ; but, Oh! for pity, ſay ſomething that may help 
to clear my Underſtanding, quite dimm'd and clouded 
by theſe dreadful Ideas; point me the Means to unite 
my Glory to your Love, and be my Mother Kill. 

Kix Edmund pronounced theſe Words with an Ac- 
tion ſo paſſionare, and ſubmiſſive withal, that the Queen, 
who had a little recovered herſelf, was touched with 
them in .the moſt ſenſible Manner ; and, 8 
it would be to little purpoſe to go about to diſgui 
a Flame, which her Imprudence had made manifeſt, 
after having dry'd up her Tears, as much as poſſible, 
Yes, my Lord, /aid ſhe, you are my Son; my Pity in 
your Infancy, and Admiration of your Virtues in Ma- 
turity, made me conſider you as ſuch, nor ſhall any 
thing be ever capable of making me leſſen that Aﬀec- 
tion which Mothers feel for their own Offspring 
whatever Sentiments have, of late, unhappily poſſeſs d 
me, they cannot tranſport me beyond — owe to 
you, and to myſelf Think not that I deceive you, 
or that a falſe Wiſdom deceives me — 1 am guilty, 
and innocent at the ſame time — guilty, in not vin 
been able to defend myſelf from a miſplaced Tender- 
neſs; and innocent, in keeping it a Secret from the 
whole World, and reſolving to do ſo for ever I 
acknowledge, that I love with Paſſion, yet ſhall not 
that Love drive me to commit any thing to merit 
your Reproaches My Weakneſs has triumphed 
over my Virtue, in making me love Canute; but m 
Virtue knows how to triumph in its turn, over 
that would attack your Intereſt and your Glory ——— 
I love Canute, as King of Danmark, but I deteſt him as 
the Uſurper of England———and, ſo far from wiſh- 
ing him to be a Conqueror, I deſire nothing more 
than to have him driven out of your Territories 


The Fame he has acquired by his Victories here, the 


Laurels with which he is covered, has, perhaps, con- 
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triduted to the fatal Inclination I have for him Fol- 
low him, my Lord! purſue him to the utmoſt Bounds 
of your Dominions Chace him, with ſhame, to 
hide his Head in Denmark——— Deprive him of all 
Hope of any future Invaſion - Do all againſt him, 
that Intereſt, Honour, Fame, and Vengeance, can in- 
ſpire inſtead of being ungrateful to me, you will 
go a great way to reſtore me to my Peace, and, in the 
room of killing, give me better Life. 

Tuo' this tiful Queen really thought as ſhe 
ſpoke, and Edmund knew ſhe had too much Greatneſs 
of Soul, to do any thing unworthy of her, or unkind 
to him; yet the hea Melancholy that ſhewed itſelf 
thro' all her Air, and the Tenderneſs which, in ſpite of | 
her Efforts, languiſhed in her Eyes, on every Mention | 
of the King of Dermark, made him eaſily judge how 
dear ſuch Reſolutions muſt coſt her; he lamented her 
Fate, and his own, in being obliged to treat, as his moſt 
cruel Enemy, the only Man whom this Princeſs thought 
worthy of her Love, and whom he ſhould have love 
himſelf, had it been any other than Canzre. 
He could not reflect on this Turn of Fate, but as the 
greateſt of his Misfortunes ; however, that he might 
not augment the Queen's Grief, he feigned to be con- 
tent with the Reſolutions her Virtue had made her 
take; ard fo well knew how to make the beſt Advan- 
tage of her Confidence, that, by degrees, he drew from 
her the whole Secret of her unhappy Paſſion. 

Sux confeſs'd to him, that her Heart had been ſen- 
fible of the Perfections of Canute, even while Ethelred 
was living: That his Picture falling into her Hands, 
with other Jewels, taken after one of thoſe Battles, in 
which Etheired had been victorious, it had betrayed 
her Heart to a ſecret Liking, as it had now the Secret 
of her Liking that imagining it no preju- 


dice to her Virtue, to look upon a Picture, ſhe had in- j 
dulg'd the Pleaſure of contemplating it, till at laſt ſhe | 
grew unable to take pleaſure in any other Entertain- 
ment; but that, when the found the Effect it had 
wrought” on her, Virtue and Duty got the — 1 
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Inclination,” and ſhe threw-it by with a firm Reſolution, 
to traſt the Danger of it no farther, The Death of 
Ethelred, ſoon after leaving her Miſtreſs of herfelf, her 
former Fires rekindled-in her Soul, and having the Cu- 
rioſity to enquire, if the Mind of Canute correſponded 
in any meaſure with his Phyfiognomy, the Anſwers 
made to her on that Occaſion ſerved to confirm a Paſ- 
ſion, which before had taken but too deep a Root, and 
ſhe became inſenſibly devoted all to Love————She 
roteſted, however, with the greateſt Sincerity, that the 
eflection, how greatly England had ſuffered by his In- 
vaſions, and the Dangers to which Edmand was con- 
tinually expoſed, thro' his means, gave her moſt terri- 
ble Inquietudes, and occafioned' the bittereſt Conflicts in 
her Breaſt, between her Friendſhip for the one, and Paſl-. 
ſion for the other. This, ſaid ſhe, your Majeſty may 
eaſily believe from the Exceſs of Melancholy, in whic 
J have been involved; and you may alſo believe, added 
ſhe, that I will rather die than entertain the leaft 
Thought contrary to what is owing from me to the 
State, to you, and to my own Glory. . 
Tuis Recital confirmed Edmund in Sentiments which 
were no way pleaſmg to him: He knew by himſelf, 
that Love, when oppoſed, becomes but the more vio- 
lent ;- and the Conſequences of that- which Emma 'was 
poſſeſſed of, made him tremble : For, cho“ he knew ſhe 
was iacapable of Freaſon, yet he could not hinder him- 
ſelf from fearing it would contribute ſome day to the 
Loſs of the Kingdom. But he let fall nothing before 
her, which could give her room to gueſs what Appre- 
henſions they were that troubled him ; and having ; pb 
the beſt he could to conſole her, and aſſured her of an 
inviolable Secrecy, took his leave; impatient to acquaint 
his dear A/g#th#, and confalt with her on means to pre- 
vent the Misfortunes, which he thought were threatned 
by the Queen's Paſſion. ene | 
-  Txz young Queen was extfemely ſurptized at the 
Detail her Huſband made to her of this Adventure; 
but as Women, of how great Genius ſoever, ſee not ſo 
far as Men in Matters of Government, © ſhe thought the 
King had no reaſon to be ſo much alarmed at a thing 
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which, according to her Idea, might prove a very fa- 
vourable Accident. | | 
How vx, bethinking her what was beſt to do, and 
having a very ready Wit, ſhe adviſed the King to get 
ſome proper Perſon to inſpire Canute, if poſſible, with the 
{ame Sentiments as Emma. She reminded him, that if 
ſuch a Marriage cou'd be brought about, it might fix 

the Happineſs of both Kingdoms by a laſting Peace ; 
and, ſaid ſhe, I can find nothing improbable in ſuch a 
dope: The King of Dexmark is young, and by conſe- 
2 ſaſceptible of Paſſion ; Queen Emma is no more 
twenty-four, and allowed to be one of the moſt 
beautiful Princeſſes in Earope there is all the 
Op ce in the World, that he will not be inſenſible 
of ſo many Charms the greateſt Difficulty con- 
liſts in the Choice of one capable of carrying on an 
Affair of ſo much Importance; one whoſe Fidelity is 
pol againſt all manner of Temptations, and whoſe 
it Addreſs know how to conduct it without ſeem- 
ing to be intereſted in it. When among the Princes of 
our Court, purſued ſhe, you have found one thus qua- 
libed, I dare anſwer for the Succeſs of the Defign. But 
while this is carrying on, I wou'd have your Majeſty 
redouble your Efforts for expelling the Dany Forces out 
of Jour Kingdom, and continue all manner of Hoſtili- 
ties, to the end nothing may be ſuſpected; and in caſe 
our Eadeavours ſhou'd Fail on one fide, nothing ſhou'd 
be hazarded on the other. 
Tuts Counſel appeared ſo good, that the King of 
England heſitated not a Moment, if he ſhou'd put it 
in practice; but it was agreed between them, that 
Emma ſhou'd be kept ignorant of the Deſign, 
ſhe ſhou'd flatter herſelf with falſe Hopes, and 
the Conſequence grow ſtill worſe. Edmund being now 
determined, caſt in his Mind by what means he cou'd 
beſt execute his Project: Many Stratagems he invent- 
ed ; but finding ſome Impediment to them all, he 
xevealed the whole Affair to Prince Alaric, who, he 
knew, held a Correſpondence with ſeveral great Men 
about Canute, and whoſe Zeal and Friendſhip for ru) 
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had been manifeſted in the time of his Marriage with 
Algitha, being kept Secret, | | 
| Tas illuflrious Favourite was charmed above mea- 
ſare, with the Confidence his Royal Maſter repoſed in 
him ; and the more ſo, becauſe he thought it more in 
his power than any other Prince about Court to ſerve 
him on this occaſion: He had a * .* Intimacy 
with Count Raoul D' Afting, a young Nobleman of Den- 
mark ; who, from his Infancy, had been brought up 
with Canute, and was extremely beloved by him. Du- 
ring all theſe Wars between the two Nations, Alaric and 
he had conſtantly wrote to each other; but as they 
both were perfectly faithful to their Sovereigns, nothing 
paſt between them any way prejudicial to their reſpec- 
tive Countries, their Letters turning for the molt part 
on Love and Gallantry ; and if they were filled up wick 

News of any kind, it was only who had the 3 
neſs to — ſuch a Lady, or who had been to 
ſuch a one. | 
Tus King of England had often taken pleaſure in 
reading theſe Letters, and would rally A/aric on his 
Friendſhip for Raeu/, calling him the loving Enemy; 
and it ſeemed exceeding probable, that Canute, with. + 
whom the Count was no leſs free, than Aldric had the 
Honour of being with King Edmund, alſo read what 
was ſent to his favourite from England: And it was. 
this Suppoſition that gave birth to a Contrivance, which 
carried with it. a greater Promiſe of Succeſs than any 


| had before been thought on. 


My Lord, /aid Aldric, your Majeſty ma ve, 
the Count makes no Secret to me of his G antries ; 
he is perpetually on the Subject of Love, and writes 
very learnedly on the Pains and Pleaſures of that Paſ- 
ſion. In my Anſwers, I have farther entertained him 
with the Amours of others than myſelf; and, as I never 
have conſeſt a Tenderneſs, he imagines me either more 
inſenſible, or more diſcreet than himſelf. But to which 
ever of theſe Motives my Silence, on. that head, is ow- 
ing, he tells me, I am equally worthy of Reproach ;. 
hecauſe, ſays he, not to be ſuſceptible of the Power of” 
Beauty, is to be incapable of every thing a Man of Ho. 
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nour totift be proud of; and to maintain a Reſerve to 
him, whe freely lays open his Soul to You, is to be un- 
grateful and unzuff to the Laws of Friendſhip, which 


me a guilty Perfon. 
Now, my Lord, continued he, I will take this Op- 
Portunity of putting a falſe Confidence in him, and ac- 
«howledging, that there are Charms in Woman-kind, 
worthy of . me. Send him the Picture of 
* Enima, as of the Lady who has made a Convert 
of me; I ſcarce doubt, but he will ſhew both that and 
the Letter to the King of Denmark ; and, accordingly, 
as the thing fucceeds, we ſhall know how to proceed. 
Should the Portraiture of that admirable Princeſs make 
the Impreſſion we wiſh, on the Heart of Came, it will 
be to undeceive Raon; but if that Prince ſhould 
remain infenfible of her Perfections, there will be no 
need to controvert the Error of his Favourite. 
Tunis little Plot pleaſed the King ſo well, that he de- 
fired no Time might be loſt ; and that nothing might 
be wanting, he gave him a little Picture of the Queen 
Dowager, which had been drawn by a moſt excellent 
Hand, and washer perfect Reſemblance. A/dric thus 
furniſhed with the principal Material for his Deſign, 
1 immediatel — the Execution of it, in the 
ame manner, as he had told the King. 
Walt hm and his Confidant were thus em- 
ploy' d, Queen Emma finding herſelf much eaſier, ſince 
the Confeſhon ſhe bad made to the King, and that the 
| Subje@ of her Fear was, indeed, that of her Conſola- 
tion, rendered an exact Account of all the Sentiments 
of her Soul to 4/githa, thinking it a little unjuſt to de- 
prive her of the Knowledge of a Secret ſhe had impart- 
ed to her Huſband. 
Tuts Mark of Friendſhip from the beautiſul Dowa- 
ger, perſuaded the Queen of the Innocence of her In- 
rentions ; and, as ſhe proteſted ſhe would omit nothing 
which might affiſt her to expel the Idea of Cane 
from Bug oy ſhe was not without Hope, that her 
Endeavours would ſucceed. She ſtrengthened her in 
this Reſolve, by all the Arguments ſhe was able to al- 
- ledge, mingling with her Remonſtrances, the moft 
3 | tender 


anck Secret for Secret, Thus, every way, he renders 
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tender Aſſurances of the Part ſhe took in her Diſquiets. 
King Eamum joined his own Efforts, with thoſe of his 
wits, to alleviate” her Melancholy; and ſhe was too 
ſenſible of the daily Proofs they gave her, of the moſt 
- diſintereſted Friendſhip, not to endeavour, at leaſt, to 
ſeem more cheerful in their prefence. 

Taz Daniſh Count no ſooner received the Pacquet 
from Prince Alabic, than he went to the Tent of Ca- 
mute; in order to open it before him; this being a Mark 
of Deference, which both the Favourite paid their 
Monarchs, to prevent all Suſpicions, that any N. 
paſſed in this Intercourſe of Letters, to the Prejudice 
e Offer f the Army bei th the King of 

ME of t y being with the King of 
Denmark, when Raoul 3 re, obliged to polt- 
pone the Satisfaction of his Curioſity, till their Depar- 
ture; but, as ſoon as they were alone together, the 
Count haſlily broke the Seal, and found the Picture, 
and theſe Words. Ea... 


Prince Alox lc, to the Count D' As r ING. 


loi with you, that nothing teſtifies a rude un- 
«,F poliſhed Mind, ſo much as to be inſenſible of 
« Beauty z and am ſo much piqued at your believing 
me capable of it, that I have reſolved to break thro 

all Conſiderations to prove the contrary —Examine 
« well the Picture I now ſend you, and judge if it be 
0 poſlible to retain an Indifference at the Sight of an 
Object ſo enchanting hut tho' the Painter has 
« very much ſhewn his Skill, yet, were you to behold 
the Original, you wou'd perceive how infinitely Na- 
« ture tranſcends Art there are a thouſand inex- 
« preſſible Graces in the Life, which Sculpture cannot 
„figure out, nor Imagination, without Goin them, 
© conceive Do me the Favour to let me know 
„ how you approve my Choice, when you return the 
« Picture; which, were I not aſſured your Heart was 
t Already prepoſſeſt, I ſhould not have truſted to your 
% Eyes, fearing to have made a Rival of the deareſt of 
my Friends, | - 1, ALD 
AT Tue 


Tus King of Denmark liſtened attentively to the 
Contents of this Letter, while his 2 a 
examining the beautiful Picture; hi 
had left off reading, he continued to gaze on, with 
ſuch Tokens of Admiration in his Countenance, as made 
that Favourite judge, that Prince Alaric had created a 
Rival much more dangerous than himſelf; and, by way 
of Prevention to what he looked upon as ſo great a 
Misfortune to his Friend, , he told Canute, whom he 
knew violent in his Nature, and _—_— of enterprizing 
any thing for the Gratification his Humour, that 
Prince A/dric was the moſt gay and whimfical Perſon 
in the World, and that he believed he had ſent him the 
Picture of ſome Lady, perhaps, of his own Family, 
long ſince dead; or elſe, that it was only a Reſemblance 
of ing imprinted in the Painter's Imagination, 
rather than the real Likeneſs of any Woman, by which 
he imagined to baffle the Ridicule he had long made on 
his Inſenſibility. 

Taz King cou'd not forbear laughing at this Suppo- 
fition of the Count's ; and after having pauſed a little, 
And why, faid he, may it not as well be the true Re- 
ſemblance of ſome Charmer in the Exgli Court. 
You know, this Iſland has always been as famous ſor 


the Beauty of the Women, as for the Valour and Ge- 


nerolity of the Men For my part, I am reſolved to 
believe, becauſe it pleaſes me to do ſo, that there is a 
Face in the World, Miſtreſs of the ſame divine Attrac- 
tions that this . promiſes ; and if you wou'd de- 
ſerve the Confidence I have always placed in you, in- 
form youzſelf of the Name and Quality of this inchant- 
ing Unknown: My Heart takes a more than ordinary 
Intereſt in her Fate, and I muſt know the Truth 
Oblige your Friend, therefore, to ſatisſy my Curioſity, 
and let him know, you never will return the Picture, 


till my Demands are fully ſatisfied. 


Tus Count D'Afting was ſtrangely perplexed how to 
behave in this Affair; he thought it was the utmoſt 
Breach of Friendſhip, not to return Prince Aldric his 
Picture, without exacting a Price from him, which be, 


perhaps, might conſider too dear. He — 
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the Cauſe of his Diſquiets to the King, and conjured 
him not to turn into Gallantry, what might poſſibly be 
an Affair of the greateſt Importance to his Friend; but 
Canute, who, with many good Qualities, had an ade- 
uate Share of Faults, and who imagined, that to the 
News of Monarch every thing was permitted, anſwer'd 
him fiercely, that he was reſolved to keep the Piece, 
that the Happineſs of his future Life depended on the 
Knowledge of the Original, and that he expected to be 
tiſied his means. It was in vain, that the * 
alledged a thouſand Arguments to the contrary ; the 
— King was not to be prevailed upon: And all 
he cou'd obtain from him, was his leave to acquaint 
Prince A/dric with the true Reaſons that his Picture was 
not ſent back, 
RAQUL was, however, obliged to content himſelf 
with this Condeſcenſion, and immediately wrote an An- 
{wer to the Prince, in theſe Terms. 


Raovi D' As TIN to Prince Al DpRic. 


Now wiſh the Inſenſibility 1 have ſo often taken 
«« che liberty to reproach you with, were really true; 
«« to the end you might ſupport the Loſs of your Picture 
« with leſs Pain; I jay, the Loſs of it; for I fear it is 
„in hands whence it will not eaſily be recovered —— 
The ſupreme Authority has made a Seizure of it, 
and teſtifies ſuch an Impatience to know the beautiful 
Original, as convinces me, you are not the only Per- 
„ ſon on whom her Charms have made an Impreſſion 
« —— — His Majeſty has commanded me to uſe my ut- 
« moſt Efforts, for the Diſcovery of the Name and 
Condition of this Object of his, and your Admiration 
*% —— Satisfy my enquiry, if your Heart will permit 
« you to do ſo; and pardon the enforced Neceſſity I 
« am under of breaking thro' the Laws of Friendſhip, 
to fulfil thoſe — by a Duty which is ſacred to 


me. 
| Raouf D' AsTING., 
— 144 
ALDRI 


pleaſed at the Succeſs of his Project, and made him 
ex Moment to the Count, in the following 


Prince Al DRI, to the Count D'As ix. 


„ CyYINCE this Affair is become ſerious, my dear 
a Count, I maſt relinquiſh all the Pleaſure I took 
«in deceiving you: If the Picture your Monarch de- 
« tains, were that of the real of my Paſſion, I 
« ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo . — upon, to 
* diſcover her Name; but ill eaſily believe, I 
«« dare entertain no other for her, than that profound 
« Reſpe@ and Attachment which is owing from a Sub- 
« je& to his Sovereign, when I acquaint you, that it is 
the admirable Emma of Normandy, Queen Dowager 
« of England, whoſe Reſemblance I had the Preſump- 
« tion to ſend you : But, as one ought never to make 
* Perſons of her Rank the Subjects of our Diverſion, 
„I beſeech you, that ours may end here, and this Ad- 
venture remain a 


Arbe. 

Kinc Edmund doubted not, but this Letter would 
have the Effect it was intended for, on the Heart of 
Canute, and was flattering himſelf with moſt pleafing 
ations, that this long and dreadful War might 

„at laſt, in Harmony and Love, when he was at- 
tacked by a moſt terrible Indiſpoſition, occaſioned, as 
ſome fay, by the Fatigues he had ſuſtained in the 
Field ; but according to others, by the Malice and 
Treachery of Ezric Streon, Duke of Mercia, and Son- 
in-law to Ethelred. It is certain, that he had ſecretly 
aſſiſted the Dares, in the firſt Deſcent they made in 
England, and had, ever ſince, betrayed the Coun- 
cils, both of Erhbel/red and Edmund ; but whether he 
contributed to the Fate of the latter, I will not pre- 
tend to determine, neither is it of any conſequence 
to the preſent Hiſtory: So I ſhall only ſay, that the 
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ptoms of this Diſeaſe no ſooner appeared on the 
Nas 1. judged, by his Phyſicians, to be paſt 
hope of Life. Fl | ; | 4 

uE ſecond Day of his Sickneſs, which was the 
fourth before his Death, he ſent for the Earl of Kent, 
his Prime Miniſter, and, in the preſence of Queen 
Emma, Algitha, and his Privy Council, gave him ne- 
ceſſary Iuſtructions for carrying on the War, againſt the 
Danes, that as little as e might be left to Chance ; 
and afterwards deſiring all to withdraw, but the two 
Queens, who were overwhelm'd in Tears, I die, Ma- 
dam, faid he, addreſſing himſelf to Emma, and at a 
Time when my Liſe would he more uſeful than ever, to 
Perions who are moſt dear to me: Heaven will 3 
mit me to ſee the Execution of my Deſigus; no 
more remains for me, than the Hope you will 
always, and even againſt Canute himſelf, the precious 
Relicks I put into your Hands. Lis this unhappy Prin- 
ceſs, continued he, embracing 4/githa, and my two 
Children; in ſpite of the Precautions I have taken, 
and the Orders you juſt now heard me give, I foreſee 
the Deſtiny of England — Your Charms, fair 
Dowager, may ſoften your Enemy; but that Love 
which, perhaps, will oblige him to reſpect my Bro- 
thers, becauſe they are your Sons, will not have the 
ſame Regard for mine Forſake them not, Ma- 
dam, but vouchſafe to repay the Children that invio- 
lable Attachment you have found from the Father. 
And you, my dear Princels, ſaid he to Algirba, re: 
member 7 — are a Mother, as well as a Wife ;. and 
let not Grief, for an irremediable Misſortune, render 
you unable to be ſerviceable to thoſe who will have. 
need of you ——o——-Preſerve yourſelf for thoſe ſweet 
Pledges of our mutual Affection I know 
hard this Separation is I judge your Aponies 
by my own; and that which now makes ter- 
rible to me, will, I fear, render Life inſupportable 
py yay hr my dear 4/zitha,' we 

both -- endeavour to triumph over this Weak⸗ 
I muſt ſummon all my Stole" of Cou⸗ 


neſs 


rage, to enable me to leave you as 1 ought, and you 
to. 
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to defend our young Innocents from N our 
Enemies Heaven commands you to do fo, added 
he again, ſnatching her to his Arms; and I conjure 
ou to do it, by all that perfect Love, that ardent Ten- 
lerneſs, by which we have been united. 

IT was in vain the deſolate A/girhq made many En- 
deavours to reply to this melancholy Diſcourſe ; Words 
were too mean, to expreſs a Sorrow ſuch as hers ; Tears 
and Sighs were the only Language ſhe could put in 
practice; and if the teſtiſed any thing like a Promiſe 
to do as he deſired, it was only by the Force of her 
Embraces. Queen Emma ſeemed in a Condition not 
leſs pitiful ; every one of theſe Noble Perſons ſtood. in 
the utmoſt need of Conſolation, yet employed all the 
Faculties Grief had left them, to conſole cach other. 
The, four laſt Days of his life were paſſed in this Em- 
ployment; but the Violence of his Diſtemper, at laſt, 
triumphing over his natural Strength, and the Great- 
neſs of his Courage, he reſigned his Soul, in a deep. 
Sigh, on the Boſom of his beloved Algiiha, 

Tuus Exgland loſt the moſt amiable Prince it ever 
had ; a Prince who poſſeſſed all the Beauties of his Mo- 
ther, and th: Virtues of his Father, without any of his 
Faults ; Nature had aſſembled in him, all thoſe great 
Qualities, which, ſingly, make other Men paſs, for He- 
toes: He was beloved by his Courtiers, adored by. his 
Feople, feared by his Enemies, and reſpected by the 
one and the other. 

Is it be true, that our Afflictions are ſoftened by the 
Intereſt we ſee others take in them, thoſe of the two. 
Royal and unhappy Dowagers muſt have received great 
Conſolation, by he publick Sorrow. There was a ge- 
neral Mourning throughout all the Kingdom, a Mourn- 
ing of the Heart, az well as Habit : They looked not 
ft or wore Black, becauſe it was their Duty to do ſo, 
but becauſe their Love and Efteem for the dead Mo- 
narch would not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe : And in 
their Sighs and unſeigned Melancholy, might be read, 
a better + on his Vixtues, than in the moſt 
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Tust was ſcarce a Subject, who in lofing this ad- 
mirable Prince did not imagine he had loſt a Father, a 
Protector, a Benefactor, and à Friend. The publick 
Mis fortune was lamented as a particular one, by every 
particular Member of the Commonwealth: Nothiug 
was to be ſeen but Tears, nothing to be heard but 
Groans. The preſent Situation of the State rendered 
the Calamity yet more dreadful; and Hope, which, 
they ſay, is the laſt Paſſion that forſakes the Mind, had 
now no longer any Reſidence among the EngliÞ. 

Tus Earl of Kent, Prime Miniſter to King Edmund, 
was the only Perſon among his Subjects, to whoſe Inte- 
reſt his Dea'h ſeemed propitious. The King of Den- 
mark no ſooner heard the loſs England had ſuſtained, 
than he began to attempt the Fidelity of his Miniſter, 
by very advantagious Offers; and as fince the laſt Let- 
ter of Prince {dic to the Count D* Afting, he had 
joined to his immeaſurable Ambition, an equal Paſſion 
for Queen Emma, he ſpared neither Prayers nor Promi- 
ſes, io oblige the Earl to facilitate his aeſt of the 
Kingdom, 

ux Earl, in whoſe Soul Avarice was the reigning 
Paſſion, accepted his Preſents, and liſtned to the Propo- 
ſals made him on this ſcore ; and at length being wholly 
won over to his Party, he amuſed the two Queens 
the whole Council by various Pretexts, while Canute 
arrived, without obſtacle, even to that Port of the 
Kingdom which was neareſt the Capital. 

Ox the firſt News of his Approach, Queen Algitba 
no longer doubting but they were betrayed, retired with 
her Family to Sickfort, having firſt adviſed Emma to 
ſend the two Sons ſhe had by $thelred into ſome Place 
of ſafety; but carefully concealed all ſhe knew of the 
Paſſion Canute had for her, fearing it might make her 
depend too much on the' Power of her Charms, and 

let the Means of perſerving thoſe precious Remains 
of the Royal Family; on the contrary, ſhe deſcribed 
that Prince as cruel and ambitious, and one who, 
wherever he overcame, wou'd act rather as a Tyrant, 
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' Waar Prepoſſeſſion ſoever this Princeſs had in favour 
of the Royal Daze, as ſhe was intirely i t of his 
Sentiments, ſhe thought it beſt, to take the Counſel of 
Algitha, in caſe their Forces ſhould not be able to re- 
Py ſe the Enemy; which Hope, ſhe, at firſt, flattered 
rſelf and People with, but a little Time ſhewed her 
the Vanity of it. She was informed of the ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence the Earl held with him; and, as that Mi- 
niſter had e thing at home in his power, ſhe no 
longer in what manner to behave; and, ha- 
ving diſguiſed the Princes, her Sons, put them into the 
hands of Servants ſhe could truſt, who travelled with 
them thro by and unſuſpected Roads, till they got to 
Ship, which carried them ſafe to Normandy, where 
Dake Richard received them with the ſame Gencrofity 
he had before ſhewed to King £:4elrcd their Father. 
Want this was doing, the Earl of Kent being en- 
tirely won over to the Danes, no longer made a Shew 
of Obedience to the Remains of Erhe/red and Edmund ; 
2 all Things in Londun in his power, as Zdric 
Streom had in the North of England, x jointly ſub- 
mitted the whole Kingdom to Canaan th: which Trea- 
ſon, they were both preferred to the greateſt Employ- 
ments under him, and the Earl of Kent married a natu- 
ral hter oi that Monarch's, called Thera, Siſter to 
Prince 9 Wi. 


Max v of the great Lords, who in their Hearts, were 
well affected to the Royal Family, yet perceiving there 
was no longet Hope of eſtabliſhing them on the I hrone, 
went with the Torrent, and ſeemed to approve what it 
was in vain ſur them to pp e. 4.47 3h 
Ondaas being iſſued out for the States of the King. 
{4} dom to afſemible, Canute was acknowledged by them as 
Fi lawful King of £:g/and ;. after which, he made à mi 
| mhcent Entry into the Capital, and was crowned" wi 
the ſame Ceremonies, as if the Crown had deſcended 
to him from his Anceſtors. - - e 203, it 
Tun Triumph of his Inſtallation was no ſooner over, 
than he began to think of that which touched his 
ſofter Inclination ; in ſpite of his Ambition, and na- 
tral Fierceneſs, the C of Queen Emma 9 
| ut 
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bout his Heart, and made him look upon himſelf as but 
half a Conqueror, till he had ſubdued her. | 
TxXx1s Princeſs had quitted the Palace, before the En- 
try of the new King, and retired to a Houſe ſhe had 
built during the Life of Ezhelred ; the Diſorders of the 
State, and thoſe of her own Mind, involved her in the 
moſt heavy Melancholy; the Confufion of the Times 
had not diminiſhed her Paſſion, and ſhe reproached her- 
ſell inceſſantly, for loving a Prince, whom ſhe ought 
to have regarded as the moſt cruel of her Enemies. 
She was irreſolute, whether ſhe ſhould go into Normandy, 
or wait in England to endeavour to form a Party, in 
favour of her Sons, in caſe any favourable Accident 
ſhould happen, to make the People, who are always 
fond of Novelty, deſirous of recalling them; when Ca- 
xute ſent, to deſire Leave to viſit her. Such a Meſſage 
raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, ' which it is not = 
to expreſs ; and ſhe had not Time to compoſe herf 
enough for a Reply, before ſhe faw that Monareh enter; 
followed by the principal Lords of his Court, both 
Danes and Engl. But the Pomp with which he was 
inyiron'd, attracted not the Eyes ef this fair Queen': it 
was his Perſon alone, that ſeem'd worthy her Regard. 
Nor was the Paſſion ſhe was poſſeſs'd of for him, the 
only Advantage he had; for he was truly a graceful 
Prince, well made, had an Infinity of Wit, and Fire in 
his Eyes; and tho' he was exceeding affable; had a 
certain Air of Grandeur, which accompanied all his 
Words and Actions. | 2 
Tust exterior Perfections finiſhed the Conqueſt of 
this Princeſs, and if ſhe loved before, the now adored 3 
but, how deep ſoever was the Impreſſiom ſhe received, 
her Beauty made no leſs on the tranſported Monarch; 
and as the Flame they both confeſs'd, had been infpiret 
only by lifeleſs Paintings, which, at beſt, cou'd be 
the Shadows of their real Graces, to behold all that 
had enſlaved them, accompanied the Charms of 
and Motion, now faſten'd the Chain, beyond 
e Power of human Art to looſe. Aenne, 
Bur, as it is not the Hiſtory of their Amours, I am 


out to recite, nor that any remarkable 1 
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happened in the Coutſe of their Courtſhip, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with telling you, that only reciprocal Com- 
pliments were the SubjeR of this Converſation ; and 
„on the next Day, he ſent the Earl of Kent to wait 
upon the Queen, with ſeveral magnificent Preſents fiom 
him, and to entreat ſhe would return to her Apartment 
in the Palace, where, he aſſured her, ſhe ſhould find 
the ſame Homage, and reſpectful Treatment. as when 
her Huſband Etkelred was living, and King of Eng/end. 
Bor Emma, who had the utmoſt Deteitation for the 
„ On account of his T reaſons, would receive nothing 
rom his Hands, nor return any Anſwer to the Offers 
the King made her, through him: So that he was obli- 
ged to quit her, very ill ſatisfied, that he had not been 
able to obtain Forgiveneſs from a Princeſs who had 
been, and he eaſily aw would be again his Sovereign, 
He was no ſooner gone, than the Queen, ſenſible of the 
Conlideration Canute had teſtiſied for her, went to Court, 
and thanked him, in Perſoa, for the Favours he had 
offered. This ſecond Interview increaſed - the mutual 
Admiration they had of each other; and the King, 
who was naturally 4mpatient, reſolved not to delay 
giving her an Explanation of his Deſires: But, per eiv- 

ing the little Ear ſhe was willing to give to any thi 


the Earl of Ant ſhould ſay, would make no Propol; 


* thro* his Mouth, but entreated ſhe would allow 
a particular Audience, having, as he told her, a 
Buſineſs to communicate, in which himſelf was the 
molt proper Ambaſlador. 

Tun 3 who, by this time, was a pretty 


| Judge what paſſed in the Heart of this enamour'd phe 


debated. a little within herſelf, if ſhe ſhould grant what 
he deſired. But Love ſoon, got the better of that ſcru- 
2 M „Which would have refuſed him; and 

ering herſelf, that it was more for the Intereſt of 
her Children, than to gratify her own Inclinations, that 
influenced her to conſent to this Meeting, ſhe ſuffered 
herſelf to yield to his Arguments, and an Hour was ſet 


apart for it. : 
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Tus Time, perhaps, by both Parties equally wiſh'd 
for, being arrived, Cavute went to her Apartment; 
their Conver'ation was, private, no Perſon on either 
fide being permitted to enter the Room where they 
were; but there appeared ſuch an Air of Contentment 
in both their Faces, after it, that thoſe who ſaw them, 
believed the King had made ſome Propoſals, which ſhe 
had received without Diſdain. Tis poſſible, ſome there 
were who gueſſed at the Truth; but none were igno- 
rant of it any longer than the next Day, when Canute 
gave Orders, that every thing ſhould be prepared for 
the Ceremony of their Marriage; and ſummoning his 
Council, ſpoke to them, to this effect : 

My Lords, ſaid he, I am about to gire you a Queen; 
I fatter myſelf, your Approbation will go hand in hud 
with my Heſires, ſince the Princeſs I kave made choice 
of, is one whom you are accuſtomed to obey [ 
believe, continued, he, I need ſay no more, to make 

ou know it is the incom Emma, of Normandy, 
— of King Erhclred. 

Tuts Speech was anſwered by a gereral Applauſe ; 
and, in a few Days after, the Nuptials were celebrat d, 
in the Chapel ot the Palace Royal, the Archbiſhop of 
York having the Honour to join their Hands. . 

Noruisa was now to be ſcen in the Egli Court, 
but Feaſting, Dancing, Tiles, Tournaments, and all 
imaginable Demonſtrations of Joy, which laſted for fix 
Weeks; in which Time, Canute having diſcovered to 
his Queen by what means he came to tee her Picture, 
ſhe doubted not, if ſhe had owed her good Fortune to 
the Contrivance of King Edrand, and that he had ſe- 
cretly endeavoured to bring about this Union. The 
Truth of this Imagination being afterward confirmed to 
her by Prince Alaric, brought treſh into her Mind, the 
Virtues of that greit King, and the Obligations ſhe had 
to his Friendſhip; and the thought ſhe could not be:ti r 
teſtify her Gratitude, than. by ſharing her Happineſs 
with his illuſtrious Widow. 

Sus wrote a Letter full of Terderneis to Mlgith», 

conjuring her to come to Court, where the aſſured 
, ter, 
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her, ſhe ſhou d meet with the ſame Reſpect as herſelf; 
and to engage her to do fo, ſhe inſinuated, that this 
Proof of plaiſance to her, wou'd be the means to 
bind Canute to the Intereſt of her Sons; and proteſting, 
that ſhe wou'd uſe her utmoſt Power with that Mo- 
narch, to oblige him to treat the young Princes as be- 
came their Birth. 
Bur the prudent Agitha, who knew the Diſpoſition 
of Canute much better than did the Queen his Spouſe, 
and had reaſon to dread the Safety of her Sons, if in 
his power, returned her Thanks for this Civility ; but 
excuſed herſelf from accepting it, by urging, that no- 
thing either the new King or herſelf cou'd beſtow, 
wou'd be able to compenſate for the lively Grief ſhe 
muſt be overwhelmed in, at the fight of Objects which 
cou'd only ſerve to remind her of her paſt Felicities 
and preſent ſad Reverſe . that it wou'd be impoſſible 
For her to live in a Court, where every thing was ſub- 
mitted to the Laws of a „who filled the Throne 
of her Huſband, and where her Sons, born to Monar- 
chy, muſt be _ - yp as 4 ay" Perſons ; and con- 
cluded with wiſhing, might long enjoy the Happi- 
neſs ſhe ſo juſtly — 1 | 
Qux Emma, who believed the true Motive for her 
Refuſal was her Apprehenſions of the Fate of her Sons, 
$4 be _ _ — to — _ Humour 
f tae King, forbore any er, but ed, 
they mi he always hold a Correſpondence by — 4 
which other conſented to with the greateſt Satiſ- 
ſaction. And there paſſed between theſe two beautiful 
Princeſſes, a great Number of Letters, worthy of the 
Hands who wrote them, and which, had they been 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, might have been glorious Ex- 
citements to Virtue for ſucceeding Ages. | 
ENGLAND was now in perfect Tranquillity ; the 
People pleaſed above meaſure, that Canute had ſeated 
Emma with him on the Throne, ſubmitted chearfully 
to his Government: All the Forts, and Places of Im- 
rtance, were gariſon'd with his Forces, except that 
of Sickfort, and ſome other ſmaller Caſtles in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Agitba, which he had that COP 
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for her not to demand the Poſſeſſion of, and which ſhe 
had aſſured him, ſhould never be withheld to his pre- 
by CANUTE was now the moſt formidable of all the 
Princes of Farope ; he was poſſeſs'd of England, Den- 
mark, and Norway ; he had a great Army at Land, and 
no leſs powerful a Navy at Sea. Add to this, he was 
Maſter of immenſe Treaſures, which are the Sinews of 
War; was very vigorous, and in the Prime of his Years. 
With all theſe Advantages, he fancied it eaſy for him 
to ſettle the Monarchy of theſe three Kingdoms, in a 
perpetual Succeſſion, on his Poſterity. He ſaw no Ob- 
lacdes to this great Deſign, but the Life of the young 
Princes, Sons to Emma and Algitha; and, as often as he 
reflected there were ſuch Perſons in the World, it gave 
him a Regret, which had, perhaps, been fatal to thoſe 
Royal Youths, could he have found convenient means 
to compaſs +his Intent. He communicated his Senti- 
ments to the Earl of Kent, a Man no lefs ambitious and 
cruel than himſelf, and who, by being Son-in-law to 
Ethelred, and Brother, by Marriage, to the preſent 
King, was not without Hopes of being, one Day, able 
to mount the Throne hnnſelf, if once theſe Princes wete 
removed; Cane having, as yet, no legitimate Off- 
ſpring. In this View, he helitated not to adviſe the 
King to make away with all the Princes of the Blood 


Royal, and to begin with the Sons of King Edmund, 


and Prince Edwin, ſecond Son of Erhelred, by his firſt 
Wife Ethelgive: Who, being now grown to Maturity, 
lived at Court, and tw whom the Policy of Canter 
lowed a Penſion ſufficient to maintain him, according 
to the Grandeur of his Birth. W | 
Turs Counſel was too obliging to the fecret Wiſhes 
of the-King, not to have it followed, provided there 
could be a poſſibility of it. The Fate of * Edwin was 
eaſy to be brought about, but that of the two young 
Princes, Sons to Edmund, ſeemed much more difficult: 
Algiths had them continually under her 'own Eye, in 
the Caſtle of Sickfort ; and, ſhould they go about to 
take them from her by force, the whole Nation would 


riſe in their Defence: It would only, therefore, be by 
Straga- 
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Stratagem, chat theſe illuſtrious Victims cou'd be got 


into their power. en 
To that end, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought might prevail e to bring her Family 
to Court, and to hold the Rank there, which was her 
due, as Dowager to the late Monarch. He flattered 
her Ambition with the moſt magnificent Offers ; and to 
give his Promiſcs the Air of Reality, accompanied all 
the Letters he wrote to her with Preſents of the greateſt 

alue. | 
Bur this careful Mother ſuffered not herſelf to be 
dazled by this ſpecious Shew of Friendſhip and Re. 
ſpect; and to return his Diſſimulation in kind, wou'd 
not abſolutely refuſe, or ſeem ungrateful to his Offers, 
but made ſuch artful Pretences for remaining at Sickfore, 
that, without giving him renſon to imagine ſhe appre- 
hended any Danger, either for herſelf or Sons, lett him 
no room to preſs her ſarther. | 
 CANUT E find'ng there was no hope of Succeſs this 
May, grew extremely diſcontented at it; but his Con- 
Fdant, the perfidious Earl, found means to diſſipate his 
Vexatien ; he had an Intimacy with the Governour of 
the young Princes, and, for, a great Sum of Money, 
worked on him to betray his Charge into the Hands of 
the King, by this means. | 

AL G [ 744 who'e martial Humour had been rei- 
cher ſoſtened by the Delicacies of the Court, nor chilled 
by the Diſappointments and Sorrows ſhe had ſuſtained, 
gave ſometimes a Truce to her Grief by the Diverſion 
of Hunting; but the two Princes being yet too youug 
to accompany” her in that Recreation, were always left 
at heme, under the Care of their Governour ; and it 
was in one of tho'e Times, that this Betrayct of his 
_ Truſt had promiſcd to deliver them up; and havirg 
ſent notice of it to the Farl, a Chariot was prepared, 
with thirty Gentlemen well armed and mounted to at- 
tended it, and theſe all placed in Ambuſcade, in a Wood, 
behird the Park of Sichert. | 

Every thing being thus in Readineſs, for the 
Accompliſhment of their Deſign; and the Princeſs be- 


ing 1 one out with a great number of the ind ee 
Nobi- 


* | 
97 ] p 

Nobility, who- uſually accompanied her in this Dir: 
ſion, the Governour led the Princes into the Park, under 
the pretence of taking the Air, and, having opened the 
Gate toward the Wood, made a Signal; on which the 
Horſemen advanced, and forced the Princes to mount 
into the Chariot, in ſpite of the Cries and Oppoſition 
of a Man of their Train, called De/mack; who not 
doubting but there was ſome treaſonable Intent in hand, 
did his utmoſt to hinder the Princes from going into the 
Chariot ; but the wicked Governour rewarding his Fi- 
delity with a Stab, and, believing him dead, made the 
Chariot drive away, with the extremeſt Swiftneſs. 

In the mean time, the Officers belonging to the Prin- 
ces, who had orders never to quit them, being told they 
were in the Park, went haſtily after them; and being 
come to the Gate that led to the Wood, were terribly 
alarmed to find it wide open, and Delmaci bleeding on 
the Graſs; that faithful Servant, expiring as he 1 


lifted up his Eyes at their approach, and forced himſelf 
to cry out, Run to the aſſiſtance of the Princes, wh 
their perfidious Governour has borne forcibly away 
This was all he could deliver; and the violence he did 
himſelf, in uttering thoſe few words, perhaps, haſtned 
his Death ſome moments. 

Tus Officers, on hearing this, lo no time in conſi- 
dering what to do, but immediely on horſe-back, . - 
and rather flew than rode to the Foreſt, where their 
Princeſs was in purſuit. of the Stag. Algitba, on the 
news of this Misfortune, ſhewed an incomparable Pre- 
{ence of Mind, and a Fortitude far above what is ordi- 
narily found in her Sex : She neither lamented nor ex- 
claimed againit ſo ſudden a turn of Fate, as other Mo- 
thers would, perhaps, have done ; but turning to the _ 
Company ſhe had with her, and entreating them to ſe- 
cond her attempt, rode back; with imaginable 
haſte, to Sickfort ; where, having armed herſelf, and 
taken freſh Horſes for herſelf and the others, and fol- 
lowed by the Officers of the Caſtle, purſued full ſpeed 
the Tracks the Raviſhers had left behind. | 


Vor. IV. F Tus 
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Tux endeavours of this noble Company were ſo ſuc- 
eelsful, that they overtook the Chariot within ſome 
Miles of London. Aligitha, whoſe courage at this fight 
was augmented by her Rage, ſtood not to examine the 
number of her Enemies, but flew upon them, Sword in 
hand, and, with the firſt Blow, laid the chief amon 
them proſtrate at her feet: The Governour, who coul 
expect no mercy, if overcome, quitted the Chariot, and 
having mounted the Horſe of him that was fallen, put 
himſelf at the head of his Troop, and animated them 
by his Voice and Geſture. Then the valiant A/githa, 
who, in the Rapidity of her Purſuit, could be followed 
only by ſix Gentlemen, found herſelf, encompaſſed, on 
all ſides, by the Raviſhers; yet, without ſuffering her 
Spirit to be dejected by their numbers, ſhe not only de- 
fended herſelf, but attack d them in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe bad laid ſeveral of them on the Earth, before 
8 of her Followers arrived to her aſſiſtance. 


s theſe were Men accuſtomed to the dangers of 
Field, and the more invigorated by the example of 
this warlike Queen, things immediately, changed face; 
the Ravithers were attack d on all —— the greateſt 
part having loſt their Lives, the attempted to ſave 
themſelves by flight; the treacherous Governour was a- 
mong theſe laſt: But 4/girha, whoſe fury was more 
a gainſt him than all the others of his Accomplices, pur- 
ſued him ſo cloſe, that it was impoſſible for him to 
eſcape ; and the Villain, inſtead of imploring mercy, 
had the inſolence to meaſure his Sword againſt that of 
his Queen. | The Combat laſted not long; Algitha dil- 
abled his right Arm, with one Blow, and taking him 
by the Throat with one hand, while with the other ſhe 
| * her Sword at his Breaſt, obliged him to confeſs, 

at the Earl of Kent had influenced him to this horrid 
attempt. He then fell on his Knees, entreating her to 


=. his Life ;| but her Weapon had already pierced 


do far; the Sant quantity of Blood which iſſued from 

his Wounds, deprived him, firſt, of his Voice, and, ſoon 
after, of his Breath; a Fate, indeed, too honourable 
for a Wretch, who deſerved to have expired in the ex- 


tremeſt Tortures, under the hands of the nn 
HE 
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Tu victorious Algitha returned: to Sickfort, where all 


were in the utmoſt Grief and Confuhon ; but when 


they ſaw her arrive at the head of her valiant Troops, 


in the midſt of which was the Chariot with the two 


Princes, Cries and Acclamations ſucceeded in the place 
of Terror. The firſt thing ſhe did, after having dif- 


armed herſelf, thanked her Friends for the Aſſiſtance 


they had given her, and embraced her Children, was to 
write to King Canute and Queen Emma, an account of 


this Adventure, and to complain of. the Injuſtice ſhe 
had received. The Court and City were no ſooner in- 
formed of it, than the loud Exclamations they made 
againſt the Treachery of the Earl of Kent, convinced 
Canute, that the Blood of their lawful Kings was yet 
extremely dear to them. ' | 

TXxis Monarch knew, that as the Governour was 
killed, nothing cou'd be proved againſt him, denyin 
to have any part in this Action, and juſtified himſelf 
well, that the whole Infamy fell on the Earl of Kent 
who was already mortally hated. The cruel Inqui 
tudes, however, that * Algitha was involved in, 
from that dreadful day, for the Life of her Sons, never 
ſuffering her to enjoy any true repoſe, threw her at 
length into a Janguiſhing Diſeaſe, and obliged her to 
have recourſe to the Remedies Art ſometimes affords, 
when Nature refuſes her aſſiſtance. 

Ir any one ſtep throughout the whole Conduct of this 
Princeſs cou'd be termed imprudent, it was the little 
Examination ſhe made of the Character of her Phyfi- 
cians ; her Soul was too much employed for the Safety 
of the young Princes, to have any leiſure to attend to 
aught relating merely to herſelf ; and thinking her Fate 
cou'd be of no conſequence to Canute, imagined not he 
wou'd ever enterprize any thing againſt her Perſon. 
But this tender Mother ſhou'd have remembered, that 
if and of thoſe Dangers ſhe apprehended for her Sons 


| were real, the fame muſt alſo threaten herſelf, who, by | 


her Vigilance over thoſe precious Treaſures, was an 
obſtacle in the way to reach at them, 


Tae ſame means which had been made uſe of, to 
** practice, 


bribe the Governour of the Princes, was now put in 
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practice, to cor that Phyſician who attended the 
Queen in her Indiſpoſition; and inſtead of Cordials, he 
adminiſtred to her a Poiſon. of. ſo ſubtile a Force, that 
it reliſted all Antidotes, Her Death was neceſſary for 
the ambitious Deſigns of Canute. and his Miniſter, - and 
they accompliſhed it like Barbarians; and that great 
Princeſs, who by her Courage and her Virtue had ſtood 
the moſt cruel Reverſe of Fortune, and the utmoſt Ef- 
forts of her publick Enemies, fell a Victim to the {e- 
cret Cabals of her pretended Friends. 

In the firſt Agonies of the , poiſoned Draught, ſhe 
doubted not of the occaſion, and prepared herſelf for 
her approaching Fate, with a Patience and Reſolution 
no leſs worthy of admiration, than her former: Actions 
Had been: The only Reflection which had power to 
make her Conſtancy, was that of leaving her dear Sons 
a Prey to thoſe who had deſtroyed her Life, in order to 
become Maſters of theirs; and in the force of this Sen- 
ent, ſhe wrote, a little before her Death, theſe ſew 

Vords to Queen Emma. 


. The unfortunate Meteo of King Fomunp, 75 


"Emma, Queen of England. 


o- Y Death, Madam, wou'd be of little ſignifica- 
* tion, if it was not too ſure a Preſage of that 
« of my Children: It was, it ſeems, found neceſſary 
«« to begin with mine, to arrive at their Our E- 
% nemies in part are fſatished ; but that they may not 
* be intirely ſo, permit me to put you in remembrance 
« of the Friendſhip you have always ſworn to me, and 
„that which you had for the late King my Huſband, 
«*« and to conjure you to teſtiſy it to the Precious Re- 
> — — of his Blood-——— Prevent my Death from 
becoming vieful to the cruel Deſigns of their Perſe- 
*© CutorS———"Tis the. laſt and only Requeſt made you, 

„ by the dying 
ALGITHAs 


Tus Letter was delivered to the Queen on the 
next day after the Death of her who wrote it. It 


3 


[ row 
touched her in the moſt / ſenſible manner; the ran im- 
mediately to the King, and with Tears in her Eyes, 
conjured him to attempt nothing againſt the Life of 
Edmund and Edward, Sons to the late King and Algi- 
tha; and to engage his Protection of thoſe Princes, em- 
ployed the moſt tender Careſſes as well as Words. But, 
though Canute had a very great Love for the Queen, 
yet Ambition was the predominant Paſſion of his Soul z 
he liſteßed to her, but anſwered in a manner, which 
let her ſee, he was more truly devoted to Empire than 
her Charms; and when he gave her his Promiſe, that 
the Princes ſhou'd not die, he made her underſtand, 
that his Safety depended on having them in his power, 
and out of a condition to undertake any thing againſt 
him. What have I not to apprehend, /aid he, from 
the Sons of Edmund and Algitba? Certainly they muſt 


'greatly degenerate from their Parents, if they do not W 


one day become formidable enough, to make you te- 
pent the Compaſſion you have for them Therefore 
if you truly love me, you will be content with the af- 
ſurance I give you, not to take away their Lives, and 
not endeavour to oppoſe myWking ſuch meaſures with 
them, as may ſecure my Throne ; which can never re- 
main firm, while thoſe who imagine themſelves born to 


fit in it, are in the view of a People famous for their 
Love of Novelty. | 


Tats Diſcourſe filled the generous Emma with a 12 


Diſquiet, which ſhe had much ado' to conceal ; but 
8 it was impoſſible for her to obtain more, 
e retired, pierced to the Soul with deep concern and 

| pity. Some days after, Prince Edwin, Son of Ethel- 
red and Ethelgive, and Brother to the late King Ed- 
mund, was arreſted, on ſome pretence, and ſhut up in 
an inacceſſible Caſtle; and the two Children of 41- 
githa were removed from Sickfort, and oon in a 
ſtrong Fortreſs on the Borders of Sweden ; which cold 
and us Climate, ſo different from the Delicacies 
of that they had been nouriſhed in, joined to the De- 
privation of all thoſe Tenderneſſes they had been accuſ- 
tomed to, Canute * wou'd in a ſhort time put 
3 12 an 


* 


means to make his Eſcape into Germany, where he was 
| favourably received by the Emperor Henry III. and af- 


joy no more Happineſs and 
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22 their days, without the help of Poiſon, or of 
a r | 


In <ffe, Prince Edmund, who was the eldeſt, had 


not a Conſtitution to ſupport ſo ſevere a change, and 


died in a ſhort time after he was carried there: Edwin, 
his Uncle, furvived him but three Months ; but Edward, 
the youngeſt Son of King Edmund and Algitha, who 


Was endowed with all the Beauties and Perfections of 


his Royal Parents, ſo well knew how to gainithe Aﬀec- 
tion of his Guards, by the ſweetneſs of his Behaviour, 
and to win-them to a Dependance on him, by the in- 
difference he expreſſed for Liberty, that they accuſtom'd 
themſelves inſenſibly to allow him much more than 
their Orders permitted them to do; and this amiable 
Prince taking the advantage of their negligence, found 


terwards ſettled himſelf with more Tranquillity than 


he cou'd have expected. 


As for Canute, having reigned twenty Years, exerci- 
ſing in that time a thouſand Cruelties for ſecurity of his 
prom he died in the Year 1036, leaving only one Son 

y Queen Emma, whom he defigned ſhou'd be Inheri- 
tor of all his Kingdoms. But Providence, which takes 


- A to fruſtrate human Projects, diſpoſed otherwiſe 


of them: Norway revolted, and choſe a King of their 
own: Harold, the Baſtard of Canute, whoſe Siſter the 
Earl of Kent had eſpouſed, with the help af his Bro- 
ther-in-law, ſeized on the Crown of England ; and, the 
Son of Canute and Emma, who was named Canute after 
his Father, had no more to his ſhare, than the King- 

dom of Denmark. | | 
"Twas thus that the univerſal Monarchy, which this 
Prince had premeditated, was diſſipated; and that the 
Remains of Ethelred and Edmund were obliged to live 
under the Protection of Strangers; Alfred and Edward, 
the Sons of Ethelred, in Normandy ; and the young Ed. 
award, Son of Edmund, in Germany; and ſuch was the 
Deſtiny of E:helgive and A/githa, that they ſhou'd en- 
FFranquillizy than their vir- 


ALL 


tuous Mothers. 
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ALL the Com thanked Florinda, in terms which 
made her ſenſible of the extreme Pleaſure this Relation, 
and her Faſhion of preſenting them with it had beſtow- 
ed, nor were the Praiſes they gave her more elegant 
than the Anſwers this agreeable Lady returned. 

As for my part, ſaid Or/ames, I am particularly 
touched at the Hiſtory the beautiful Florinda has given 
us ; becauſe it has revived in me, the Memory of a 
Princegfwhoſe Character I always admired, and who, 
-- my Opinion, merited many more Years and happy 

ays. 

| 6 muſt be confeſs'd, added Julia, that Edmund was 
a moſt accompliſh'd Monarch; and I cannot hinder 
myſelf from being infinitely concerned his Thread of 
Life ſhould be ſo unfortunately cut. But the Earl cf 
Kent, cried Areliſæ, was certainly one of the molt unwor- 
thy Wretches that ever lived. Ambition, faid Canute, is 
a moſt terrible Paſſion, when it reigns not in a virtuous 
Mind; it inſtigates the wicked to all manner of Villa- 
nies ; as, on the contrary, it inſpires the noble Soul with a | 
Deſire of arriving at Glory, by good and great Actions. ' 

Tus Earl of Kent, reply d 4/phonſo, and all ſuch 
wicked Miniſters, by the Contraſt of their Actions, ſhew 
us, how much we ought to reſpe& and love thoſe who 

ve, by their Services, the good of their Prince and 

ation is at their heart. Both King and People ſhould 
join in Thankſgivings, for their common Happinels, 
when they ſee, at the head of Affairs, Men guided by 
Prudence, Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Virtue. 

Your Reflection, ſaid Thelamont, is a Leſſon far us, 
who enjoy this ſupreme Felicity; bur Praiſes, ſuch as 
are worthy thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, would carry us too 
far, without being able to do Jultice to their Merit. 
hut let us, therefore, content ourſelves to admire 
them in ſilence; and ſince we are fallen on the Subject 
of Stateſmen faithfuily devoted to the Intereſts of their 
Maſters and Governments, I believe you will not be 
diſobliged, if I give you an Inſtance of that kind, 
which, I believe, is not leſs ſingular, than any that 


Hiſtory affords. » 
F4, DARIUS 


.. 


-— 


That of Darius raiſed him to the 
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DARIUS, the Son of Hida/per, while“ hel was a pri 
vate Man, contracted the moſt tender Friendſhip with 
Zopirus, General of the Per/fian Army; and, as it was 
founded merely on the Principles of Virtue, and a kind 
of Sympathy between their Souls, it could not but be 
laſting and ſolid. It was by the advice of Zopirus, that 
Darius had the good fortune to kill Smerdis, who had 
uſurped the Empire, and governed it with Tyranny ; 
and it was by the management of this faithſſ Friend, 
that he, afterwards, was exalted to the Throne : For, 
after the Death of the Tyrant, all the Princes and great 
Lords of Perſia, convened in Council, made a Decree, 
to prevent all Cenſure of any ambitious Views among 
themſelves, that who ever was Matter of the Horſe that 
ſhould neigh the firſt before Sun-rifing, ſhould be King. 
233 Dignity; 
Zopirus having the Secret to compel the Animal to neigh 
before any of the reſt. Such Obligations as theſe, when 
conferred on a generous Mind, could not but plant the 
Roots of Gratitude too deep to be ever torn from 
thence 
DARIUS, full of thoſe Sentiments, ſhould not have 
looked on his Happineſs as compleat, without a Friend, 
ſuch as Zepirus, to ſhare it with him: However, the 
friſt Days of his Elevation to the Empire, bringing with 
them their Cares and Occupations, he had not the 
portunity to teſtify, as he wiſh'd, the ſenſe he had of 


What he had done for him. 


As there is a Jealouſy in Friendſhip, as well as Love, 
which conſtrues every thing to its own -prejudice, Zopi- 
rus preſently imagined, the Luſtre of a Crown had too 
much dazled the Eyes of Darius, to permit him to 
look down on any thing beneath ; and-that in the Mo- 


march, he loſt the Friend; which Thought ſo afflicted 


him, that the Melancholy of his Heart diffuſing itſelf 
thro* all his Air, rendered it immediately perceivable 


_ by Darius. 


Tx1s Monarch, always too ſenſible of every thing 
that concerned his Friend, to be without Inquietude on 


this occaſion, teſtiſed to him the Impatience he had 
„to know the Cauſe of his Sadneſs; conjuring him, in the 


» 4 
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Subject; and every day became more melancholy, and 
more reſolved to keep it ſeeret. | 
DARIUS was extremely concerned, that he cou'd 


not penetrate into this unhappy Myſtery ; he examined 
. himWglf, if any thing in his one Conduct cou'd 2 N 
ba ing his 
_ Heart clear and innocent, he began to fear, that Am- 
bition had taken birth in that of Zopirus: If it be ſo, 
ſaid he to himſelf, I will load him with ſuch Honours, 
as he ſhall have nothing more to wiſh ; and accordingly 


cauſe for ſuch a Diſcontent; but fin 


ſent-him Preſents of immenſe Value, and a Blank to 


be filled up with ſuch Employments as he ſhou'd make 


choice of. 


Bur Zoepirus, whoſe Soul was of à different Mould, 


to what it now appeared to the King. was ſo far from 


being ſatisſied with theſe marks of hig Eſteem, that 


they ſerved only to render him more penfive. As for 
the Employment ofered him, he abſolutely refuſed it, 


and received the Preſents with reſpect but not the leaſt ' 


mark of gladneſs. 


moſt preſſing terms, to open his Heart to him with bis 0 
-uſual Freedom: But Zopirus, prejudiced by his o.] n 
Ideas, could not he prevailed on to break filence on chis 


— 


Tuts Behaviour augmented the King's ſuſpence; he 


ſent for him oae day into his Cloſet, whence he was re · 


ſolved not to ſuffer him to depart, till he had revealed 
the. whole of a Grief, which ſeemed ſo unaccountable, 


not only to him, but all who ſaw it. 


My dear Zopirus, ſaid he, I can no longer endure to 


fee you thus =—— By the tender Friendſhip by which 
we are united, I conjure you to reveal the Cauſe, of 
I ſwear to you, that there - 


what kind ſoever it be 
is nothing in my whole Empire, nothing that is ſubmit- 


ted to my Power, and nothing ſo valuable to my Heart, 


that I will not readily ſacriſice for your relief 


Speak then, nor perſiſt in an obſtinate ſilence, which. 
kills all my Happineſs, in perſuading me I am no longer 


dear to ou. 


Nor dear to me, cried out Zopirus, 


uite trans 
ported at the King's goodneſs! Ah! pug 9 it is 
Wel! F. becauſe 


* 
%- 
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' betauſe you are too dear to me, that I am in tlie ſtate 
in which you ſee me; and ſince you command me to 
explain myſelf in terms too tender to be withſtood, 
know, that the fear I do not retain the ſame place [I 
held in your Heart before your Elevation, is the ſole 
Motive of my Grief I thought I perceived a 
change in you towards me That Air of Majeſty 
which accompanied your Benefits, robb'd them 7 their 
Value Tis the King now who confei them, 
not that Friend to whom I was once ſo dear, and 
whoſe Love and Confidence in me, made all my Hap- 
nes i a great Monarch, whom I ſhou'd 
- tremble to approach, whom I ſhou'd adore, who, caſt- 
ing his Regards on me, diſtinguiſhes me, at preſent, 
from his other Courtiers, as I was once from all the 
"Perfians, by the choice Darius made of me for his 
Friend ln fine, it is no more Darius who loves 
me, but the King, who vouchſaſes to honour me with 
An ! my Lord, continued he, reſume all your Gifts, 
and reſtore me your Heart I will have nothing 
from the Sovereign of Perſia, and I wou'd owe ev 
thing to the Friendſhip of Darius Twere · to fail 
in that profound reſpect a Subject ought to pay his King, 
to call him Friend; yet is that Title a thouſand times 
more precious to me, than all the Riches, and all the 
Honours you have heap'd _ me our Friend- 
ſhip, your Confidence, and your firſt Familiarity, are 
the only Treaſures which can ſatisfy my Ambition; 
and if you think the Royal Dignity will be impaired 
© by this Conduct, ſuffer me, my to ſend you back 
your Preſents, and let me die. | 
Duzinc all this Diſcourſe Darius felt the moſt refined 
Pleaſure, to * himſelf loved merely for himſelf alone; 
and that all that can attract Affection in other Hearts, 


had no effect on that of Zopirus, ſeemed fo worthy of 
his Admiration, that for ſome time he was wholly ta- 
ken up in filent Wonder, and had no Words to ſorm an 


Anſwer. 5 
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How few Kings are there that taſte this Satisfaction! 
Exterior Homage and Obedience elate the Mind, and 
feed Ambition; but afford none of thoſe ſweet Fran- 
ſports, Tenderneſs beſtows To. ſee the Heart 


- uncovered, and find no Emotions there, but Love and 


Duty warmly actuated by Zeal, and ever watchful to 
do good Offices; when this, I ſay, happens, as in the 
caſe of Darius, a Monarch muſt think himſelf richer 
in ſua Friend, that in the Treaſures of the Gudies. 
My dear — ſaid he, at laſt recovering himſelf 
enough to ſpeak, and at the ſame time embracing him 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, I ſhould be unworthy of 
the Throne, to which you have rais'd me, if I were 
capable of changing, even for one moment of my Life, 
from that fix d Regard, I owe ſo worthy a Friend. 
Your Suſpicions have deceived -you, and injur'd 
I proteſt, that I ſhall never be a King to you, 
Never ſhall you find me any other than your 
Friend Darius for know, that I prefer your 
Friendſhip to all my Crowns Far from imagin- 
ing, I ſhould demean the Royal Dignity, in living fa- 
miliarly with you, I ſhould think I did it Honour 
Nothing is more glorious to a Monarch, than to have it 
in his power to boaſt a faithful Friend; nor can he 
prove he has one but by the Tokens of his Gratitude, 


his Arms a ſecond time; let us live as we were accul- 
tomed before this Change in my Fortune 1 ſhall 
always be Darius to you, be you always my dear Zopi- 
rus Retain the Preſents I have ſent you, and. 


accept of thoſe I ſhall hereafter ſend they are not 


the Marks of my Generoſity, but of my perfect Friend- 


ſhip: And if I ſometimes put you in mind, that I am 


King, it will only be by the Joy of ſeeing my ſelf in a 
Condition to make known my Love and Confidence. 


| 
* 
- 


Let us hve then, continued he, taking him in 


Tus tender Aſſurances. fail'd not to calm all the 


Diſquiets, which ſo lately reign'd in the Boſom of Zegi- 
rus, He bluſhed to have entertained Thoughts fo little 
conformable to the great Sentiments of Darius. The 


Delicacy of his Friendſhip made bim fear he had of- 
eren | fended, 
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ſended by judging bim capable of changing ; he aſk'd 


his pardon for it, and thanked him for the Continua- 

tion of his Bounties, and this Converſation cemented 

_ than ever the Bond of Amity which was between 
em, 

ZOPTRUS now reſumed his ordinary Vivacity, and 
Darius his former Familiarity ; and as he cou'd not 
doubt, if he were ſincerely beloved by Zopirus, he liſ- 
tened to all the Remonſtrances that worthy Favourite 
made. him, whenever he found him fail in Acts of 
Juſtice or of Virtue; and it was by his Advice, that 
the Jeaus obtained Permiſſion of this Monarch to finiſh 
the Building of the Temple of Jeruſalem. 

But the Zeal 
here, he ſoon after had an occaſion of making it ap- 
pear, in a manner ſo very extraordinary, that I queſtion, 
if. ever any Act of Friendſhip arrived to that conſum- 
mate Height, 

Tart Babylonian: having reſolved to throw off the Per- 


fan Voke, forced all out of their Gates, who refuſed to 


join with them in this Revolt. Darius was no ſooner 
informed of what had happened, then he marched at 
the head of a puiſſant Army, and ſat down before that 
magnificent City; but finding Difficulties, and a much 
greater Reſiſtance than he expected, made to his At- 
tacks, he began to fear, that after a long and painful 
Siege, he ſhould be obliged to withdraw his Forces, 
without being able to reduce it. 


of Zopirus for his Maſter did not ſtop 


Tuis he look'd upon as ſo ſhameful to him, that, 


perhaps, no Vexation ever ſurpaſſed that of his. How- 
ever, he made no Confidant of it but Zopirus ; who, 
finding indeed there were no Hopes of ſucceeding in 
his Enterprize, by the ways ordinarily practiſed in 


Sieges, preſently. conceived a Stratagem, which was 


without all Precedent ; and, I dare believe, will always 


remain unimitated. After he had conſidered a little 


While, and firmly. reſolved himſelf in his Deſign, 
which he Nen 


with care from him, and the whole 
Army, he cut off his Noſe and Ears, and in this dread- 
fal Spectacle, all bleeding as he. was, preſented him- 
felf at the Gates of Bachlin; whence he was imme- 
diately 


* 
- 
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diately conducted to an Aſſembly of the Principal of 
the City, by whom he was no ſooner ſeen than known- 
Then declaiming againſt the Ingratitude of Darius, 
who, he pretended, had rendered him in this Condi- 
tion, merely for having given him good Advice; he 
told them, he deſired nothing more than to revenge the 
Aﬀront he had received ; and to that end, came to of- 
fer his Service to them in the next Sally they made: 
Adding, that no Action cou'd ſo well become the Re- 
mainder of his Days as to aſſiſt them in chaſing ſo bar- 
barous a Prince from their Walls. 

Tux Babylonians knowing that he was the beſt Gene- 
ral among the Perfians ;..and that with his great Wil- 
dom and — he had alſo a prodigious Valour, 
received him with the extremeſt Joy, paid him all ima - 

inable Honours, and with an uuanimous Voice gave 
into his Hands the Government of the Guard of their 
City. The uſe he made of his Power, in the Orders 
he gave, and the _——— the Troops, made 
known his Skill ſo well, that theſe poor deluded People 
believed themſelves in the utmoſt Security under him. 

Tus Report, however, of this great Man's Deſertion 
being ſpread through the Perfian Army, filled them with 
a Conſternation not to be expreſſed ; and every one ima- 
gined, they had now no more to do, but raiſe the 
Siege; ſince a Perſon ſo neceſſary, by his Advice and 
Courage, had gone over to the Enemy. 

DARIUS alone was tranquil, and tho' he could not 
penetrate into the true Motive of this Action; yet judg- 
0g the Sentiments of his Friend by his own, he heſita- 
ted not a moment, if he ſhould believe there was fome 
Myſtery in this Behaviour of Zopirus, intended for his 
Glory. In this Thought, inſtead of raiſing the Siege, 
he redoubled his Attacks, in which he was always 
repulſed by the Valour of Zopirus. Vet did not 
even this excite his Doubts, he. ſhut his Ears a- 

ainſt all that was faid to convince him that faith- 
ful Friend could ever be an Enemy; and ſtill ad- 
vancing his Works, fortify'd himſelf with a full Aſ- 
ſurance, that, thro' the means of Zopirus, he ſhould ; 
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at laſt carry his point. Thus did Friendſhip ſtruggle 
-againſt the greateſt Probabilities, and ſurmount what to 

all others appeared Conviction. 

Ix fine, this glorious Man ſeeing the Works of Darius 
in the State he deſired, found means to give him notice, 
that if he advanced to one of the Gates of the City, 
which he deſcribed, he ſhould find it without defence. 
He ſent Directions alſo in what manner he ſhould make 
the Breach, and what number of Troops might enter. 
The King of Perſia followed this Advice in every Parti- 
cular, and without communicating it to any Perſon, and 
without any other Aſſurance than that in his own Breaſt 
of the Fidelity of Zopirus, he approached the Gate 

mark'd out to him. He found it in the Situation he 
expected, and with the number of Troops his Friend 
had preſcribed, entered the City without diffidence —— 
The Alarm was preſently given the Citizens were 
in the utmoſt Confuſion, and Zopirus had ſo well taken 
his Meaſures, that all who oppoſed the Perfians were 
cut in pieces, and the City entirely ſubmitted to Da- 
rivs ; who, at the Entreaty of Zopirus, forbore any Act 
of Cruelty to the Inhabitants, contenting himſelf only 
with exacting their Obedience to the Laws for- 
merly impoſed on them | 
Bur what became of that Monarch? How terrible 
were the firſt Shocks of his Grief, when he found to 
what the Reduction of Baby/on had been owing ? ——— 
Tears, and the Swellings of his Heart would not per- 
mit him to ſpeak for a long time: And when Zopirus 
relazed to him the whole Affair, with an Unconcern, 
which denoted the Hero even more than the voluntary 
Maims he had given himſelf; at laſt the impriſoned 
- Sorrows of the Royal Mind burſt out in theſe few 
Words, which, with the glorious Action that occaſioned 
them, are tranſmitted: to Poſterity : Ah! who, ſaid he, 
would not have given a hundred Babylon: to ſee fo faith- 
ful a Friend exempt from ſuch a Deformity ? 5 
JusTky have you ſaid, cry'd Siluana, perceiv- 
ing Thelamont had done ſpeaking, that. Hiſtory, af- 
+  fords no Proof like this of and Friendſhip, I am 
: aſtoniſhed 


- 
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- aſtoniſhed at it, added Cami/la ; and my Admiration is 
accompanied with certain Emotions of Terror, which 
make me' ſhudder. I was before acquainted with this 
great Action, interrupted Freſmus; but being ignorant 
of ſome of the Particulars that led to it, this Recital 
has had al! the Charm: of Novelty. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, ſaid 4, wo that this Proof of Zopirus's Attach- 
ment to the or rather to his Friend, is of the 
moſt ſingular kin that ever was: But it muſt alſo be 
confeſſed, "that the Confidence of Darius had ſomethin 
in it very grand ; and that the Friendſhip in his Sou 
was no leſs heroick, than the dreadful Proofs the other 
gave of his, 

2 my part, ſaid Horten ſia, I find nothing in either 
of them to reproach: If Zopirus disfigured himſelf to 
deceive the rebellious Babylonians, to reduce them 
to their Obedience; Darius expoſed himſelf to Acei- 
dents equally dreadful, by an intire Dependance on his 
Faith. And this Security he teſtified in him, without 
knowing any thing more of his Deſign, than that he 
had quitted his Service, ſeems to me a roof of Friend- 

ſhip equal to that of Zopires. 

Tis certain, fe Or/ames, that without this Stra- 
tagem the King of Perfia had been compelled to raiſe 
the Siege, — to — the Rebels unpuniſned. We 
know, "ha Orephimer, they are often of great uſe, when 
Force is unavailing ; but there are a thouſand inſtances 
of Stratagems very different from that of . 
yet not leſs beneficial. 

HIME RA was the richeſt and moſt populous 
Sicily ; its great Commerce occaſioned — Envy the 
neighbouring Commonwealths, particularly of wu 
who were reſolved to deſtroy it, if poſſible. 

For this purpoſe,  Amilcar, their General, with an 
Army. of two hundred thouſand Men, and five hun- 
dred Gallies, came to beſiege it both by Land and 
Sea. The Inhabitants of Himera, juſtly alarmed, im- 

plored the Aſſiſtance of Gelon, Kin of Syracuſe, a Mo- 
narch of Wiſdom, Honour, and Tou ourage, and never 
"I 10 rr his Allies. But knowing * 
© 


. ſhou'd be furniſhed with a 
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unable to cope with thoſe of the Cartbagisiant, in 2 
| pitched Battle, contented himſelf with poſting chem 


in ſtrong Places; whence iſſuing out ſometimes, they 


did much miſchief to the Enemy, by deſtroying the 


Proviſions round about, and attacking thoſe who went 
to forrage, whom they often deſtroyed, leaving not a 
Man alive. But theſe Favours of Fortune were too in- 
conſiderable to oke the Carthaginians to raiſe the 
Siege; and Gelen was in the extremeſt Dilemma in 


What manner to proceed, that he might be ſerviceable 
to his Friends; when Chance put ſomething in his 


wer, which all his Valour cou'd never have made him 


e. 
AMILCAR ſent two Deputies with Diſpatches to 
Selucia, ordering the People of that City to ſend him a 


Reinforcement ob Cavalry, to the number of 10000, 


in a time by him preſcribed. Theſe Men falling into 
the hands of Ge/ov, put a Stratagem into his head, 
-which he executed in this manner: He made the De 
puties of Amilcar be ſhut up, and ſo carefully guardet!, 
that it was impoſſible ſor them to inform the Cartha- 
ginians what had befallen them; and at the Time 
inted by their General, equipped the Number he 
d ordered, of his beſt Cavalry, in the Arms and Li- 
very of the Selucians ; and having given them ſecret 


Orders What to do, ſent them to the Camp of the Car 


thaginians, accompanied by two pretended Deputies 


from the Seluciangs, with Letters teſtiſying how ready 


thoſe. People were to. obey the Commands of, Ami/- 


| Piss Depurics no ſooner arrived at the head of 


their Cavalry; then they were conducted to Amilcar, 
who received them with open Arms, made them mag- 


-nificent Preſents, aſſigned the moſt convenient Quarters 


far the Troops they brought, and gave Orders they 
things neceſſary. . 

- Tavs did the beſt part of Gens Forces enter the 

Carthaginian'Camp as Allies and. Friends: The next 

Day .after their Arrival, 4mi/car erected an Altar near 


. the Sca-fide, and commanded a Sacrifce and ſolemn | 
2 % Thankſ- 


Pretence to diſturb the Peace of their Neighbours. 
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T hankſgivings to Neptune for the ſafe Arrival of this 
ſeemng Aid. As he performed the Office of High 
Prieſt himſelf, the Syracu/ans taking the advantage of 
that moment, when the whole Army was diſarmed, 
and at their Devotion, ſeized on the General, and put 
all the principal Officers who aſſiſted at the Sacrifice to 
the Sword. hile one party were on this Expedition, 
the other ſet the Ships on fire; the Flame and Smoak 


of which was the Signal for Clin to advance, who, 


pouring with his Forces on the other ſide of the Camp, 
made a moſt terrible Slaughter among them. The 
People of Himera perceiving this Diforder, and the 
Colours and Enſigns of the King of Hracuſe diſplayed 
in the midſt of their Enemies, [lied out, and joined 
that Prince; who, wherever he paſted, ſpread Deſola- 
tion round him. It was impoſſible for the Carthaginions 
in this Confuſion, and not only encompaſſed, but alſo 
mingled with their Enemies, to put themſelves in any 
poſture of Defence, the boldeſt among them now be- 
took themſelves to flight; but they were too cloſely 
purſued for many to —— While theſe things were 
doing at Land, the Fleet of Ge/on deſtroyed all that the 
Flames had ſpared: Never was there a more terrible 
Spectacle; never had the Carthaginians ſuſtained ſo 

eat a Loſs, ſince the Eſtabliſhment of their Repub- 
ick. No leſs than an hundred and fifty thouſand Men 
were cut to pieces, and vaſt Quantities of Ammunition 
and rich Bagage, became the Prey of the Viktors. 
Thus did the City of Carthage, ſo accuſtomed to the 
Smiles of Fortune, prove how little that fickle. Goddeſs 
is to be depended upon: And thus did Geloz deliver the 
People of Himera from that imminent Danger which at 


that time threatned them. 


Tno' this Action, ſaid Felicia, has ſomething bar- 


barous in it, I cannot be ſorry for the Paniſhment of 


the Carthaginians I deteſt thoſe powerful proud Peo- 
ple, who would have none happy but themſelves ; and 
whoſe Jealouſy and Ambition are inceſſantly finding 


1 
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I Au of your Opinion, reply d Florinda ; methinks 
there is ſomething very tyrannick in the Nature of 
thoſe People, who, having many Advantages over their 
Neighbours, cannot content themſelves with aiming at 
more, tho' it be the utter Ruin of thoſe who only de- 
fire to enjoy peaceably their own. 

Ir all the Rulers of the Earth thought in this man- 
ner, ſaid Alphonſo ſmiling, Mankind would inſenſibly de- 
N into Cowardice and Indolence. Tis the De- 


re of aggrandizing their Dominions, or preventing 
- others from extending theirs too far, that excites a Love 


of Glory in the Heart, and gives Men an Opportunity 


of ſignalizing themſelves. 


Tuar is very true, ſaid Julia; but it ſeems ftrange 


to me, that reaſonable Creatures, to whom Pity is inhe- 


rent, can perform ſuch Actions, as have juſt now been 
related, in cold Blood. When Anger, indeed, inflames 


the Mind, I wonder not at any thing fo violent a Paſſion 


nt tranſport them to. 
. NoTHING is more blameable, charming Julia, inter- 


rupted Urania, than thoſe Actions which are inſtigated 


by Anger; of all the Emotions by which the Breaſt is 
agitated, I know none ſo dangerous as that : It violates 

ruth, triumphs over Juſtice, and deftroys Reaſon : It 
breathes nothing but Hatred and Revenge, and inſpires 


only inhuman Projects. It was the ſaying of a great 


Philoſopher, that the Man who abandoned himſelf to 
Anger, would never execute, any thing, of which he 


would not have cauſe to repent 


Tus Emperor Theodsfius, continued ſhe, whoſe Merit 
and Valour raiſed him to the Throne, by the Adoption 
of Gratian in the Year of Je. Chrift 378, was a 
Prince juſtly eſteemed, wiſe and virtuous, a great Ge 
neral, victorious in War, amiable in Peace,. and happy 
in both, However, this great Prince, of whom 
Hiſtorians make ſuch fine — had the Mi- for- 
tune to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by this Paſſion of 
Anger. But this Vice, for the moſt part the Author of 


Shame to thoſe that harbour it, ſerved but to encreaſe 


- ' — 
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He was returned in Triumph from his 4 over 
the Tyrant Maximin, and from the eſtabliſhing Falenri- 
nian, the Brother of Gratian, on the Weſtern Throne, 
when he received News, that the Theſaloni an, had re- 
belled againſt the Magiſtrates he had ſet over them, 
that they had ſpoken contemptuouſly of his ſupreme 
Authority, and ſtoned to death ſome of his inferior 
Officers. _ | r 305 (4 

Ax Inſolence ſuch as this was indeed ſufficient to ex- 
aſperate the mildeſt Nature ; but this Emperor ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſo far tranſported by it, as to make a ſo- 
lemn Vow for the general Deſtruction of the whole 
City. To perform which, he went at the Head of his 
Army to this happy Place: The Inhabitants repent- 
ing of their Fault, ſent Deputies to meet him, and im- 
| lore Forgiveneſs ; but the enraged Prince refuſed to 
ear them, and entered the City without ſuffering them 

to pay him thoſe Honours, which were his due ; and 

the ſixth Day after his Arrival, having ordained publick 

Shows to be exhibited in the great Threatre, a vaſt Con- 

courſe of People aſſembled themſelves to be Spectators. 

Then the Emperor looking round, and finding this a 

proper time to execute his Vow, ſuddenly left the Place, 

and ordered his Soldiers to put them all-to the Sword, 

Which was immediately performed, without the leaſt 

Diſtinction either of Sex or Age. ” 

His Rage thus fatiated, he paſſed thro' Milan in his 
Return to /aly ; and going to the Church of St. Bafil, 
to pay his Devotion to that Saint, was met by St. Am- 
broje, Biſhop of that City, who ordered the Doors to 
be ſhut againſt him, and reproached him for the Barba- 
rity he had uſed againſt one of the firſt Chriſtian Cities 
in the World ; telling him, his Crime was too great for 
him to hope ever to be admitted into the Temple of 
God, till he had done publick Penance. 

Taz Emperor was at firſt ſurprized at the Bold- 
neſs of St. Ambroſe; but it opend his Eyes at the 
ſame time, and obliged him to reflect on the Action 
NN py or? nil he 0 oY his 
Fault, made a publick Confeſſion of it at the foot of 

the Altar, and ſubmitted to the Penance impoſed on 
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2 the Biſnop. What cou'd be more * grear 


is Humility ? Mean Souls perſiſt -in the Defence 
of Injuries ; but thoſe that are truly heroick, whenever 
they have failed, through the Weakneſs of Humanity, 
make it their greateſt Glory to acknowledge, and do all 
in their Power to repair it. 

I nave always, ſaid Orophanes, confidered this Ac- 
tion as the moſt noble Part of Theodo/fius's Life, and that 
it merits everlaſting Praiſes. He ſeems to me more 
great after his Fault, than in his Innocence, becauſe it 
gave him an Opportunity of triumphing over that Va- 
nity ſo common to all Men, but particularly to thoſe in 
Authority. 

ST. Ambroſe, reſumed Urania, who was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Humour of that Prince, to prevent 
his falling into the like Error, obliged him to make a 
Law, whereby the Execution of Death ſhould be deler- 
red till thirty Days aſter the Sentence was given, to the 
end the Emperor might have time far Reflection, and 
to make Rage ſubmit to Clemency. 

Tuis Law was ſome Years after the Preſervation of 
the City and Inhabitants of Antioch; for they having 
rebelled againſt the Authority of the Emperor, and in 
the Inſolence of their Rage maſſacred all his Officers, 
and dragged through the Streets the Statue of the Em- 
preſs Placilla, whom he tenderly loved, he ſwore to 
puniſh them in the moſt unheard of manner; to invent 
new kinds of Tortures for the People, and to lay their 
City in Aſhes ; and for this purpoſe, went in perſon at 
the head of a puiſſant Army towards the Gates of this 
devoted City. | 
Bur being arrived within a few Hours Journey, an 
holy Hermit, called Macedonius, preſented himſelf before 
him, and having ſet forth the Mercies of God, whoſe 
Vicegerent he was on Earth, he told him, that his Cle- 
mency ought to be no leſs to thoſe beneath him. The 
Emperor liſtened to him, and remembring the Law St. 
Ambroſe had prevailed on him to make; he ſuſpended 
his March, and ſaid, It is indeed true, that it wou'd 
be hane and unjuſt in me to deſtroy the Images of 
God,.. or that of a Woman. And fortiſy ing tumfelf 

* 


* 
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in this Sentiment, within thirty Days of his Judgment, 
he retracted it, was appeaſed, and ſpared both the Ci- 
tizens and Inhabitants of Antioch. | | 
I eser, ſaid Felicia, that when a Perſon is 
reatly addicted to Anger or Rage, call it by which 
N you pleaſe, he ought to have the ſame Degree of 
Goodneſs with this Emperor, to be enabled to moderate 
it. Not but I muſt confeſs, the People both of 76% a- 

lonia and Antioch merited very ſevere Puniſhments, 

Tus greater was their Offence, reply d Julia, the 
greater Opportunity had Theodofius to exerciſe that hea- 
venly Attribute of forgiving : And if one may judge of 
this Emperor's Sentiments, when not — by 
Paſſion, I believe he often wiſhed, he had ſhewn no 
more Rigour to Theſſa/onia, than he afterwards did, 
— the Admonition of the Hermit, to the City of 
Antiach, 


Ay 4 wir | ane - — — os News that 
Sa waited, i is agreeable iety to repair 
' the” Hall, Boe: ks paſſed the Remainler of the 
Evening in Converſation ſomething more gay than the 
Entertainments of the Day had been. Love and Joy 
were now the Subject of their Diſcourſe ; and the Hours 
for Repoſe being arrived, they ſeparated, in the Hopes 
of paſſing the next Day in the ſame manner they had 
done the preceding ones. | f 


THE 


* 


SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


HE Hour for going into the Ladies Apart- 
ment was no ſooner arrived, than Eraſmus 
. __ that of 28 to entreat that 
ſhe wou'd en mpany to 
aft that Day with Finde, egg et. a 
diſpoſed that Night, and was not in a 
Condition to quit her Chamber. This News alarmed 
Urania, and ſhe told Era/mus, that ſhe was extremely 
ſorry that he had not ſent to wake her, to the end ſhe 
might have contributed, as much as was in her power, 
for the Eaſe of that dear Friend. But Eraſmus reply'd, 
that her Indiſpoſition was not conſiderable enough to 
ive her that Diſturbance ; and that it was only his own 
Tenderneſs, which ma fear the Air might be 
prejudicial to her, had ed a Promiſe from her not 
to go out of her Chamber that Day. 
R AN 14 highly approved the Care of this tender 
Huſband, and givitig him her hand to paſs to Ce/emena's 
Apartment, they met that Lady with the reſt of the 
Company coming towards them. | 
As. ſoon as this charming Society were informed 
of : Motive which with-held Flarinda, they ran to 
her. with an Impatience, that teſtified the Love and 


* 
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Eſteem they had for that deſerving Lady. Felicia be- 
ing attach'd to her, not only by Inclination, but by the 
neareſt Alliance, Era/mus being Brother to her dear 
Orophanes, had already prevented the Company; who . 
found her with Florinda, accompanied by Thelamont, 
Orophanes, and Alphonſo. | | 
HEN Florinda ſaw them enter ſhe wou'd have roſe 
from the Sofa, on which ſhe lay half reclined ; but 
Urania obliging her to continue in the Poſture ſhe was 
in. We come here, ſaid ſhe, only to engage you to 
take that Repoſe which is neceſſary for you; and to 
deſire your Apartment may ſerve us this Day inſtead of 
the Library, the Hall and the Garden. yay 

How great ſoever the Pleaſure is I feel, ſaid Florin- 
da, in having you always near me, I proteſt, I am v | 
much aſhamed, that Eraſmus has exacted his Proof of | 
your Complaiſance. Give Truce to your Apologies and 
Compliments, interrupted Orophanes, and ſince your In- 
diſpoſition is not violent enough to render our Preſence. 
incommodious ; and as we can follow here, as well as 
any where elſe, the Law we have eſtabliſhed, let us 
begin a Converſation more improving, and more con- 
formable to the Friendſhip among us. 

Wirn theſe Words, he took upon him to place the 
Company, as he knew wou'd be agreeable to their In- 
clinations, every Huſband by his Wife ; and when they 
were ſeated, began, by a gay Turn of Wit, to oblige 
them to baniſh that Sadneſs their Apprehenſions for 
Florinda had ſeized them with. | bY 

Warn he, had done ſpeaking, C:lemena willing to 


improve upq his Humour of Gallantry, after looking 
ſmiling roung, the Room, I find, ſaid ſhe, Orophanes 
takes the fa 


Conkderation for the abfent, as for the 
Wered none of the Company to take 
were not perſuaded, that whatever 

you ſay y ly approve the Order in which Oro- 

pbanes 


he Lovers of Are/iſe and Siſvbiang. 
4 1 5 , Wiru- 5 
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Sanſwered Thelamont, wou'd be a fine” 
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Wiruovr doubt I do, cry'd ſhe, and wiſh that &. 
cippe and Liſimond were here, to be Witneſſes of the 
3 nion that, reigns here, and to follow ſo rare 
an Example. There is no need of that, ſaid Florinda ; 
their own Honour and Love, and the Perfections of 
cheir beautiful Ladies, will oblige them to conform to 
it. But, continued ſhe, Alcippe is unknown to us; and 
tho“ I read in the Eyes of all the Company, that they 
believe with me, he is perfectly worthy of being dear 
to the beautiful Areliſe; methinks, we ought to be bet- 
ter acquainted with him. Flrinda is in the right, ad- 
ded Julia; and ſince Areliſe has recounted to us the Ad- 
ventures of S;/viana, it belongs to Silviana to make us 
know. thoſe of Areli/e. 

For my E ſaid Camilla, with her accuſtomed Vi- 
vacity, 1 ſhall not eafily excuſe being deprived of ſo 
much Pleaſure; and that I may enjoy it fully, mult 

make a kind of Contract with Si vin, that there may 
be no Abridgements in a Hiſtory which I fancy mult 
be entertaining in all its Particulars. They all laugh'd 
at this expreſſion. of the amiable Camilla; and Areliſe, 
willing to turn the Converſation, ſaid, there is nothing 
in my Life ſufficiently intereſting to be worthy of re- 
citing: All my Adventures being bounded in conſeſſing, 
that Aleippe is the Name of him made choice on by my 

Family, to be my Huſband. X 
Mx dear Areliſe, cry'd Silviana, you ought not to 
e. I ſhould. be more diſcreet than yourſelf; and 
tho* I know, that in the Recital defired of me, there is 
ing conſiderable enough to form a Hiſtory, ſuch as 

e beautiful Camilla withes to hear; yet I will not 

deny, but there are Paſſages, which, for their Singu- 
larity, are worthy of being recounted. And fince I 
have an Opportunity of revenging myſelf for the Repe- 
tition you made of my Weakneſs to this:Company, you 
muſt not imagine I ſhall neglect it. w.then, con- 
5 ſhe, Without giving the other me to reply, 
that, 
Tus Father 8 is called Am he is 
of the ancient llity, very rich, and every way 
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worthy of his Birth and Treaſures. He had no other 
Child than Areliſe, by a Marriage which he contracted 


with a Maid of Quality, who died ſoon after the Birth - 
of her Daughter. Armond, who wou'd never enter into 


a ſecond Engagement, gave all his Cares to the Educa- 
tion of this young Beauty ; following the cuſtom of 
thoſe of his Condition. He put her into a Convent 
for the firſt Years of her Life; not but he had a Siſter 
in whom he might have confided, Merina, being a La- 
dy of unſpotted Virtue, and diſtinguiſh'd Merit ; but 
ſhe was at that time at a great Diſtance from Paris, and 
he could not reſolve to ſend this Darling of his Heart 
ſo far from him. 

Sag was no ſooner arrived at thoſe Years, in which 
Reaſon begins to ſhew itſelf, than her Inclination began 
to turn entirely on the Study of the Sciences ; in which 
ſhe made a —_—_ very ſurprizing for one of her Sex. 
We all are ſenſible, Knowledge is not to be acquired 
amidſt the Noiſe and Hurry of the World ; and the 
great Deſire Areliſe had to become a perfect Miſtreſs of 
all ſhe had, what they call, a ſmattering of, made her 
extremely pleaſed with a Retirement, which ſo much 
favour'd her Acquiſition. Her Father made her the 
Offer of removing ſeveral times, but in vain ; and he 
ben to fear, ſhe was too much in love with Solitude 
to be prevailed with to quit it at all. Merina was now 
return'd to Paris, was a Widow, and entirely Miſtreſs 
of herſelf. She. deſired nothing more than to have the 
young Areliſe with her ; but ſhe ſtill preferr'd her dar- 

ing Cloiſter, to all the Enjoyments of Life. This 
made all her Friends imagine that ſhe was one of thoſe, 
who we may call Enthuſiaſts; and who ſuppoſe there 
is no Security for a better Life, but by going through 
the molt ſevere Mortification and Self-denial in this. 

Bor Areliſe being in her fifteenth Year, and aſſurin 
them, ſhe had no Inclination for a religious Life, an 
only deſired to ſtay in the Convent till the had attained 
a more perfect Knowledge of what ſhe had been learn- 
ing, they conſented to it. | 
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MERINA viſited her often, and I accompanied her 
wherever ſhe went, having been bred under the care of 
that Lady from the Death of my Mother, which bap- 
pened in my Infancy. Areliſe was pleaſed to think, I 
ad ſomething in me worthy of her Friendſhip, and I 
conceived the moſt tender one for her ; which, far from 
diminiſhing by any of thoſe little piques, that often 
happen between Perſons of our Age and Sex, grew the 
more confirmed, the longer we were ac . and [ 
regretted nothing, but that her Paſſion for Study wou'd 
not permit me to enjoy, ſo often as I deſired, the Hap- 
pineſs of her Company. 
© ARMOND looked upon her with the extremeſt Plea- 
ſure She was his only Child, young, rich, beau- 
tiful, and learned, and in every thing ſuch as might 
make him hope, ſhe wou'd add Honour to his Family, 
by an illuſtrious Match. 
Tusss Sentiments made him reſolve to chuſe a Huſ- 
band for her. There were already many who ſeemed 
- ambitious of that Title; her Birth, Beauty, Wealth, 
and the Fame of her Perfections, attracted every Day 
ſome new Pretender. Armond liſtned to their Offers; 
but the ancient Friendſhip between him and a Gentle- 
man named Ce/ion, influenced him beyond all that cou'd 
be faid to him in favour of any other. 
CELION was of a Condition equal to his own, and 
bad only one Son, who, after having received ſuch Edu- 
cation, as young Noblemen ordinarily have, was gone 
on his Travet. Armond knew, that the young Ce/ion 
had in his Perſon and Mind, all the Requiſites to pleaſe ; 
he therefore heſitated not long, but without any Cere- 
mony, diſcovered his Deſign to his old Friend ; who, 
Charmed with the Thought of uniting his Family with 
that of a Perſon ſo dear to him, accepted his Propoſal 
with an Infinity of Joy ; and that moment wrote to his 
Son, to put an end to his Travels, and haſten home to 
xeceive a Wife from his hand, who had all the Perfec- 
tions of her Sex. 
Tux Affair was no ſooner agreed between them, 
than mond went to the Convent, and declared to 
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Areliſe what he had done for her, and withal told 
her, ſhe muſt now leave the Convent, to accuſtom 
herſelf a little to the Air and Behaviour of the great 
World. 

ARELISE, who, tho' ſhe wanted not Vivacity, had 
from her moſt tender Years an incomparable Solidity of 
Judgment, cou'd not think, without pain, on being 
married to a Man, whoſe Perſon and Character were 
unknown to her. She looked on a Hymen, who preſented 
himſelf to her in that faſhion, only as the Fore-runner 
of innumerable IIls: And after having pauſed a while, 
told her Father, that ſhe was ready to obey his Com- 
mands, in quitting the Convent, or any thing elſe in 
her power ;- but intreated, he wou'd not be too haſty in 
diſpoſing of her for ever — She ſaid, it was neceſ- 
ſary to know, if the Perſon he had made choice of, 
might think her worthy his Affections, and that ſhe 
might be able to gueſs, whether there was any thing of 
that Sympathy between them, which can only unite 
Hearts : And then painted out to him, in the moſt livel 
Colours, the unhappy State of two Perſons whoſe H 
are joined only by the Will of their Parents, and have 
for each other no more than a cold Indifference. 

ARMOND was charm'd with her good Reaſoning ; 
but as he thought young Celion was worthy of every 
thing, he did not ſeem much to reliſh the Scruples ſhe 
raiſed concerning him; and having told her, that his 
Word was paſs d, and that ſhe muſt expect he wou'd 
perform it, as ſoon as Celion ſhou'd arrive, quitted her, 


with a Command to prepare for her Departure from the 
Convent the next Day. 


In fine, Merina, to whom Armond had communicated 
his Intentions, went the following day to the Convent, 
and brought her to her own Houſe, where ſhe was to 
remain till her Marriage. 

I wiLL not go about to expreſs the pleaſure we had 
in being together, nor the Praiſes her Wit and Beauty 
exacted from as many as ſaw her; the Knowledge you 
have of the perfect Friendſhip between us will ſufficiently 
inform you of the one, E will ſpare her Modeſty on 
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the other Article ; deſigning to be more free with it in 
things of greater Importance. Old Celion was inchant- 
ed with her Perſon and Behaviour, and made love for 
his Son, in ſo agreeable a manner, that I, a thouſand 
times, have been ſurprized at the ill Honour Areliſe al- 
ways 1 in, when he entertained her on that Sub- 
ject: But ſhe had taken ſo ſtrong an Averſion to this 
Eogagement that it threw her into a Melancholy, 
which made us tremble for her Health. 

MERINA, who had never ſeen the young Celion, 
cou'd not intirely blame the Fears of Areliſe for find- 
ing him not amiable. However, ſhe laboured all ſhe 
cou'd to conquer this Repugnance in her, but in vain. 
. Areliſe diſcovered to me all her Sentunents, and in- 
ceſſantly entertained me with the Grief ſhe was in, on 
reflecting that ſhe muſt paſs all at once from a Life hap- 
py and tranquil, into the Arms of a Man ſhe knew not, 
__ _ ve, and, perhaps, might be as little be- 
lov . 

WriLE ſhe was taken up with theſe exing Ideas, 
old Celion received an Anſwer from his Son; in which 
he told him, he wou'd prepare to obey him ; but that 
the Marriage he had mentioned, in his Opinion, de- 
manded more ſerious Reflections and that he hoped, 
he wou'd not make uſe of his Authority, to inforce his 
Inclinations in a Matter of ſuch moment. 

Tuis Letter was not communicated but to the Fa- 
ther of Areliſe and Merina ; the latter, however, think- 
ing it'wou'd alleviate her Afflictions to hear the Mar- 
riage might not be ſoon ſolemnized, as ſhe had feared, 
by reaſon young Ce/ion teſtified as little Impatience for 
it as herſelf, made no Secret of it to her. 
 ARELISE was, indeed, extremely pleaſed at this 
News ; but at the ſame time conceived a greater Aver- 
fion then ever for her intended Spouſe : She imagined, 
that he had ſomewhere ſeen her, before he went to tra- 
vel, and that it was his diſlike of her Perſon, rather 
than this Indifference for Marriage in general, that had 
made him expreſs himſelf in that manner; and this 
Thought gave ſo poignant an Alarm to her Pride, > 
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he reſolved to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to breaſt 
this Engagement before his Arrival. 

Some Days after this Letter, an Affair of very great 
Importance, relating to Merina's Eſtate, obliged her to 

twenty Leagues from Paris. As ſhe cou'd not diſ- 

ſe with this Journey, ſhe defired Amond to permit 

is 7 to accompany her, as Cælion cou'd not be 

expected till after the time ſhe propoſed to ſtay in the 

Country ; telling him, ſhe h , the Diverſions ſhe 

wou'd find in that Place, wou'd reſtore her Health, al- 

leviate her Sadneſs, and perhaps render her more ſub- 
miſſive to his Will at her Return. 

ARMOND, to whom the Melancholy of his Daugh- 
ter began to be a little diſpleaſing, and who was retol- 
ved not to change his Reſolution as to her Marriage, 
conſented to the Requeſt of his Siſter; and we all three 
left Pari: in a Situation of Mind perfectly — rs ; 
Areliſe, becauſe ſhe ſhou'd now be eaſed of Vexa- 
tion it gave her to hear the Name of C:/ior; myſelf, 
becauſe the Change of Place, and "_— of Compan 
was conformable to my Humour ; and Merina, beca 
of the Pleaſure ſhe procured us. | 

Tre News of her Arrival at her Country-Seat was 
no ſooner ſpread abroad, than all the neighbouring No- 
bility and Country came to viſit her: Among the Num- 
ber of the latter, was a Gentleman, whom ſhe had 
known a long time, and greatly eſteemed. He had a 
Son lately returned from the Army, whom he preſented 
to us, anda Friend of his, named Alcippe, of whom he 
gave the higheſt Character. | 

Bur there needed not much Eloquence to perſuade 
us of his Merit; Alcippe is one of thoſe Perſons, who 
at firſt ſight prejudice the Heart with a ſecret Eſteem : 
There is ſomewhat in his Face, his Shape, and Air; 
which is not to be deſcribed ; and tho* he has the 
fineſt Features, the beſt-turn'd Limbs, and moſt grace - 
ful Mien, that out of this Aſſembly was ever ſeen, yet 
his Behaviour is more ſtriking then them all. With 
all this, he is extremely learned, without affecting to 
appear ſo— has a ſparkling Genius, and a manner of 
G 3 Addreſs, 
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Addreſs, which engages your Attention to what he is 
about to ſay, before he utters it. | 

Tx1s Alcippe, ſuch as I have painted him, attracted 
all our Eyes 1 was charmed with him 
As for Areliſe, ſhe was unable, while he was in the 
Room, to look on any other Object her Heart 
at once confeſs'd his Power of pleaſing, and more 
rebellious than ever againſt the Inclination her Father 
wiſh'd ſhe ſhou'd be inſpired with. | But if the beau- 
tiful Areliſe was ſo ſenſible of the Merit of Alcippe, Al- 
cippe was no leſs ſtruck with the Charms of Aveli/e. 
Her. Beauty ſurprized him, her Wit turned him 
all to Admiration; and three Hours Converſation ſer- 
ved to'fix in his mind the moſt violent Paſſion that ever 
was. As I was intirely free from any Agitations of 


my own at that time, I had leiſure to obſerve theirs, 


and was immediately Miſtreſs of the Secrets of both 
their Hearts, | | 

Tx1s Viſit was followed by ſeveral others on the part 
of Alcippe, who having been once introduced, did not 
always wait for his Friend, to give himſelf the Satiſ- 
faction of comming to our Houſe, Merina, as well for 
bis own Merit, as for having been recommended by the 
old 'Gentleman, always received him with the greateſt 
Marks of Civility and Eſteem. However, tho' the Paſ- 
non of Alcippe was as great as cou'd be conceived by any 
Heart, he ſorbore giving any Teſtimonies of it but by 
his Eyes: And when I preſſed Areliſe to let me know 
her Sentiments concerning this 12 ſe 
only ſaid, I wiſh the Perſon they wou'd have me marry 
had the ſame Merit. Nor cou'd I ever draw any far- 
ther Conſeſſion from her Mouth. 

ME RINMAS Affairs detained her longer then ſhe had 
expected; we had already paſs'd a Month there, and 
they were not terminated. Areliſe rejoiced at this De- 
lay; and the Diverſion I took in beholding theſe 
Lovers, who, in ſpite of themſelves, diſcovered every 
moment a mutual Flame, hindered me from being 
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Tus r were now become intimate Acquaintance, not 
a day paſs'd without his entertaining us either at home, 
or in a fine Walk near the Houſe; they found every 
moment ſome new Charm to encreaſe the Paſſion they 
had for each other ; and yet all this without ſpeakin 
one Word, but ſuch as Perfons the leaſt intereſted wou'd 
have uttered. | | 
As Areliſe has ſince confeſs'd, ſhe was not a little per- 
lexed, that ſhe knew no more of this Charmer of her 
oul, than that he was a Man of Condition ; and won- 
dered, that in all the Diſcourſe he entertained her with, 
he never mention'd one Word of his Family. But my 
Curioſity was more alert, tho* my Concern was leſs; 
and one day being alone with the old Gentleman, who 
had firft brought him acquainted with us, I entreated 
him to inform me of all he knew of Alcippe. 
| Mapan, anſwered he, the Secrets of our Friends are 
no of our Property: Nor can we diſpoſe of them 
without a Crime. Forgive me therefore, that I declare 
not that of Alcippe all that is permitted me to re- 
veal is, that he is a Man of Quality, that he is with-- 
me, unknown to his Family, who imagine him at a 
much greater diſtance An Affair of the utmoſt 
Importance to him, compels him to behave in this 
manner; and as I am intimate with his Father, I ſhall 
very ſhortly take a Journey to Paris, in order to prepare 
the way for the py Reception of Mlcippe. 
Tuts Diſcourſe, inſtead of ſatisfying, made me yet 


more unquiet ; I cou'd not imagine what Intrigue, diſ- 


agreeable to the Family of Alcippe, ſhou'd make him 
ſtand in need of a Mediator, and cou'd think on no- 
thing, but that he was privately married to a Perſon he 
cou'd not hope they wou'd approve I trembled 
now for Areliſe, yet cou'd not avoid communicating. m 

Suſpicions to her. She was greatly aſtoniſh'd, and a vi- 


| fible Trouble over-ſpread her Face, while I was talkin 


to her; I know not, how far this might have oblig 

her to own her ſecret Inclinations to me, had not an 
Accident, then undream'd of, render'd. that Confidence 
atneceflary.. N 
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Tux next day after we had this Converſation, Alcippe 
came to viſit us as uſual, and finding nobody in the 
Parlour, but Areliſe and myſelf, he threw himſelf, the 
moment of his Entrance, at the Feet of Are/i/e ; and 
looking on her with an Air of mingled Tenderneſs and 
Deſpair, Merina, ſaid he, has juſt now told me News, 
which is the Sentence of my Death They wou'd 
marry you, Oh beautiful Are/i/e / and the unfortunate 
— muſt never ſee you in the fineſt City in the 
World, but in the Arms of a Huſband. 

Fon, in fine, continued he, without giving her time 
to interrupt him, I can no longer conceal from you, 
that I adore you; and fince in loling you, I am aſſured 
I loſe my Life, I cannot leave the World without 
letting you know the Paſſion you have inſpired me 
with- | 

ARELISE was ſo much ſurprized at this Declara- 

tion, that ſhe had not power to reply to it for a conſi - 
derable time; but at length recollecting herſelf, Since, 
faid ſhe, you have been told of the Engagements I am 
under, you ought to have ſpar d a Confeſſion, which I 
can look on as no other than as a double Affront 
My Virgin-ſtate demands a Behaviour more reſpectful 
and leſs preſuming ; and the State, which you fay I am 
about to enter into, ſhou'd, methinks, have obliged you 
to an eternal Silence. | 

I EXPECTED a no leſs cruel Anſwer, reſumed Alcippe, 
with an Agony which no falſe Love cou'd counterfeit : 
I came not hither in the hope you wou'd approve m 
Flame, which, but for the dreadful Shock it has j 
now received from the Mouth of Merina, ſhould not 
have been reveal'd to you, but by thoſe who have the 
Power of diſpoſing you ut in the certainty of 

loſing you, nothing is left for me to wiſh or fear ; and 
— 0 Favour I implore, is Permiſſion to die at your 
eet . 


Love, Grief, and Confuſion, were ſo truly imprint- 
ed on his Face, and he appeared ſo full of C 


in this pity- moving State, that Are/i/e muſt have been 
— prepoſleſſ:d than 


ſhe was in his favour, not 
ro 
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to be touch'd with what he ſaid. Alas! faid ſhe; you 
are not unhappy alone, I follow not the dictates of my 
Duty, but with the moſt painful Reluctance 
F know not him who is deſtin'd to be my Huſband, I 
have never ſeen him, and Love has not the leaſt part in 
my — — | | 

Ou Heaven! cry'd Alcippe, what a Conformity there 
is between our Fates! I am not here, but to avoid en- 
tering into an Engagement my Father has formed for 
me, without conſulting my Heart I never ſaw 
the Lady they wou'd have me marry ; I have not yet 
ſo much as her Name—_——-—nor was it the 
Impreſſion of any other Charms, which rendered this 
Union diſagreeable I lived without any Attach- 
ment till I ſaw your Beauties, but the ſole Regret I 
found in myſelf, to paſs my whole Life with a Perſon 
wholly unknown to me, till the moment I was to give 
my Hand — But now, continued he, now judge 
how odious muſt be thoſe Apprehenſions, when I have 
ſeen, convers'd, and fill'd my Heart with the moſt ado- 
rable Object in the World No, added he with: 
Tranſport, no, Celion, never hope, that your Son, una» 
ble to poſſeſs the. incomparable Areliſe, will ever give: 
himſelf to another. 

Goop God! cry'd we both out at the ſame time, 


What ſay you, Alcippe ? What ! added Areliſe, with an- 


Aſtoniſnment which nothing cou'd equal, is Alcippe the 

Son of Celion ? 

Ves, Madam, reply'd he, with a trembling Voice, 
not knowing. to what Cauſe to attribute our Surprize, 
is Celion of your Acquaintance? Ah! my dear Alcip- 
pe, reſumed the, giving him her Hand, I can now, 
2 confeſs tis only you I can be made 
to love. 

Tusa Words, ſo little expected, and ſo full of 
® Tenderneſs, made the tranſported Alcippe immediat ely 
conceive the Truth: And kiſſing a thouſand times 
the Hand ſhe had ſtretched out to him, Can it be poſ- 
fible, my —_— Areliſe, ſaid he, that you are the 
Object, I believed ſo rr to my Wiſhes ?. And 
5 n 
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- am I the happy Man, to whom they wou'd ſaeriſice 


you ? | 
ARELISE was too much taken up with: Joy and 
Wonder to be able to ſpeak; and I was obliged to 
inform of all I have been recounting to you. 
He afterwards told us, that he had no ſooner received 
the Letter from his Father, than he took Poſt, and 
came directly to the Houſe of that Gentleman, with 
whom we ſaw him firſt, in hope that old Friend might 
vail on Celion not to precipitate a Marriage, for 


which he had not the leaſt Inclination, and to 


permit 


him to live without any Engagement of that kind, 


till Love, and the Character of the Perſon he 
_— had given the neceſſary Preparations 
eart 


ſhou'd 
to his 


ALCIPPE finiſh'd his Recital juſt as Merine entered 
the Room with the Gentleman he had been ſpeaking 
of. The Situation they found us in, extremely ſurpri- 


zed them; Areliſe, who at this Accident cou 


ſtrain Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs from falling 


her Eyes, had a Handkerchief before her Face. 


not re- 
from 
Alcippe 


was embracing her Knees, and kiſſing her Hands, with 


all the Demouſtrations of an unutterable and 
derate Extaſy ; myſelf, with the Remains of a 


unmo- 
leaſed 


Aſtoniſhment on my Face, a filent Witneſs of their 
mutual Tranſports. This Scene * appeared ſo 
t 


ſtrange to both the Spectaton, that 


y ſtood for ſome 


moments contemplating it without ſpeaking; at laſt, 
Siluiana / faid Merina to me, what has happened? The 
moſt unexpected and moſt charming of all the Ad ven- 


tures in the World, Madam, anſwer d I. Theſe 


Words 


making — i and Areliſ' turn their Eyes that way, 


they both ro 
Alcippe ran like a Man quite beſide himſelf to his 


& ſuddenly from the poſture they were in. 


Friend, 


and caught him in his Arms, where he held him in the 
moſt ſtrenuous Embrace, without having the power of 
uttering one Word; tho' none that ever liv'd expreſſed 
himſelf with more eaſe, or a better Grace, on any other 
occafion. And Areliſe withdrew to the Cloſet, to con- 
ceal the Emotions with which ſhe was apitated-: So = 

re 


» 
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e 
there remained only myſelf to explain to Merina the 
Motives of what ſhe ſaw. | 

I cave her as exact an Account as was poſſible in a 
few Words, being willing to put an end to the Pain an 
unſatisfy'd Curioſity muſt give her; and alſo to leave 
to the Lovers the Pleaſure of acquainting her with the 
Particulars. Never was a Joy more perfect and ſincere, 
than what this virtuous y felt at being informed 
of this Adventure. She embraced Alcippe a thouſand 
times, and as often bleſſed the moment in which ſhe 
came into the Country. The old Gentleman was no- 
leſs charmed, and congratulated his Friend in terms, 
which teſtified how dear his Happineſs was to him: Af- 
ter this, we ran all together to the Cabinet of Areliſe, 
who cou'd not ſee us without being covered with Bluſh- 
es ; but the pg, Merina having convinced her of the 
Contentment this Diſcovery had given her, nothing now 
was talked of, but the unforeſeen ways by which Provi- 
dence conducts to Happineſs, thoſe whom it vouthſafes 
to favour. 

MERINA wrote immediately to her Brother, and 
incloſed a Letter Alcippe wrote to him, and another to 
Celion: And you may judge of the Satisfaction theſe” 
two Friends felt, in having every thing fall out ſo much- 
to their wiſh, Merina, who wou'd not be the Cauſe of 
delaying Nuptials ſo much long'd for by all Parties, left 
the care of her Affairs to a Friend, and ſet out with us 
for Paris, where we arrived with Sentiments very diffe- 
rent from thoſe with which we bad left it. | 

Oux Lovers, equally charmed one with the other, 
and growing every day more dear, waited for the Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Rites, which ſhou'd unite them ſor 
ever, with a viſible Impatience on one fide, and per- 
haps a ſecret Propenſity on the other; when the Fa- 
ther of Areliſe was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever, which 
_ deprived her of him in three days. His Death gave 

a fad Interval to their Delights and Expectations: 
Not all the Paſſion Areliſe was poſſeſſed of, cou'd 
tranſport her to violate the Decorum ſhe owed: to the 
Memory of ſo dear a Parent; and ſhe told Alcippe, he 


muſt 
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muſt not hope, ſhe wou'd fulfil her Engagement with 
Dim, till the fall time of her A expired: 
And tho' he looked on this Delay as the ſevereſt Morti- 
fication cou'd have befallen him, he was too ſubmiſſive 
not to conform to it. This Year has ſerved to make 
them know each other yet better; and to cement their 
Hearts more firmly by the Conſtancy, the Aſſiduity and 
the Tenderneſs of both their Behaviours. It has now 
deen expired three Weeks; but Merina being abſent, 
Acippe and Lifimond are gone to her, in order to entreat 
ker Return, and to prevail on her, that both the Nup- 
tials may be celebrated the ſame Day. 


SILYTAN 4 having ceaſed ſpeaking, all the Com- 
pany manifeſted the pleaſure they took in the Recital 
had given them. Urania, and her Friends, tenderly 
embraced Areliſe, and congratulated her on her ap- 
proaching Felicity; and that beautiful Lady, in return- 
ing their Careſſes, loſt the Confuſion ſhe had been in 
during the Difcourſe of Si/viana. We ſhou'd have been 
extremely ſorry, ſaid Thelamont, to have been deprived 
of the Pleaſure this little Hiſtory has afforded us; and 
the Intereſt Urania and all of us take in what concerns 
you, deſerves this Mark of your Confidence. 

F ASSURE you, anſwer'd ſhe ſmiling, I intended to 
have defired Celemena to inform you of all this after my 
Departure; tho* I cou'd not reſolve to conſent to it, 
while I was preſent ; and Si/viana has been guilty of a 
kind of Treaſon to me in doing it, which 1 ſhall not 
very eaſily forgive. a 

We muſt all take her part againſt you, ſaid Or/ames, 
having only done it in comphance with our Requeſt, 
and to augment that perfet Eſteem you have inſpired 
us with. The N of Alcippe, interrupted Camil- 

la, is very ſingular and delightful; and I cou'd' not help 
wiſhing it might happen fo, all the time S:i/viana was 


— 8, with your dear Alpbonſina, anſwer'd Florinda,. 
was not leſs intereſting ; and I am perſuaded, that of 
Alcippe brought it into your Mind more than once. No- 

| | thirg 
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thing is more certain, added Eraſmus, the Looks ther 
caſt on one another, while Sil viana was relating that 

of the Story, leave us no room to doubt it. 

Tuis Raillery was for ſome time the Subject of their 
Converſation, till being told Dinner was ready, Urania 
ordered it ſhou'd be brought into Florinda's Apartment, 
As this amiable Society never entertained each other 
with any Diſcourſe, but on general matters before the 
Servants, the Table was no ſooner taken away, than 
Celemena began to ſpeak in this manner, 

Tuo' I were enjoined Silence as a Penance, ſaid ſhe, 
I cou'd not keep myſelf from praiſing the faſhion in 
which we live here, nor from remarking to Si/viana 
and Areliſe one thing, which. is to me the moſt agreea- 
ble of all. It.is, continued. ſhe, that every thing reci- 
ted here is accompanied with the Charms of Novelty ; 
and tho* one has heard the ſame Stories never ſo often, 
they are told in ſuch a manner, as to perſuade one that 
one knew nothing of them before. 

NoT#ixG can be a greater Compliment to us than 
this Remark, reply'd. Urania ;. and. we ought. to think. 
ourſelves very happy, if in the time you have honoured 
us with your Preſence, you have found no reaſon to re- 
pent your Goodneſs. 5 
As for my part, ſaid Camilla with the moſt. charming, 
Sprightlineſs, I am not among the number of thoſe to 
whom this praiſe is addreſſed. I liſten with pleaſure 
to all I hear ſaid, and endeavour to improve by it; but 
freely confeſs, I have not a Fund of Reading ſufficient 
to enable me to be one of the Speakers. | | 

Gxzar Reading, anſwered Alphonſo, does not always 
furniſh out Diſcourſes, ſuch as Celemena means. I be- 
lieve, a Man who contents himſelf with reporting Facts 
juſt as he has found them, will give but a dull Enter- 
tainment to his Hearers.; and if they {well to any length, 
rather fatigue than pleaſe. 

Tuts is a. Truth, which, every day gives us ſome. 
experience of, ſaid The/amont ; it is not by the much. 
Reading, but the good uſe of it, that we can render 
u either profitable to ourſelves, or agreeable to —_ 
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All Men, who apply themſelves to Study, and hope to 
draw any advantage from their Labours, ſhou'd make 
choice of the beſt Authors, read them with Attention, 
and many times over; then reflect and meditate on 
what they have read; and when they have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole, range each diſſrrent Sub- 
ject apart in the Memory, to avoid the Confuſion of 
mingled Ideas. This Method, with the help of a good 
Gemus, for without that nothing can ſucceed, will 
without all queſtion, render every thing they ſay, or 
write, capable of doing Service to the World, and Ho- 
nour to themſelves. 

A Good Painter fetches his Colours from every Quar- 
ter of the World ; he grinds them fine; he firſt ſepa- 
rates, then mingles them ; gives them the Shadows 
| Proper to $ the ſubjeft he has form'd in his Idea; 

and then takes his Pencil, and falls to work. Art is fo 
well ſeconded by his happy Genius, that he paints the 
very Mind and Sentiments, as well as Features ; gives a 
Soul to every Figure; and makes the Piece fo live! 
11 it becomes the Admiration of all 


Tas thus a Man of Wit ſhou'd do with Matters on 
which he wou'd ſpeak, or write. Reading ſhou'd fur- 
niſh him with Subject, Education with Words, and In- 
vention with an agreeable Variety; and even the Pa. 
fons muſt not be left out, becauſe they ſerve to illuſtrate 
and give a force and energy to his Diſcourſe. 

Sour People imagine, that to repeat what has been 
well faid by another, is ſufficient to pleaſe ; and fo it 
is to thoſe unacquainted with it before ; but to others, 
he will appear no better than a Plagiary———- It is the 
Art of giving a different 'Turn to the ſame Story, add- 
ing ſuch Particulars, as may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have happened, and diminiſhing ſuch as ſerve neither 
to amuſe, nor inſtruft——and diverſifying the Manner, 
tho" ſtill adhering ſtrictly to the Truth, Nat muſt make 
one liſten with any pleaſure or attention, to an Adven- 
ture one has alrcady been acquainted with. 
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Ek thing has been treated on, but the diff 
ways of treating the ſame Subject are exbauſtleſs. * 
Man who makes the right uſe of his Reading, will 
improve on every thing; form new Maxims and Pre- 
cepts on the Maxims and Precepts of others; and by 
ingrafting his own Cions on the Trees of the Ancients, 
ive the Field of Learning a new and more beautiful 
Profpet ; whence he, at any time, may gather Orna- 
ments for his Difcourſe. cant 7 
This Inſtruction, faid Or/ames, is as uſeful as 
ble, eſpecially from the Mouth of a Perſon whoſe own 
Converſation is a Proof of what he ſays, Tis true, 
added Eraſmus, that if every one read in the manner 
Thelamont directs, the Mind wou'd be more embelliſhed, 
the Memory leſs charged, and the Productions more a- 
able. Tis eaſy to fee, interrupted Julia, that The- 
has praftiſed himſelf, this admirable Leſſon he 
gives to others. | | 1 5 
OROPHANES finding they were preparing to make 
the 2 Fans of his — * — —— hin- 
dered Julia from proceeding, by telli ompany, 
that ſince they cou'd not — . at leaſt not 
to deny themſelves the Proſpect of the Terraſs, fince 
that Apartment had the full Command of it; and Fe- 
rinda had aſſured them, it wou'd be no way incommos 
dious to her. On which they opened the Doors of a 
large Balcony that overlook'd the Gardens and the Ri- 
ver beyond them : At the ſight of this laſt Object, Ca- 
milla cry'd out with a more than ordinary Vivacity, I 
cannot comprehend, why that Element, that is ſo vaſt; 
ſo rich, and fo formiable, has not its Monarchs as well 
as the Land; and why Men have not endeavoured to 
appropriate the Seas, as they do the Kingdoms and 80. 
vereignties. - 9:1 [17454 
Tuts Reflettion of Camilia's made all the Com- 
pany laugh, but A/phonſo, who very well knew, 
that his amiable Spouſe had not made it without de- 
ſign, The Sea, anſwered he, is common to all Men's 
the Art of Navigation havin you birth to Com- 
merce, by the means of which everal Kingdoms and 
Republicks, the leaſt conſiderable in their Origins, 
have 
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become, in proceſs of time, enough to cope 
With the moſt opulent Monarchs, an — over- 

come them. In fine, my dear Camilla, to anſwer to 
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your Queſtion, one muſt ſay, the Empire of the Sea 
always appertains to the moſt powerful on that Ele- 
ment. 

Ir is true, ſaid Thelamont, that maritime Forces are 
the beſt Security of a State; and whoever is Maſter of 
the Sea may, without much difficulty, become ſo of 
the Land. Ie 13 therefore neceſſary for Sovereign Prin- 
ees to keep up a naval Strength, ſufficient to deter their 
Enemies from a too near Approach. Ambition too, as 
well as Safety, methinks, ſhou'd prompt all Monarchs 
to te their Power this way : great thin 
may be brought about by a powerfub Fleet,. very early. 
Experience informs us. We need but look back, and 
ſee to what a height of Grandeur the Greeks arrived, 
merely by the help of their Marines. | 
Bronx them, added hanes,, the Mriant, the 
Indians, the Perfians, and the Egyptians attributed to 
themſelves the ire of the Sea ; and fince, the Car- 
thaginians, the Romans, and ſeveral leſſer States. 

Yes, reſumed 7helamont, all theſe People have pre- 
tended to appropriate this Sovereignty, according as 
4 | they found themſelves more ftrong. by Sea than their 
| Neighbours. But I think the Greeks boaſt of a Title 

more authentick, tho' leſs eſſential, which is the Right 

of Inheritance and Elderſhip. They ſay that Neptune, 

a Grecian, furſt invented the Art of Navigation; and 

that King Saturn, his Father, gave him the Command 

of his naval Forces, in which Poſt he acquitted himſelf 
with ſuch Glory, that Poſterity built Temples to his 

Name, erected Altars, and ſacrificed. to him, ing 

him as the God of the Sea; and that Minos, his Ne- 
- Phew, the Son of Jupiter, who was the Brother of Nep- 
tune, by. right of Succeſſion, as well as by the great 
things he did, after him was in poſſeſſion of the Sove- 
reignty. 
 _Howsver that be, it is certain, that the Syri- 

«nr, the Egyptians, the Rhodians, thoſe of Cyprus, — 
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of Pheenicia, have paſſed for the moſt valiant; and mol 
experienced in the Art of Navigation; they extended 
their Commerce into the fartheſt of Afia, and into 
Africk and E ws where they eſtabliſhed Colonies, and 
founded great Cities; ſome of which are remaining to 
this day. As to what regards the Greeks, it is proved 
by Thucydides and Libanius, that the Corinthians were 
the firſt among them that had Veſſels fit for War ; that 
Aminocles of Corinth built four for the Samians, and 
that the firſt Naval Fight in the Grecian Seas, was be- 
twixt thoſe of Samos and the Corcyrians. But that which 
may convince us, how weak they were on the Sea, m 
their beginning to cultivate the Art of Navigation, 1s, 
that when the Athenians gave battle to the Aginetes, 
they cou'd ſend out no more than fifty Gallies, of three 
Oars a-piece; and that this Republick had then no 
other Port but that of Phalerum, which was very ſmall; 
and every way incommodious for the coming in or out 
of Ships. 

Ir was perhaps from this little Port, interrupted 
Eraſmus, that Theſeus went to Crete, in order to ſatisfy 
the Revenge that Mines had vowed for the Death of his 
Son Androgeus. | E 

Ann it was here alſo, reſumed Thelamont, that Me- 
neſthenes ſpread his Sails to conduct the Grecian Army 
againſt Trey, that famous War ſo much boaſted of and 
illuſtrated by the Poets. But in fine, the Forces of the 
Athenians by Sea, their Ports, their Arſenals, were 
then of little conſideration ; nor become of much more 
till the time of Themiſlocles, who, expecting the Re- 
turn of the Perfians, their implacable Enemies, 
ſuaded them to deſtroy the Pirea ; which was-a Place 
of no other uſe than for the Publick Council. to aſ- 
ſemble in, and convert it into a large Port, which 
1 contain a great number of Veſlels, with Arſe: 

at hand, furniſhed with every thing neceſſary to 
equip them for any Expedition. This Propoſal being 


readily aſſented to, this great Themiſfocles, for the 
better Succeſs of his Deſign, engaged the Athenians 
to make all Strangers free, and to give the gs 
< vileges 
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vileges 28 Inhabitants enjoyed, to all thoſe who 
aided the er with _ Labour or 'their Sub- 
ſtance, for the advancing bringing to perfection this 
uſeful Undertaking. | 
Tx1s Decree was no ſooner made publick, than a 
vaſt Concourſe of People flock'd to Athens from all 
Parts; ſome of which contributed their Money, and 
many more-their Labour : So that what with the great 
number of Hands, and the Encouragement given to the 
Workmen, the Affair went on fo well, that in ſpite of 
the Jealouſy which the Proſperity of Aubens inſpired her 
Neighbours with, and the Enemies of Themiſtoc/es in 
ticular; he obtained, much ſooner than cou'd have 
n expected, the compleating what he had projected: 
He alſo converted a waſte Place into another Port, 
which he called Munichea, and put every thing into 
ſuch a Condition, that the Republick of Athens en- 
creaſed every day in Power and Reputation. The num- 
ber of her Inhabitants were enlarged ; her Cities ag- 
grandized; her Treaſury filled; and a continual Flow 
of Wealth poured in upon her by her Commerce ; for 
the Convenience of which, ſhe had now three fine 
Ports, the Phalerum, the Pirea, and the Munichea. 
_ THEMISTOCLES alfo propoſed to purchaſe an hun- 
dred G to join thoſe already in the Harbours, 
and to build twenty more every Year, to the end the 
naval Forces of the Republick might be inſenſibly 
augmented, and to oblige the Athenian Youth to learn 
the Exerciſe of the Sea; which, he ſaid, was the only 
certain means to render a State rich and powerful by 
Commerce. In fine, he raiſed this City to ſuch a 
pitch of Fame, that it was enough to be born in 
Athens, to be imagined poſſeſſed of every ſhining or 
uſeful Quality. The Lacedemonians gave an Inſtance 
of this, when having loſt the Empire of the Sea, 
_ Choſe Ariſtides, a baniſh'd Athenian for their G Y 
in the great Enterprize of giving Freedom to all 
Greece, and ſubjecting Perfia, and ſome Part of A. 
Frick and Europe. But that which moſt ſurprizingly 
proved the ſudden Grandeur of the Athenians, prod 
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that when by the divine Eloquence of Gorgias the Si- 
cilian Ambaſſador, they were. preyailed upon to ſend 
Succours againſt the Syracufians, they covered the Sea 
with two hundred and fifty large Gallies, all ſtoutly 
2 we and named for their Admirals Erymedon and 
ophoctes. i} | 

15 ſine, the Republick having given Commiſſion to 
Lycurgus, the Son of Lycophron, to raiſe a powerful naval 
—.— he equipp'd near four hundred Gallies; and 
then the Advice of Themiſtocles,' Pericles, and this 
ſame Lycurgus, they enlarged the Port and Aſenal of 
Pirea, and had Workmen | continually / employ'd- in 
building new Veſſels, and refitting up the old. Beſides 
thoſe three Arſenals I have mentioned, they alſo erefted 
another, of a much greater Circumference ; and it ſer- 
ved, as it were, for the general Storehouſe, -whence all 
the others were ſupplied: But I need ſay no more, to 

ive you an Idea of this ſumptuous Edifice, than what 
is agreed by moſt Authors, that the magnificent Arſe- 
nal of Venice was formed on the Plan of that of the 
Athenians, .- 

Waegn arrived at this high Degree of Power, they 
eſtabliſhed two Magiftrates; the one had the Care of 
equipping the Navy, and furniſhing what number of 

els the Republick ſhou'd have need of; the other, 
that of ſending them out of the Harbour to the Place 
of the general Rendezvous: Where they were received 
by the Admiral, whom the Greeks called Thalaffiarcha. 
Every Galley had alſo a particular Captain, whom they 
named Triarchus: Theſe were all eminent Men, great 

Sailors, and took a pride in outvying each other in em- 
We Ships. 112 0 10 

r theſe prudent Steps, and honeſt Diligence among 
the ſuperior and Ne Officers, re Athenians 
carry their Commerce to almoſt all the Parts of the 
then known World Wherever they ſpread their 
Banners, Reſpect and Fear attended them their 


Ships had Privileges, denied to thoſe of all other Na- 

and came loaded with immenſe Riches to their Portsz 

—h publick Treaſure augmented * 
nc 
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ticular Perſons grew every day more opulent —— But 
alas! this Opulence, this Prodigatity, 2 
as F may call it, proved fatal to them in the end; it 
introduced Luxury and Debauchery among them; and 
they ſunk into an unhappy Indolence, which d ed 
all the Advantages Ind had gained In fine, 
they neglected their maritime Forces, by which alone 
— to Greatneſs loſt the Empire of the Sea, 

ered their Veſſels to be plundered even in their fight, 

and themſelves to be inſulted by thoſe very People, who 
'fo lately had paid them Homage; and from being re- 
garded with Admiration, fell into the utmoſt Contempt 
and Derifion. 
\ In this decay of their State, added Orſames, they alſo 
ran into Acts of Injuſtice, no leſs extravagant than 
cruel; witneſs the Death of Socrates, of which they 
indeed repented, but too late. 

Wurm the Manners of a People are once degenera- 
ted, faid 4/phonſo, Crimes grow upon them faſter than 
their Days; and tis not to be wondered at, that when 
Virtue is aboliſhed, they ſhou'd arrive at a Complica- 
tion of Vice. But what ſeems moſt ſtrange to me a- 
- mong the Athenians, is their exceflive Superſtition, in 
= of the — — of learned Men born and e- 

ucated in that City. They preſerved in their Ports, 
thro* a motive of Religion, two Gallies; one called 
Delia, in which they fay Theſeus failed to Crete; and 
the other Paralus, after a Hero, whoſe Memory was 
held in veneration by them. Theſe Veſſels were * 
in continual Repair, and every Vear adorned with the 
moſt valuable things in the Republick, or that were 
brought from foreign Coaſts. Painters, Statuaries, and 
thoſe who were ingenious in ſetting precious Stones, 
contributed the utmoſt of their Art for the Embelliſh- 
ment of the ſacred Veſſels. That called Delia, was 
carried in a ſumptuous manner to Delos, to a folemrr Sa- 
eriſice they made there; and from the time of its ſail- 
\ ing forth to its return, the As henians were forbid, by an 
expreſs Law; to puniſh any Man with Death, for what 
Crime ſoever, I hoſe who mann'd it, were called De- 
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liates; they had double Salaries, were exempt from all 
Taxes, and treated with the higheſt Reſpect. The Pa- 
ralus, which they alſo named Salamine, had the fame 
Privileges , nn thoſe who — in it _ * _— 
ralli, This Superſtition reigned among them, ti 

time of Demetrius —— which was indeed that of 
their total Ruin. And when I conſider it, I am aſha - 
med to reflect how little human Nature is capable of 
being brought to Perfection; ſince Men, whoſe _ 
found Knowledge ſerves as an Example for all the Na- 
tions in the World, cou'd devote themſelves to ſuch 
groſs Fooleries. | 

I am not ſo much ſurprized at their Superſtition, ſaid 
Florinda, as I am that all their Knowledge, their Wiſ- 
dom and their Philoſophy cou'd hot defend them from - 
that Luxury, that Pride, and that Ambition, which oc- 
caſioned their Deſtruction. 

I RATHER wonder, reſumed The/amont, that Vices ſo 
known, and acknowledged to be ſuch, cou'd have any 
Prevalence where Superſtition (which is only the too 
great Exceſs of Devotion] had ſo much Power; but 
where a State is deſtin'd to Ruin, even the Op- 
polites unite, for bringing about the Work of Fate. 
hut to return to Navigation; the Phenicians, and 
thoſe of Tyre and Sidon, carried this Art above all the 
People of their Time, They acquired the Superiority 
of the Seas in 4/ia, 2 aud Europe. They had pow- 
erful Succours to afford to their Allies, whenever they 
ſtood in need of them; and had ſo great a number of 
trading Veſſels, that they carried their Manufactures to 

Countries moſt remote: They had alſo the Honour of 
exploring many Tracts of Land, which before were al- 
ether unknown. | | 

HEY laid the Foundation of many and beauti- 
ful Cities, wiz. Utica, Hippone, Lempta in Africk, Thebes 
in Greece, Thebes in Egypt, Cadiz, and Carthage in 
Spainz but the moſt famous of their Eftabliſhments, 
and what did them the moſt Honour, was that of 
Carthage in Africt; which, from a ſmall beginning, 
and little other Advantage than a happy Situation, 
became afterwards ſo conſiderable by its Victories and 


Com- 
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Commerce. The Form of Government was ſo wiſe, 
and ſo well conſtituted, that the Senate of this Repub- 
lick acquired a high — . Theſe People had no 
ſooner made themſelves Maſters of the Coaſts of Africt, 
from Egypt to the Straits between the two Mountains, 
which, they ſay, were divided by Hercules, and there - 
fore called his Pillars, than they undertook the Conqueſt 
of Spain. The Succeſs they met with in that Enter- 
prize fi ed their hopes; and ſeeing Fortune conti- 
nued ſtill favourable: to their Endeavours, they built a 
City: there, called New Carthage; where they eſtabliſn - 
ed a Senate, a Governor, and other Magiſtrates, and 
left a powerful Army to maintain their Conqueſt, and to 
compleat that of the whole Kingdom. 
As the Senate of Carthage had no Views but thoſe of 
aggrandizing their Commonwealth, they gave Orders to 
the Admiral, who commanded their Fleet in Spain, to 
paſs the Straits, and diſcover all the Coaſts of 4frict on 
the ſide of the Ocean. This great Man, who was 
called Hanne, had the honour to double both the Capes; 
an Enterprize which our modern Navigators think very 
difficult. He paſſed the Arabian Sea with all his Fleet; 
and at laſt arrived at Surz, a City on the Borders of 
the Red Sea; from whence he diſpatched young Aſaru- 
Sal his Nephew, with an Account to the Senate of the 
Diſcoveries he had made, and a full Deſcription of all 
che Coalts of 4/ic4, both Eaſt and Weſt, and the Ad- 
vantages . accrue to the Carthaginians by the 
Know of theſe Places. >. 
ArTER the Deſtruction of Carthage by the No- 
mans, this Writing was found in their Archives, care- 
fully preſerved; whence it was taken, and by Order 
of the Senate of Rome, tranſlated from the Punic Lan- 
guage into Latin, as an authentic Monument of their 
Vieory, and the Slavery of the Carthaginians, Theſe 
precious Memoirs, as thoſe of Himite, another Ad- 
miral of the Cartbaginiant, who had diſcovered the 
eateſt part of Eurepe, even to the Extremity of the 
North, were placed among the many precious things 
the Remazs had acquired by their Arms. It 1 


frick; whence they 'brought a 
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likewiſe, by many other Writings, taken at the ſame 
time, that the Carthaginians had eſtabliſhed a regular 
Commerce with thoſe who inhabited the Coaſts of 4- 

— ious Quantity of 
the fineſt Gold in the World. t the Romans, who 
(tho* excellent Soldiers on Land) were neither fo intre- 
pid by Sea, nor ſuch good Sailors as the Carthaginians, 
profited but little by theſe Diſcoveries. 

Tux Republick of Carthage, ſaid Eraſmus, cou'd not 
be expected to remain long in the Situation it once was: 
The Fame of her Conqueits, and her immenſe Riches, 
having excited the Jealouſy and Envy of all the Poten- 
tates of that time. | 


Tis true, reply'd Orophanes, the Reputation of the 


Carthaginians, and the daily Encreaſe of their Power, 


turned from his Conqueſt in the Indies, gave ſuch a 
pique to the Pride of that ambitious Monarch, that he 

olved to deprive them of all the Advantages they had 
procured, by thair Induſtry and Courages but this was 
a Glory, Fortune reſerved for the Romans. 

ALEXANDER, interrupted Silviana, might not, per- 
haps, have been ſo ſucceſsful in that Enterprize as he 
was in others. The Conqueſt of Carthage coſt the Ro- 
mans ſo very dear, that one may judge, without wrong- 
ing the Memory of Alexander, that it wou'd not have 
been eaſy to him. 

By that has been ſaid, added Alphonſo, we may 
infer, that a Kingdom or Commonwealth, which has 
been bleſs'd with the Title of Maſter of the Sea, can- 
not loſe it without falling into manifeſt Decay and Con- 
tempt But if an I chances to quit that Sove- 
reignty, it is a ſure Token of its approaching Ruin. 
— —Thoſe of the Continent may defend them- 
ſelves by powerful Land Forces; but tis the naval 
Strength alone that can ſecure a Place environ'd by 
the Sea; becauſe in caſe of an Invaſion, how 
an Army ſoever they may be able to raiſe, their Coun- 
try mult infallibly become the Seat of War; and how 
dreadful that is, it is needleſs to mention. Beſides, 

. the 


— to the Ears of Alexander the Great, as he re. 
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the Life of an Iſland conſiſts in Commerce, which muſt 
of conſequence be put a ſtop to, while their Ports are 
crouded with a foreign Fleet. How much then does it 
| behove the Prime Miniſters of all ſuch States, to neglect 
nothing that may-maintain the Empire of the Sea? For 
if tempted by Ambition, they apply the Sums ſet apart 
for that purpoſe to their own uſe; or by Partiality to 
their Friends and Creatures, put thoſe at the head of 
Affairs, who want Abilities to manage them, or by A. 
varice receive Bribes from foreign Powers, to become 
remiſs in this important, this all-neceſſary Care; all 
the Trading Part of the People muſt expect an imme- 
diate and inevitable Deſtruction; and thoſe moſt eno- 
bled by Birth and Title, have no other Privilege than 
to fall the laſt, and their Poſterity, _ in a y 
where they were born to command. | 

I canxnoT forbear, ſaid Camilla, with the moſt be- 
coming Smile, being highly pleaſed with my own Cu- 
riofityz and, I think, the whole Company ought to 
thank me for it, fince it has given n to a Con- 
verſation ſo inſtructive. 

NoTxinc can be more true, reply'd Celemena ; and 
if I had not been preſent, I cou'd never have be- 
lieved ſo circumſtantial a Detail of Ships, Commerce, 
Navigation, and Armaments, cou'd have been given 
5 ſuch as to render it agreeable to our 

As Celemena had ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe was told, 
that one of her People deſired to ſpeak with her. 
Urania and all the Company entreated, ſhe wou'd 
order the Perſon to come in: But ſhe choſe the con- 
trary, ſo roſe and went out of the Room. When ſhe 
was gone, Areliſe, who ſat next Urania, ſaid to her in 
a low Voice, and bluſhing while ſhe ſpoke, Either my 
Heart is a very ill Diviner, or we ſhall ſoon hear that 
Alcippe and Lifemond are at Celemena's Caſtle. 

I wisn, reply'd Urania, in the ſame Tone, that 
your Preſage may be true; ſince there is nothing I 
deſire more, than to be acquainted with ſo 

| - ear 
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t dear to you and Silviana, and to teſtify the Eſteem your 
© Choice has made me conceive for them. | 
IT - THELAMONT heard what they faid, and ſeeing 
& Celemena return with a ſmiling Countenance, ran to her, 
IT and giving her his Hand to ſeat her in her Place, We 
re all conjure you, Madam, ſaid he, to uſe the moſt per- 
© fect freedom in this Houſe; and if any of your Friends 
of are arrived in this Part of the Country, let them be 
- brought here, to the end we may not be ſo ſoon depri- 
* ved of your Preſence. 
all | I ant ſo well perſuaded of your Politenefs and Gene- 
* roſity, reply d ſhe, that I waited not for this Invitation. 
af There are indeed two Gentlemen, for whom I have an 
an infinite Eſteem, come down to viſit me, and I have or- 
ity dered my Servant to ſhew them hither, and to aſſure 
them of a Reception worthy of their Merit. 
be- A Faxcr is now come into my Head, cry'd Camilla, 
ak which I cannot help communicating to the Company: 
to I ſaw the beautiful Areliſe bluſh juſt now, when 
— whiſper'd to Urania, Silviana is grown on the ſud- 
den more penſive than uſual; yet, with an air of Con- 
and tentment, ſuch as Perſons always have, when de- 
4 lighted with their own Thoughts; all this put to- 
ce, 


D ine the Ladies hope to find 
Aleippe and Li in the Strangers who are ap- 


g. 12 
I wis ardently it may be ſo, ſaid Felicia; and I am 


| far from 8 it, added Julia ; nor I believe any 

— 2 ery d out 2 and Hortenfia. FF 
INCE you are penetrating, reply d Celemena, 

= Ir 


tlemen you have named. They have conducted M. 
rina to Paris, and impatient to ſee thoſe they have ſa 
long and tenderly loved, took a Journey to this Coun- 
try They were informed at my Caſtle, where 
we now are, but the Reſpect they have for the Cha- 
racter of Urania, would not permit them to interrupt 
her Retirement, and therefore ſent to defire I wou'd 
return; but as I have already ſaid, being aſſured of the 
pleaſute- their Company wou'd give this agreeable So- 

Vol. IV. - © ciety, 
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_ I made them an Invitation hither in The/amont's 
ame. 
| You are ſo accuſtomed to confer Favours, Madam, 
* A — > ae AY =e not thank 
you for this by any other ways my Reception of 
n and beſt Endea vours to — — 
Sous little Time elapſing in theſe fort of Compli. 
ments, There is ſomething particular, ſaid Orophane:, 
— — 885 e of theſe two Ladies Countenances: The 
8H, who is little leſs gay than Camilla, 


is yrs Jo ſo deepa — as 'tho* nothing but her 
own —— ns worthy her — and 


hop we ſhould have I. of Ce the ſo 


. an Þ xy added Areliſe, I ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that 0 oment 41 
Celemena, I gueſſed from whence it came, and commu- 
nicated my Sentiments to Urawa. That agreeable La- 
dy was about to make ſome Anſwer to what the other 
had ſaid, when they heard the Noiſe of a great Equi- 
page in the Court. yard. On which, Thelamont, Oropha- 
nes, Eraſmus, Alphonſo, - Orſames, and Melintus quitted 
NN 

ns they expected. ; xd, being im- 
mediately — which was —— paid him the 
Honours — to the Maſter of the Houſe. 

Taz Huſband of Urania was not inferior to them in 
the Politeneſs of his Addreſs, and having teſtified the 
pleaſure their preſence gave him, preſented his Friends 
to them, who received them with no leſs Marks of 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. 

H then conducted them to the Apartment of Fo- 
Tinda, where they were no ſooner entered, than 


- Cele- 


= 


rd 
nd 
to 
ſo 


* | 
. 
Celemena advanced to them, and taking each by dhe 
Hand, led them to Urania: Behold, faid the, the Spouſe 
of Thelamont, and Chief of that charming Society, of 
whom you have heard me fo often ſpeak, and who de- 
fire nothing more, than that you and your amiable 
Brides may be added to the Number. 

Taz Anſwers Aleippe and Lifimond made to this Diſ- 
courſe, were _ of N it 2 Spirit; 7 2 . =o 
read in their Eyes the Impatience to fig 
their Compliments, that they might entertain Silviane 
and Areliſe, after they had ſaluted all the Ladies in ge- 
neral, addreſſed herſelf to Alcippe, and with an 
Smile, Give truce to your Ceremonies, ſaid ſhe, all this 
Company are perfectly acquainted with the. Sentiments 
of you both, and have put you in the Rank of our 
Friends, before we had the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
therefore follow, without reſerve, the Emotions of your 
Hearts, in giving Teſtimonies of the Joy you conceive 
in the ſight of thoſe you love. * 8 

Tuis is a Command, cried Alcippe, that has in it too 
many Charms not to be obey'd; and fince it is permit- 
ted me, continued he, drawing near Arelifſe, to enter- 
tain you for a moment in the behalf of that Love you 
have inſpired me with, be not you, my dear Areliſe, 
diſobliged, that I avow it before all this admirable A. 
ſembly. Liſinand ſpoke in much the ſame manner to 


Siluiana, who was about to anſwer him with that free- 
dom which was natural to her; when Areliſe giving her 


Hand to Alcippe, You are both the one and the other of 
you perſuaded, faid ſhe, of the pleaſure we take in ſee- 
ing you, 'This 2 is acquainted with our 
Sentiments and yours; but we ought not to abuſe the 
Complaiſance of Urazia; and as I know we have but 
a ſmall Time to remain with her, we ought not to loſe 
one moment of the Improvement we may make hete. 
Then taking notice to Alcippe and Li/imand, that all 
the Company were ſtanding, the Civilities common 
on ſuch occaſions paſſed between them; after which, 
every one reſumed _ former Seats, and the two 

2 Stran- 
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Org placing y themſelves Silviana and Arel; 
s broke filence in 3 . 
o 


You ſee, ſaid he to Celemena, that I had ſome Pre- 
ſage of the Arrival of theſe Gentlemen, by not placing 
any of us next Si/viana and Areliſe. I know not, re- 
ly'd Urazia, what you thought, but I am very certain, 
ie Heart of the beautiful 4re/i/e gave her true Warn- 
ings of the Truth. 

CANNOT help believing, ſaid Florinda, that Love 
and Nature give us Prediftions, which are generally 
juſt. They ſeldom fail, indeed, added Cam//a; but 
| — * is, I think, the moſt to be depended upon. 1 
firmly believe, that a Father, who had never ſeen his 
Son, wou'd know him from a multitude of others, only 
by the Emotion of his own Heart. 

Tux are ſo many Inſtances of the ſecret Workings 
of 'Nature in ſuch Caſes, anſwered Felicia, that the 
Truth of what you ſay is not to be doubted: But I am 
not ſo well convinced that Love, how ſincere ſoever it 
be, produces the ſame Effects. The Ideas given us by 
that Paſſion ſtrike ſtrongly on the Mind, and render 
the beloved Object always preſent to us, but under a 
thouſand different Forms, as ſometimes kind, at others 
the reverſe, now faithful, now changing and inconſtant ; 
and all this without any real Foundation. Love de- 
ceives us with the moſt contradiftory Imaginations, and 
we deceive ourſelves, by yielding our Faith to one 
"thing to-day, and another to-morrow. But the Emo- 
tions of Nature are of a different kind. It is our own 
Blood that runs in the Veins of our Children, and there 
cannot-but be a Sympathy between us, If a Father by 
ſome Accident loſes his Son in his Infancy, and after 
many Years ſees him again, under a different Name, 
and in a different Station, to what he might expect, I 
dare anſwer he wou'd be inclined to love him, by a ſe- 
cret Impulſe, which he was ignorant of the meaning 
of, But if this does not always happen, if Nature ſeems 
zin ſome to lie dormant, nor is the leaft alarmed in ſuch 
a caſe, yet, I may boldly ſay, that when the is, it is 
” 4 n 5 not 
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not without foundation; and that we are not impoſed 
upon by the Emotion ſhe inſpires. 


Tx1s is indeed a charming Definition, ſaid Celemena, 


and I think unanſwerable. Neither does it ſtand in 
need of any thing to be added to it, cry'd Urania. 

I am not of your opinion in that point, beautiful U- 
rania, interrupted Silviana briſkly; to give an agreea- 
ble Proof of the Solidity of Felicia's Argument, Areliſe 
maſt oblige the Company with a Hiſtory taken from the 
famous Michael Cervantes Saavedra, which ſhe has tranſ- 
lated in a Style worthy your Attention. 

This is an Attack which I did not expect, reply'd 
that amiable Lady ; and I ſhould be not a little pe 
plexed, at being obliged to make a Repetition of Pro- 
ductions, much too mean for the Entertainment of Per- 
ſons ſuch as compoſe this Aſſembly. But that which 
conſoles me, added ſhe, ſmiling, is the Certainty, that 
Alcippe and Liſimond are here 2 no other reaſon, than 
to carry us to Paris; and that we ought to think on no- 
thing but taking our leave. 

Ir that be all, reply'd a haſtily, that wou'd de- 
prive us of the pleaſure of hearing you ſpeak, I aſſure 
you, my dear Arcli/e, that you have yet a whole Day 
to remain here, and that we ſhall not begin our Journey 
till the Morning after to-morrow. 

I am glad to hear it, cry'd' Camilla, for now the 
charming Areliſe cannot diſpence with giving us the Sa- 
— _ Hiſtory. . 4 

LL the Com joining Si/viana to er 
amiable Friend r wb defired of Nm e no 


longer reſiſted their Entreaties, and began her Recital 
in theſe terms. | 


— - 
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The Forxcz or Bloor. 4 Spaniſh 


N- the Reign of Ferdinand and 1/abella of Spain, lived 

Don Lewis of Zagreda, one of the moſt ancient and 

ble Families in the Kingdom: This Gentleman ha- 

ving paſſed the Prime of his Years in the Service of his 

ing and Country, retired himſelf to To/edb, a City of 

"New" Caftile, firuated on the Borders of the Tagus, ha- 

ig now no other Care, than the Education of an only 

Daughter, whoſe Wit, Beauty and early Wiſdom made 

him conceive the greateſt Hopes of 4 an illuſ· 
trious Alliance ſor her. 


- LEOCADI4, for that was the Name of this lovely 
Perſon, had paſſed her firſt Years under the Tuition of 
the beſt of Mothers, who had made ſuch Beginnings in 
the forming her Mind, as left no room to doubt, if ſhe 
-wou'd one day be the moſt accompliſh'd Lady in all 
Spain, It was the Loſs of that dear Wife, that deter- 
mined Don Leww:s to quit the Court, not being able to 
continue in a Place where every thing ſerved to remind 
him of what was now impoſſible to be regained. 
Won, eſpecially thoſe of Condition, live in ſo 
great a Solitude, and obſerve a Conduct ſo auſtere, that 
beautiful Leocadiaghtho* brought up at Toledo, was 
* " to very few Perſons there. But Don Lewis, who 
ſpent ſome part of his Days in Climates more hap- 
. 7 for our Sex, endeavoured to ſoften the Retirement of 
his hter, hy all the Diverſions he could give her, 
without breakiag thro* the Cuſtoms of his Country. 
To this e, he embelliſhed a Country- Seat he had 
+ on the Banks of the Tag, at a little — 


- 


N. 
rr 


„and there procured for her all the Amuſements 
per for her Age and Condition. Under the pre- 
tence. of that Liberty, which is more allowable in the 
Country than in great Cities, he permitted Dancing- 
Maſters, and Mu - Maſters to aſſemble and make — 
certs, and other Entertainments, to divert this | 
and the Women that were with her; — 
elaxation from the ſtudy of thoſe more difficult 
and ſeverer Sciences, which he would have her inſtruct- 
2 and which, in a. ſmall ſpace of time, ſhe grew 
— in. a 
Hg Recreations beſtowed on her by this indulgent 
Parent, did not hinder him from keeping the ſtricteſt 
Guard over all her Words and Actionz; he looked on 
her as a Treaſure he cou'd never be too. jealous of; and 
whether at Toleda, or at his 9 houſe, he was al- 
ways with her; and wy ks arrived at the Age 
of fifteen, and 2 fully a as the beſt Maſte 
an unwearied . —. 2 the fineſt Genius in th che 
World cou'd — 4 me, he began to look about him for 
a Huſband for her, worthy, by his Birth and Merit, to 
be poſſeſs d of ſo i le a Jewel; when bis Deſigns 
were ſuddenly defeated by the moſt ſhocking anditerri- 
ble of all Misfortunes. 

Tur had been ſome time in the Country, hn 

Lewis was obliged to return to Toledo on extraor 
nary Buſineſs, As it was in the hotteit Seaſon of t 
Year, they did not come out of Doors till the _ 124 
in his Decline, that Leocadia might have the 
of walking the little way there was between 
and Country- houſe. 

Tus Journey, if it ma; be ſo called, Mae, 
tent is not above half a League, was the more deli 2 
ful, as th „ Fe Banlss of the 7 
and had t eeably diverted between 
Proſpect of 8. 2 "River on the one fide, and the 
great Diverſity of. Gardens on the other. They had 

t their — before, and reſerv'd L one of 
the Women — 5 attended Leocadia, ported 
her under one Am as her Father d the 
other. The Evening „ moſt Reads that oh 5 
: 4 , 
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| Oo wen ot 
be, they moved ſlowly on to enjoy the Sweets of it; a 
as there was none but themſelves on the Road, Leocadia 
threw back her Veil, that ſhe might have the greater 
Benefit of the Air. | 

Tu were about the middle of the Way between 
theſe two Houſes, when they were met by four Gentle- 
men, well mounted, and magnificently drefs'd,” who 
ſeemed coming from ahb. They no ſooner came 
within reach of diſtinguiſhing Objects, than Leocadia 
—_ down her Veil, to them from ſeeing her 
ace; but all the haſte made, was not ſufhcient 
to hinder the Luſtre of her Charms from ſtriking the 
Eyes of him, who was the principal of theſe Travel- 
lers. They rode fo faſt, as they approached Leotaatz 
wy er Father, — one, who _ ou ew, 

mu ve —_—_ ined were agi the u 
Impati to be at ihe Place which oy were go 
' ing z but the moment they were paſs'd them, he that 
Had caſt his Eyes on Leocadia, on a ſudden 4 

his ſpeed, which obliging his Companions to do ſo al 

' this young Man following the Dictates of his impe- 
tugus and fiery Diſpoſition, without the leaſt regard 
to RE:ſon or Honour, ſpoke to them in this man- 
ner, h | 
I xxow not, ſaid he, if you had time to _ 

| ofe Perſons we juſt now paſs'd ; but for my part, 
1 of the youngeſt of the Women has given me a 
' Wound, which I am reſolved to cure therefore 
inſtead of diverting ourſelves, as we deſigned, in the 
Country, let us turn back, and ſecond me in bearing off 
that beautiful Maid ; whoſe Charms I promiſe you, you 
ſhall ſhare with me, as ſoon as you have made me Maſ- 


ter of them. 
Tunis Propoſal being made to Perſons no more diſ- 
creet nor ſcrupulous the Contriver of it, pleaſed 


them ſo well, that they all turned their Horſes and rode 
full ſpeed back after Lewis; who little ſuſpecting 
the Aﬀeont, that was going to be offer d to him, kept 
on in an ace, not to fatigue Leocadia nor incom- 
mode hi ” whole great Amed him not to 
walk very faſt. | T * 

HE 


«v.00 


=. DOES 

Tur Cavaliers overtook their Prey; and having 
concealed one of their Faces with their Clogs.) 
ſurrounded Don Lewis, his Daughter, and her W. 
each with a Sword in one Hand, and a Piſtol in thi 
other, bp of them diſmounted, while one ſeized 
Leocadig, and gave her into the Arms of the Chief of 
the Raviſhers, another held Don Lewis, and the 2 
with a Piſtol at the Throat of the Woman, prevented 
her from oppoling der Delign, by her Ci 0r Re. 

ce 

 RODOLPHO, for that was the Name of their Chief, 
no ſooner had 2 in his power, than he clapp'd 
Spurs to his Horſe, and was immediately out of fight 
with his fair Prize, leaving the reſt to the Management 
of his Aſſociates. The unha Don Lewis, who, in 
the Fury ary gf bis Paſſion, loſt all Remembrance of his 


Age eakneſs, drew his Sword ; but his Forc 
lil ns his Courage, he was preſently viewed 


and thrown on the Earth, in which ſtate the Raviſh 


him with the Woman, who was half dead with 


J and remounting their Horſes, went with all-ſpe 
to Te oledo, where, they did not doubt, but Rode/pho Was 
gone before them. * 

Is effect, this daring young Man having made: ſe- 
eral Tours, in order to evade the Purſuit of any Who 
. follow him, re- enter d the Town juſt at 


Cloſe of Day, and hore thro' the moſt 
Streets, arrived at a — — much 


Maſter, and went in by a private Door, of which he 


had the may 2 7 this * _ without ſome 
e elapſing; but it might have taken up yet mo 
vile * ny dang er of — 's being — do — 
which might put a ſtop to his Deſigns: That 
beaifal Maid having fallen into a Swoon the moment 
ſhe was ſeized, had not ſince recovered the Knowledge 
of any thin ſpite of the impetuous Courſe of her 
Raviſher. Bae he, who had no Intention to bring her 
to herſelf, diſmounted ſoftly. with her in his Arms, 
carried her into his Apartment; where ſhutting ij 
ſelf up with her, be dee” {4 in the dark that un 
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Wares end Dees was no. ſooner commirred, than 
followed it; the long Swoon Leocada con- 


irth to 
dern the Flame which 
To what a 

Virtue wit | 
e Race and who have received their 
firſt Principles in a generous Education. — wtf was 
of a Family, which, by its Rank, its , and 
Riches, ſaw nothi above itſelf, but the 


a Remorſe not 


every thing requiſite to 
* to be aſſembled . 2 | 


which ought to have contributed to his Gl 
only to plunge him into Vice. He was the 
S * > * him; and 
10 er perceived, that he had thoſe Qualificati 
| to conſtitute Merit, than they ſuffered — 
become bis own Maſter, at an Age, "ties he flood 
more than ever in need of being governed. Thus, 
— op to Rimſelf, and at liberty to live in the 
t Word before he knew it, the Wantonneſs of 
* ſhut his Eyes to ev thing but Pleaſure ; 
ing no other regard in the choice of his Frien 
any ey their bein — he kept little Con 
except ſuch whoſe only Recommendation w 
= the Blood . bers they ſprung. 1 90 
and their Vices became a his : 
debauched, the more unjuſt and violent ther 


res were, the more — * they puri 
| g their Rank gave them * or 


ready deſcrib'd with Leocadia,. without any fear of be- 


ing 1 


and the moſt bitter R on-himſelf, for the Pro- 
miſe he had made his Friends. He thought, that fince 
he cou'd not reſtore to Leocadia the Honour he had 
robb'd her of, he ought not to expoſe her yet more; 
and ſeeing, that ſhe not recovered her he 


t forth ſuch piercing Cries, that 
in the fear of being ſurprized and known, he had ſet 
her down, and his Eſcape from her with all the 
{peed he was able. A. 

Hz recounted this with ſuch an Air of Truth, that 
they doubted it not in the leaſt: and as their deſire was 
pu well abated by . ſo long, praiſed him for 

ving left her thus unviolated.; ne 
1 mean time, this unhappy Beauty comi 
out of her Swoon, and finding herſelf on a Bed, an 
in the dark, heſitäted not a moment, if ſhe ſhou'd be- 
li worſt of Mis ſortunes had befallen her- 
che moſt rending Sighs, followed this dzead; 

nowledge, and the Silence which reigned n hat 
aſſuring her ſhes was alone, made her. give way 
9 
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to the moſt vehement Deſpair. She roſe from the Bed, 
and ſearched all about the Room for a Window, with a 


Deſign to herſelf out, and put an end to a Life ſhe 
thought ef not paſs without Shame; but having 
opened the Shutters, the great Iron Bars, which reached 


from the bottom to the top, oppoſed this cruel Reſolu- 

tion; and the Light of the Moon then coming in, ma- 

king her perceive the Door, ſhe ran to that, hoping to 

2 the Lock, and fly from that deteſted P 
ore her Raviſher ſhou'd return. 

ALL her Endeavours here being likewiſe unſueceſſ- 
ful, her Tears again began to flow with their former 
Violence; but at laſt,” reflefting on every thing that 
had paſs'd, and that Crimes are only worthy of that 
Name by the Conſent which is given to them, that un- 
erring Judge, which Providence has placed in the Breaft 
of every human Being, abſolved her from all Guilt; 

and made her begin to conſider ſhe ought leſs to think 
of * elf, than on the means of being re- 
venged on him, who had committed this Outrage on 
her Innocence. 

Tus more ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, the more ſhe 
was confirmed in this Opinion, and that made her with 
the utmoſt Exactneſs examine every part of the Cham- 
ber. She returned to the Windows, and opened them 
again, that ſhe might have as much Light as poſſible to 

inguiſh Objects. She found ſhe was in a Place mag- 
nifcently furniſhed ; the Hangings were of the richeſt 
Silk Tapeſtry, as was alſo the on the Floor ; the 
Covering of the Eaſy- Chairs Cuſhions were em- 
boſs'd with Gold and Silver. She counted exactly the 
number of the Chairs, and — the Bed, found 
it was of the rich Embroidery with the reſt of the 
Furniture, with a deep Gold Fringe round a- 
lens. On the farther of the Room ſtood i- 
net, Which ſhone with Mother of Pearl and other 
precious Stones; the Key was in it, and yenturing 
to open it, ſhe found in one of the Drawers; 

enrich'd with Diamonds, which appeared to bane 
Order of Calatrava, and was of a+ prodigious * 
lue. This the put into her Pocket, hoping it al 


s, 
he 


' had the power of replying no otherwiſe than by 4 


No * 
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be the Inſtrument of her — pou As ſhe was continu- 
ing her Examination, ſhe h a little Noiſe upon the 
Stairs, which making her judge ſome was about. 
to enter, ſhe ſhut the Windows, and fa in a Chair, 
fully reſolved to make the Houſe echo With her Cries, 
ſhould any new Inſult be offered to her Honour. 

Ir was Nodolpho, who having quitted his Companions, 
was returned with Sentiments and Inclinations very dif- 
ferent from thoſe Leocadia was apprehenſive of. He was 
no ſooner entered than this beautiful Unfortunate, per- 
ceiving he came towards her;. put him back with one of 
her Hands,. the trembling of which made him know the 
Terror ſhe was in. Whoever 2 — are, ſaid ſhe, if there 
is in you the leaſt Shadow of Virtue, content yourſelf 
with a Triumph you owe only to my — woon z 
nor aggravate your Crime by an unworthy Repetition 
of it. And ſince Night and Silence have been the 
only Witneſſes of my Shame, repair in ſome ſort the 
Outrage you have done me, by burying all that has 
paſs'd in a profound Oblivion, You know me not, en- 
deavour not to know me; but ſuffer me to go out of a 


Place, which cannot but be odious to me, ſince you 


have render d it the Grave of my Innocence —— 
This, if you refuſe, I will ſend forth ſuch Cries, as 
ſhall bring hither thoſe, whom Sleep or Diſtance has 
hitherto prevented from hearing me. | 

Tus Voice of Leocadia had ſomething ſo very ſweet 
in the Sound of it, and the Fright ſhe was in, render- 
ing it yet more touching, every Word ſhe uttered ſunk 
into the very Sou! of her Raviſher, and kindled ſome- 
thing there he never felt before "Twas Love 
indeed, but ſach a Love as he had not been accuſtomed 
to thoſe furious Deſires, which render'd him 
capable of undertaking any thing for their Gratifica- 
tion, were now extinguiſhed in him, and Grief, Re. 
ſpe, and the tendereſ Regret ſucceeded in their . 
He ſtood for ſome moments entirely motionleſs, 
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Ar laſt, I come not, Madam, faid he, with an In- 
tention to give you any new Offence, which wou'd in- 
deed be a th d times more u le than the 
Crime I have ted I wiſh to Heaven, there 
were a Poſfibilty of repairing: the Injury I have done 
ou, tho' it were at the of the beſt part of my 
Rood ; but you are ſufficiently revenged by my Re- 
morſe, and horrible Diſc with which my Soul 
is agitated It is not that I fear your Cries wou'd 
draw hither any Witneſſes of my Behaviour, all your 
Efforts that way, alas ! wou'd be unavailing. If I had 
yet remaining any Inclinations of the ſame Nature with 
thoſe, which compell'd me to the Act I have been 
guilty of, I am abſolute Maſter here, and none dare of- 
to intrude without my Permiſſion "Tis to my 
own Converfion alone, you are indebted for a Defence 
againſt any future Inſults and ſuch a Defence as 
- you may aſſure yourſelf will not deceive you —— ge 
comforted then, as much as the Situation you are in 
will permit, and leave to the guilty Wretch the Pangs 
of a too late Repentance To convince you of my 
Sincerity, I am ready this moment to conduct you 
wherever you ſhall command, without making any At- 
tempt directly or indirectly, to know either who, or 
what ate; but in return, you muſt permit me to 
put a Bandage over your Eyes, to prevent your havin 
any gueſs at him, who can be no other than the Obj 
of your Hate —Vou muſt hate me, I am ſenſi- 
ble; I can expect no other, continued he, with a Sigh, 
which feemed to burſt the Boſom it iſſued from: Bur I 
wou'd have the Confolation to conceat from you the Au- 
thor of your Misfortune, as it will be a Gratification of 
your Revenge, to leave me in ignorance of her Name 
and Condition, whoſe Charms will never quit: my Me- 


; Purer Words made Leocadia think it was beſt for 
hey not to delay accepting his Offer; and impatient to 
quit that Houſe, I take you at your Word, ſaid ſhe, 
and wou'd conſent you ſhou'd ſhut my Eyes for ever, 
rather than detain me here a Moment. Then Rodol- 
he, having ty d a Handkerchief before her Eyes, _ | 

wrap" * 
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d himſelf in his Cloak, the Door, and ta- 
king her under the Arm, led down as ſoftly as he 
had brought her in. Leocadia telling him, ſhe defired 
he wou'd leave her in the great Street ofo/edo, he con- 
ducted her there, after having made ſeveral Turns, to 
the end that ſhe might not know from what part of the 
Town ſhe came. 

Bur if theſe Precautions hindered her from bein 
able to gueſs where he lived ; the particulars ſhe 
remarked in his Apartment, never went out of her Me- 
mory ; ſhe alſo counted the number of Stairs as ſhe de- 
ſcended, and all this, with the Croſs ſhe had taken, 
gave her ſo ſtrong a hope of diſcovering the Man on 
whom her Vengeance ought to fall, that ſhe attempted 
not to looſen the Handkerchief before her Eyes, nor 
oppoſe any of the Meaſures he took for the Conceal- . 
ment of himſelf. . ; 

Wunn were come wr — Leocadia had 
mentioned, You may now, ſai , letting go her 
Arm, direct your Steps wherever you deſire, 4 
fear of being followed ; no indiſcreet Regard ſhall 
trouble your Retreat. Adieu, continued he, and if my 
pu Obſervance of the Promiſe I have made you, | 
may be looked upon as a Proof of my Regret for ha- 

3 you, you will make no Efforts to know *' 
who I am. | | 
Wir theſe Words he turned from her, and 
down a Street which was behind that in which ſhe was, 
leaving her at li to pluck the Bandage from her 
Eyes, and return to her Houſe. But tho* he wou'd not 
forfeit his Honour in — yaw he went not fo far, 
but that he might with eaſe e heard her Cries, in 
caſe any Perſon ſeeing her alone at that time of night, 
had attempted to do her wrong, being reſolved to de 
fend her at the hazard of his Life; after having 
liſtned à long time, and hearing ing that might 
make him think there was any Danger for her, he went 
home with a Soul full of Remorſe, Shame and Grief. 
As for Leocadia, ſhe no ſooner found ſhe was alone 
than ſhe took the Handkerchicf from her Face, 
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oth ding even to turn her Head, ran directly 
to à Church which was in that Street, where having 
waited in the Porch ſome time, and looked round her 
on all ſides, p&fuaded that no Perſon had followed her, 
ſhe relumed the way to the Houſe of her Father, whom 
the found in a Conſternation, which is hardly to be e- 
quaPd; but can never be deſcrib'd. 

Tuts unhappy old Gentleman, whom the Raviſhers 
had left diſarmed on the Ground, having raiſed him- 
felf, and ſeeing none near him, but the Woman whe 
had attended his Daughter, and who from the moment 
of her Lady's being carried off, had been deprived of 
Speech, he went to her, and contributed in his 
power for her Recovery : She at length came to herſelf, 
and they went together to To/cdo, and into his Houſe, 
without either the one or the other, the whole way 
they walked, being able to give any Ceſſation to the 
3 — of their Tears. Don * * * to 

s, in hopes r ing ſome Diſcovery, 
which way the Raviſhers h ——— but they * 
turning without being able to hear any thing of the 
Perſons he deſcribed, he abandoned himſelf to the moſt 
violent deſpair, not knowing what Courſe to take in 
this Extremity. He was waiting with Impatience for 
the Day, that he adviſe. with his Friends, what 
was for him to do; when about three a-clock in 
the Morning Leocadia, by her Arrival, calmed a great 
part of the _—_— he had been in. 

At the Family were up, when ſhe came, none 
daring to take any Repoſe, at a time when their Maſ- 
ter was in Agonies, which would not ſuffer him to 
think of Reſt. 22 r at the Door, 
than it was opened, moſt, of the Servants being in 
the Hall, every one was eager to run to Don Lew, 
and give the firſt 2 of her Return. This ten- 
der Father, who never hoped to ſee her more, received 
her with Tranſports of Joy, ſuch as were near depri- 
ving him of the ſmall Stock of Breath he had lef 

'But had he marked her Tears, the great abundance 

Wich fell from her fair Eyes, while he held wy 
1 * 
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his Arms in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, he would not have 
needed the help of Words to inform him what had be- 
fallen her. At firſt, ſhe anſwered his Endearments, but 


with Sighs ; and he regarding not thoſe Teſtimonies ot 
her Grief, in the preſent Hurry of his Spirits, ſhe cry'd 
out, Oh, my Father ! moderate thoſe precious Proofs of 
your Tenderneſs and Affection, I am no longer worthy 
of them; and if I come to throw myſelf once more at 
+; tis but to expire there with Shame and 

Tus cruel Words put a ſudden Check to the. Satif- 
faction of Don Lewis ; but he was prepared for all be- 
fore he ſaw her; he imagined nothing leſs than the 
worſt Calamity had happened to her, and now he did 
ſee her, he cou'd not be totally diſcomforted. Willin 
however, to know the whole Truth, he order'd all his 
People to leave the Room, and having ſhut himſelf u 
with her, commanded her to explain what had obliged 
her to ſpeak in that manner to him, and not to conceal - 
the leaſt tittle from his Knowledge. ; 
* ALL modeſt and timid as Innocence is, it becomes 
bold, when it has nothing wherewith to reproach itſelf ; 

and tho* Lexcadia wou'd have bluſh'd to ; nony if any 
other had recited ſuch an Adventure before her, ſhe made 
no ſcruple of relating her own to Don Lewis, with that 
Simplicity which is always the Companion of Truth, 
but cou'd not do it without manifeſting a Horror at 
Remembrance of what had been done ; which 

her Father tremble, left ſhe ſhou'd not be able to over- 
come it. 

He cou'd not avoid being ſeiz d with the moſt poi 
nant Coneern and Rage, at fo cruel an Affront; but 
Condition ſhe was in, made him diſſemble it all he 
cou'd, and endeavour to conſole the beautiful Afflicted, 
by the moſt undeniable Proofs of paternal Affection. 

LEOCADTIA, ſaid he, Faults are perſonal, and 
Guilt belongs to thoſe who commit Crimes. The 
Misfortune that has hap to you, has not robb'd 
you of your Wiſdom or Purity of Mind You are 
no leſs worthy than before of the Blood whence you 
ſprung, nor of the tender Care I ever ſball have for 
roll you 
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57A to the Revenge you ſeem ſo ardently to 
deſire, we muſt wait an Opportunity ſor it in a pro- 
ſound Silence. - According to your Report, and 
the Croſs which you ſhew me, your Raviſher is of a 
_— ſuperior to mine: 3 . 
ir, and, demanding ice, e whi 
may make him known, 12 Authority may 3 ren- 
der our Complainings vain ; and irritated by our Pur- 
ſuit, be may attempt to vindicate his own Honour, by 
alledging things againſt you, which may caſt an eyer- 
laſting Blemiſh" on yours; and we muſt then remain 
without either Glory or Revenge. Your Shame is 
now without Witneſſes, let us not call any if he, 
who has done you this Outrage, truly repents him of it, 
he will dread fome Puniſhment from that unerring 
Judge, from whom no Crimes are hid; and whom he 
not Contradift.oo—-o— Thus, not knowin you, 
nor ſecking to know you, and fearing himſelf, that 
fo baſe an Action d come to light, it will reſt in 
= _— — in which it was 1 - 
at, if, on the contrary, indiſcreet Words, 
has the Boldneſs to make — the Adventure, then 
diſcovering who he is, without his being able to gueſs 
eee may depend on me to contrive means 1 
your Revenge, without obliging Honour to 
called in queſtion. 1 


Tuxarross, my dear Lencadia, continued he, em- 
Eracing her, be careful of this dreadful Secret for- 
get your Misfortune in the Careſſes of a Father, who 
will never ceaſe to love you, and remit the reſt to the 
ommipotent Supporter and Protector of Innocence. 

A Diſcourſe ſo wiſe and ſo judicious, worked the 
Effect it merited aud Leocadia, found herſelf 
Jeſs unhappy in finding her Father become her Conſoler. 
Her Diſaſter loſt great of its former Horror, now 
this dear Parent vouchſafed to be her Confidant and her 
 Revenger; and therefore in obedience to his Will, en- 
gdeavour'd nothing more than to baniſh from his Me- 
mory all Thoughts of this Adventure, and to ſeem for- 
getiut of it herſelf, © | 


« 


Bur 
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Bur this Interval of Tranqu laſted not ; 

— time aſter convinced her, — ſhe bore — her 

ent Conſequences of that unhappy Accident; then 
a her Plaints and Lamentations begin again, with 
greater force than ever. Her Father, to whom ſhe diſ- 
covered the State in which ſhe was, had now not power . 
to calm the Exceſs of her Grief. However, as there 
was an abſolute Neceſſity of confiding-in ſome one or 
other in this Extremity, Leocadia by the Conſent of 
Don Lewis, choſe from among her Women, ſhe who 
had been preſent when ſhe was carried off; and whoſe 
Fidelity and true Attachment to the Family was well 
known to her, 

Tuis Maid, who had been brought up in Don Lew- 
in's Houſe, had taken ſo tender an Affection for Lesca- 
dia, that nothing that concerned that Lady cou'd efcape 
her Penetration. The profound Melancholy ſhe had 
been in fince that Accident; the Sighs which frequent 
Moment iſſued from her; the Tears ſhe oy 
found her bathed in, had made her ſuſpect — 1 
Fruth: But the Reſpect ſhe had for her, igel her 
conceal her Sentiments, and had always bi ——j 
from letting fall one Word, which ſnou'd make 
ther imagine, ſhe was more diſcerning t than ſhe 
have her. And when Leocadia, with Don Lewis, 
taken a Reſolution to truſt their Secret with her, ſhe 
was much leſs ſurprized at the Knowledge of tg than, 
ſenſible of this Mark of their Confidence. * / 

LUCTA, for that was her Name, aſſured her Mit. 
treſs of an inviolable Fidelity, and promiſed to ſerve 
her on this occafion with ſo much Zeal and ExaQtneſs, 
that no Perſon in the World ſhould be able to difcover 
the State ſhe was in, nor that ſhe muſt nit ene 
ſmall time. 

Tuzs new Confidante was a great Conſolation 0 
Leocadia ; the Modeſty of her Sex not ſuffering” her 
to diſburden her Heart intirely to Don Lewis, "ſhe 
found an Infinity of Eaſe in ſpeaking without reſerve 
to her Friend. Lucia had that Title more than any 
of her Domeſticks, being deſcended of a — 


— 
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but poor, and that had obliged her Parents to put her 
to the Mother of Zeocadia ; and being educated under 
her, was inſpired with the ſame Sentiments of Virtue 
and Honour. She was ſome Years older than Leoca- 
dia, Which rendered her leſs ſcrupulous of ſpeaking 
freely her Thoughts to her young Ln than that ti 
mid Innocence, which looks on every little Liberty as 
a Crime. 

Wusx Lucia was intirely initiated into this Myſtery, 
ſhe often made it the Subject of her Converſation with 
Leocadia; and this hw by: being accuſtomed to be 
entertained by her in this Affair, grew at laſt bold e. 
nough to ſpeak of it herſelf, and confeſs to her, tho 
not without an Extremity of bluſhing, that the Reſpect, 
and the Repentance that her Raviſher had teſtified in 
his laſt Action, had touched her Heart; and that; in 
ſpite of the Horror this cruel Adventure had un her, 

e had not for the Author of it that Hate ſhe ought 
to have; and that ſince ſhe knew ſhe ſhou'd be a Mo- 
ther, it was not poſlible for her to maintain thoſe De- 
fixes of Revenge againſt a Man, who was the Father of 
the Infant ſhe was going to bring into the World. 

. Tnzsz Sentiments, which tho' they cou'd not be 
called the Effects of Love, proceeded from ſomething 
nearly approaching to that Paſſion, and ſeemed ſo na- 
tural to Lucia, that finding but weak Reaſons to com- 
bat againſt them, ſhe made uſe of only ſuch, as might 
keep Leocadia from indulging a fruitleſs Flame for a 
Perſon, whom, in all probability, ſhe wou'd never ſee, 
or ſeeing, never know: And this prudent Girl knew 
ſo well how to infuſe into her Mind the Principles 
which ſhe thought wou'd be of moſt ſervice to her, 
that by degrees ſhe divided her Ideas, and preſerved 
all the Tenderneſs for the Child, while ſhe -eftran- 
ged from her Heart all vain Regards for the Father. 
ITwas thus the time paſſed on, till the time arrived, 
when Leocadia preſented her Father with a Grand- 
f . 5 celebrated only by a Torrent of 
4 EATS, * 
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How vx, Don Lewis de Zagreda, aſſiſted by the 
induſtrious Lucia, took ſuch Precautions, that all the 
reſt of the Family were intirely ignorant of Leocadia's 
Diſtemper. Lucia had provided a Nurſe long before 
the time, to whom ſhe ſaid, that a Perſon of her Ac- 
quaintance, who lived in the Country, was to come and 
lie- in at Toledo, and that ſhe wou'd bring her to her as 
ſoon as the Child was born ; but that being the leaſt of 
her Intentions, Leocadia was no ſooner delivered, than 
ſhe took the Babe, and having carefully wrapp'd it up, 

t it into a little Baſket, and carried it out of t 

ouſe, in the ſight of every body, who little ſuſpected 
what Burden it was, ſhe had under her Arm. She then 
gave it into the Charge of the Nurſe, telling her, that 
the Mother expired in bringing it into the World, and 
that it wou'd be wholly inſignificant for her to go into a 
Houſe which was all in Confuſion. Theſe Words being 
accompanied with a large Purſe of Gold, prevented the 
Nurſe from concerning herſelf about the Truth of what 
was ſaid to her. Thus they ; the one with an 
Aſſurance, that ſhe wou'd be frequent in her Viſits, and 
the other proteſting, he wou'd take all poſſible Care of 
the Charge committed to her. | | 

NerTHER of them failed in the Promiſe made each 
other; the Tenderneſs of the Nurſe appeared in the 
Countenance of the Child'; and Lucia, who went there 
three or four times every Week, had the Satisfaction to 

acquaint Leocadia, ſhe had not been deceived in the 
Choice ſhe had made. 

Tn1s beautiful Lady regain'd her Health in a ſhort 
time, and all her Charms ſeem'd to ſhine with greater 
Luſtre than before her Indiſpoſition ; but ſhe paſſed her 
Days in fo cloſe a Solitude, and ſo ſhut up from the 


. World, that her own Family were the only Witneſſes of 

A the Progreſs of her Perfections. 

N Dow Lewis perceiving that ſhe grew now to an ad- 
vanced Age, for ſo they call it after fifteen, and that 
l there was now no Appearance of ever being able to diſ- 


cover the Author of her Misfortune, was continuall 
perſuading her to think on Marriage, telling her, if 
| | ike 
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the wou d once reſolve to enter into that State, he wou'd 
take care to provide a Huſband for her, ſuch as ſhe 

d not but l But ſhe entreated and conjured 
. in ſuch preſſing Terms, not to conſtrain her Tac 
nations, Which, ſhe aſſured him, were wholly averſe to 
any n of that nature, that he at length gave 
over, and permitted her to live according to own 
Humour. 
_ LUCTA fill continued her Viſits to the Infant, whom 
they named Carles, and the Affair was too beneficial to 
the Nurſe, for her not to do all the Offices of her Func. 
tion with the greateſt Aſſiduity ; but he was no ſooner 
arrived at that Age, wherein Children are ordinarily 
taken from Nurſe, than Don Lewis made him be 
brought to his Houſe, as the Son of a Brother he had 


in Valencia, who had been ſent to Tolede, to be brought 


up under his Care. 

In the Title of his Nephew, he was allowed ſuch 
Education, as befitted a Child of his Age and Conditi- 
tion ; Leocadia, who, to the Eyes of the World, ap- 

d but as his Couſin, took the extremeſt Care of 
vi; and her Tenderneſs for him was the greater, as 
6 $609 potlg tay - hoof coke he was the ſole 
Obje&t of that Love her Heart abounded with. The 
Beauty of the young Don Carlos, the Vivacity of his 
Wit, which he made known even in the firſt Words he 
2 * and the extreme Fondneſs he teſtified for Leoca- 

and Don Lewis, rendered him ſo dear to them, that 
they were ſome Moments in which they heſitated, if 
they ſhou'd be ſorry for the Accident, which occaſioned 
the Birth of ſo promiſing a young Charmer. 
_ His Reaſon and good Underſtanding advanced fo 
faſt above his Years, that Don Lewis found himſelf o- 
bliged to provide Maſters for him long before he at- 
tained to that Age, in which Boys are generally taken 
from the Tuition of the Women ; and this early begin- 
ning rendered him, at ſeven Years old, the Prodigy of 
e It Nn to make 
appear part o races, which mig expected 
in Maturity —_ 
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and the admirable Proportion of his Limbs, he 
certain Air of Greatneſs which diſtinguiſh'd him above 
all thoſe of his Age, who were admitted to partake of 
his innocent Pleaſures; a Wit fold and penetrating, ac- 
compained with the moſt charming Sprightlineſo, and 
— ſo undeſcribably attractive in his Perſon and 
Actions, as made it abſolutely impoſſible to fee him 
without loving, 

Hz had no other Likeneſs of his Mother, than ſome- 
what of the Air of the Family ; and his Beauty 


— — that be reſembled his 
Father, and inſentbly ; in her Soul the Incli- 
nation ſhe had for — 2 without ever having ſeen 
him. 

Ir my Raviſher, faid ſhe to her Confidante, has given 
me his Picture in this amiable Child, how unhappy am 
I, my dear Lucia, to have been able to to. infobe king 
with no more than a blind, lawleſs, and t Paſ 
ſion; and how bleſt _ ht I have been, cou'd I have 
made him burn with a more worthy of me 
1 wok oem rn continued ſhe, with 
_— and how greatly is my Fate to be de- 


2 — Years being now entirely paſſed over in theſe 
Reflections and Regrets, and neither Leocadia or Don 
Lewis her Father, yet able to diſcover any thing con- 
cerning her Rape, they to loſe all hope of it; 
and to. Goes hembolves.ap. taken up with no other 
care than that of the Education of Don Carlos, who 
was now their only Conſolation, when a new Misfor- 
tune arrived to diſturd the Tranquillity they expefted to 
enjoy. 

Tuis beloved Child was one Day diverting him- 
ſelf with ſome of his young Companions, in a Place 
2 diſtant from Don Lewi,'s Houle, having with 

m only one Valet de Chambre, who had Orders ne- 
ver to be out of his fight. The Vivacity of his Na- 
ture making him run too precipitately along the fide 
of a * he happened to fall down in the Inſtant 

that 
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that a Chariot, drawn with eight Mules, who ſeemed 
rather to fly than march, was coming that way, and in 
its rapid Courſe went over his Body, leaving him, in all 
appearance, dead. At this Accident, the Cries of the 
People, and of thoſe who were' in the Chariot, obliged 
him that drove it, to put a' ſtop to his Career. Then 
the Count de Ribeiros, a G of Spain, and the 
Counteſs his Spouſe, to whom that Equipage belong d, 
deſcended” haſtily from the Chariot, and excited by 
Compaſſion and Generoſity, ran to the young Carlos, 
and took: him in their Arms. His excellent Beauty, in 
ſpite of the Blood that diſcolour'd his Face, fo ſtruck 
ir Eyes, and Grief for ſo ſad a Chance, had pene- 
trated their Hearts with ſuch a Tenderneſs for him, 
that they wou'd permit no-body to touch him, but 
themſelves ; and finding he had yet Life in him, re- 
mounted with him, laying him acroſs their Knees, and, 
in that Poſture, carried him to their Palace, where they 
made him be put into a Bed; and the beſt Surgeons 
were immediately ſent for, to take care of the Hurts 
he had received. | 
Tuts amiable Child, who had regain'd his Spirits, 
= the tender Careſſes given him by the Count and 
unteſs, remembred what had happened to him ; and 
finding himſelf between the Arms of Perſons unknown 
to him, and in a magnificent Bed and A ent, ſeem- 
ed neither abaſhed nor diſconcerted at it; but returned 
the Embraces they gave him with ſo charming a Grace, 
as perfectly aſtoniſhed Don Fernand de Ribeiros, and Ste- 
phama his = ; who confeſſed they had never ſeen 
any thing ſo worthy their Admiration. But giving 
Truce to their tender Civilities, that he might have his 
"Wounds dreſs'd, they heard with an inexpreflible Joy, 
that he had none mortal, having only ſome light Con- 
tuſions on his Body, and one Cut in his Head, which, 
thro' care, wou'd be no way dangerous, and was the 
only Place, whence the Blood iſſued, which had given 
them ſo much 4 — for him. Foe: Surgeons, = 
ever, after having applied proper things to him, orde 
He ſhou'd not be obliged to — . 1 
| | we 
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Tus Counteſs de Ribeires (at on the fide of the Bed, 
nor wou'd be 5 from him; and as the Habit he 
had on, was rich enough to make her think he was of 


an elevated Condition, ſhe prayed him, kiffing him at 


the ſame time with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, to tell her 
his Name, and that of his Family : On which, without 
the leaſt heſitation, and with an Air that charmed her 
more than ever, I am called Carlos, ſaid he, and am 
Nephew to Don Lewis de Zagreda, who loves me as his 
Son, and who, without doubt, wou'd have been already 
here, if he had been informed of this "Accident. 
While he was ſpeaking, the Eyes of the Count and 
Counteſs ſwam in Tears in ſpite of them; and they 
felt the fame Emotions of Love, Admiration and Com- 


paſſion for this charming Boy, as\they wou'd have done 


for one of their own Blood. 

He had no ſooner named Don Lewis de Zagreda, than 
the Count de Ribeiras, who knew him Aly, order- 
n 2 Chariet to be made ready to fetch him to his Pa- 

e | | 

In the mean time, the Valet, who had been wit- 
neſs of the Misfortune of Don Carlos, not doubting 
but he was dead, and almoſt out of himſelf with De- 
ſpair, ran home, and in the moſt frantick manner re- 


lated the dreadful Tidings to Don Lewis. Leocadie + 


was preſent when he came in, and forgetting all the 
Reaſons ſhe had to conceal how nearly ſhe was inte- 
reſted in his Fate, flew directly to the Place where the 


Servant told her he had left him. A great Number of 


People having aſſembled themſelves there, ſhe was told 
by them, without Order or Congruity, the Accident of 
the Child, and the generous Behaviour of the Count 
and Counteſs, every one relating it after a different Fa- 
ſhion ; but Leocadia finding, in the end, that he was in 
their Palace, wou'd have run thither on foot, tho" it 


was at a conſiderable diſtance, if Don Lewis had not 


come that Moment with his Equipage, and they went 
together. 


uv entered juſt as the Count had given orders 
for the Chariot to fetch 75 Lewis ; News was 
X no 
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no ſooner brought him of their Arrival, than both he 
and the Counteſs came to receive them. 

I am extremely troubled, faid the Count to Don 
Lewis, that to ſo unhappy an Occaſion I owe the Ho- 
nour of ſeeing you here; but, Signior Don Lewis, be 
comforted, I affure you, there is nothing to fear for 
your admirable Nephew ; with whom the Counteſs and 
myſelf are ſo much charmed, that he is no leſs dear to 
us than to yourſelf, 

Ws they held this Diſcourſe, and Don Lew; 
was replying with all the Reſpect due to the great Qua- 
lity of Don Fernand de Ribeiros ; the Counteſs embraced 
Leocadia, who having lifted up her Veil, diſcovered ſo 
perfect a Beauty, that the retreated ſome Steps, 
to ſatisfy the Aſtoniſhment the Sight of ſo many Charms 
had inſpired her with. Ah! cry'd ſhe, renewing her 
Careſſes, has Don Lewis all this time concealed an An- 

in his Houſe [Has he been in poſſeſſion of 
uch a Treaſure as this, and wou'd ſuffer none of his 
Friends to congratulate him upon it? Leacadia 
reply'd to theſe Words, with a Wiſdom and Modelly, 
which compleated the gaining of Szephania's Heart, 
! 
A ent where n » While 
Count did the ſame b 8 | | 

Wuxx this beautiful Child perceived them Fong 
into the Room, he raiſed himſelf upon his Pillow, an 
ſtretching out his Arms, Signior, ſaid he, addreſſing 

himſelf to Don 2 the Hurts I have ſuſtained are 
nothing in compariſon. with. the Honours I have re- 
ceived from the Generoſity of theſe noble Perſons. Don 
Lewis embraced. him: with Tears of Joy ; and Judging 
of Leocadia's Impatience, withdrew to give her place. 
The Careſſes ſhe gave her Son, and thoſe ſhe- received 
from him, were ſo lively and touching, that Don Lewis 
fearing they would appear extraordinary to the Count 
and Counteſs, who never had their Eyes off Don Car- 
las, endeavoured to divert their Attention by ſpeaking 
in this manner: : 

Mr Daughter, ſaid he, has taken upon herſelf the 
care of bringing up this Child; ſhe loves him 3 
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* ame Tenderneſs as if he were ber Brother ; therefore 
the Tranſports ſhe is in, at finding him in a Condition 
ſo much leſs to be feared than ſhe expected, cannot be 
wondered at, | "oil 
I BELIEVE there are none that can avoid loving him, 
reply d Stephania ; the firſt moment I beheld him, I felt 
for bo. ntiments equal to thoſe I muſt have been in- 
ſpired with at the ſight of my own Son, in ſo dreadful 
a Situation. ——Alas! continued ſhe, obliging them to 
fit, every Look of his brings to my mind the firſt Years 
of a Son ſo dear to me, that his long Abſence ſpreads a 
Night of Sadneſs over all my Happineſs It is now, 
urſued ſhe, burſting into Tears, near ſeven Years ſince 
e has quitted us in ſo cruel and ſo ſtrange a manner as 
never will go out of my Memory ——— We were 
four Years without knowing to what Part of the World 
his Travels were directed, or if he were yet living, 
and ſince we have been informed he is in Flanders, 
we are not leſs afflicted by his obſtinate refuſing to re- 
turn, Pardon me, Don Lewis, added ſhe, that I enter- 
tain you with things in which you can have no Con- 
cem ; but Don Carle; is the Caufe. All his Perſon and 
his Behaviour are accompanied with thoſe Graces I 
found in my Son, when of his Age; and tho' he was 
twenty three Years old when he departed, yet had he 
not loſt that Delicacy in his Features and Complexion, 
which I now fee in this amiable Child. In 
fine, there is ſo perfect a Reſemblance between them, 
as ſurprizes me, pleaſes me, and at the ſame time 
pains me, . | 
DvuzinG this Diſcourſe, Levcadie being a little reco- 
vered from the Trouble and Confuflen the Misfortune 
of Don Car/os had involved her ing began to be more 
attentive to the Objects that offerell themſelves to her 
View. The Magnificence of the Apartment attracted 
her Eyes, and put her in mind of that where her 
Unhappineſs had commenced. She ſaw a Cabinet ex- 
aaly reſembling that whence ſhe had taken the Crok : 
She ſaw the Windows of the Room defended reat 
Iron Bars from top to bottom, juſt as ſhe had found 
thoſe the had endeavoured to make her Eſcape 


„ 12 from, 
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from, the Night of her Raviſhment. The Form of the 
Chamber was alſo the ſame with that ; the 
Bed, and all the moveables were alike pla 
more ſhe looked about her, the more 
agitated : But continuing to examine 
remembred the Tapiſtry, the Gold Fringe, 
Work of the Chairs, which were of 
with thoſe ſhe had counted that fatal Night; and all 
„ er Arie a Place ſo ever preſent to her Thoughts, 
an univerſal Shivering ſeized on every Part, and the laf 
Words of Stepbania compleating the Aſſurance of what 
ſhe cou'd not but before imagine, ſhe fell in a Swoon, 
in the Arms of that Lady near whom ſhe was fitting, 


The End of the firſt Part. 
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SEVENTEENTH DAY, 


O unexpected an Accident filled every ona 

wich Surprize and Grief: Don Lewis ſup- 

J poling it only to proceed from the Re- 

mains of that Terror ſhe had been in for 

= Don Carlos, intreated the Counteſs, that 

dhe might be conducted into another 

r the Benefit of the Air, that being kept ex- 

tremely cloſe on account of the Child. Stephania, who 

had the ſame Imagination, made one of her Women 

take Leocadia under one Arm, while ſhe ſupported, her 

under the other, and ſo led her into her own Apart- 

=_ where was a large Balcony open to a — 
arden. | 

Tus the Counteſs, aſſiſted by her Women, un- 

faſined her Garments, doing all they cou'd for.her Reco- 

y; but perceiving, that the more of her was unveil'd, 

The more Graces ſhe diſcovered, they cou'd not help 
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giving her ſuch Praiſes, one to the other, as had ſhe 
been capable of hearing, would have made her almoſt 

die with Shame. The ſweet Water, however, that 
they threw on her Face, and the Ve at length reſtored 
her ſpirits ; and finding herſelf half among fo 
many People, a modeſt Crimſon covered all her Face, at 
the ſame inſtant that a Torrent of Tears, too long re- 
ftrain'd, burſt, with the utmoſt violence, from her Eyes, 
The Counteſs was pierced to the Heart, to ſee her in 
this Pity-moving Poſture,- and tenderly kiſſing her; 
Beautiful Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, recolle& yourſelf, and calm 
theſe Tranſports of a Grief, for which there is no 
Cauſe; I do aſſure you, there is nothing to fear for Don 
Carlos; diſturb not then, the Joy we have to find him 
in ſo 2 a State, by putting us into new Apprehen 
ſions for you. oy : My 
 ZLEOCADTA could no otherwiſe reply to theſe obli- 
ging Words, than by kiſſing the hands of her who ſpoke 
them, and bathing them with her Tears; while, at 
the ſame time, her Boſom ſent forth Sighs ſo deep, and 
in ſuch ſwift Succeſſion, as gave the other ſufficient 
room to imagine, ſomething of greater Conſequence to 
Her, than the Indiſpoſition of Don Carlos, was the Sub- 
ject of ſo extraordinary an Affection. In this Conjec- 
ture, having made all her Women withdraw, ſhe took 
the diſconſolate Beauty in her Arms, and embracing 
her with all the Marks of an unfeigned Affection, 
Charming Leocadia, ſaid ſhe, if the Agitations I fee 
you in, are occaſioned by any Misfortune more conſi- 
derable than the Accident that has happened to ygur 
Couſin; and if you think I love, and am capable of 
ſerving you, I entreat, I conjure you to declare it to 
rk, am reſolved, that neither you nor Don Carlos 
ſhall depart from my Houſe, till his Cure js fully per- 
fected therefore, look on me as your Friend 
as your Mother; in fine, as a Woman who feels both 
for you and him, the moſt tender Emotions. 
How happy wou'd it be for me, Madam, anſwer- 
ed Leocadia, and how much more happy than it is 
now miſerable, wou'd my Condition be, if I were % 
you wou'd always retain the fame Sentiments | BU 
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continued ſhe, L muſt make a Proof of it. my Fate 


obliges me to do it, whatever ſhall be the Conſequence. 
Ul have a ſurprizing Story, Madam, to acquaint 
you with riſque every W—_—_—_ N it, 
but your Goodneſs, and thoſe interior Motions you ſpeak 
of, in favour of Don Carlos, makes me think I ſhould 
riſque yet more in keeping filence But, Madam, 
added ſhe, permit my Father may come into this Room, 
and that he alone may be witneſs of the Secret I am a- 
bout to confide in you —— You may afterwards make- 
what uſe you, pleaſe of it, and are at liberty to commu 
nicate it to the, Count your Spouſe. 

 STEPHANTA, whoſe Curioficty, as well as Tender- 
neſs, was greatly heightened by theſe Words, ſent for 
Don Lewis, to come into her Apartment, and defired 
the Count to remain in that of Don Carlos, for Reaſons 
which ſhe bid her Woman tell him he ſhould after be 
informed of. Her Will was punctually obfery'd; and 
as ſoon as Don Levis entered, Signior, ſaid Leocadia to 
him, it is now time to break that filence we have fo 
long preſerved ; but before I begin the Account I am to 
give, if you have about you the Jewel I committed to 
your Charge, I beg you will ſhew it to Madam the 
2 perhaps ſhe may have ſome Knowledge of the 

ner. 

- Don Lewis was in the utmoſt Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe of his, Daughter ; but knowing her Modeſty 
and Prudence, Judged ſhe muſt have ftrong Convictions 
to enable her to take ſuch a Reſolution ; and immedi- 
ately took a Box out of his Pocket, which be always 
carried about him, and having opened it, preſented to 
the Counteſs that. Diamond Coll Leocadia had taken 
from the Cabinet of her Raviſher. I never, ſaid he, 
without this, in hope the Juſtice of Heaven will, in 
ſome lucky Hour, diſcover to me the Maſter. 

STEPHANIA bad no ſooner caſt her Eyes upon it, 
than, without regarding the laſt Words of Don Lewis, 

Have I, owl ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the 


Owner of this Croſs ! who can doubt it, fince it belongs 


o-my Rodo/pho / that dear Son of whom you heard me- 
$2 — rr 
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that Day that their Majeſties honoured him with the 
Order of Calatravea :——l aw. f he had taken it 
with him, and cannot comprehen 
fell into your hands. | 
IT was by an Adventure, replied Leocadia, ſo cruel 
to me, that I cannot remember it without Horror: 
Then, with a Voice frequently interru with Sighs, 
- ſhe recounted all that paſſed between and her Ra 
viſher, not forgetting any Circumſtance which might 
prove the Truth of her Words, and the Manner by 
which ſhe came by the Croſs. The exact Reſemblance, 
continued ſhe, between the Chamber whence I took 
this Jewel, and that wherein I found my Son, and that 
which you ſay is between the Features of your Son and 
this Child, and the time you tell me Rodo/pho has been 
e, all ſerve to confirm me, I have no where elſe to 
eek the Undoer of my Honour, Fear, Hope and Grief, 
on. the firſt Surprize, threw me into the Condition you 
have ſeen: All that perplexes me, is, that I paſſed that 
_ Ni Ms. thro* a . Cones which at en | 
to not, that little expecting the Diſcovery 
I _ have made, I.did not count the Number of the 
Stairs; but well I remember, thoſe my Raviſher made 
me deſcend were fifteen. | 
'T1s. enough, cried the Counteſs, throwing herſelf, 
in Tears, on the Neck of Leocadia; there needs no 
more to prove, it is my own Blood that runs in the. 
Veins of Carlos my immediate Inclinations 
for him, the Agonies I felt at ſeeing him hurt, the 
Pleaſure it gave me to embrace him, and the exact Si- 
militude between him and Rode/pho, are greater Aſ- 
ſurances to me than all Obſervations 
dear Leocadia, added ſhe, henceforward I ſhall 


is W 
ever to a Perſon the moſt worthy in the 


by what Chance it 
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of Happineſs in a more elevated Degree, than if you 
had never known a con State. 

Tux, impatient that the Count de Ribeiros was ſo 
long ignorant of the Subject of their Entertainment, 
ſhe made him be called; and without giving him time 
to ſpeak to Don Lewis or his Daughter, recited to him 
all that ſhe had learned from Leocadia. 

Tais Nobleman, to whom Honour was ever ſacred, 
and who look'd on Juſtice as a Virtue moſt becoming 
the Dignity of Man, had the ſame Sentiments on this 
Affair as his illuſtrious Spouſe ; and as Nature had 
work'd no leſs ſtrongly in him at the Sight of Don Car- 
los, he was as rongly convinced of the Truths told- 
him. He embraced Don Lewis, and conjured him to 
forget the Crime of Rods/pho, ſince he wou'd make him 
repair it ſo gloriouſly to Leocadia, that nothing ſhou'd 
be wanting to her Satisfaction Then turning to 
Leocadia, he gave her Careſſes not inferior in Tender- 
neſs to thoſe ſhe had received from Stepbania. But the 
Soul of this beautiful Lady was wholly diffolved in Joy 
and Gratitude ; ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, in ſpite 
of the Efforts he made to hinder her, and not being 
able to find Words expreſſive enough to make known 
what paſſed in her Heart, ſhe embraced his Knees, then 
thoſe of the Counteſs, kiſs'd their hands; and in this 
dumb Rhetorick, teſtified, better than her Tongue cou d 
have done, the Exceſs of her Contentment. 174 

Ar laſt, Don Fernand vais d her from the Ground, 
and taking her in his Arms, and calling her a thouſand 
times his deareſt Daughter, entreated her to give over 
her Tears, and her too great Reſpects; told her, he 
look'd on her Alliance as honourable, and that if there 
was ſome difference between his Eſtate and that of Don 
Lewis, he thought himſelf happy in the Advantage, 
only becauſe it gave him power to render her one of 
the richeſt Women in all Spain. Theſe generous Rx- 
preſſions cou'd not be unanſwered in the moſt thankful 
manner by Don Lewis, who, in ſpite of the Nobility of 
his Bl had never hoped to give his Daughter a 
Halband' of the Rank of the Count de Ribeires, 
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Wurm the firſt Tranſports of Joy and Gratitude were 
a little over, Stephania told Leocadia, that ſhe had not 
been deceived in any thing ſhe had remarked in her 
Palace; that the Door by which Rode/pho uſed ordina- 
rily to enter his Apartment, was in another Court, which 
had an Entry at the foot of the Stairs the Number of 
Which was as ſhe had faid. And I am no longer aſto- 
niſhed, purſued ſhe, at the ſtrange Faſhion in which he 
uitted us, nor the obſcure Meaning contain'd in that 
Letter we found in his Chamber, after his Departure, 
addreſs'd to his Father: According to the Date of that 
Letter, and the time of Locadis's being carry'd off, it 
muſt be wrote the next day after, We had been many 
days without ſeeing him, and our blind Affection having 
given him too great a Liberty, we were beginning to 
nt ourſelves of it ; and being greatly diſquieted to 
hear he had made choice of Perſons for his Companions 
and Friends, who were irregular in their Conduct, and 
dangerous in their Principles, we were conſulting on 
meaſures to draw him off from ſuch Society, when one 
of his People brought us a Letter which he had left on 
his Table. | 
In ſpeaking this, the Counteſs opened a little filla- 
grene Trunk, that ſtood upon her Toilet, and havin 
taken out a Paper, read it to Don Lewis and Leocadia ; 
it ined theſe Words. . 


$. 'To the Count Dx RiBxiROs, 


| My Lord, | 
'”, 66 HE Folly and Wantonneſs of Youth have made 
« me act in a manner fo little worthy of my 


„Hirth, or that noble Education you have given me, 
«« that I cannot, without ſhame, appear before your 
« Eyes, or remain any longer in To/edo The Re- 
« membrance of my Faults fills me with ſuch an abun- 
« dant Horror, that I ſhou'd think it happy for me, if 
« this laſt Night were the laſt of my Life——T therefore 
go to ſearch in other Countries thoſe glorious Princi- 
« ples of Honour and Virtue you have endeavour'd to 


N inſpire 
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« inſpire me with; — where, if my Remorſe for 
„ what I have done does not quit me, at leaſt, my Vi- 
« ces will not follow me, and you will have no further 
« Cauſe to bluſh for having given to the World, 


« The unſortunate RopoLPao, 
J . 


Tuis Letter, ſaid Don Fernand, involved us in the 
utmoſt Perplexity; we cou'd not gueſs of What Fault, 
or what Mis fortune it was he ſpoke; but being too well 
aſſur'd his Conduct had. been irregular, I was not ſorry 
he had taken a Reſolution to travel: As we cou'd not, 
on the moſt} diligent Enquiry, hear to what place he 
was gone, we concluded he went incognita, and by a 
ſictitious Name. Y ow muſt believe, however, the 
Trouble it gave us both, eſpecially Scenbania, when a 
long Courſe of time roll'd on, without either ſeeing him 
return, or being able to learn the leaſt News concernin 
him It is not yet three Months ſince an Acct- 
dent diſcovered to us that he was in Flanders; ſince 
which we have wrote ſeveral Letters to him, filled with 
Perſuaſions to return, but altogether in vain. He gave 
us for Anſwer, that Death would be lels terrible to him, 
than the ſight, of Toledo But, continued the Count, 
he ſhall no longer be Maſter of himſelf, I will ſend one 
of my Gentlemen pot to him, who ſhall not quit him, 
till he has brought him to me. | | * 

Tuis Reſolution of the Count 4, Ribeiros was imme- 
diately put in practice; the Gentleman was diſpatched, . 
with Letters the moſt preſſing that could be, and the 
moſt poſitive Command to Roga/pho: to return without 
delay. While Don Fernand and Stephania were thus 
employ d, Leocadia; paſſed the time with Don Caras, 
now giving a Looſe: to all her Tenderneſs, and in- 
dalging herſelf. for the firſt time in calling him her 
Son, and accompanying her Words with Millions of 
Kifles, all which . Child returned with the ſame 


Ardeney; bat not being , accuſtomed to the tender 


Title ſhe gave him, and not daring to call her Mo- 
ther, was demanding the Reaſon; when the Coun- 


teſs, having done Wiiting, came into the Chamber, 


and 


- 
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and hearing the Witty manner in which he queſtioned 

Leocadia, drew near to him, and taking him by the 
hand, Ves, Don Carlos, ſaid ſhe, the incomparable Leo- 
cada is no longer your Couſin, but your Mother, nor 
muſt you call her 8 any other Name henceforth. 

Tuis amiable Child, far from being aſtoniſhed at ſo 
unexpected a Piece of News, ſtretched out his Arms to 
Leocadia, and repaid with Uſury all the Careſſes ſhe had 
ven him: I am charm'd, cried he, I am charm'd to 
nd I have ſach a Mother; but who then is my 
Father? Will you not give me a Father alſo? Yes, I 


eaſure in hearing him ſpeak, and you ſhall know him 
very ſoon. 
Taz greateſt part of the Day was taken up in theſe 
Endearments ; and the Count and Counteſs being abſo- 
lutely reſolved not to part with Leocadia, obliged her to 
conſent to remain in their Palace,» where they allotted 
her a magnificent Apartment adjoining to their own ; 
and as Don Carlos ſeemed too far from them in that of 
Rodolpho, they made him be removed to a fine Pavillion 
at the end of a Gallery, which led to the Counteſs's 
Antichamber. In fine, nothing could be added to what 
the Count de Ribeiro and Strphania did, on this occa- 
fion, to expreſs the real Affection they had both for the 
Mother and the Son; and Don Levis, who wou'd not 
be prevailed on to ſtay, returned to his Houſe, more 
overwhelmed ual and Gratitude, than he had left 
it with Concern and Grief. 
Tax beautiful L-ocadia won'd have none of her own 
Women to attend her in this Palace, but the faithful 
Lucia; pot only becauſe ſhe wou'd not be too incom- 
modious to her generous Hoſteſs, bat alſo becauſe ſhe 
wou'd have none but that Confidant witneſs of what 
paſſed, The Hurts of the young Don Carlos were cu- 
red in eight Days, and his Health perfectly re eftabliſh- 
ed. During this time, the Counteſs and her noble 
Spouſe having gained a more perfect Knowledge of Leo- 
codia, rega er as a Miracle of Wit and Virtue : 
Her Sweetneſs and Complaiſance made her Miſtreſs of 
ll the Hearts in that Palace, and equally — 


8 you, replied Szephania, who took an extreme 
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her Beauty, Character, and Accompliſhments, had no 
fewer Conqueſts than there were Perſons to behold her. 
Don Lewis came there every day, and not one paſſed” 
over without his receiving Millions of Ble ſrom 
the Count and Counteſs, for being the Author of a Per- 
ſon ſo every way EI and perfect. 

As ſhe play d to admiration on ſeveral Sorts of muſi- 
cal Inſtruments, and had the fineſt Voice in the World, 
all the Evenings were devoted to that Amuſement; and 
tho", according to the Cuſtom of Spain, no Strangers 
were admitted to thoſe Entertainments, yet Leocadia did 
not want a great number of Admirers, among thoſe who 
were of the Blood of the Count or Counteſs de Ribeirss, 
and for that reaſon, had the Privilege of ſeeing and 
hearing her. _ "et 

Ir was thus that they found means to ile the 
length of time, which muſt needs elapſe before they 
cou'd hear News of Rodo/pho, which they all expected 
with a ſufficient Impatience, but Leocadin with the moſt. 
This lovely Creature now ſceing herſelf at liberty to 
pong her Inclination, without any Shame, delivered 

erſelf up intirely to it; but in the midſt of her hope: 
of her being in a ſhort time the Wife of Rodo/pho, the 
Fears of not being loved by him, mingled with thoſe 
other more agreeable Ideas; and as ſhe concealed no- 
thing from her dear Lucia, ſhe often entertained her on 
this Theme: A vicious and ungovernable Wantonneſs, 
{aid ſhe to her, enflam'd him once with a defire of 
poſſeſſing me, without having ſcarce ſeen me; and, 
perhaps, after the firſt Tranſports, deteſting his Deport- 
ment, cou'd not ſee the occaſion of it without Pain; 
and my feeble Attractions, far from giving birth to a 
laudable Paſſion in his Heart, have excited only In- 
difference, and it may be, added ſhe with a Sigh, Con- 
tempt. | 7 

LUCTI 4, who was of a gay, ſprightly Diſpoſition, / 
wou'd not fuffer her to continue in an Apprehenſion, 
which ſeemed to her to have ſo weak a Foundation; 
and ſeeing every” thing ſueceed ſo much beyond their 
Hopes, gave herſelf a greater Liberty of Speech than 
was uſual with her on this occaton, I judge quite 

| other. 
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otherwiſe, Madam, ſaid ſhe, of the Sentiments of Py. 
3 1 If the ſight of you but for half a Moment inſpi- 
him with a Paſſion he was unable to reſiſt, what 
ſhall become of him, to behold thoſe thouſand Charms 
which he had not time then to examine? I rather ap- 
rehend, continued ſhe, laughing, that after what - 
fa been compelled to do by an imperfect ſight of you, 
he will entirely loſe his Reaſon, when he ſhall view the 
whole Luſtre of your Beauty. 

By ſuch like diſcourſes, ſhe diſſipated all the Diſ- 
quiets of her Miſtreſs. But while every. one in the Pa- 
lace ſeem'd to, vie with, the other in manifeſting their 
Zeal and Attachment to the amiable Leocadie, the Gen- 
tleman who was ſent to Rodalpho, found him at Gaunt, 
where the Archduke then kept his Court : He was held 
there in an Eſteem and Conſideration which, might have 
ſatisfied the utmoſt wiſhes of a vain Heart, and cou'd 
not but have been pleaſing to his, if that which paſſed 
in his Mind had left any Remains of Self. love. But 
all the Honours he received from the Prince, the Friend- 
ſhips he had made with the Courtiers, and the Amule- 
ments with which that Palace abounded, had not the 
power to eraſe the Memory of that laſt Night he had 
paſſed at Toledo: His injured Unknown purſu him every 
where; the Sound of her Voice was perpetually in his 
Ears, and, in ſpite of the Diverſity of Places thro' 
which his Curioſity had carried him, the Rarities of 
Traly, and the Beauties of France, he was always poſ- 
ſels d by the Object of his Remorſe, and of his Love; 
and tho his Love took riſe from that very Offence which 
ordinarily deſtroys it in other Men, it the more firmly 
rooted, it in him; and all the Circumſtances of that 
Adventure, Which were never one moment from his 
Thoughts, making him appear hateful to himſelf, at 
the ſame time rendered the beautiful Occaſion more a- 
dorable; and, in the whole Courſe of his ſeven Vears 

nce, he neither found any Ceſſation to his Grief, 
nor Abatement in his Love, xe 

BuT that which greatly - added to his Trouble, was 
the Aſſurance, that it was the Unknown who had taken 
the Croſs out of his Cabinet, and, by that met: 

- wou' 
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wou'd diſcover the Author of her Rape. He had laid 
it in the Drawer of that Cabinet, when he left his A- 

tment, in order to go into the Country with his 
Friends, as he never took thoſe Marks of Diſtinction 
when he went upon a Party of Pleaſure; and havi 
the Key of that Chamber in his Pocket, no Perſon cou” 
have been in; it muſt therefore be the Unknown who 
had committed the Robbery, in hope of revenging what 
ſhe had ſuffered by him. Neither could he flatter him- 
ſelf with, being conceal'd, if ſhe expoſed that Croſs ; 
for tho' there were many of the Order, his was adarn'd' 
in a peculiar manner, and much richer than any of the 
others ;. and being a Preſent to him from the Queen, 


' wou'd be known to the whole Court. . 


Wren he reflected on this, and that the Woman for 
whom he burned with the extremeſt Paſſion, ſhou'd, 
know that it was Rodv/pho de Ribeiro from whom the 
had received ſo unpardonable an Outrage, he was ready 
to die with Shame and _ f 

Taz Agitations of his Soul were the more violent, in 
chat he had reſolved never to conſide ſo far in any Per- 
ſon, as to truſt them with the Secret of his Love and 
Grief. The ſtrongeſt Paſſions find ſome Eaſe in being 
communicated ; and as he refuſed that only Relief, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be continually torn with ſuch Emo- 
tions, as it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe.” * © * 

Ir was in this cruel Situation the Gentleman from 
his Father found him, and preſented to him his Diſ- 
patches. It is ſo natural for thoſe whoſe Minds are 
wholly taken up with any one thing, to imagine every 
thing they hear or ſee has a tendency to that, that it is 
not to be wondered at, that Rodo/þho imagining his Se · 
cret was diſcover'd, opened the Letters with a Terror - 
equal to his Impatience. That from the Count was in 
theſe Terms: with | 


To Ropo01eno DE. RIBEIROS. 
6 A* Affair of the moſt prefing nature, and of 


near concern to both our Honours, obliges 
„me to command your immediate return; heſitate 
| not 


. 
en not to obey me, if either my Glory or your own ha 
" Koi Ay rr rag 1 


7 


oo 


FzxnanDd DR RiBtiros, 
In that of Sepbania, he found theſe Words: 


To RopotPeno DE RiBEIROS, 


« FF HE Moment you receive theſe, my Son, quit 
« the Place you are in; the moſt cruel Affront in 
«« nature demands your Preſence at Told: And, ſince 
we have only you to agent the Glory of our Blood, 
« ſhew yourſel{ worthy of it, by your Eagerneſs to re- 
« turn, if you wou'd till find the ſame tender Mother 
« you hitherto have in 


STEPHANTA DE RiBEIROS. 


Tun Words front, Honour, and Glory, worked on 
Rodolpho all the Effect they were intended for: He pre- 
ſently imagin'd his Father had received ſome Outrage, 
and that he was called to waſh off the Affront in the 
Blood of his Enemy. In this Thought, an Ardency 
for Vengeance took up all his Breaft : Let us go, cry'd 
hes and ſhew Don Fernand, that Rodo/pho is his Son. 
t, Leonard, ſaid he, to the Gentleman that brought 
the Letters, can you tell me nothing of this Affair? 
Have you no farther Inſtructions for me than what is 
here contain'd? But he, who had orders to diſcover 
- nothing to him, reply'd, That his Commiſſion extended 
no fi , and that all he knew of the Matter was, 
that both the Count and Counteſs appeared greatly agi- 
tated when they put theſe Letters into his na: and 
had expreſsly charged him, not to return without effet- 
ing the Buſineſs he was ſent upon. There needed no 
more to oblige Rodo/pho to depart ; full of Courage, of 
Reſpect and Love to his Parents, he haſted to give them 
Proofs of it: And it was in this only Moment, that the 
Memory of his Unknown abandon'd him. * 


5 
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have 


dos, 
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He immediately put his Aﬀairs in order, took leave 
of the Archduke, and the other Nobility,- with whom 
he had been intimate, and came poſt with Leonard, who 
uitted him at a little diſtance 2 Toledo, to advertiſe 
e Count and Counteſs of his App ä 
Two Months were elapſed 2 22 Departure of 
Leonard, and Stephania was expecting every Moment, 
when he appeared with the joyful Tidings. The 
*r i of ſo tender a Mother, at hearing her dear 
s was ſo near at hand, after an bſence of 
dan 5 might well be expected to engroſs her 


| whole Soul,” at leaſt for ſome time; but they had al- 


ready reſolved in what manner they ſhou'd adus the 
Plan they had laid, that her Emotions did not hinder 
her in e leaſt from putting every thing in the order 


th had projected. - 
Sur . Leocadia and hey Don Carlos retire 

into an Apartment on the other fide of the Palace 

whence they were not to flir till be time th had 


concluded; and enjoined all the Servants to 

ey, on every thing 1 had paſſed: Which, every one 

hopin ward to have a ſhare in Pleaſure this Accident 
2 laſt create, was obſerved with the utmoſt 


Quality, 
* fine, Redolpho arrived, and tho' the 
a Man that rides poſt cou'd not have nac 70h 

he wou'd not. change it, that he mi he the better refify 
to the Count and Counteſs, the he made to 2 
their Commands. This Interview drew Tears of Joy 
and Tenderneſs from all Parties; and tho Don Fernand 
did his -utmoſt to maintain his Gravity, he, cou'd not 
reſtrain his Eyes from overflowing, when he beheld his 
Son at his Feet. 

' STEPHANIA embraced him a thouſand times: And 
this ſeven Years Abſence had made ſo advantageous an 
Alteration in his Perſon, that ſhe cou'd not help regard- 
ing him with admiration ; the Regularity of his Features, 
the uncommon Luſtre of his Eyes, the ExaQtneſs of his 
Shape, noble Stature, and that Air of Grandeur which 


accompanied the leaſt of his Actions, made him appear 


no 


i, 


Obedience, and charmed with the laudahle Impatience 


had known Ceſſation, returned with double Force into 
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vo leſs accompliſhed a Man, Leocadia was a Wo. x 

But that which attracted the By es of both the 
7, ah and Counteſs, was, in 0 in fo ite of x1 e difference be. fi 
tween Maturity and Childhood, i perfect Reſemblance 
the young Don Carlos had of him; and had they not 
been before confirmed by a thouſand Circumſtances of 
the Truths * had told them, this of itſelf had 
been enough. 

Tux fi Tranſports of their meeting were no ſooner 
over, than Rodolphe entreated his Father to let him 
know by what manner he cou N himſelf worthy 
to be bis Son, and repair the firſt Faults of his Youth, 
My Son, reply'd Don 732 Jam ſatisfied with your 


renner 


you. teſtify to anſwer the Demands of Duty and of Ho. 
— but the Affair, I wrote to you upon, is accom- 
modated, I was not offended in ſuch a manner, as cou'd 
admit no other Satisfaction than the Blood of the Of. 
fender; it was my firſt Emotions that dictated the Let- 
ter you received, but I have now more calm Reflections. 
owever I am not ſorry, I have acted in that faſhion, 
fince b Lo u are reſtored to your Family Go, 
. at Repoſe which 0 neceſſary after the fa- 
Wn of your Journey . To-morrow I will 
er ou with every thing you deſire D 
DOLP HO, w „ 5 his Father had no 
Inclination to Lek farther at preſent, , forbore to pref 
him on that Article, and deſired he wou'd permit 
only to By his Habit, and enjoy the Saihfattion of 
2 e Remainder of the Day with his Mother. At 
ords, he was conducted to his own Apartment, 
—ꝗ— all the ſad Ideas, which 
him, and, but in the hurry of his 


ſo long tormented 
ather's Commands, 


his Mind, on n Place which had been the Scene 
of that Crime, to Which they owed their Birth. He 
cou'd not ſee again that Chamber and that Bed, with - 
out being agitated with the moſt cruel Reſlexions 
His former Melancholy came now accompanied with 


Horror, to. which abandoning himſelf, he Ul ino.ſoch 
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1 Condition, that had Don Fernand or Stephania ſeen 


him that moment, it wou'd ſcarce have been poſſle 
for them to have known him. inks 
Tus Counteſs, in the mean time, judging of the Suſ- 
pence Leocadia muſt be in, had no ſooner quitted her 
Son, than ſhe went to her Apartment, where ſhe found 
her all in Tears, holding Dbn Carlos in her Arms, and 
begging of Heaven to inſpire Rade/pho de Ribeiras with 
the Sentiments of à Father for that N Child. Se- 
bania entreated ſhe wou'd not doubt it, and that ſhe. 
wou'd uſe her utmoſt Efforts to compoſe herſelf, for the 
better Accompliſhment of the Deſign they had formed, 
That beautiful Lady had been ſo ſtruck with the Cries 
of Joy, which reſounded thro* the Palace on the Arri- 
val of Rodo/pho; and with the mixed and tumultuous 
Emotions of Hope and Fear, at the knowledge he was 
ſo near her, and that the Criſis, of her Happineſs or 
Miſery for ever was now at hand, that her very Soul 
ſeemed all diſſolved, and ſtreaming at her Eyes, The 
illuſtrious Stephania was a long time before ſhe cou 
diſſipate e e at laſt her Endea- 
yours ſucceeded, Leocadia grew more aſſured, and pra- 
miſed to bring herſelf into a Condition to. execute. her 
Pleaſure, with all the Reſolution that was 
or it. | 
Tus Counteſs. not being willing to give any Suſpicien 
to her Son by a too — Au CE her own 
Apartments as ſoon as ſhe had a little ſettled the mind 
of Leocadia;z and Ne to whom. the. fight of his 
Lodgings was a perf Hell, was coming into the ex; 
cellent Stephania's Antichamber the Moment ſhe en- 
tered. Don Fernand well knowing his Preſence inſpi- 
red too great a Reſpect and Awe in his Son, to luer 
him to expreſs himſelf before him with that liberty 
he wiſhed, was already withdrawn, leaving his Wife 
to act in What manner ſhe thought fit, for the bet - 
ter Explication of Rodolpho's Sentiments, The Tender- 
neſs with which ſhe loved him, made her readily un- 
ertake this Taſk; and, in order to oblige. him to 
A Wer to her, omitted no, Careſſes that the fond- 


clt cqu'd, beſtow; but taking nggice of his, 


i 


profound 


* 
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» Rodolpho, ſaid ſhe, the Joy I have 
being perfect, ſince I perceive you 
ith me. That gloomy Pele 
fits upon your Brow, makes me 
of your Father has no longer any 

Charms for you, and that you have left at Gaunt, or 

ſame other Objects more agreeable to your Mind 
any you can find at Toledo. 

Tx1s Remark of Szephania's made Rodelpho figh, he 
" had not Command enough over himſelf to conceal ſo 
violent a Grief as he was now aſſailed with ; but con- 
ſtraining it as much as le, I ſwear to you, Madam, 
anſwered he, that To/edo contains all that is dear to me 
in . _ that * my 28 I have ne- 
ver an Object ca of making me forget, even 

for a moment, what Tlefs behind. N Us 

- Tax Counteſs had a much better Gueſs than he ima- 
gin'd, at the Meaning of theſe Words, but reſolyed to 
make him explain hamſelf: And why then, reſumed 

me, are you not rejoiced in ſeeing us again —— 0 
Wherefore did you quit us? For, in fine, Rodo/pho, con- 
tinued ſhe, I cannot think, but ſuch a precipitated De- 
parture as yours was, muſt be occaſioned by ſome very 
violent Diſcontent I know very well, that on 
po firſt attaining to the State of Man, you led a Liſe 

worthy of you; and had Companions, who drew 

into Irregularities I am unwilling to mention 

after all, my Son, I know no young Man exempt 
from Faults; you ought not for that reaſon have aban- 
doned us. Coa'd you not quit your Vices without quit- 
ting a Father Mother, who ſo tenderly loved you, 
who were eyer ready to forgive the falſe Steps you 
made; and whoſe Example and Precepts might have 
reconducted you in the Paths of Virtue? 

" SPEAK, my dear Rodelpho, nor diſguiſe to me the 
Cauſe of a Departure, which gave us ſo much Trouble. 
ou have now nothing to fear from our Reſent- 
ments We are fully convinced, you will re- 

ir all you have done, and one day give us much more 
ppineſs than ever you did Diſquiet therefore, 
you ought not to apprehend either Reproaches or Ri- 
gours 
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from us. 


Pie, 1 command you, the obſcure Meaning of that 
Letter you left on your Table; and, if you have any 
Sentiments of Duty or Tenderneſs for a Mother, to 
whom you have ever been ſo dear, refuſe me not this 
10 5 7 2 

Tuts ng Solicitation threw Nadolpho into 
utmoſt Confuſion z the Tears which his Mother cou'd 
not reſtrain from falling, while ſpeaking in this man- 
ner, made his flow faſt ; and his Heart, which had ne- 
ver yet diſhurden'd itſelf in the Breaſt of any Perſon, 
found this moment a kind of Sweetneſs in the liberty 
of doing it, at the feet of a Woman to whom he was 
bound by all the Ties of Blood, Nature, Duty and Af- 
ſection. Shame, however, made ſome Reſiſtance to the 
Defire he had of complying with her Demands; and 
before he was able to declare the ſhocking Story, look- 
ing on her with an Air the moſt ſad and piercing; Ah, 
** cry'd he, what a Confeſſion do you me 
to L 1:4 | | 

WHATEVER it be, reply'd Stephania haſtily, and wil- 
ling to take Advantage of the State ſhe ſaw him in, I 
again require it of you, and to embolden you to make 
it fully, I promiſe you an eternal Secrecy; and that 
Don Fernand himſelf ſhall never know it, if it be any 
thing unfit for him to hear. 2 

Tuis Aſſurance from a Mouth on which he cou'd fo 
well depend, the Teſtimonies of her Goodneſs to him, 
and above all, the Hope he had of finding Eaſe in the 
Communication of his Grief, determined him to make 
the Diſcovery. He remained ſome time with his Eyes 
fixed on the Earth, and his Arms acroſs his Breaſt, de- 
noting the inward Perplexity he was in: At laſt G 
ing ſuddenly his whole Poſture, he addreſſed her in 
theſe Terms. | 

BxLIE VE not, Madam, ſaid he, that I heſitate, if I 
ſhou'd obey you. I ſhou'd be indeed unworthy-of 
that Tenderneſs you have always ſhewn to me, if I 
ſhou'd any longer preſerve a Secret you are deſirous to 
be informed of. —— hut, Oh Heaven! how will 
the Reſpect I owe you permit me to make a Recital gf 

; 5 an 
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an Ad venture, the moſt ſhocking 


in the World 
— —4— err ——— 
the Favour 1 entreat of you is, that you will re. 
| —2 you have done ſo. 

Tarn, perceiving ſhe was attentive to what he was 
about to ſay, he recounted the Rape of Leocadia in the 
manner it ned, and as ſhe had before related, 
with cheſe Additions, of the Promiſe he had made his 
Friends, his Horror for that Promiſe, and the Beha- 
viour, which was afterwards inſpired by his Regret, 
the manner in which he had deceived his Companions, 
His Return to Leveadia, and his Diſcourſe with her. 
But tho' he took all Precautions neceſſary, to make hi; 
Exprefions ſuitable to the Chaſtity of the Ears of thoſe 
who heard him, he cou'd not ſpeak of the Violence of 
his Defire, and the Tranſports which compelled him to 
ſuch an Action, without bringing Bluſhes ſeveral times 
on the Face of the virtuous Sepia. However, he 
continued his Narration, and concluded it with the Re- 
folution he took the ſame Night, to go out of Spair, 
and rather abandon every thing, than remain in a 
Place which he had diſhonoured by ſo unworthy an 
Action. i 

Turs, Madam, ſaid he, is the Truth of what you 
commanded me to reveal; and the only Cauſe of my 
quitting you, and of that melancholy you obſerve in 
me at my Return. But, methinks, yd the Coun- 
refs, Time might eraſe the Memory of this Accident; 
and tho? your Crime was of the moſt grievous kind, I 
hope ſo long a Day of Penance, may be ſome Atone- 
ment for it It is true ind continued ſhe, 
that I did not expect an Account of this kind; but as 1 

ve you my Promiſe not to make you any Reproaches, 
F tail be filent on that Topick. 

Aras! Madam, cry'd he, my own Reflections are 
ſufficiently my own Tormentors; cou'd it be poſſible, 
that any Thing cou'd be added to the Heinouſneſs of 
my Crime. Yet is Remorſe the leaſt of Ills that I en- 
dure; to my misfortune, I love and adore the Object 
by whom I never can be but hated The Reſpe&t 
I have for her, is greater than 2 Outrage TI 

| | one 
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done her; and as nothing wou'd be ſo happy for me as 
to know her, if there were a Poſlibility o — Forgive - 
neſs; ſo nothing is ſo terrible to me, as the Apprehen- 
ſions that, by the means of that Croſs ſhe took away, 
ſhe may one day diſcover the Author of her Wron 
and curſe Rodo/pho in her nameleſs Raviſher. I —2 
to you, Madam, that I can ſcarce retain my Reaſon, 
when I reflect, that I am conſidered as the moſt unwor- 
thy of Mankind, by the only Woman my Fate will ſuf- 
ſer me to adore. | | 

A THoUsAND Sighs now ſtrove for P in the 
Breaſt of the amorous Rodolpho, and prevented him from 

roſecuting his Diſcourſe. Srepbania was touched fo 
enſibly with the Condition ſhe ſaw him in, that had ic 
not been for fear of diſobliging the Count, ſhe had 
calmed all the Diſordezs of his mind, by acquainting 
him with what ſhe knew; but as ſhe was unwilling to 
infringe hex Orders, ſhe conſtrained herſelf to conceal 
the Contentment it gave her to hear him ſpeak in this 
Manner, and aſſuming an Air altogether grave and ſe- 
rious: 

Tux paſſion, ſaid ſhe, you have for this Unknown, is 
no leſs ſurprizing, than Alliag in love after Death with 
a Perſon one never had any Tenderneſs for in Life. But 
I wou'd adviſe you, my Son, to make uſe of all your 
Reaſon for (extinguiſhing a Flame, which muſt render 

ou unhappy, if indulg'd. If ſhe, you have offended, 
been of noble Birth, having ſo authentick a Teſti- 
mony againſt you as that Croſs, her Parents would have 
endeavoured to revenge the Wrong, or at leaſt have 
obliged you to repair it, by making her your Wife; - 
but as ſeven Years are paſſed ſince this Adventure, and 
we have heard nothing of it, ſhe muſt doubtleſs be 
ſome inconſiderable Creature, and took the Croſs from 
you only as the Price ſhe thought due for the loſs 
of her Innocence. Or, perhaps, continued ſhe, ſne 
may by this time be dead. But whatever ſhe be, 
I wou'd have you think of her no more; Time e- 
raſes every thing, and I hope will cure you of fo , 


. fruitleſs a Defire, and put you in a condition to ac- 


cept a Spouſe worthy of you. Be aſſured, my 9 
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Redolpho, I ſhall omit nothing may ſerve to diſſipate 
thoſe melancholy Ideas; and among other things, will 
engage the Daughter of Don Lewis de Zagreda, who iz 
one of the moſt amiable young Ladies in the World, 
and a dear Friend of mine, to permit you to be preſent 
at the Pleaſure ſhe gives us ſometimes with the ſweet 
Accents of her Voice: Tis the 1 Cs I have 
taſted fince your Departure, and I flatter myſelf, it will 
be no inconſiderable one to you. But tis late, added 
ſhe, I wou'd have you retire, and not ſhew yourſelf in 
publick, till the Count has communicated ſomething to 
you he wou'd have you know. | | 

RODOLPHO let her know by his Anſwer, that 
this laſt Order was unneceſſary, and that Solitude had 
more Charms for him, than either the Court or City, 
He returned her Thanks for all the Tokens ſhe had gi. 
ven him of her Goodneſs: But at the ſame time teſti- 
fied a great Indifference for the Amuſements ſhe of 
fered him; and then took his leave, that ſhe might go 


as as OA mad £@ 


Bur Repoſe was a thing ſhe cou'd not reſolve to 
take, till after ſhe bad viſited Leocadia, and given her 
a faithful Account of what had paſſed ; finding an ex- 
treme Pleaſure in being the firſt that ſhou'd inform her 
of the Sentiments of Rodo/pho : The Count, who was 
there before her, was charm'd at the Recital, and Les. 
cadia appeared no lefs ſenſible than ſhe ought. All their 
Meaſures being taken for the next Day, Don Fernand 
and Stephania withdrew to their Chamber, in order 
that Leocadia might _—_ the Sweets of that Reft, 
which the ns of her Mind had for a long time 
2 Enemy to Sleep, than 

BuT Joy was now a ter Enemy to Sleep, t 
Grief had been ; this bevuriful Lady had ſo * to 
think upon, ſo much to ſay, that the Night was too 
ſhort to give vent to half the Tranſports of her Soul; 
the Morning found her thus employed, and the faith- 
ful Lucia had enough to do, to perſuade her to Mo- 
deration, that ſhe might be able to ſee Rodo/pho, and 
ſupport the different Agitations the ſight of hi 2 
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of neceſſity create. That young Nobleman paſſed his 
Hours in his ordinary melancholy Reflections; and the 
Count and Counteſs were the only Perſons Who enjoyed 
a perfect Tranquillity. The Return of ſo dear a Son, 
and the Certainty of his loving her they had deſtined 
for him, intirely baniſhed all their Inquietudes. 

Tur Counteſs employed the greateſt part of the 
Morning in ſeeing Leocadia dreſſed in the moſt rich and 
becoming Faſhion that can be imagined ; the Seams of 
her Habit were covered with Pearls and Rubies, her 
Hair was partly looſe, and flowing with a ſtudied Neg- 
ligence over her Shoulders; the other was tied up in 
Puffs, between every one of which were . 
Diamonds, of a prodigious Luſtre, and glittered round 
her Head like the Stars in Ariadne's Crown. In the 
middle, juſt above her Forehead, was placed a Triangle 
of Jewels in form of a Tiara, which being compoled 
of different precious Stones, ſuch as Emeralds, Topazes, 
facinths, Rubies and Saphires, had ſuch a beautiful Va- 
riety in their mingled Blaze, as both pleaſed and pained 
the Eye at once. Her natural Charms thus embelliſhed 
by all the Ornaments of Art, ſhe appeared the moſt 
lovely and the moſt dazling Object that ever was be- 
held. Stephania put about her Neck a fine String of 
Diamonds, to which hung the Croſs of the Order of 
Calatrava z but becauſe this extraordinary Ornament 
ſhou'd not be ſeen till they ſhou'd find a proper Time, 
the String which held it was fo long, that it fell upon 
her Stomach, and was concealed by a rich Mantle 
thrown acroſs her Shoulders for that purpoſe. 

Tuz young Don Carles was allo magnificently 
habited, and nothing was wanting to inſpire Rodo/- 
3 with Admiration, both of the Mother and Son; 
who, far from imagining what was preparing for him, 
was all this time in the Apartment of the Count. This 
tender Father, to amuſe him, entertained him with 
a thouſand different Adventures that had happened 
among Perſons of their Acquaintance, ſince his De- 
parture; and then beguiled the time till it was jconve+ 
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Eyes on him, than it was not in his power to take 


eſſes he gave him, made him feel ſomething thro” 
K whole Frame, to which all hie Liſe " had 
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jent to vo into Stephania's Apartm ent, with queſtioning 


tion was but juſt began, when a Servant came into the 
Room, and ſpoke bs in a low Voice to the 
Counteſs. Let her come in, anſwered ſhe aloud : You 
know, I am never ſo much engaged, to refuſe Admit. 
tance to ſo dear a Friend. My Lord, continued ſhe; 
addreſſing herſelf to the Count, it is the incomparable 
Leocadia, who is to come to dine with us. With theſe 
Words ſhe roſe from her Chair, and the Door being 
immediately opened, Leccadia appeared, more charm- 
ing by her native Lovelineſs than by the Magnificence 
of her Habit: She had the young Don Carlos in her 
Hand; and the Coun'eſs embracing her, How happy 
am I, ſaid ſhe, my dearelt Leocadia, that you are cone 
to participate with us in the pleaſure of my Son's Re- 
turn! See, Madam, continued ſhe, preſenting him to 
her, that r of whom you have ſo often heard 
2 ſpeak, and whoſe Abſence I have fo long deplo- 


LEOCADIA ſaluted him, without making any An- 
ſwer to the Counteſs ; and being ſeated near her, ar 
to entertain her in a half Whilger. As for Redelpho, all 
his Senſes ſeemed ſuſpended at this charming Object; 
he had never imagined, there was any thing fo perfect 
in the World, and regarding her with ſo great an At- 
tention, he ſaw nothing elſe about him. 

Bur Don Fernand relieved him from this Ecſtaſy, 
by making him take notice, that the little Don Carla 
ſtretched his Arms out to him; this Action, which had 
not been premeditated, a little diſconcerted the Count 
and Counteſs, and particularly his Mother ; but every 
one conſtraining themſelves as much as poſlible, they 
turned their Obſervation intirely on Rogo/pho 3; who, 
Kooping to embrace Carlas, had no ſooner caſt his 


them of: His Beauty, his graceful Air, and the tender 
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and Tenderneſs; and, in ſpite of him, made ſat 
Tears fall from his Eyes; and not able to reſt in thete 
Agitations, Madam, faid he, turning to Stephania, is 
| * amiable Child of your Blood? —— I fee an Air 
bf the Family in him, which ſurprizes me; and 
cart, methinks, tells me I ſhall hear ſtrange things. 
know not, cried Don Carlos haſtily, but I wiſh you 


were the Father that Madam the Counteſs promiſed 


me. | 
E©"Tyrsx Words touched Leocadia in ſuch a manner, 
hat her Face was in an inſtant bathed in Tears. My 
Tord, ſaid ſhe to Nodolpho, forcing herſelf to ſpeak, my 
Son is ignorant of the Author of his Being, and you 
muſt pardon his indiſcreet Wiſhes. The Accents 
that Voice were too preſent to Rodo/pho not to be re- „ 
mimbered; and if the little he had ſeen of Leocadia, 
and ſeven Vears Abſence, had made her Features not 
abſolutely known to him, her manner of ſpeaking was 
not in the leaſt forgot. His Confuſion increaſed the more 
he reflected; and without ſuffering Don Carlos to quit 
his Arms, What Madam, ſaid he, is this your Son, and 
does he not know his Father? How unhappy muſt be 
the Man, who is ſeparated from a Wife and Son ſo per- 
fectly charming! This is an Adventure, anſwered ſhe, 
too melancholy for our Entertainment in a Day of Joy, 
ſuch as this; and I beg you will excuſe the Tears that 
ſo cruel a Remembrance forces from me. In ſpeaki 
this, ſhe let the Mantle fall off her Shoulders, as if by 
Accident, and diſcovered the Croſs of the Order of Ca- 
latraum. Nodolpho, more aſſured than before, that he 
was not deceived in the Sound her Voice, was ani- 
mated by Emotions the mo!t M rdinary that cou'd 
be; and more carefully examinitig e- Form, the 
Croſs immediately attracted his Eyes,Zand threw him 
into ſo prodigious an Aſtoniſhment, that he was wholly 
unable to diſſemble it. What is it I fee, cried he? What 
is it I hear? Then turning his Eyes about, and ſeein 
tae Count and Counteſs in Tears, and the beautify 
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Faint ; jut 
flible ? Ah 
Rinued he, throwing himſelf on his Knees with the 
utmoſt Agonies of Love, Hope, Fear and Wonder, put: 
an end, I beſeech you, I conjure you, to the Uncers 
tainty 1 am in tell me, if my Deſires deceive me 
or, if I am happy enough to It was not in hi 
power to conclude what he was about to ſay, a Stormy 
of riſing F ſtopp'd the Paſſage of his Words, ang. 
were near depriving him alſo of Breath, when Don 
Fernand de Ribeiros, not able to endure fo moving 
S cle; Preſumptuous Redolphe, ſaid he to him, with 
a Voice in which Tenderneſs had a greater Share tha 
Anger, behold the Affront thou art to waſh away 
behold the Honour thou art to repair behold te 
wikkt thy Glory and ours excites thee, and either die, 
or acknowledge thy Wife and thy Son. Theſe Words 
in a moment diſſipated all the Obſcurity of his 'own 
Ideas, and abandoning himſelf wholly to the Exceſs of 
his Joy; What is it you, ſaid he to Leocadia, ardently 
kiſhng her Hands? Is it you, the divine Object of my 
molt violent Paſſion, to whom I owe my Blood and my 
Life ? And'is'this lovely Child the Son of the Criminal 
Rodalpho ? | 
Tuxx taking Don Carlos again between his Arms, 
add putting him in thoſe of Leccadia, he embraced the 
one and the other with Tranſports ſo vehement, as tho“ 
he wou'd Have inſpired his Soul into them at every 
Preſſure. Ves, my Son, ſaid S:-phania, Heaven has pu- 
niſhed your Crime ſufficiently in your Remorſe; and 
what has made you wretched, now-makes you happy. 
Dvuxzixcs all this Diſcourſe, Lescadia was in M ndi- 
tion very difficult to expreſs, and not having the Power 
ro bring forth one Word, made known only by her 
. Eyes the Emotions of her Soul. Nodbiphe appeared too 
amiable for her not to follow with pleaſure the incli- 
nation ſhe had for him; but when the preceived that 
Tenderneſs, which the Sight of Don Carlo; had-inſpi- 
red him with, and the Confuſion the Sound of her 


Voice had put him in, Love, Joy aud Hope threw all 
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er Spirits in ſo great a Hurry, that ſhe had muas ade 


to recover herſelf, | 
RODOLPHO, who judged the Situation of her Mind 
by his own, conjured her not to refuſe his Careſſes: 
My dear Leocadia, ſaid he, cis no longer an unwor- 
thy Raviſher that preſents himſelf before you, tis che 
moſt reſpectful and ſumbiſſive Lover: — tis 2 Huſ- 
band, who, with all the Ardour of an honourable Paſ- 
ſion, comes to drive that which has offended you far 
from your Remembrance 'Tis no longer in the 


Horrors of Darkneſs he hides his guilty Love, but in 


the face of Heaven, and the Prefence of thoſe who 
ve him Being, that he ſwears to you an inviolable 

Tender he gives you his Faith, and de- 

mands yours. . 

Taxse tender Proteſtations having in ſome meaſure 
reſettled the Calm in Leccadia's Soul; And it is, an- 
ſwered ſhe, giving him her Hand, in the preſence of 
thoſe you mention, and with the Conſent of him to 
whom I owe my Birth, that I receive with the ex- 
tremeſt Joy, the Faith you offer me, and engage mine 
to you. 

Tursz Words, and the obliging Look that accom- 
panied them, 1 4 the Satisfaction of Roap/ph ; 
every thing he ſaid, every thing he did, teſtified the 
moſt perfe&t Love, the moſt perfect Gratitude; and 
the Count 4e Ribeiros having ſent for Don Lewis, who 
choſe not to be preſent at the firſt Diſcovery of this 
Myſtery ; that venerable Gentleman appeared, whom 
Rodolþha no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon, than he imme- 
diately knew, having had time to. conſider him while 
his iſlaries, with their Swords at his Throat, kept 
him from defending his Daughter: Ah! my Lord, 
cried he to him, advancing with open Arms, how 
guilty does your Preſence render me! And how little 
am I worthy of the Bleſſings Heaven has this Day be- 
ſtowed upon me! But, continued he, if to have given 
the . Leocadia my Heart and my Faith, 
be not a ſufficient Atonement for my Crime, take m 
Life, my Lord; I will yield it with pleafure, ſo by it 
1 may purchaſe your Eſteem. God forbid, replied Don 

K 3 Lewis, 
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Te, embracing him, that I Hou'd ſhed the leaſt Dro 
of Blood which is become fo dear to me: Let us tal 
no more of Guilt, or of Revenge; Don Fernand having 
taken Leocadia for his Daughter, I can no longer regard 
you bat with the Eyes of a Father. 

IT was in this inſtant, that the Palace of the Count 
reſounded with a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, and 
that theſe five illuſtrious Perſons delivered themſelves up 
wholly to the utmoſt Exceſs of Love and Tendemeſs, 
The Careſſes Roade/pho gave to his Wife and San, by 


turns, at laſt permitting Don Fernand to inform him, b 


what means Leocadia was brought to their Houſe ; a 

the Teſtimonies by which ſhe endeavoured to prove the 
Truth of her Adventure, were nothing in compariſon 
of thoſe lively Emotions the Force of Flood excited at 


the fight of Don Carlos. It was with Wonder and with 


Reverence Rodolphe reflected on the Conduct of Provi- 
dence in this Affair: But theſe grave Conſiderations 
giving way to the tender Impatience of his Paſſion, for 
the Fo Accompliſhment of his Happineſs, he intreated 
Don Fernand de Ribeiro, and the Father of Leocadia, 
not to attend any Formalities which might retard it. 
To this hey readily conſented ; and the fame Night 
Leocadia and, he were united by Bonds, which can ne- 
ver be diſſolved but by Death. Their Paſſion for each 
other was not more wonderful in the Birth of it, than 
it was in the continued Progreſs through their whole 
Lives; their Conſtancy, Fidelity and Tenderneſs ren- 
dering celebrated for the preſent, and memorable for the 
future, the Effects of Love aud Nature. 


THr1s is indeed, faid Urania, the moſt ſingular and 
the moſt touching Hiſtory I ever heard; and I believe 
it no otherwiſe poſſible to prove to the beautiful Are, 
how greatly we have been moved with it, than by the 
Tears ſhe has ſeen us ſhed. I proteſt to you, added 
Thelamont, that, I found it impoſſible to reſtrain mine, 
and I have been, as it were, divided between my Con- 
cern for the Facts related, and my Admiration of the 


manner of relating them. 
| AoE 
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Agove all, interrupted Orphanet ſmiling, methinles 
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the Lady has diſcovered an Infinity of Delicacy, in 
making us know the Crime of R49{pho, without doin 
it in any Terms which exceed the Bounds of the mo 
ſtrict Decorum. 

In fine, cried Felicia, to hinder Orophanes from ſay- 
ing any more on that head, ſhe knows how to touch, 
and intereſt our Paſſions, without wounding our Mode- 
ſty ; and I think C:-i//a bad reaſon to defire ſhe might 
ſpeak a long time, ſince it is in her power to acquit 


herſelf ſo well of the Taſk. 


Arts the Company, in their Turns, expreſſed the 
Pleaſure ſhe had given them; and this amiable Lady 
was obliged, in ſpite of her Efforts, to hear thoſe Prat- 
ſes which were due to her Wit, and the Graces which 
accompanied every thing ſhe ſaid : But reſolving, if 
poſſible, to turn the Converſation another way, You do 
not remember, interrupted ſhe with a gay Air, that 4/- 
cippe and Liſimond came not here to litten to Eulogiums 
on me, and that Urania and Thelamont ought to be the 
{ole Objects of their Attention. 

We wou'd be thoſe of their Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
faid Urania, and we cannot more deſerve it, than by 
the Juſtice we do you: However, ſince your Modeſty 
filences our Inclinations, we muſt agree to what you 
dehre, | 

As our Company is now pretty extenſive, cried 
Celemena, methinks it wou'd not be amiſs for us to di- 
vide; and that to leave Flerinda in more — 
lity, one part enjoyed the Remainder of this fine Day 
in the beautiful Gardens of this Houſe, and the other 
remained here. I preceive, anſwered Flarinda, that 
you are impatient to make Alcippe and Liſimond wit- 
nelles of all the Charms this Dwelling abounds with; 
which, I aſſure you, I am ſo far from oppoſing, that 
I was this Moment going to mention the ſame thing; 
but it is on this Condition, that thoſe who quit me, 
ſhall hold no other than general Converſation in this lit- 
tle abſence, and ſhall reſerve every thing that I am a 
Stranger to, till their Return. I promiſe you 2 ſaid 
Urania, riling to accompany Celemena, and that if we” 


; K t. 6 ag me 


{ 200 ] 


are inſpired with any agreeable Thoughts, you ſhall be 
the Miſtreſe of them when we come back. At theſe 
Words Thelamont, followed by Orophanes, Arſammes and 

Alphonſo, with Urania, Felicia, Camilla and Celemena, 


conducted A/cippe and Liffmond into the Gardens: Are- 
life, Siluiana, Julia, Hortenſia, Eraſmus and Melantus, 
Raid-with Florinda, tho' that beautiful Lady wou'd fain 
have perſuaded them to have participated of the Plea- 
ſure of the Walk. 

Tus Lovers of Si/viana and Areli/e were charmed 
with Urania's Retreat; that obliging Lady having 
thewed them the Gardens, the Wilderneſs, and great 
number of fine Grots and Caſcades, carried them thro* 
all the Apartments ; but when they entered the Libra- 
Ty, and faw the great Choice of learned and elegant 


Books, Alcippe cou'd not retain his Acclamations, and 


Intreated Urania and Thelamont to permit him and Are- 
{iſe the Happineſs of repairing often thither, to the end 
they might inſtruct themſelves in what they were igno- 


rant of, and call to memory that which they al- 


ready been acquainted with. 

Tuis modeſt Demand was not unanſwered by the 
Owners of the Place, who knowing perfectly well how 
to do Juſtice to Merit, teſtified to Alcippe, in the moſt 
obliging Terms, the Pleaſure his Requeſt had given 
them: But not willing either he or Lifmond ſhou'd be 
too long deprived of the fight of Areliſe and Silviana, 
they reconducted them to the A ent of *Florinda, 
where they found by the Twilight, which now took 
place of the Sun's Beams, they had ſomewhat abuſed 
the Permifiion ſhe had given them. 

Every one being ſeated as before : We are inchant- 
ed, faid Zi/imond, with all that we haye ſeen ; and if it 
wou'd not be accounted an extravagant Wiſh, I wou'd 
pray for nothing with more Fervency, than that this 
delightful Dwelling might remain to the end of time, 
to ſerve as a perpetual Monument to the Glory of Ura- 
nia and T helamont. 

NoTaxinG can be more obliging than what you ſay, 
replied The/amont ; but we muſt not flatter ourſelves with 


a Fate different from others, nor that this Houſe _ 
| e 
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be reſpected by Time, above the magnificent Cities 
which once gave Laws to the greateſt — the Earth, 
and have now not the leaſt Foot ſteps remaining. 

Tuar Reflection gives me no little Pain, faid Julia; 
I want, methinks, to fee in reality ſome Marks of 
thoſe Places, of which Hiſtory gives us ſo glorious an 
Idea.. 

Yov then wou'd have been extremely charmed, re- 
ſumed Thelamont, to be preſent at a Diſcovery made 
fome Years ago, in the Land of a Gentleman of C 
tantin near Yalone ; a Diſcovery which has occafioned' 
many fine Diſputes among learned Men, without 
them being able to —* the thing perfectly plain. 
The Fact is this: | i 


COTANTIN is a length of Earth that extends itſelf 
to the Sea, in the Province of Normandy : In this Coun- 
try there are ſeveral little Towns, Boroughs and Vil |; 
well peopled, and the Land carefully cultivated, produ- 
ces in great abundance all things neceſſary for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Inhabitants. A Gentleman of Yalone was 
ſo extremely pleaſed with -the Situation of the Place, 
that he employed workmen to build a Caſtle there: As 
they were digging pretty deep, in order to lay the Foun- 
dation, they 1 ſomething that reſiſted, and turned 
the Edges of their Spades; and after having ſcraped a- 
way the Earth, diſcovered a ſolid and regular Building, 
many Foot under Ground, 'The Gentleman being in- 
tormed of it, commanced no Damage ſhou'd be done 
to the Building, and that they ſhou'd purſue their 
Work in digging gradually all along the ſides of it, let 
the Extent be never ſo great. With an infinite deal of 
Labour and Expence, they at laſt diſcovered a Theatre, 
ſpacious enough to contain five or ſix thouſand Perſons 
to be placed commodjoufly. Every body was extreme- 
ly ſurprized at this Novelty ; the Governour, and the 
— of the Province, came immediately to look 
upon it, and the Court no ſooner heard of ir, than Or- 
ders were ſent to the 1 and to the Peaſants of the 
Place, to work Night and Day, and lay the Earth all 
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open round about; imagining, that as there was a Thea- 
tre, there were alſo other Buildings no leſs worthy of 
the Search, | bt 

Tunis Conjecture proved not fabulous; ſeveral very 
large and magnificent Baths were diſcovered, a Fort, or 
kind of Citadel, the Walls of which were fix foot thick, 
in ſome places twelve foot high, and in others eighteen 
or twenty ; many Porches Gates half ruined ; and 

in fine, moſt certain Marks that this had been a very 
great, and beautiful City. Theſe conſiderable Remains 
of Antiquity made ſome imagine, that this was the an- 
cient City of Alonee, of which C:/ar ſpeaks in his 

Commentaries, the Capital of the People who were 
called nelly, or Unelly, the Name of Valone ſo nearly 
reſembling that of 4/on4:z ; but there were no certain 
Proofs. of it, neither does any Hiſtory inform us how 
that great City came to be deſtroyed, any more than by 
what accident, or in what Time this of Cztaniin was 
(wallowed up. On ſeveral of the Edifices, there were 
Inſcriptions in the Celtic Language, but fo defaced by 
Time, that it was impoſſible to find out in what Year 
they were erected, or under whoſe Government. 

: Tals Diſcovery is extremely curious, ſaid Ar/amnes,. 
"and well deſerves the Notice of ſpeculative Perſons ; as 
won d alſo the Revival of many other great Cities; ſuch 
as the ancient Per/epolis, Babylon, Trey, Sparta, Athens, 
and the famous Carthage, of whoſe Situation we know 
no more than by Conjecture, nor of divers others which 
have deen deſtroyed, either by War, Fire, or the ſha- 
king of the Earth. 


I a4nov'd think it a little unjuſt, added Eraſmus, if 


the Work of Man ſhou'd laſt for ever, when Man him- 
ſelf does not. They live in the memory of others, re- 
plied Julig, and may be ſaid never to die, fince Hiſtory 
and Tradition tranſmit their Names and Actions from 
Generation to Generation. | 
Wuar Julia lays, interrupted LUrania, is beyond all 
contradiction ;. and methinks it is a great Conſolation, 
as well as an Excitement to Virtue, that thoſe who by 
their worthy Decds merit an everlaſting Remembrance, 
ate certain of being perpetuated in Hiſtory, | * 
9 Ss, 
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We have proved it ſo by our Quotations, ſaid O-»- 
phanes; and I read yeſterday a little Paſſage, which 
deſerves to be ranked among the moſt noble of thoſe we 
have recited. Monſieur de Villeroy, Miniſter and Secre- 
tary of State, who died at Roan in his 77th Year, on 
the 12th of December 1627, was the Favourite of fout 
of our Kings, whoſe greateſt Affairs, for the ſpace of 

Years, went intirely thro*- his Hands, and were con- 
ducted by him in ſuch a manner, as drew from the 
Mouth of Henry the Great theſe memorable Words; 
« The whole Buſineſs of the Kingdom, ſaid he, is that 
« of Monſieur 4% Villeroy; he is indefatigable, he la- 
« bours inceſſantly, and never does any thing but well.“ 
And again, when this illuſtrious Miniſter fell fick, and 
Henry teared he was paſt Recovery; © I know not, faid 
„he, which of the two Lives is moſt neceſſary to the 
© (Good of the State, that of mine, or that of Monſieur 
* de Villeroy ; whenever he dies there can be no Re- 
« paration for his Loſs, becauſe his Knowledge is inſi- 
« nitely beyond what is to be found in all our Books.“ 

Tust are Praiſes, continued Orophanes, which render 
the Giver and Receiver equally immortal: A Miniſter 
ſuch as Villeroy, merited ſuch a Maſter as Henry to com- 
mend his Abitities; and a Monarch ſuch as Henry, de- 
ſerved ſuch a Miniſter no leſs faithful and zealous than 
Villeroy. 

Ir is true, faid Eraſmus, when Princes neither will 
command, nor be pleaſed with any thing but worthy 
Actions, they will always find good Counſellors; the 
Monarch's Example is the Bias of the Miniſter, as that 
of the Miniſter is the Rule by which the inferior Cour- 
tiers and Oſticers are ſway:d. Hiſtory, therefore, can- 
not too often repeat the Praiſes due to Men juſtly quali- 
fied for great Employments ; it fires the Succeſſor with. 
a generous Emulation to deſerve the ſame, and puts to 
ſhame any Emotions which might lead him to Actions 
that wou'd derogate from his Glory. 

Ir muſt be confeſſed, added C:/:mera, that Praiſe 
is part of the Wages of Virtue, and a Prince can make 
his Juſtice appear no better a way, than by a punctual 


ment of this Debt. But thoſe Favourites who ſerve 
: not 
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not only thro* a Principle of Duty, but are alſo at- 
tached by a particular Friendſhip and Tenderneſs to 
their Royal Maſters, methinks, can never be too much 
extolled : The little Hiſtory you recounted yeſterday of 
Zepirus and the King of Perſia, touched me in the molt 
ſenſible manner; and tho' the Severity of that Gene- 
ral's Deſtiny preſented him with an occaſion the moſt 
- dreadful that can be imagined, of manifeſting his Zeal ; 
yet there is ſomething 2 pleaſingly aſtoniſhing in the 
Adventure, as intirely takes off all the Horror of it. 
Wurrever Affection e to Duty, replied The- 
lamont, a Subject is capable of undertaking any thing 
for his Sovereign : This is a Rule which holds good in 
all Times, and among all Nations. I know another 
Example, which in its kind merits no leſs to be remem- 
© bered with everlaſting Praiſe, than that of Zopiras. 


KA MH, the preſent Emperor of China, havin 
been told, that Wine, when drank to exceſs, deprive 
People of their Reaſon, had a mind to make an Expe- 
riment of the Effects of this Liquor on himſelf: And in 
this Reſolution, made choice of a Mandarin, for whom 
he had a very great Friendſhip, to be Partaker with 
him in this Debauchery ; and having commanded the 
fineſt Ezropean Wines ſhou'd be brought into his Cham- 
ber, he had large Veſſels filled out, and bid his Favourite 
drink with him. The Mandarin, who knew not what 
effect it might uce both on the Emperor and him- 
ſelf, repreſented to him, in the molt reſpectful Terms, 
the Hazard both his Glory and Health muſt undergo in 
making this Proof. But the Emperor continued obſti- 
nate in his Defign, and the other had no remedy but 

Obedience: They drank ; the Favourite preſerved his 
Senſes, but the Emperor became fo intoxicated, that 
he fell into a profound Sleep, from which nothing cou'd 
awake him for many Hours. 

Tun the Mandarin perceiving that the Emperor had 
taken an extreme Pleaſure in the Taſte of the Wine, 
and that it had not produced in him any ill Quality, 
ceaſed to diſſuade him from any farther uſe of it; and 
this gave occaſion to many and dangerous Debauches, 
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in which he was always a Party. But more ſerious 
Reflections afterwards taking place, he began again to 
remonſtrate the Danger of this pernicious Liquor, and 
as he was very learned, repeated many Inſtances of the 
Miſchiefs occaſioned by it. But the Emperor was deaf 
to all he alledged, and wou'd not be prevailed upon to 

o one Night to Bed, without having his Fill of the 
beloved Juice. 

Tre Maunderin beheld it with an extreme Grief, and 
finding all his Efforts for the reclaiming his Royal Maſ- 
ter, were in vain, had recourſe to a Stratagem, for the 
Prevention of what his Love for Kamhi made him fear, 
wou'd one day prove a very great Misfortune. A 

He went into the Chamber of the Eunuchs, and hav- 
ing told them, that the Emperor was intirely over- 
come with the Strength of the Wine he had drank, 
made them a long Detail of the many dreadful Conſe- 

uences which. had attended this Vice, and then repre- 
ſented how much more dangerous it was in a Prince, 
who had the Life and Death of thouſands in bis pow- 
er, than in a private Man, whoſe Miſchiefs cou'd ex- 
tend but to a narrow compaſs: He brought, among 
others, the Example of that famous Conqueror Alex- 
ander, of whom their Annals make mention, who in 
his Wine committed the moſt barbarous Actions, ſet on 
fire the great City of Perſepolis, condemned many in- 
nocent Perſons to death, and flew his beſt Friend with- 
his own Hand. He painted all theſe Diſorders in fuch 
lively Colours, that none heard him without trembling z 
and when he had brought them to the Point he defired, 
Jadge, continued he, if we have not every thing to 
fear from our Emperor, whoſe Temper being natu- 
rally violent, when enflamed with Wine, may be tranſ- 
1 to the moſt dreadful AQs, from which not thoſe 
favours moſt will be, perhaps, exempted : To pre- 
vent therefore, added he, any of theſe terrible Acci- 
dents, I beg you will load me with the heavieſt Chains 
can be procured, and put me in Priſon, as under Sen- 
tence 2 Death by the Command of his Majeſty ; this 
done, leave me to manage the reit, which I doubt not ſo 
| to 
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to do, as ſhall cure the Emperor for ever of this dange- 
rous Habitude. 

THz Eunuchs, truly alarmed at the Picture which the 
Mandarin had given them of the Miſchiefs might hap- 
pen thro' the Drunkenneſs of Kumbi, performed what 
he deſired with all exactneſs, He was in the Priſon of 
the Palace when the Emperor awoke, who finding him- 
ſelf alone, called for the chief of the Eunuchs, and de- 
manding of him where the Mandarin was gone ; Alas ! 
replied he, withall the Marks of the extremeſt Sadneſs 
in his Countenance, he remains in the Priſon to which 
your Majeſty has doom'd him, till the Sentence -of his 
Death ſhall be executed. 

Tus Emperor was in a ſtrange Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe : Ha ! Priſon ! cried be; What Priſon 
What Death Then retreating, as it were within 
Himſelf, for fome Moments, he cndeavoured to call 

back ſome Remembrance of this Adventure ; but not 
being able to comprehend any thing of it, he ordered 
the Mandarin ſhou'd be brought before him. He came 
and proſtrated himſelf at his Feet as a Criminal, who 
expects every inftant the Concluſion of his Fate. Who 
has put thee into this State? ſaid the Emperor: 
And wheretore are theſe Chains upon thy Legs and 
Arms ? 

IT am wholly ignorant of the Cauſe, replied he, with 
a well diſſembled Terror; I know only that your Maje- 
ſty has commanded it, and I attended my Death when 
| took me out of Priſon, and brought me once more 
to behold the Light of the Sun, and the Eyes of my 
more adored Emperor. Kombi was now more aſto- 
'viſhed than before; he again endeavoured to recollect 
himſelf, but not the leaſt notion occurring, either of 
the Mard:rin's Fault, or the Puniſhment he had inflict- 
ed on him, he no longer doubted but that the Fumes 
of the Wine had obliterated every thing that had paſſ- 
ed; and the Horror of having been capable of treating 
in that Manner, and without cauſe, a Man ſo dear to 
him, threw him into the utmoſt Confuſion. He made 
his Chains be immediately taken of, and having. em- 
braced him, ſent Lim from his Preſence ; but tho' the 
Dignity 
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Dignity of his Majeſty wou'd not permit him to ac- 
knowledge what he believed was the Truth of this Af- 
fair, yet he reſolved to be guilty of the like Violence 
no more; and ever ſince, has avoided all Exceſs with 
the utmoſt Care. 
Tuis Moderation is intirely owing. to the Zeal of 
the Mandarin, who run the hazard of his Life, if his 
Stratagem had been diſcovered ; the Pride and Paſſion 


of the Emperor being ſuch, as wou'd never have ſuf- 


fered him to have forgiven an Impoſition of this kind. 
I know not, therefore, if this Action may not be put 
pretty near upon, a Parallel with that of Zapirus ; the 
one riſquing as much as did-the other, and being inſpi- 
red with the ſame Zeal, tho' on a different Motive, and 
in a different Situation. 


Tuis Paſſage pleaſes me infinitely,, ſaid Camilla, 
becauſe it confirms the good Opinion J am inclined to 
have of the Chine/e : That Nation ſeems to have a pe- 
culiar Delicacy in all they think, and in all they un- 
dertake. 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Felicia, that the Chineſe 
merit this Prepoſſeſſion; but it muſt be confeſſed, that 
the farther off we are from any thing, either in time or 
place, the more we are liable to admire : As we know. 
them no other ways than by the Recitals given of them, 
thoſe Recitals fill us with Ideas of them, which, per- 
haps, we ſhou'd intirely loſe, on a nearer Acquaintance 
with them. The belief we give to Hiſtory, imprints. 
in our Minds ſuch amiable and puiſſant Images of the 
great Men of Antiquity, that if any one ſhou'd adviſe. * 
us to moderate our Admiration of the Roman Grandeur, 
or the Heroes of Greece, I really imagine, we cou'd not. 
avoid treating them in the ſame manner, as if they at- 
tempted to derogate from our own Glory, , 

OTHING Is more certain, added 1 * and 
we may eaſily prove it to ourſelves, by this Remark ; 
That if we find an Author gives a. ſimple or ordinary 
Character of thoſe. Perſons we have a high Idea of, we 
cannot read it with patience ; and tho' the Poem has. 

a. thouſand. Graces in it, we look over it without Plea- 


ſure 
« 
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ſare, if we do not find it ſpeaks of an Alexander, a Ce. 
far, an Auguftns, a Lewis XIV. a Charles of Seweden, or 
any other ſuch great and wonderful Men, according to 
the Opinion we have imbibed of them. 

Lrino this Obſervation very juſt, ſaid Silviana with 
the moſt 1 Smile; and I affure you, I ſhou'd 


have a kind of Deteſtation to a Painter, who ſhou'd re- 
reſent the magnificent Cities of Antiquity as ſo many 
ttle Villages, or ſhou'd diminiſh the leaſt thing of that 
famous Carthage, of which we ſpoke a while ago, and 
of which I have erected in my mind the moſt noble 
and beautiful Idea. 

ALL the Company fell a laughing at the manner in 
which S&i/viana defended this Argument; after which 
replied Thelamont, If the Painter, ſaid he, ſhou'd preſent 
you with Carthage as it was in its beginning, he wou'd 
not be guilty of a Crime in not ſhewing it with that 
Magnificence it afterwards acquired. This City was 
originally founded by Dia, the Widow of Sicheius, and 
called Brir/a; but when it augmented in Riches and 
Power, the Name was changed to that of Carthage. 
Dennis of Halicarnaſſus has remarked, that it was built 
j 8 Years before the firſt Olympiad, 70 Years before the 
BO 2 of Rome, and 370 Years after the Deſtruc- 
tion of Trey. 

\ I amt always diſcovering my Ignorance, interrupted 
Camilla; but ſince it is with a deſire of being inſtruct- 
ed, I am not in the leaſt aſhamed of it, nor fear the 
Cenfure of this learned Society, when I aſk what was 
the — Olympiads, and how many Years do 


th a 

Ir is eaſy to ſatisfy you in that Particular, my dear 
Camilla, replied 4/phonſo : Olympia was a City of Pele. 
ponneſus, in which they celebrated every five Years cer- 
tain Games and Combates, where, for the moſt part, 
the Greeks carried away the Prize. Theſe Games were 
called Olympic, after the Name of the City, and under 
the Reign of Joathas, Son of Ozias King of Fudea, 
Yohitcs, ſovereign Maſter of the City of Elfe, inſtituted 
the firſt Olympiad, as a certain Epoch for the Calculation 
| of Time, the Oꝶpmpic Games being — 
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five Years, they cou'd not be deceived, who reckoned 
from 5 to 10, and ſo on. This ſame Yphites alſo made 
a Decree, by which it was ordained, the Greeks ſhou'd 
meaſure their Time no other way; and it was then, 
that they put a new face on their Political Aﬀairs, and 
began to write their Hiſtory ; all that was recited be- 
fore the firſt Olympiad being fabulous, or at leaſt too ob- 
ſcure to be depended upon. | 

Tu Romans, added Thelamont, who have been exact 
Imitators of the Gyeeks in every thing they found excel- 
lent or particular in their Laws and Cuſtoms, inſtitut- 
ing the Laſtrum, which was the ſame Term of Time 
that the O/ympiads were, 130 Years after the Death of 
Lycurgus the Legiſlator, 7 heopompus, King of Lacede- 
monia, created hve Officers called Ephores, to whom he 
gave part of the ſovereign Power; and in imitation of 
this, the Romans created their Tribunes, and gave them 
the like Authority. . | 

I caxnnor without Aſtoniſhment, faid Celemens, re- 
member the Ruin of that famous Republic, ſo well e- 
ſtabliſhed, ſo wiſely governed, and ſo full of the great- 
eſt Men. 

IT is true, replied Thc/amont, that nothing can be 
more ſurprizing than the Accidents which brought on 
that Deſtruction. - However, when one examines every 
thing with care, one ſhall find it was impoſſible it ſhou'd 
be otherwiſe ; Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy, having 
corrupted the Minds of thoſe, by whom alone it cou 
be ſupported. Mithrgdater, King of Pontus, having 
gained many Pattles over A4riobarzanes, King of Cappa- 
dicia, and Nicomedes, King of Bithynia, both of whom 
were Friends and Allies of the Romans; and having 
driven them from their Kingdoms, theſe generous Peo- 
ple declared War againſt the Conqueror, and give the 
Command of the Legions to Lucius Sylla. f 

CAIUS MARIUS, one of the moſt experienced 
Chiefs, and who had been already fix times Conſul, and 
as often triumphed for the Succeſs of his Arms, jealous 
of the Preference which the Senate and the People tad 
given to Sy//a, who had been Lieutenant under him, 


tormed a very powerful Party, by the Aſſiſtance of 
10 Sulpitius, 
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Sulpitiut, one of the Tribunes. Sy/la preceiving their 
Intent was to deprive him, if poſlible, of his now Ho- 
nour, aſſembled all his Friends in oppoſition to thoſe 
of Marius; and the Number of the latter was fo ſu. 
8 to the other, that they were intirely put to ſi- 
nce; and Marius being baniſhed Reme, took refuge in 
Africa. 

STELLA, having thus overcome his Enemy at home, 
went into ia with a very formidable Army, where he 
fought "Mzi#bridates, obtained a compleat Vidory, and 
ſubjugated all Cappadicia and Bithynia to the Roman 
Powcr, But while he was thus employed for the Glory 
of his Country, new Debates were raiſed in Rome ; the 
Conſul Lacius Cinaa was the Friend of Marius, and ma- 
naged the People in ſuch a manner, that they conſented 
to the recalling kim from Baniſhment : He returned, 

and entered R:zve at the head of an Army: He cut off 
the Head of Eren Oda, and of Marcus Antonius, 
the Orator, and many others of Sy/la's Party, and the 
ſeventh time enjoyed the Conſulſhip. Sy//a was no 
ſooner informed of this ſtrange Revolution, than he left 
Ala, and arrived in Lah, with his victorious Army; 
which, "fluſhed with their late Conqueſt, and almoſt 
adoring their General, encountered the Troops of Ma- 
rius, kate them, and entered Rome, which was half 
depopulated with theſe civil Broils: Nor did this mag- 
niſicent City alone feel the Effects of the Jealouſy of her 
ambitious Kulers, all 7a/y ſuffered in ſome meaſure, and 
Deſolation triumphed in many af thoſe pompous Pala- 
ces, where Joy and Grandeur had fo lately reigned. 
AFTER the firſt Fury of the War was over, and 
Szlla re eſtabliſhed, they began to examine into the 
Depth of Marius's Conſpiracy, and all that were de- 
ſieated, or even under ſtrong Suſpicions of being of his 
Faction, were obliged to ſubmit to either Death or Ba- 
niſhment * Marius himſelf periſhed miſerably ; there 
were no leſs than two thouſand Senators and Roman 
Knights exterminated, and an infinite Number of Citi- 
zens profcribed | 
b In fine, Sy was made Dictator, tho' that Dignity 
|. + had been extinct for the ͤ— WT 
| | 8 
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and never appeared in public without twenty-four Mace- 
bearers to- march before him. Then it was, that the 
whole Earth trembled at his Power ; nothing any longer 
dared to oppoſe itſolf to his Will And every thing be 
ing in a profound Calm, he ſet himſelf to the reforming 
of tie old Laws, and made ſeveral good ones, for the 
uſe of the public. He was grateful to exceſs, to all 
who had eſpouſed his Quarrel; he gave the Surname of 
Great to Cucius Pompeius, the Son of Strabo, in recom- 
ace for the Loſſes thoſe of his: Family had ſuſtained 
in ſupporting his Intereſts. The greateſt part of the 
Patricians, who were of his Faction, had the moſt con- 
ſiderable Employments and Poſts in the Republic given 
them, where, generally ſpeaking, they behaved like 
Tyrants, robbing the Provinces they were ſet over, and 
appropriating the Spoils to their own Uſe, and in every 
thing acting above all Laws but that of their-own. Will; 
and all this with Impunity, the Dictator having his 
own Reaſons to liten to no Complaint againſt them. 
Neither was the Poſſeſſion of immenſe: Treaſures, the 
Plunder of half a ruined World, ſuffici nt to content 
theſe haughty Lords; the abſolute Sway they had over 
the common People, without any Power above them, to 
whom they ſhou'd give account of their Actions, made 
them commit all manner of Injuſtices. , Sylla was not 
ignorant of theſe Diſorders, and feared; with reaſor, 
that if ſome Care were not taken to prevent the Con- 
tinuance of them, it muſt turn to the utter Ruin of the 
Rupublic : He, therefore, ſpoke both in public and pri- 
vate to the Authors ; but perceiving they little.regarded 
his Admonitions, and not daring to make uſe of any 
Violence to chaſtiſe their Exceſſes, he choſe to reſign 
the Dictatorſhip, and pals the reſt of his Days as a pri- 
vate Man. Þ 
Tus Populace, who know the Actions of thoſe a- 
bove them but ſuperficially, look'd on this Reſignation 
of Sy//a's as, the greateſt and moſt extraordinary Act of 
Moderation that ever had been known ; when, in reali- 
Ys it was occaſioned only by his Fear, that the Difor- 
ers which his Creatures committed every day, without 
any Puniſhment being given them, wou'd at laſt raiſe up 
the 
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the Spirit of the People againſt him, and compelled 
him to lay down an Authority which he owed to them, 
and held but by their Suffrage. 

Txvs this Man of Blood, who had ſacrificed ſo ma- 
ny Lives, to acquire his Power, permitted ſo much 
Cruelty and Injuſtice for the Support of it, and had 
been the greateſt part of his Life in War and Tumult, 
died in Peace, in the middle of his own Lands, and re- 
gretted by the People of Rome, who celebrated his Fu- 
neral with all imaginable Pomp; every one contribut. 
mg to the Honours paid him ; and the number who al- 
ſiſted at laying him in the Earth, was incredible. 

Tus Remains of Marius's Faction, who had eſcaped 

the Cruelty of Sy//a, and retired to Spain, in the Army 
of Sartorius, continued the civil War till the Death of 
that General, who fell by the hands of his own People, 
by the Conſpiracy of Perpenna; but ſome time after, 
this Traitor periſhed himſclf, and all Spain ſubmitted to 
the Romani, But the Troubles of this Republic were 
not yet at an end, and ſoon after, ſome of the greateſt 
Families ſerved in the Troops of the Gladiator Spar/a- 
eus, who involved all Italy in Confuſion, and was at la! 
deſtroyed by the Courage of Marczs Craſſus. « 
- PUBLIUS SERYFILIUS made War againſt the Pi- 
rates of Siga, took the Fortreſs of 1/auria, Which 
was their principal Retreat; and, in fine, ſubjugated 
both Slg and Jſanris, and obliged them to entreat 
Peace: But on occaſion of a new Revolt, the great 
Pompry was ſent with a powerful Sea Force, who at- 
tacked them fo vigorouſly, that in forty Days they were 
all deſtroyed. oy 

Tur Romans began now to be again incommoded by 
their ancient Enemy Mj/hridates, who being a little re. 
covered from thoſe Loſſes he had ſuſtained by the Arms 
of Hylla, entered into Cappadecia and Briihynia, at the 
head of a very formidable Army. Lucius Lucullus was 
ſent againſt him. They fought ſeveral Battles, in all 
which Mithridates had the worſt ; and the laſt deciſive 
one obliged him to fly for the Safety of his Perſon, a- 
mong the Mountains of Pontus. His Country was 4 
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dered, and the Romans returned loaded with immenſe 
Riches. 
. 2UINTUS METELLUS having attacked the Cre- 
tans, after ſeveral Combats gained the Victory; all their 
Cities and Towns were pillaged, or ſacked, and the 
whole Country converted to a ; Ft Province. 
MITHRIDATES now entered a third time into 
haly, with greater Forces than ever: Pompey marched 
againſt him with all the Flower of the Roman Cavalry, 
and gained over him Victories on Victories ; he con- 
quered all Phænicia, converted the whole Kingdom of 
Pontus into a Province of Rome; and then p into 
Juda, where, in return of ſome Affronts given by Ari. 
/i:bulus, King of the Fews, he attacked and took Jeru- 
ſalem by force, made the Walls be beaten down, and 
opened the way to the moſt ſacred Receſſes of the Tem- 
ple, into which he went, but followed only by a few 
Perſons, the Chiefs of his Army, and obliged the High 
Prieſt to explain to him the Faith of the eu,: But 
joining Piety to his Valour, he ſuffered no Prophana- 
tion to be done to that holy Place, nor any of the con- 
ſecrated Veſſels to be taken out of it; contenting him- 
ſelf with rendering Judea tributary, and to carry Ari- 
/tobulus a Captive to Rome, in order to grace his Tri- 
umph. 
Tus Spoils of theſe great Provinces conſiſted of 
vaſt Treaſures ; all which were carried to Rome, where 
things now began to take a new and better face than 
they had worn of a long time ; But it laſted but a ſmall 
ſpace of time; that Spirit of Diſſenſion, which before 
had been fo fatal to them, now revived again: Ambi- 
tious Projects and factious Cabals were carried on amon 
the great ones; the Increaſe of their Wealth —. 
ouly to afford them ſtronger means of Oppoſition. The 
Luxury of 4% had alio contributed to corrupt their 
Morals; and tho' every one was jealous of his Neigh- 
bour's Glory, few there were that took any care to pre- 
ſerve their own ; and the Roman Name, once fo fa- 
mous for Wiſdom, Moderation and Virtue, was now de- 
bled with the moſt criminal and ungovernable Paſſions ; 
the 
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che Treaſures of the conquered Nations ſeemed given 
them f6r a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing; and had they 
been leſs victorious, they had — beck more happy, 
becauſe more good. | | 

Ir was their private Debaucheries, their own Pride, 
and Envy of each other, that gave riſe to the Conſpi- 
racy of Lucius Cati/ine the Senator: This great Man 
having the Art to draw into his Party, the Pretor Len- 
tulus Cetbegus, with ſeveral other Senators, and ſome of 
the Prime of the Nobility ; the Fall of Rome ſeemed 
the more certain, as the Plot had been a long time con- 
trived by thoſe who had, as one may ſay, the very 
Heart of the Republic in their Hands. But the Pene- 
tration and Vigilance of Marcus Tullius Cicero diſcovered 
it, and made the Pretor Lentulus Cethegus, and the other 
principal Conſpirators, be ſeized ; who were no ſooner 
examined, than they confeſſed the whole Ground-work 
of the Deſign, and how it was intended to be carried 
on; theſe had a Puniſhment ſuitable to their Crime. 
But Cicero perceiving, by the Litt they gave him of the 
Names of their Accomplices, that ſome of the greateſt 
and moſt powerful Families in Rome were engaged in it, 
judged it improper, to puſh the Affair any farther; and 
having injoined filence to all that were acquainted with 
it, ſent the Conſul Antonius againſt Catiline, who had 
eſcaped into Taſcam, and had there raiſed Forces, with 
which he threatned Rome. Antonius gave him Battle, 
and Catilive was vanquiſhed, killed, and his Army in- 
tirely defeated. 

Ir was on this Occaſion, that Cato, Tribune of the 
People, hononred Cicero with the glorious Title of Fa- 
ther of his Country. This memorable Epoch was in 
the Year 690 from the Foundation of Reme. The 
Friends of the Confpirators had fo great a hatred for 
Cicero, that, three Years after, Publius Claudius, one of 
the Tribunes, cauſed him to be baniſhed ; and tho' he 
was recalled by the People in about fix Months, with 
all the Honours they cou'd poſſibly pay him, yet he was 
not leſs the Object of Deteſtation, by ſome very great 
en, 
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Men, who were at that time forming new Plots for ths 
Deſtruclion of the Republic. 

FULIUS CES AR having married his Daughter Julia 
to the great Pompey, there was the moſt ſtrict Amity 
between theſe two Heroes, that cou'd poſlibly be form- 
ed, and indeed enough to become the Grave of Re- 
publican Liberty; for Ce/ar being alſo allied to Marcus 
Craſus, furnamed the Rich, brought him alſo into a 
League with Pompey; and theſe three contrived ſuch 
Meaſures, as put into their Diſpoſal all the Affairs of 
the State. In eſtect, they ſhared the whole Empire 
among them; C-/ar for hve Years together, had the 
Government of the two Gauls, the Ciſalbine, and the 
Narbonneſe; that of Spain was the Portion of Pompey for 
the ſame time; and Craſſus had the Commiſſion of the 
War againſt the Par/þians. 

CESAR did ſuch great things in Gaul, that they ſub 
mitted intirely to him, and deſtroyed the Army of 
Arirviſtus, to whom they had given the Name of the 


Scourge; As for Craſſus, who was much leſs moderate and - 


pi us than Pompey, he ſacked Feruſalem, damaged the 
'emple, and carried away all the holy Veſſels; but this 
Sacrileze went not unpuniſhed, he loſt the next Battle 
he fought with the Parthians, his Son was killed, and 
himſelt periſhed by the Infidelity of that barbarous 
People. In to Pompey, he was elected Conſul, 
without any Colleague, a thing which never happened 
before ; with this Dignity, they conferred that of Dic- 


| kator, The Government of Cœſar was prolonged for five 


Years. more, in which time he pacified the Gaui, ſub- 
jugated the Germans, the Swedes, and the Englih. In 
this manner, always attended with Victory and Glory, 
did theſe two great Men rule the Empire, while a good 
Intelligence continued between themſelves. 

Bur the Death of Julia, Daughter of Ceſar, and 
Wife to Pampa, broke in ſander the Bonds of this 
beneficial Amity ; and the Object ſo dear to both, by 
all the Principles of Love and Nature, being removed, 
Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy ſucceeded : Both being 
delrous of Command, and neither. willing to _— 
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Animoſities and private Grudgings, made way for thoſe 
future Violences which hereafter broke forth fo fatally 
for the Common-weal. Pompey having perſuaded the 
Roman People, that the Power of Ce/ar was prejudicial 
to the Republic, he procured by his Contrivances a De. 
cree, by which C:/ar was commanded to diſband his 
Army within a time prefixed. To this C:/ar refuſed 
— Panto and the Conſuls, by virtue of that Decree, 
raiſed Forces in order to oblige him to it. 

CES AR perceiving what they were about, quitted 
the Gaz/s, and marched into Itah, where he did much 
Miſchief to the Provinces ; all thoſe Perſons whom they 
ſuſpected to be of his Party, were conſtrained to leave 
their Dwellings, and go to join Pompey : But Ceſar, in- 
formed that the Hearts of the greateſt Number were on 
his Side, marched directly to Rome, where he entered in 


à triumphant Manner, without any Oppoſition, cauſed 
himſelf to be 8 DiRator, converted the public 


Treaſures to his own Uſe, compelled Pompey, by the 
Force of his Arms, to abandon Jaly, and to retire into 
Greece, where the famous Battle of Pharſalia decided 
the Fate of the Republic, in the Year goo from the 
Foundation of Rome. 

POMPEY depending on the Friendſhip of Ptolemy, 
took-refuge in Egype, where that ungrateful Monarch 
cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated. C/, went there, and 
was in equal Danger, by the Treaſon of the fame Po. 
l; from which he ſaved himſelf, but by ſetting fire 
to his Fleet, and it was the Flames of the burning Veſ- 


ſels which conſumed that moſt celebrated Library of 
Alexandria, founded by Ptolemy Philadilpbus, and aug- 


mented with ſuch Care by his Succeſſors; a Loſs irrepa- 
rable to the Republic of Letters. 

Tus Fortune of Car preſerved him from this 
Danger; Prolemy periſhed, and all Egypt! ſubmitted to 
the Roman Power; aiter which Car tet Clopatraron 
the Throne of her Anceſtors ; and knowing that du- 


ring the civil Wars, Pharnaces, Son of Mitbridates, had 


taken an Opportunity to attack the Roman Provinces, 
he marched againſt him with ſo much Diligence and 
Speed, that Pharnaces felt the Weight of his my 
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before he thought of his Approach : From thence he 
poured like a Torrent into Africa, and was victorious 
over Juba, King of Mauritania, who, by giving w__ 
to the Remains of Pompey's Party, had prolonged t 
civil War, 

SCIPIO and Cato were at the head of theſe Troops, 
but they were ever defeated ; and Ce/ar put to death 
A/ranius, and ſeveral other Senators, whom he ſuſpected 
to have given encouragement to the Enemies. Cato, 
who had retired into a City of Utica, fearing to fall liv- 
ing into the hands of Cæſar, and ſcorning to be under 
any Obligation to a perſon he looked upon as the De- 
ſtroyer of the Liberty of his Country, prevented it, by 
plunging a Dagger in his own Boſom. After his Death, 
C:/ar returned to Rome, where he. ordered four Tri- 
umphs to be prepared for him; one for the Gault, one 
for Egypt, one for Pontus, and one for Africa, He was 
informed, that Cucius and Sextus Pompeius, Sons of the 
great Pompey, were in Spain with a conſiderable Army; 
on which he flew thither, and again triumphed over 
theſe -illuſtrious, but unfortunate. young Men. Cuciut 
loſt his Life, and S-xtus fled; and this intirely put an 
end, at once, to the civil War, and the Liberty of the 
Roman People.; nothing now in the Republic preſerving 
its former tace. | 

CESAR, on his return to Rome, was honoured with 
the new-Title of perpetual Dictator; after which, he 
made many Laws, and extended the Circumference of 
the City 3 the extreme Flattery of the Senate, who 
exalted him to Dignity, gave him a Throne, a Temple, 
and a Prieſt, and altered the Name of the fifth Month 
from 2uintilis to that of Julius, made him imagine him. 
ſelf ſo much above all Mankind beſides, that he deci- 
ded all the Aﬀairs of the Empire, without any other 
Counſel than that of his own Will, affecting in every 
thing the behaviour of Royalty. 

Tuis Arrogance gave occaſion to a Conſpiracy, by ſo 
much the more dangerous, as it was formed by Perſons, 
wWwao had been among the number of his beft Friends, 
and who were ſtill held as ſuch even by himſelf : They 
were not indeed Enemies to him, but to his Vices; and 

Vol, IV. I, as 
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as they were now grown args, and alſo conta. 
ious, there was no way to fave the whole Community, 
— by cutting off this corrupted Member. 
- In the fifth Year of his Dictatorſhip, a Day was 
appointed for all the Senate to aſſemble in the Theatre 
of Pompey. Ceſar, who always made them expect him 
a long time, came not till they were all fat down. At 
his Entrance, they all roſe up to do him honour, and 
the principal of the Conſpirators crouding neareſt to 
him, as moſt officious to teſtify their Zeal, took the ad- 
vantage of that Moment, and aſſaſſinated him in full 
Senate, and the face of Day: He fell, disfigured with 
thirty-ſix Wounds, among which, thoſe given by Brutus 
and Ca/fius were the deepeſt. 
A 11TTLE time before this Misfortune happened, ha- 
ing no Children of his own living, he adopted, and 
— his Heir, the young Caius Octavius, his Siſter's 
Son. The Conſul Marcus Antonius, who performed the 
Honours of his Funeral Obſequies, mounted the Ro/trum, 
and after a very elegant Oration, dif; played his bloody 
Robe, which animated the People in ſuch a manner, 
againſt the Conſpirators, that they vowed to revenge the 
Death of Ce/ar on their Heads, and thoſe of their Pod. 
terity. With this aſſiſtance, Marcus Antonius ſeized Ci/- 
Alpine, and beſieged the Pretor Decimus Brutus, He 
was then, by the Perſuaſions of Cicero, declared a Trai- 
tor to his Country; and the Conſuls Hircius and Panja 
were ſent" againſt him with a conſiderable Army. The 
young Caius Ochavius followed them with another: The 
Conſuls joined Antonius near a City then called Mutinus, 
but now Modena, and gave him Battle. The two Con- 
ſuls loſt their Lives, but their Army was victorious. Oc. 
tawius joined them with his Forces. Marcus Antonius 
was totally defeated ; and having loſt all his Cavalry, 
eſcaped with them to Marcus Lepidus, who commanded 
a great Army beyond the Ah. 
OCTAYIUS wou'd not give himſelf the trouble of 
uing them, but marched, with his three Armies, 
directly to Rome, where, tho' he was but twenty Years 
old, he demanded the Conjulate, The Senate urged, it 
| | Was 
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was againſt their Laws, and the People oppoſed it by all 
the — in their power: But — was — no 
more ; a Roman Citizen, once equal with a King, was 
now little better than a Slave ; as the Body of a Com- 
munity will ever be, while armed Thouſands are kept 
in Pay to enforce Obedience. Odtauius pleaded but in 
vain, he therefore threatened, Rome trembled, and what 
his Services had not yet made him worthy of obtaining, 
was yielded to the Terror of his Legions. A ſufficient 
Warning to all free Countries to beware of ſtanding 
Armies. | 

MARCUS ANTONIUS and Lepidus having been 
declared Enemies to the People of Rome, the new Con- 
ful O4awius was ſent againſt chem, with all the Forces 
of the Empire ; but remembering with how much Re- 


luctance he obtained his Dignity, and not doubting but 


the People wanted nothing more than a favourable 
portunity of regaining their ancient Rights and Free- 
dom, inſtead of combating, he joined Intereſts with 
Lepidus and Antonius, and entered into a League with 
them, for laying freſh Burthens on the Commonalty of 
Rome, and for revenging the Death of Cæſar on all his 
Enemies. This was that famous Triumvirate which loſt 
the State ſo much Blood. Cicero, abandoned by O#a- 
vius, to the Reſentment of Antonius, was aſſaſſinated by 
his own Servants, who after cutting off his Head and 
his Hands, put them, by the Order of Aug, upon 
the Buttreſſes of the Gallery, where the Tripunes made 
their pou — — The People beheld, =_ Hor- 
ror, emains of this t Man, ignominiouſly ex- 
pb in the ſame Place i which his Eloquence had 
en ſo much admired, and where he had a thouſand 
times been called the Father of his Country : But Com- 
plainings in ſecret were now all the Relief was left them, 
and they durſt ſcarce be ſeen to mourn his or their own 
Misfortunes. a 
AFTER the Triumvirate had fully ſatiated their Re- 
venge, and made themſelves Maſters of the Senate and 
the People, parted the Empire between them, in 
this manner: The Levant, and all Greece, fell to Mar- 
as Antonius, Africa to * and the Weft to Caius 
2 OXavius ; 
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 O&awius ; they left Sicily to Sextus Pompey, who had a 
very puiſſant Force by Sea; and as Ofawius had been 
adopted by Cz/ar, he conformed himſelf to the Law 
Curialis; and took upon him the Name of Julius Ceſar 
Ocbawius, according to the Roman Cuſtom. 

Hz afterwards ſummoned all the other Perſons con- 
cerned in the Aſſaſſination of his Uncle Julius Ceſar, 
and obtained a Sentence of Death ſhou'd be paſſed on 
them. From the inning of theſe laſt civil Wars, 
Ota vin and Lepidus declared themſelves Revengers 
of the Murder of Ceſar; and knowing that Marcus B. u- 
tus and Caius Caſſius were in The//aly, with the remain- 
der of thoſe Romans who had ſtill enough of public 
Spirit in them, to chuſe rather to live free in Baniſh- 
ment, than to be Slaves at home, they marched againſt 
chem with conſiderable Forces, and gave them Battle in 
the Philippic Fields, near the City of Philippi. Brutus 
and Caſtus were defeated, and both died by their own 
Weapons, to avoid falling into the hands of their Ene- 
5 and with them died the laſt hopes of the Re- 

lie. 

: Tuts Victory obtained, OZawius began to think of 

Sextus Pompey, who had yet remaining a conſiderable 

Party in the Senate, and among the People. A great 

Armament was raiſed, both by Sea and Land; and the 

Command given to Marcus Agrippa, who defeated S:x- 

tus, firſt in a naval Fight, and afterwards by Land; then 

' ſet fire to his Fleet, burned all his Veſſels, and forced 
him to fly into Africa, where he died, after having 

languiſhed a long time. This Vifory, and the Con- 

queſt of Sicily, gave occaſion to a Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween the Triumwirate. 

LEPIDUS, wo pretended a Right to Sicih, and 
had twenty ions under his Command, openly de- 
clared he wou'd diſpute it by force of Arms; but 
O#awius, who had an equal number of Men continvally 
in Arms, had nothing to fear from his Menaces : How- 
ever, thinking it beſt to proceed by Policy, he em- 
ployed Emiſſaries, who, partly by Perſuaſions, and part- 
ly by Bribes, won over the Chiefs of Zepidus's N K 

| : | | * 
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by whom ſeeing himſelf forſaken, he was conſtrained 
to ſubſcribe to all Oc avi wou'd have him. 

Write his Heart was elevated with this Succeſs, 
he entertained Deſigns to humble Marcus Antonius, whole 
Power was an Impediment to that univerſal Sway he 
now began to be ambitious of. His Amour with Cleo- 
atra ſeemed favourable to his Projects; he cauſed a 
| Report to be ſpread, that Antonius had formed a Con- 
0 ſpiracy with the Princes of the Eaſt, to bring a War into 
Rome, to deſtroy entirely the Authority of the Senate, 
: aboliſh the Laws, convert it into an abſolute Monarchy, 
Fl — 5 a ſtrange Queen to reign over the Roman 

cople. _ 

Tu x Conduct of Antonius gave but too much room for 
belief to ſuch diſcourſes ; for tho' he was not ignorant 
of the ambitious Views of Ofavius, and had a Power 
ſufſicient enough to have quelled them; yet his Love 
tranſported him beyond all other Conſiderations, and he 
even provoked the Romani ſo far, as to put away his 
Wife Octavia, the Siſter of OZavius, and eſpouſed that 
of Cleopatra ſo fatal to his Glory, his Intereſt, and, at laſt, 
to his Life. There needed no better a Pretence for Oc- 


” of or 


f tavius to declare him an Enemy to the Country ; 

ba Forces were raiſed on both fides, and, in a ſhort time, 
5 the Grecian and Macedonian Seas were covered with 
wh Ships of War, and the Countries all round about full of 
d the moſt formidable Armies of the Earth. They came 
8 to a Battle, where Octavuiu being vid orious, purſued 
by 


Antonius into Egypt, and that unhappy 3 
ceiving himſelf deſerted by thoſe he mot confided in, 
put an end to his Life with his own hands ; and the 
d beautiful Cauſe of his undoing, the too charming C/eo- 
patra, to avoid the ſhame of attending the Triumph of 
the Conqueror, ſtung herſelf to death with the Venom 


ly of an Aſpic. + 
** Tavs the whole Authority devolved on Odavius Ce- 
oy Jar, who now no longer having any Oppoſers to the 


. Scheme he had _ ſince projected, converted the Re- 

£ wage into an abſolute Monarchy. And thus the Divi- 

: on, begun by Marius and Sylla, drew, by degrees, 

/ the Romans — ———— 
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and loft, for ever, that Liberty of which they had in 
former Times been ſo ſcrupulouſly jealous. 
Tuis, faid Sikviana, is a moſt ſatisfactory Abridge- 
ment of the Roman Hiſtory, and one cannot too much 


admire the Memory and eſs with which Thea 
mont has run through ſuch a Courſe of different and ſur- 
prifing Accidents. 


Tus manner, added Horterfia, in which thoſe won- 
derful Revolutions have been delivered to us, ſo as to 
make us comprehend, in a few Minutes, the 
Events of a great number of Years, wou' d bo indeed 
aſtoniſhing, had the Relation. not proceeded from the 
mouth of a Perſon ſo accuſtomed to pleaſe, that nothing 
he does can be amazing, unleſs he cou'd become, - which 
is impoſſible, dull and uninſtructive 

OROQPHANES, who perceived his Friend was be- 
ginning to be uneaſy at the Compliments they made 

im, put a-ſtap to any farther Speech, by ſaying : The 
Fall of the Roman Republic was neceſſary to ſhew the 
World the great ities of OFawius Cœſar; and I 
think Poſterity wou'd have had a great Loſs, if he had 
not been Emperor. After he had extinguiſhed all the 
Factions in Nome, vanquiſhed all his Enemies at home 
and abroad, turned Egypt into a Province; added, by 
his - Victories, many Countries to the Empire; given 
Peace to the whole World, both by Land and Sea, and 
ſhut upthe Temple of Jana,; then did his Wiſdom ap- 
pear in the bigh#& degree! He ſet himſelf to the Study 
of the Laws, reformed what he found amiſs, and made 
ſeveral new and very excellent ones; ſhewed the com- 
mon People, that he knew how to command with Mild- 
neſs, when they were ready to obey with Chearfulneſs. 
He took the ſame care of the adminiſtration of public 
\ Juſtice, that the meaneſt perſon had an equal Advantage 
with the greateſt, and, by his prudent Behaviour m 
every thing, gained an univerſal Love and Applaule : 
He was dear to his People, and formidable to foreign 
Nations: His Reputation reached even to the Extremi- 

ties of the ladies; the of thoſe vaſt Regions ſent 
Ambaſſadors to intreat an Alliance with him, and the 
Jothians made him the Arbitrator of their GE 
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in r c es obliged the Senate to honoar him with 
the Title of Auguſtus; and the fixth Month which was 
e called Sextilis, was, in compliment of him, ever after 
ch named Auguſtus. . 
2 He fo well maintained the Dignity of thoſe illuſtrious 
r- Titles and Honours conferred on him, that never Mo- 
narch had leſs of Envy, or more of Admiration. He 
N- conſiderably enlarged the City of Rome; and as the 
to Buildings were moſtly Earth and Brick, he now raiſed. 
us 2 Edifices of Marble, of Jaſper and Porphiry, 
d conducted Waters thro' Aqueducts, from great 
he diſtances to the very centre of the City. 
ag Bur, as Thelamont obſerved, nothing contributed 
ch mote to his Glory, than his exact Obſervance of the 
Laws and impartial Juitice;; his admirable Skill in Poli- 
e- tics alſo merits the extremeſt Praiſe. During his Reign, 
de the Cities and Provinces enjoyed a perfect Peace; but 
he tho' he had ſo well the Art to know and to. oblige all 
he Diſpoſitions, yet was he not ſelf-ſufficient enough to de- 
I pend on any thing, or in other Words, to leave any 
ad thing to Chance: He thought the ſureſt way to keep 
he Peace, was to deter from War; and therefore had cer- 
ne tain Legions gariſon'd in all the Provinces of Europe, 
by Alia and Africa, the Number of which, all together, 
en conſiſted of 200009 Foot Soldiers, and 40000 Horſe, 
nd with 300 Elephants, all trained and practiſed in War. 

p- Tazse- Troops were well equipp'd, and exactly 
Y paid; and by a wiſe Precaution, 300000 Harneſſes dit- 
de perſed in all the ſtrong Places of the Empire, to be 
m- ready in caſe of any Accident. The Armies were un- 
d- der the Command of the moſt able and experienced 
ls. Ofticers, moſt of them having ſerved in the Wars of 
lic Julius Ceſar, or thoſe Auga/ti had himſelf in the be- 
ge ginning of his Reign, and with whom both of them 
in had gained ſuch great Victories. For the intire Security 
'F of the Frontiers of his Empire, he alſo augmented his 
gn Navy to the Number of 2000 Veſſels and Gallies, 
M- all well manned and ſtored with Ammunition ; beſides: 
nt thoſe, he had 800 great Tranſports, - which they called 
” Tholmicks, deſtined tor the onus of the Army; * 
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of theſe Tho/micks were alſo employed in the magniti- 
cent Entertainments with which the Emperor frequentiy 
diverted the People; they were finely carved, gilded, 
and painted, enriched with all forts of Ornaments, and 
diſtinguiſhed by an Infinity of wo. wi Flags, and 
Streamers, beſides other Marks particular to each Veſ- 
fel ; on the Prow of one was a Wolf, on another a Lion, 
a third had a Tyger, a fourth a Sphinx, a fifth a Bull, 
a fixth a Minotaur, a ſeventh a Horſe; and ſo on to all 
ſorts of animals; but the Reman Eagle, as the principal 
Enſign of the Empire, made the Ship which bore it 
moſt reſpected. This great Navy had for its Admiral 
the Prefect of the Sea, from whom every inferior Com- 
mander received Orders, and the Prefect gave an ac- 
count of every thing to the Emperor, who, tho' in 
Peace, buſied himſelf continually in the Theory of 
War, and liſtened with pleaſure to all that was ſaid to 
him on that ſubject. The Funds for maintaining theſe 
Forces, as well as thoſe of the Land, were put into the 
hands of Treaſurers, who on no Pretext whatever durſt 
apply them to any other uſe, the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch 
a Practice being immediate Death. Theſe vaſt Fleets 
were diftributed, ſome in the Ports of the Ocean, ſome 
in the Mediiterancan, and others in the Mouths of the 
Rivers of one and the other Sea. . | 

Bur if this Emperor merited the Love of the Roman 
People, for the Advantages he procured them, he was 
| more —_ the Admiration of the whole World, 
of his Sentiments, by the juſt choice 

of his Friends and Favourites, by the Proofs 
of his Clemency and Liberality, and by the 
Efteem he paid to all Men of Letters, or that excelled 
in any Science, under his Reign. "\ 
WrTrovuT an Of#avius Auguſtus, we, perhaps, had 
never known a Mecenas, or an Agrippa, a Horace, a Vir- 
gil, or an Ovid; and it is for this Reaſon, I believe, that 
Poſterity wou'd have loſt much, if it had not been for 
Your Reflection is very juſt, replied Urania ; no 
body can deny, that Ofaviur was well deſerving of 
- 7 2 uni- 
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univerſal Rule; and that Ambition is far from being a 
Crime in thoſe, who like him are capable of governing 
with ſo much Glory. . 

Wirnouvr doubt. added Felicia ; for Auguſtus cou'd 
never have brought about thoſe great Things he did, if 
he had not been in a Station which permitted him the 
— of his Deſigns, without Controul or Contra - 

iction. 

Anp methinks, continued» ſhe, one cannot reflect on 
this Hiſtory, without admiring the Decrees of Provi- 
dence, which, out of all the Earth, made choice of a 
Man no more than twenty Vears of Age, to pluck down 
the Pride and Vanity of the Roman Republic; which, 
under the Pretext of Liberty, their favourite Idol, plun- 
dered the Nations they ſubdued, took upon them to 
give Laws to all the Earth, and to diſtribute Crowns and 
Scepters, according to their Caprice or their Intereſts, 
making Slaves of Kings, and Kings of Slaves, ap 
priating the Treaſures of the one to gratify the other, 
and forming nothing but ambitious, and ſometimes in- 
human Projects. I know not if it is the little Propen- 
ſity I have to like that fort of Government, which 
makes me think in this manner; but I confeſs, if I find 
Virtues in many of the old Romans, I find a great num 
ber of Faults in the Republic in general; I ſee more of 
Pride and Oftentation in all they did, than a true Mag- 
nanimity of Mind; and even in their moſt worthy Ac- 
tions, there appears to me a certain Barbariſm. 

Trvz Glory has ſomething in it ſweet and modeſt ; 
this exceſſive Love of Liberty inſpires Deſigns rather 
bold than generous, and ſometimes cruel and bloody; 
but in a People ſubmitted to the Will of one Maſter, 
Love, Zeal, and Fidelity engroſs all their Sentiments, 
as Tenderneſa, Care, and Generoſity do thoſe of him 
that rules them. | ; 

Ws, Madam, anſwered Melantu, that are born in a 
Kingdom, where arbitrary Government has been long 
eitabliſhed, ought to be of this Opinion for our Peace 
of Mind ; but were you to hear the Arguments on the 
other ſide of the Queſtion, you wou'd perhaps have 
different Ideas. I grant, "_ where a Kings 'raly 
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the Father of his People, has no Ambition farther than 
to make them happy, has no peculiar Favourites, who, 
by a partial Indulgence, he permits to prey upon his 
meaner Subjects, but diftributces his Juſtice to all alike, 
and his Bounties only to thoſe diſtinguiſhed for their Vir- 
tues ; then is monarchical Government preferable to all 
others. But alas! how few Kingdoms in the World can 
boaſt of ſuch a Prince ! All the Eaſt, and great part of the 
North and South, are rather Slaves than Subjects: And 
the Deſire of extending the Prerogative among Kings is 
fo natural, that it mul be indeed a more than common 
ſhare of Humanity and Moderation that reſtrains them 
from giving the utmoſt Looſe to this darling Paſſion. 
| ALL Men, added Th:lamont, were born free; but as 

the Paſſions too much indulged wou'd deſtroy all the 
focial Virtues, it was neceſſary they ſhou'd be under the 
Reſtriction of Laws, and that the Fears of Puniſhment 
might deter thoſe whom the Love of Goodneſs wou'd 
not allare : For the execution of Laws, there muſt be 
Magiſtrates and Officers, and, leſt there might be Cor- 
ruption in them alſo, there was one ſet over them, with 
the awful Title of Yicegerent of Gd, to the end, his 
Commands might be obſerved with a greater Reve- 
rence, and his Perſon inſpire the more Awe. This was 
the firſt Inſtitution of Kings: They were made fo, not 
ſo much for the Good of themſelves and Families, as 
for the Good of the .Community in general; and I 
therefore think thoſe Nations are the happieſt, whoſe 
Monarchs are bound by certain Laws, which if they in- 
fringe, the Subjects are abſolved from all Allegiance. 

Tuts is the Caſe in all elective Monarchies, replied 
Orophanet, yet we have ſeen Inconveniencies in that 
too; and let us agree ever ſo long, there neither is nor 
can be any perfect State on Earth: Ambition will be 
always predominant among Kings, Flattery among Cour- 
tiers, ſiniſter Views among Miniſters, and Bribery and 
Corruption among the People. | 
LISIMOND was preparing to make ſome Reply to 
this Obſervation, when the Servants came in to lay the 
Cloth, Urania having given Orders, that — ſhou'd 


be brought into Florinda's Apartment. Repaſt 
* was 
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was accompanied with the ſame Delicacies as the others. 
Alcippe Liſimond contributed very much to the pleas 
ſure of the Entertainment, by their Wit and Gaiety. 
They fat pretty long at Table, and Urania fearing that 
Florinda was ſomewhat incommoded by their having 
paſt the whole Day with her, obliged the Company to 
ſeparate. Alcippe and Lifimond went into their Chariot, 
in order to return to the Caſtle of Ce/emena, promiſing to 
attend Urania the next Morning, Aſter their Depar- 
ture, every one took leave of Eraſmus and Florinda, that 
they might enjoy a Repoſe, which ſeemed neceſſary to» 
her, after ſo long a Converſation. And this agreeable 
Society yielded themſelves to Sleep, in the hope, that 
the Day following would afford hom no leſs Pleaſure- 
than this had done. 
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THE 


2 HE Night being paſt, and the wiſhed Hour 
for re-aſſembling arrived, Florinda, who 
a found herſelf perfectly recovered, went to 
- 2 the Apartment of Urania, to prevent the 
DAP We Trouble ſhe wou'd elſe have given herſelf 
ED in coming to hers : She there found Feli 
cia : and theſe two charming Friends were extremely 
rejoiced to find ſhe was in a condition to enjoy the Plea- 
ſures this fine Morning made them hope the Day wou'd 
yield. They went all together to the Chamber where 
Celemena was lodged ; with her was already Sifviant, 
—_— Camilla ; Julia and Hortenfia ſoon after join- 

ang t > a 
Tus firſt Compliments were ſcarce over, when The/a- 
mont, Orophanes, Arſames, Eraſmus, Alphonſo and Melan- 
tus, accompanied 4/cippe and Liffmond, who had burned 
with the extremeſt Impatience to return to that — 2 
ful Manſion, and more inchanting Society. Madam, 
faid Alippe to Urania, the Goodneſs we have found in 
you, emboldens us to this early Vifit: The Charms we 
find here, and the extreme Deſire we have to enjoy as 
much of them as poſſible, has carried us ſomewhat be- 
yondthe Bounds of that exact Politeneſs, which, _ 
| er 
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other things, wou'd forbid us to abuſe the Marks you 
have favoured us with of yours. | 
Every one of us, anſwered Urazia with a Smile, 


has a Share in this Compliment; ſince it will at once 


ſatisfy all the Demands of Love, Eſteem, and Friend. 


ſhip. . 

Por an end to all Ceremony, cried Orophanes ; and 
ſince there is nothing now to hinder-us from following 
the Cuſtom / eſtabliſhed here, let us render this day e- 
qually inſtructive and entertaining, as the others have 
been, by diverſifying our Occupations. + | 

OROPHANES, you muſt know, was the Legiſlator, 
ſaid Felicia, looking on him with the moſt charming 
Air; and as he has had the Honour to preſcribe us 
Laws, and to ſee us ſubmit to them, you cannot won- 
der he is tenacious of that Advantage, and jealous of 
any Infringement, ER | 

He has Reaſon, anſwered Ar/ames; the Laws he has 
impoſed have too many Charms for us, and we paſs our 
Time in them too agreeably, for them not to be obſer- 
ved inviolably. Otherwiſe, ſaid Camilla, we had not 


with one common Voice fo readily ſubſcribed to them; 


and as for my own part, whenever I find them not 
agreeable to me, that is, when I cannot be inſtructed 
without diſcovering my Ignorance, I ſhall give my Vote 
againſt them; tho I aſſure you, I have no ſuch Inclina- 
tion at preſent, nor believe I ever ſhall. + 0 
Howe vs, ſaid Urania, I find ſome . ap- 
hending the meaning of Orophanes's laſt Words; 
ſeems to propoſe a Diverſity of Occupations, Which, 
methinks, does not agree with the Order we have hi- 
therto preſerved, nor can I think ſuch a Diverſity wou'd 
any way agree with the Conduct ' preſcribed to us. 
How, Madam, replied he with Vivacity, is it not in 
the Subjects of our Entertainments? Do we not run 
over all the memorable Actions, both of the great and 
the inferior World? Do we not paſs from the ferrous to 
the gay, from the learned to the imple, from the heroic 
to the fender In fine, is it not by this diverſifying 
our Converſation, that we recal Times paſt, c 
them with the preſent, then animad vert on the Per- 
| fections 
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ſections or Miſtakes of both, and alternately praiſe, or 
teſtify our Diſlike ? | 

WII have defended- yourſelf, my dear Oro. 

en, ſaid Thelamont; nor did I expect leſs from you. 

ut ſince you have ſo agreeably made out the Pleaſures 

of Diverſification and Complaiſance, made ſo many. of 

the Company deny themſelves the Enjoyment of one of 

- thoſe Entertainments your Laws allowed us, I am of 

Opinion we ought not to neglect the Invitation the ſweet 
Air now gives us to the Garden. : 

I am of your Party, cried Celemena haſtily, and con- 
templating on the Beauties of that Place, was beginning 
to wiſh the like Propoſal might be made. Beſides, con- 
tinued-ſhe, ſmiling, and looking on Acippe and Li/imond, 
J ſee ſome Perſons here, to whom a little Tour wou'd 
be doubly agrecable. | 

Wa underſtand you, replied S//v;ana with the moſt 

ſprightiy Air ; but to ſhew how very unjuſt your Rail- 
lery is, we will never be out, either of your /ſight or 

N | | 
— your quitting us, ſaid Urania, I will, for 

once, make a Law in my own Houle, by which, both 
you and Areliſe ſhall be condemned to hear nothing du- 
ring the time of our Walking, but what proceeds from 
the Mouths of Lifmond and Alcippe. With theſe Words, 
taking Cælemena by the Arm, accompanied by Thelamont, 
Oreh 


anes and Felicia, Camilla Flerinda alſo con- 
by their Spouſes, and Arſamos and Melantus ha- 
ving given their Hands to their amiable Spouſes, S:/- 
— Areliſe were obliged to yield theirs to Liffmond 
cippe. 
| — ap tender Lovers were ſenſible of the ex- 
tremeſt Pleaſure, in having this Opportunity of enter. 
_ taining the Objects of their Paſſion in this particular 
Manner; for tho' the whole Company walked the ſame 
Way, yet did they go at ſuch a diſtance, as not to be 
- heard by each other. Silvia, who was of a Humour 
intirely free, and abhorred all Conſtraint, gave Lifimond 
dn Audience as favourable as he cou'd have wiſhed ; and 
* d the Satisfaction to read in W 
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fible Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing the Proteſtations he 
made her of an eternal and inviolable Affection. 
ARELISE was eq ſenſible of thoſe of the ena- 
mour'd 4/cippe ; but as ſhe was naturally more reſerved: 
and ſerious: than her charming Friend, ſhe cou'd not, 
without the utmoſt Diſorder, ſuffer herſelf to be enter- 
tained in this particular manner by a Man, in the View 
of ſo many Perſons. This Exceſs of "Modeſty gave her 
a certain Air, which very much alarmed Alcippe, and 
not able to contain the Trouble with which he was agi- 
tated, You anſwer me not, beautiful A#eli/e, ſaid he; 
nay, you ſeem to liſten to me with Regret ——— 
Your Eyes are ſo much attached to thoſe Who follow us, 
as gives me cauſe to fear, they would behold with plea- 
fure ſome other Perſon than the tender and ever paſ- 
fionate Alcippe. Ah] cruel Areliſe, continued he, look- 
ing on her with a Countenance wholly abaſhed, it was 
not in this manner that you behaved to me at the Houſe 
of Merina. ' 
Tr1s Reproach ſurprized Areliſe, and made her re- 
collect, that ſhe had not indeed given that Attention to 
her Lover, which his Fidelity had merited from her; 
but as her Heart had no ſhare in thoſe exterior Move- 


ments which gave him ſo much Pain, and were only 


cauſed by the Fears of appearing too free before that 
Company, ſhe hefitated not to juſtify herſelf. 
I BeLtEve, ſaid ſhe, that you were too much aſſured 


of my Heart, to expoſe your own to unjuſt Suſpicions. 


However, to confirm you more, be perſuaded, Alcippe, 
that in what Place ſoever I am, I have no Object half fo 
valuable to me as yourſelf ; and if I teſtified my 'Sent- 
ments more openly at Merina's, it was becauſe I con'd 
do it without Prejudice to that Decorum, which I wou'd 
preſerve above all things : I have confeſs'd to you 
a thouſand times in her preſence, that Aleippe was dearer _ 
to me than my Life, becauſe the Authority of a Fa- 
ther commanded me to put no Diſguiſe upon my 
Thoughts; but here we are with Perſons who are Stran- 
gers to us, and who are too lately become our Friends, _ 


to parden ſuch an Indulgence n 
F ' * | 
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Wi muſt, my dear Alcippe, act according to the 
Times and Places we are in; and whatever Paſſion has 
an Influence over us, never do any thing which may 
call either Modeſty or Diſcretion in queſtion. The Po. 
liteneſs of Urania has given us this Opportunity, we 
muſt prove ours by not abuſing it. This it was that 
made me turn my Eyes continually on the Company, to 
ſee if they were not re-aſſembled without us; and it is 
this that obliges me to entreat we may join ourſelves to 
them, after having reiterated the Aſſurance, that 1 love 
only you, and never ſhall love another. How well, my 
charming Areliſe, reply d he, eagerly kiſſing her Hand, 
in ſpite of her Efforts to hinder him, do you know to 
make me die with Joy and Grief at the ſame time! 
But, continued he, you muſt be obeyed. Then a little 
Hhaſtening his Steps, he advanced toward part of the 
Company; as they walked, Alcippe purſuing the Con- 
verſation. However, ſaid he, my dear Areliſe, you muſt 

it me to tell you, that your Modeſty here is more 
ferupulou than juſ. 

Wi are on the Point of being united for ever, by the 
Conſent of thoſe to whom we owe our Being: We love 
each other, and have the Happineſs to make part of a So- 
ciety ſull of Wit, Equity, Good nature, and whoſe prin- 
cipal good Fortune conſiſts in the Felicities Hymen be- 
tows on then. All here are married Lovers, ſeem 

of rendering their Paſſion inſeparable from their 
ty, and are every Moment giving each other the 
moſt tender Teſtimonies of Affection. There is not, 
therefore, a Place in the World where you might better 
reconcile the Severity of your Duty with the 

of your Paſſion. 

Wr theſe Words, they came ſo near to Urania and 
Celemena, that Arelgſe had not time to reply; but Ura- 
nia, who had hea A ag of the Diſcourſe of Alcippe, 
and eaſily comprehended the Subject, took his part in 
theſe Terms: Nothing is more juſt, ſaid ſhe, than 
this Argument of Alcippe s, and it is forming a very 
wrong Judgment of our Minds and Humours, to be 
©. afraid of making us Witneſſes of thoſe mutual Proofs 
you wou'd give each other of an honourable and 
x autho- * 


* 


| hh 

authorized Flame. It is one of our chief Maxims; 
ſaid wh gp laughing, we obey it with Pleaſure and 
Exactneſs, and fly all thoſe Perſons who approve not of 
it. I find it too much according to my on Inclina- 
tion, replied Areliſe bluſhing, not to approve of it; and 


ſhall readily obey it in its fulleſt Extent, when. once 
28 has * to the Name of Lover, that of Hui 
band. | | 


_ Dvry will always have the firſt Rank with Areliſe, 
fajd Silviang, coming up to them; and I am much 
miſtaken, if ſhe does not in ſecret proach me for ha- 
ving ſuffered Liſimond to entertain me Meng. | 

| ok my part, ſaid Camilla, I canngt'think you have 
at all erred in ſo doing: It is certainly Point of Duty 
to ſhew ſame Complaiſance to him, is deſtined. to 
be our Huſband, even before he is Jo, that he may 
Judge of; the ſurure by the pręſent. 1546 
. Tz1s Decifion of Camilla's made all the Company 
laugh . heartily ; and C:/emena firſt giving over, It muſt 
be conſeſs d, faid ſhe, that nothing affords à greater 
Contentment of Mind, than when o ina are 
conformable to our Duty. ö 

Wirnovr doubt, added Julia; nor nothing a great - 

2 78888 

as is too frequently the Caſe, eſpecially. am erſons 

of a ay den Quality,, or the Blood Royal, who are 

hoy to marry for the good of the State, without 
RS cher of the one or the other, being con» 
k Ty 8 

You wou' d then be preatly ſurprized, beautiful Julia, 

ſaid, M{cippe, to ſee a Woman, by the Exceſs of her: Duty ' 
only, do all that cou'd be. exatted by the molt; aden 
and violent Affection. That wou'd be Virtue indeed; 4 
anſwered Julia, and the moſt exalted Proof that cou © 
poſſibly be given of it I do believe there may be 
ſuch Women, but the Examples of them are very rare; 
and I ſhou'd be fir d with the utmoſt Admiration of one 
capable of it. 

ov wou'd then admire Donna Elvira de Zuares, 
reſumed Alcippe; and it is for her Glory, that I 
wou'd bring this amiable Society acquainted = her | 


* 
R = 


. I wiſh, interrupted” Hortenſſa, we had fallen 
ſooner on this Topic of Duty; Alcippe m1 by this 
time have made a conſiderable Progreſs in his Hiſtory, 
whereas I now forſee we ſhall be obliged to poſtpone 
our Attention till after Dinner. . 

Sutz had no ſooner done ſpeaking, they were in- 
formed it waited them in the Hall. Ml the Company 
expreſſed a Diſſatisfaction at this Delay of their Curio- 
ſity. And it was in this kind of Converſation 
paſſed the whole time of their Eating; and were no 
ſooner roſe from Table, than they went directly to the 
Library; Where the charming Camilla entering firſt, 
This, faid ſhe, is the Place deſtined for reviving the 
Memory of 'hergic and illuſtrious Actions; nor wou'd 
any other accoyſo well with thoſe we expect to hear 
— Zunres. N 7 167 wh 6 
ones of the Com made any ot 
theſe Words, than by al a beſeeching Look 1x7 
e 


- 


cippe ; and every one being ſeated according to their In- 
nations, teſtiimd by their Silence the extreme Deſire 
they hal to to this Hiſtory. 
I xxow'Fery well, ſaid Alcippe, that it is not allowed 


me to di with the Laws eſtabliſhed in this beau- 
tiful Mankion. and that I ought not to refuſe the Pay- 
ment of that Tribute expected from me; and however 
uncapable I um of performing what is defired of me, in 
a Manner worthy the Attention of ſuch as are to hear 
me,” or of the Virtues of the Lady who is the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe, I truſt that my ready Obedience will 
atone for my want of Eloquence. | 
Tue keeping filence for two or three Moments, to 
_— what he was about to relate, he began in theſe 
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A FTER the Duke of Alba had ſubjected the Kin 
dom of Portugal to the Crown of Spain, Philip II. 
ployed his utmoſt Policy to make himſelf beloved and 
ared by all the great Families of the Portygue/e ; he 
ew they endured his Yoke with Impatience; and 
thoſe who had ſubmitted themſelves, did it either be- 

cauſe they had no longer the Power to refiſt, or throu 

Motive of Ambition, in hope to be raiſed by th 


*Conqueror to greater Poſts than they held before. One 


of the moſt conſiderable among the latter was Don 
Balthazar de Lama, a young Lord, of an ancient and 
novle Family; but whoſe Anceſtors had diſſipated the 


5 reateſt Part of the Eſtate which ſheu'd have de- 


R 


 tugal; 


nded- to him, in the Service of the Kings of Por- 


Hrs Fortune, by this means, bei little eonſormable 


to that Ambition with which bis Soul was enflanied, 
made him look with Joy on a Revolution which pre- 


ſented him with an Occaſion of ng his Fa- 
e 


mily: For the Attainment of Which, he neglected no- 


hot that might procare him the Favour of the King 


of Spain, and all the great Men of lis Court. The ex- 
traordinary Zeal he teſtified for the Intereſts of that Mo- 


narch, ſo much ingratiated him to the Duke of Alba, 


that he recommended him in fo advantageous a manner 


to Philip II. as made him confer on him the moſt im- 


portant Employments ; in all which, he had the | 
pineſs to acquit himſelf with Succeſs. 
_ Dan Balthazar no ſooner faw himfelf arrived at 
the, Height he wiſhed, than he began to think of ren- 

5 dering 


| 
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Children, took all imaginable Care to educate her in 


3 E Bands. 


of it, but under 


dering his Grandeur laſting by ſome powerful Alliance: 
As Ambition took up all Vis Heart, and Love had n 
= of the Nuptials he deſigned to form, he gave him- 

elf all neceſſary time to find out a Perſon whoſe Fami 
and Riches might fully gratify that 2 Paſſion. 
Donna Elvira de Zuares, who was the ſole Inheretrix t 
of the vaſt Wealth of one of the moſt flouriſhing and 
werful Families in all Pertuga/, and whoſe 25 — 


auty was even more the Subject of Diſcourſe 
her Riches, was the Object on which Don Ba/thaxy 
caſt his Eyes. Elvira was no more than eighteen Year 
old, and was under the Care of Don Pedro de Zudy 
Brother to her Father, who dying, left her to his Tui- 
tion: He loved her with an extreme Tenderneſs, and 
ſeeing her the only Hope of his Family, he having no 


Fortune ſhe wou'd be a Miſtreſs of. 

- Dotna Elvira being ſuch as I have deſcribed h 
Balthazar found environ'd with a great num- 
ber of Pretenders; but one among them was diſtin- 


ch a manner, as ſhould make her worthy the . 


— from the reſt, not only for being moſt amiable 


of all the Cavaliers, but alſo that he had 

been. made choice on by her Mother, while they we 
in their moſt tender Infan That Lady had been uni- 
in the moſt ſtrict Friendſhip with the Parents of Don 
baſtian dt Suza, for that was the Name of this young 
| z and the Father of Donna Elvira being alſo; 

eaſed with the Propoſal, theſe two beautiful Childre 

brought up with the Belief that they were born? 
each other, and ſhou'd one Day be joined ur the moſt? 


HE1R innocent Hearts taking the Impreſſion fronl 
the Mouths of Perſons they were accuſtomed to obcy® 
in every thing, ſoon began to love each other, and 
to declare it; their Paſſion commencing before the 
Knawledge of thoſe Rulegawhich forbid making any 
lar Limitations, unbridled 
Nature diſcovered itſelf in every Look and Action. 
Sebaſtian was reſtrained by no Awe or Terror of- 
fending, and Elvira knew not that ſhe had an 1 i 


* 


bluſh in avowing he was the deareſt Thing on Earth to 
her. Thus was their Affection conceived in Innocence, 
brought up in Duty, and confirmed and augmented as 
they daily arrived at a more perfect Knowledge of the 
Perſectious of each other. 

Tu Father and Mother of Elvira dying, before ei- 
ther ſhe or Don Sebaſtian attained at Years ſufficient to 
enter into the mirried State, Don Pedro de Zuares en- 
couraged in the ſame manner they had done, the mu- 
tual Lenderneſs of theſe young Lovers; and they were 
every day expecting to be united for ever, when the 
happy Moment was retarded by the terrible Diſorders 
of the State. Don Sebaſtian, King of Portugal, en- 
gaging himſelf in that unfortunate Expedition into hi- 
ca, loſt his Life, and great part of his beſt Forces ; and: 
this it was that laid the Realm open to the Invaſion of 
the Duke of Alba, and gave the firſt occafion to thoſe 
Troubles which ended not but in the entire Subverſion 
of the Government. 

Ou young Hearts beheld not this Oppoſition of the 
Times, without an extreme Concern, but their Forti- 
tude enabled them to ſuſtain it, without any viſible 
Marks of Weakneſs; and the publick Tranquillity was 
no ſooner re-eſtabliſhed, than Don Pedro began to think 
hof concluding their Marriage, and no Obſtacle appeared 
to their Defires ; when the ambitious Don Balthazar de 
Luma raiſed up one, which all their Love and Fidelity 
.cou'd not be able to remove. He was not ignorant of 
the mutual Tenderneſs of theſe two Lovers, nor the 
Engagements of Don Pedro, but vain of the Merits of 
his Perſon, and the great Intereſt he had at the Court 
of Spain, he eaſily perſuaded. himſelf, he ſhou'd be ac- 
cepted before all the Rivals in the World. In this Be- 
lief, he hefitated not to make his Addreſſes to Evire, 
_ to defire Don Pedro wou'd forward his Preten- 
ons. 

As his Birth and Intereſt with Philip II. demanded 
Reſpect, Don Pedro de Zudres received him with all the 
Honours he cou'd expect; which ſtill flattering bim 
with 4 Belief, that his Propoſals wou'd be gratefull 


receive 
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received, he reſolved not to defer letting him know the 
Buſineſs on which he came. | 

To this end, having engaged him to walk with him 
on the Banks of the Tagas, and being a little ſeparated 
from the Company that went with them, My Lord, 
ſaid he, looking on him with a Countenance which 
teſtified his inward Aſſurance of Succeſs, I flatter my. 
ſelf, that the Propoſal I have to make you will be tar 
from diſagreeable; the Advantages you may receive by 
it, convince me, you will receive it with Pleaſure. You 
know, that I have the honour to be well in the Eſteem 
of our preſent Monarch; the FavOhrs I have received 
from him, and thoſe I have reaſon to expect, are unde- 
niable Proofs of his Goodneſs to me : By what I have 
done, you may judge what is in my power to do, and is 
ſufficient to make you think an Alliance with me, your 
Intereſt as well as mine. Our Families are now the 
moſt conſiderable in all Portuga/, and yours, by being 
united to mine, will perſuade King Philip, that your 
Attachment to him is equal to what he has found from 
me, and you will have a Right to demand Poſts of Ho- 
nour and Employments for yourſelf and Friends, to 
which otherwiſe you cou'd have no Pretenſions, or Hope 
of obtaining. | 


'TwouLD be.very difficult to expreſs the Diſordeng 


Don Pedre was in at this Diſcourſe : His Prudence 
wou'd not permit him to fay any thing which might 
ſhock a Man, from whoſe Revenge he had every thing 
to fear ; nor wou'd his Honour yield, that he ſhou'd e- 
ven ſeem to retract the man ſolemn Promiſes he had 
made to Don Sebaſtian de Suan. In this Extremity he 
was obliged to retire into himſelf ſome Moments, before 
he. cou'd reply; but ſeeing that Don Balthazar teſtihed 


ſomewhat of an Impatience in his Looks, How unhappy 
are we, my Lord, faid he, that the generous Lama did 


not ſooner make a Declaration of his Sentiments ! He 
cou'd not have doubted, if 1 wou'd not have preferred 
him to all the Grandees, either of Portugn/ or Spain; 
but, my . Lord, it is now out of my power. My 
Niece is engaged to Don Sebaſtian de Suxa my 
Word is given, and you know, among thoſe « +4 
an 
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Rank, it ought to be inviolable—Think, therefore, I 
beſeech you, that Euira and Sebaſtian are deſtined by 
Heaven for each other, 

From their very Infancy they were taught to cheriſh 
this Hope, and to love; their mutual Affection is more 
than is ordinarily to be found — He lives but in the 
Proofs he receives of her Tenderneſs, and ſhe wou'd ra- 
ther chuſe to die, than refrain conferring them. I dare 
believe, my Lord, that you have Sentiments too deli- 
cate to contribute any _ to the Separation of two 
Hearts ſo firmly unit owever, continued he, per- 
ceiving a kindling Rage began to redden in his Eyes, in 
ſpite of this reciprocal Paſſion, had your Lordſhip enter- 
tained Thoughts of honouring me with your Alliance 
ſome Years ago, as I then had not given my Word to 
Don Sebaſtian, and was intirely Maſter of the Fate of 
Elvira, 1 cou'd have compelled her, by my Authority, 
to have given you her Hand; but things are now too 
far advanced, and I am perſuaded you have too much 
Honour yourſelf, to defire I ſhou'd blemiſh mine, b 
failing in what IJ have promiſed. | 

Ir is not my Intention, replied Don Balthazar with 
2 malicious Smile ; but, Don Pedro, there are means to 
ſcreen ourſelves from all Reproaches, and when we are 
conſtrained by ſupreme Orders, all Promiſes. are ſwal- 
lowed up in Obedience. I believe you underſtand me, 
and that there is no Neceſſity I ſhou'd ſay more, to 
oblige you not to diſpoſe of E/vira, but to whom the 
King ſhall give Conſent. With theſe Words, without 
waiting for what the other ſhou'd have faid, he rejoined 
the Company ; and as this Party of Pleaſure had been 
formed by Lama, he broke it up as ſoon as poſſible, and 
took leave of Don Pedro with a Politeneſs mingled with 
Fierceneſs, which made him judge how ſerious he was 
in this Affair. | | | 

Ar Don Pedro's return home, he found Elvira and 
Suza, who giving themſelves up wholly to the Joy of 
being in a ſhort time united for ever, had paſſed all that 
Day in mutual Proteſtations of eternal Love and Con- 
ſtancy. Don Pedro cou'd not look upon them, with- 
out being ſtruck with the moſt piercing Sorrow ; it ap. 


peared 


x 
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peared ſo viſibly on his Countenance, that the two Lo. 
vers were equally alarmed at it, and joined to intrext 
him to reveal the Cauſe, As he knew they muſt be in. 
formed of it ſoon or late, he repeated all the Converſa. 
tion he had with Don Balthazar de Lama. Ibe fre. 
quent Viſits of that Nobleman had already given ſome 
Suſpicion to Don Sebaſtian, which the tender Aſſurance; 
of Elvira had in ſome meaſure calmed ; but this unfore. 
ſeen Blow renewed all his Jealouſies with greater Rage 
than ever, and at the ſame time threw him into a De- 
ſpair, of which he was not Maſter. He foreſaw, in 
that Inſtant, all the Misfortunes which afterwards befel 
him ; and not doubting but his Rival wou'd be able to 
carry every thing before him, by his Intereſt and Fa. 
your with the King, he cou'd think of no other Remedy 
for this Misfortune, than to put an end to the Days of 
this formidable Enemy to his Happineſs. Hate, Love, 
and 1 combining with the Ardour of Youth, ſup- 
ported by the Conſciouſneſs of a high Birth, and equal 
Courage, he was departing that Moment with the Re- 
ſolation of demanding of Lama a bloody Reparation for 
the Outrage he was attempting to offer him. 

In vain Don Pedro made ule of all his Efforts to abate 
a Fury ſo juſtly raiſed, and but for the tender Elvira, 
that Day had put an end to the Life of one of theſes 
herce and incenſed Rivals. But the beautiful Lady 

eiving her Uncle was incapable of perſuading, pla- 
ced herfelf between the Door of the Chamber and Don 
Sebaſtian, and laying her Hand upon his Shoulder, ſpoke 
to him in theſe Terms, and with a Reſolution which 
aſtoniſhed him. 

SiNnCE, ſaid ſhe, the juſt Reaſons Don Pedro has al- 
ledged can prevail nothing on you, liſten to what I 
now afſure you, and from which not all the Powers on 
Earth ſhall oblige me to recede : If you are preſump- 
tuous endugh to attack Don Balthazar de Lama, con- 
tinued ſhe, and hazard, at the ſame time, your own 
Life, my Glory, and my eternal Peace, by a Combat, 
which Prudence, Policy, and the preſent men. 
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of Affairs equally forbid, I ſwear, by all that I hold (a- 
cred above, or dear below, never to be yours. 

Wuar, Madam ! cry'd Saza, is the Life of my Ri- 
val already become ſo precious to you, that you con- 
demn me to certain Death, if I but attempt to give it 
him ? 

I HATE Lama, reply'd ſhe, hate him with a mortal 
Hatred, yet not the thouſandth Part ſo much as I love 
you : His Death wou'd be no Conſolation to me for the 
Loſs of you ; and whether vanquiſh'd by him, or Van- 

uiſher over him, your Deſtruction is inevitable 

here are Means leſs dangerous; and to preſerve us for 
each other, it is my Part to employ them, and yours to 
obey me in this only Occaſion, in which it is in your 
Power to prove how much you are devoted to me. And 
what is it I maſt do ? demanded he, with the moſt ſor- 
rowful Air: And what is it you condemn me to? | 

To love me, reply'd Elvira, looking on him with 
the extremeſt Tenderneſs, to wait the Cares of Don Pe- - 
dro, and above all, to depend upon my Fidelity. All 
that I forbid you is, not to undertake any thing agai 
your Rival by Force of Arms: We are not on 
luch as permit me to disfigure my Sentiments; I was al- 
ways commanded to love you, and only you, and I found 
the Injunctions of my Duty were my chief Felicity—— 
No, my dear Sebaſtian, continued ſhe, giving him her 
Hand, I will never be but yours —— Let this Promiſe 
calm the Tranſports of your Rage, diſſipate all your 
Fears, and render you capable of as. + in all pro- 
bable Meaſures to overturn the De this cruel In- 
vader of our mutual Happineſs. | 

THERE needed no more to oblige the amorous Suze 
to Jn all they expected from him ; he threw him- 
ſelf at the Feet of E/vira, and all his Fury receding to 
his Love, he intreated a thouſand Times over Pardon 
for his Suſpicions, and ſhe as often repeated, that ſhe 
wou'd never yield her Hand or Heart to any but himſelf. 
But it was not without the moſt violent Conſtraint, that 
ſhe concealed the Trouble ſhe was in, to fee him in that 
ſubmiſſive and forrowful Conditios, and cou'd not do it 
{ artfully, but that ſome Tears, in ſpite, of her, ran 

Vor. IV. FT ON down 
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down ber Checks. She loved Sebaſtian, if poſſible, 
more than ever, and curſed the luckleſs Moment that 
had preſented her to the Eyes of the ambitious Balthazar. 
Don Pedro cau'd yot behold this Spectacle without 
the moſt preſſing Emotions of Grief, Tenderneſs and 
Pity. He aſſured them again and again, that he wou'd 
neglect nothing to prevent all that Baltbaxar migit 
enterprize againſt their Loves; and, as the firſt Step, 
it was agreed in this little Council, that they ſhou'd 
. aſſemble together all of the two Houſes of Zuares and 
Cana, and inform them of the Obſtacle put to their 
Jong intended Alliance, and engage both the one and 
the other to oppoſe it with all their Powers. 
As theſe two Families were the moſt ancient and 
conſiderable in the Kingdom, it might be preſum'd, that 
acting in Concert, they ſhou'd be able to prevail over a 
Man of an illuſtrious Birth indeed, but who owed his 
Greatneſs to a Reverſe of Fortune, very prie- 
vous to all who were for the ancient Eſtabliſhment, 
Don Pedro loſt no Time in this Aﬀair, and the next 
Day all the Kindred and Allies of Donna £/wvira and of 
Don Sebaſtian met together, to whom this good old 
Man reported the Reaſon of his ſummoning them ir 
this folemn Manner. Erira was the only Perſon of 
both the Families who was abſent at this Aſſembly, her 
Modeſty not permitting her to be preſent at the Dil. 
courſes which ſhe knew mult be held on this Subject. 
Don Pedro repreſented the Caſe as the Head of the 
Houſe of Zuares, and Don Sebaftian as the Chief of 
that of Saga; they both declared themſelves in ſuch 
eloquent and touching Terms, that no Perſon there, but 
was of the Opinion they, were ; and the Zuares, who 
at firſt were a little dazzled with the Advantages which 
might accrue to them, from the Marriage of E!vire 
with Don Balthazar, changed their Sentiments as ſoon 
as they heard Sebaftian ſpeak, and ſwore to oppole, 
with their whole Might, the Deſigns of Lama, and to 
o all together, and proſtrate themſelves at the Feet of 
ing Philip, o conjure him not to interpoſe his Autho- 


k 


rity for the d ſſolving a Contract long hnce made, and 
wh.ch Honour and Probity ought to render 1e 
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Tuts Reſolution taken, they judged it, however, 
improper to be proſecuted, till Don Ba/thazar ſhould 
{peak more plain. Donna Catherina Mendoce, the Mo- 
ther of Suza, thought it beſt, that the Marriage be- 
tween Elvira and Sebaſian ſhou'd be immediately ſo- 
lemnized, in order to take from Don Balibaxar all Poſ- 
* s of compaſſing his Intent; but the Zuares oppo- 
ſed that Motion, giving for Reaſons, that as Balthazar 
had mingled tne Name of King in the Converſation he 
had with Don Pedro, it was imprudent to do any Thing 
3 ; fincc it was not to be imagined, he wou'd 

ve ſpoken in that Manner without the Conſent of his 
Majeſty ; and after ſuch Words, the Celebration of the 
Marriage would be look'd upon as a premeditated Diſ- 


obedince: They rather thought it better to make pub- 


lick Preparations for the Marriage, as of a Thing de- 
ſigned before, and which they had no Apprehenſions of 
Danger in accompliſhing. | 

THo* theſe Sentiments were directly contrary to thoſe 
of Suza, yet he was obliged to conform to them, this 
Advice being by much the greateſt Part of the Aﬀem- 
bly approved. After which, they ſeparated with a new 
Aſſurance, that they wou'd defend Elvira for Sebaſtian, 
by — the Ways they cou'd, without flying in the Face 
of Majeſty. - 

2 Things were doing, Don Balthazar de 
Lama ſuffered not himſelf to be idle: The Manner in 
which Don Pedro had received his Propoſal of Marria 
with his Niece, piqued his Pride, in the moſt ſenſible 
Manner ; and reſolving not to be overcome in a Matter 
of ſo much Conſequence, departed the ſame Day for 
the Court of Spain; where he exerted his Intereſt ſa 
ſucceſsfully with King Philip, that he not only approv'd 


his Alliance with the Houſe of Zzares, but in favour of 


his Marriage, gave him the Government of Goa, and 
made him Viceroy of the Indies. He had no ſooner ob- 
tain'd theſe magnificent Titles, than he haſted back toLi/> 
bon, furniſh'd with Letters to the Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, to oblige Don Pedro to Compliance with his Deſires. 

Tas News of this ſudden Elevation filled with Jea- 
louſy and Conſteraation the Hearts of all thoſe, whe 
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retended to that Poſt by their Services : Thoſe of the 
Family of Suza were among the Number of the Male. 
contents; but they had, in a little Time, a new Subject 


- 
= 


of Hatred againſt Lama: He having heard at his Arri- 


val, that magnificent Preparations were making for the 
Nuptials of Elvira and Don Sebaſtian, occaſioned an im- 
mediate Stop to be put to them. The Preſident of the 
Council was his immediate Friend, and had no ſooner 
received the Orders from the King of Sparn, than he 
ſent for Don Pedrs, to whom he declared the Intentions 
of that Monarch were, that he ſhou'd give his Niece 
to Don Balthazar de Lama ; and for that End, break all 
Engagements he had entered into before the Knowledge 
thereof. 

IT was in vain that Don Pedro alledged the Laws ef 
Honour, the mutual Paſſion of the two Lovers, and the 
Ceremony of making them one juſt ready to be com- 

leated ; he cou'd obtain no other Anſwer from the Pre- 

dent, than that it was the King's Pleaſure, and that be 
had a preciſe Order to ſee it complied with. Don Pere 
was ſenſibly touched at this Violence; and hoping it 
might yet be diſpenſed with, at leaſt willing to have 
nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he ſummoned 
both the Families a ſecond Time, to remind them of the 
Promiſe they had made in behalf of E/vira's Contract 
with "ogy, 77 All thoſe of the Houſe of Suze came 
readily, being animated by all the Motives of Glory 
and Ambition; but the greateſt Part of the Zuares were 
abſent, and thoſe who came, ſaid they had promiſed to 
oppoſe Don Balthazar, but not the Orders of his Majeſty ; 
and that it was neither the Duty nor the Intereſt of 
their ugh that Don Pedro ſhou'd refuſe his Niece to 
an Offer ſo advantageous as Don Balthazar de Lama, 


Viceroy of the Indies, and Governour of Goa. 


Trex Don Pears ſeeing himſelf condemned to break 
his Promiſe, even by thoſe of his own Family, had no 
other Anſwer to make to the Reproaches of Don Se- 
baſtian, than ſhewing him the Orders of the King, 
Tis eaſy to conceive the Exceſs of Grief in which the 
two Lovers were now plunged : All the City took Part 
in their Misfortunes, but none durſt undertake any 


thing to remedy them, The beautiful E/vira was in 
| , A 


* 
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{ Situation the moſt cruel that can be imagined ; forced 
to receive the Viſits of Don Ba/thazar, and deprived for 
ever of the Sight of her dear Sebaſtian : All her Thoughts 
were continually taken up in lamenting her ill Fortune; 
and in contriving unavailing Stratagems to retard a Hy- 
nen, Which ſhe look'd on as the Sentence of her Death. 

Dox Pedro had obtained eight Days of the Preſident, 
under Pretence of employing that Time in perſuading 
Elvira to the Marriage ; bat in Effect, to think of ſome 
Meaſures, if poſſible, to break it off. He tried all 
borts of Ways to oblige Lama to deſiſt his Purſuit ; ſer 
before his Eyes the Injuſtice and Barbarity of ſeparating 
two Perſons, whoſe Hearts were cemented by the ſtrict- 
et Ties; then repreſented the little Contentment he 
cou'd expect with a Wife, who was ſo but by Force; 
and in fine, urged all that Honour, Wiſdom, or Piety 
cou'd ſuggeſt againſt this Match, | 

Bur theſe Re monſtrances were far from effecting the 
deſired Purpoſe; Don Balibaxar hid other Views in an 
Alliance with Elvira, and wanted Delicacy of Soul to 
be touched either with her Sufferings, or the Reſent - 
ment ſhe might have againft him, for this Conſtraint on 
her Inclinations. 

Don Sebaſtian, in the mean time, * reſolute to 
die, rather than permit E/vira ſhou'd be given to the 
Arms of Balthazar; was continually in Conſulta- 
tion with Don Pedro, but prevailed on him to conceal 
ſtom Elvira the Depth of his Deſpair, or that he had 
any Deſigns to oppoſe the intended Marriage, farther” 
than by his Prayers to Heaven: He alſo ayoided the 
Sight of Don Ba/thazar, never viſiting Don Pedro; but 
at thoſe Hours when he was ſure he was not there.” 
This Conduct, which Elvira imagined was the Effect 
of her Orders, intirely diſſipated the Fears ſhe had been 
in for him, and gave her Time and Coolneſs of Mind 
to meditate on what was beſt-for her to do. She cou'd' + 
not think it poſſible, that a Man ſhou'd obſtinately 
perſiſt in his Deſires of marrying a Woman, who ſhou'd 
tell him with her own Mouth, all the Softneſs of her 
Soul was devoted to another; and therefore reſolved to 
paſs over all Sorts of Conſiderations, to convince _— | 
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of this Truth. A young Maid truly diſereet could not 


bring herſelf to ſuch a Confeſſion without the utmoſt 


Pain, eſpecially to a Man who wou'd, and perhaps 
might become her Huſband, But E/vira knowing that 
all that had been ſaid to him by others made no Impreſ. 
fion. on him, was determined to force her Modeſty to 
this laſt Reſource: The Extremity to which ſhe was re- 
duced, rendered her more bold ; and one Day, when 
Don Balthazar found her only with her Women, and he 
had given her an Opportunity to execute her Deſign, by 
reminding her that the Time her Uncle demanded was 
near expired, My Lord, anſwered ſhe, you wou'd 
do an Action worthy of everlaſting Praiſes, if you wou'd 
long. it ſor my whole Life; for, in fine, you cannot 
bo one that I am deſtined to another by my Pa- 
rents, and my own Inclination ; and when you pretend 
to hope I may one Day be brought to love you, the 
Exceſs of Grief you ſee me plunged in, convinces you, 
in ſpite of yourſelf, that there is no Poſſibility I ſhall 
ever do ſo. All Lion knows this Truth, why then 
ſhou'd I fear to tell it you? Lean then, conti - 
nued ſhe, bluſhing, learn from my own Mouth, that J 
love, and am beloved with the utmoſt Extremity of Pa(- 
fion..—— No other than Don Sebaſtian de Suza can 
pretend to my Heart ; it is a Paſſion born with me, of 
a piece with my Life, and will continue to my Grave. 
What wou'd be the Glory, what the Sweetneſs 
of a married State, where the beſt you ſhou'd find from 
your Wife wou'd be Coldneſs and Indifference 
where "the Perſon who fills your Arms, wou'd return 
your Endearments but with Sighs for your Rival, and 
who wou'd continually reproach you, both with her 
Words and Tears, for being the Author of her Misfor- 
tune ? | 1 
An! my Lord, for your own Sake, as well as mine, 
conſider well on the Horrors of ſuch an Union; ſpare 
yourſelf the Shame it wou'd draw on you re- 
member, that all the World is ſenſible I love you not, 
that I never ſhall love you, and that my eternal Ten- 
derneſs is for your Rival. Theſe are my Senti- 
ments, my Lord, I will not conceal them from you; 


* 
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you ſhall have nothing to reproach me with, when it is 
no longer in your Power to break thoſe Ties, which will 
be then no leſs dreadful to you than to myſelf. —— 
Deſiſt, therefore, from your Purſuit return to Juſtice 
and to Reaſon, and force me not to enter into Engage- 
ments ſo ſhocking to my Soul, and which in their Con- 
ſequence may, perhaps, be more fatal to your Glory 
than to mine. 

WHATEVER good Opinion Don Balthazar had of 
kimſe'f, it is impoſſible to diſſemble the Spite he con- 
ceived at this Diſcourſe ; he redden'd, he turned pale, 
and was about to interrupt her an hundred Times, but 
had no Words to explain himſelf by: His Surprize was 
at leaſt equal to his Vexation, to ſee a Maid of her Age, 
and whoie Modeſty was as conſpicuous as her Beauty, 
aſſume Courage to reveal a Secret of that Nature to a 
Perſon who was to be her Spouſe, _. Wo 

As he was naturally fierce and haughty, he was go- 
ing to anſwer her with Sharpneſs ; but then refleQing, 
that it was not yet his Right to ſpeak as Maſter, he con- 
ſtrained himſelf, as much as poſſible, that nothing of 
what paſſed in his Soul might be obvious to her; and 
looking on her, not with Anger, but with Coldneſs e- 
nough, Any other than myſelt, Madam, faid he, might 
have — Cauſe to fear the Conſequences of Marriage 
after ſuch a Confidence ; but as I know your Virtue, no- 
thing is capable of intimidating me. ——— You are yet 
too young to know yourſelf ; your Tenderneſs for Suna 
aroſe from your Obedience to 2 Parents; they are 
dead, and a greater Power, the ing himſelf, now com- 
mands you to love me: I dare believe, your Duty will 
be always a Law to you, and that you will tranſplant all 
the Affection you were bid to beſtow on my Raval, on 
him you are now ordained to give it to. 

I conFess, I am charmed with that Readineſs with 
which you followed the firſt Will of your Parents; I 
may judge by that Reſignation in your Nature, that 


you will always preſerve the glorious Title of a virtuous 
Woman, far from apprehending my Honour will 
ſuffer in an Union with you, I ex 


Felicity. Ceaſe then, ay vain 


- 


only the extremeſt 
vours to change 
me; 
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me; the more have loved Don Sebaſtian, the more 


I find you worthy to be loved: *Tis Duty, I know, that 
all the Movements of your Heart ; and when 
you ſhall confider, that it is ſo which commands you to 
love me, I ſhall find the happy Effects of it There- 
fore, Madam, continued he, riſing from his Chair, ne- 
ver imagine I ſhall forego my Pretenſions ; but on the 
contrary, I now done preſs the haſtening that fortunate 
Moment, which ſhall put me in Poſſeſſion of ſo perfect 
an Object. With — Words, having made her a low 
Bow, he went out of the Room, leaving her in ſo great 
a Deſpair, for the ill Succeſs of her Enterprize, that, 
had ſhe not been prevented by her Women, ſhe had 
certainly laid violent Hands on her own Life. Leonora 
was the chief of thoſe who attended her, had been her 
Nurſe, and was a Perſon of — Diſcretion; yet all 
the Arguments ſhe cou'd alledge, joined to the Aﬀec- 
tion Elvira had for her, ſeemed too little, ſor a long 
Time, to calm the furious Agitations of her Soul. 

Bur, as £/wvira had a Soul truly great, and intirely 
free from thoſe Weakneſſes to which too many of her 
Sex abandon themſelves, ſhe had at laſt recovered her 
uſual Courage ; and, aſhamed of her firſt Emotions, as 
contrary both to her Religion and her Glory, ſhe 
thanked Leonora for the Remonſtrances ſhe. had made 
her. But tho” the Rage againſt herſelf was over, the 
Diſdain ſhe conceived for Don Ba/thazar was not ſo; 
and ſhe took, that Moment, a firm Reſolution to throw 
herſelf for ever into a Cloyſter, rather than yield to be 
his Wife. The ironical Air with which he had ſpoke, 
had touched her to the quick : She was ſenſible of the 
whole Meaning of his Words, and judging rightly of 
the Fate ſhe muſt expect with a Huſband of . Hu- 
mour, proteſted to herſelf, to neglect nothing which 

ight deliver her from him. | | 
. LEONORA, ſaid ſhe to her Nurſe, after having or- 
dered her other Women to retire, I yield to your Rea- 
ſons, and promiſe you to do nothing. unworthy of me; 
but you muſt then approve a Deſign I have juſt now 
formed,” and aſſiſt me in the Execution of it: All 
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my Family abandon me, an ambitious Policy has turn- 
ed them on the Side of Lama; but I am determined 
to ſhew them, I deſpiſe thoſe vain Titles with which 
they have ſuffered themſelves to be dazzled, and, in 
ſpite of the whole World, will never be for any Man, 
if cannot be for the unfortunate Sebaſtian. 

Tazx ſhe conjured her to help her in leaving the 
Houſe of Don Pedro, and conducting her to a Monaſtery, - 
where the Siſter of Lronora was a Recluſe; ſhe alſo 
commanded her not to diſcover her Retreat to any Per- 
ſon in the World, not even to Sebaſtian himſelf; to the 
end, his Aſtoniſhment might be a convincing Proof, 
that he had no hand in her Elopement. The Difficul- 
ty- of finding me, ſaid ſhe, will give Time to Don Pe- 
dro, his Friends, and thoſe of 22 to enter into 
ſome Meaſures, perhaps more ſucceſsful than any they 
et have try'd; and, at the ſame Time, affure all the 

rotectors of Don Lama, of my fixed Averſion for him: 
'Tis poſſible the King himſelf may reflect on the Barba- 
rity of his Commands, and uſe his Authority no far- 
ther in behalf of his Favourite. | 

LEONORA made uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to dif- - 
ſuade her from this Deſign ; but it was invincibly ſet- 
led in her Mind: So that, finding ſhe could not pre- 
vail, ſhe- conſented to do as ſhe required, and ſwore an : 
inviolable Secreſy. As there now wanted but two Days 
of the eight, Don Pedro had obtained from the - 


cent, it was concluded between them to depart the 


next Night. 

LEONOR A went immediately to prepare her Sif- 
ter, and every Thing happened according as they de · 
ſired: The Nun, who had great Power in the Monaſte - 
ry, aſſured Leonora, that ſhe wou'd .conceal Efvira ſo 
well that none ſhou'd know any thing more of her 
than ſhe was willing to reveal. 4 

Tun Affair being thus regulated, the Night of the 
ſucceeding. Day, when the whole Family beſide were 
buried in Sleep, Donna £/vira having none but Leonor e 7 
with her, went. out of her Apartment, by a+ Pair 


of Back- ſtairs, into the Garden, which a Door 


that opened into a Quarter of the Town, but little fre- 
. M5, quemed - 
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quented: There Elvira found a Chaife, which Leonor 
had appointed at that Time, attended by Men on whoſe 
Fidelity ſhe could depend. They took Leave of each 
other in this Place, E/vira thinking it beſt, ſhe ſhou'd 
remain in the Houſe, and feign an intire Ignorance 
what was become of her; to the End, ſhe might pri. 
vately inform her of all that paſled. 

Tuts beautiful Perſon arrived at the Convent, and 
was received without any Accident or Obſtacle z and 
Leonora returned to her Chamber, leaving the Garden- 
door open; ſhe had alſo the Precaution to faſten Elui- 
ra's Sheets to the Bars of the Window, to make it ap- 
pear, as if ſhe had eſcaped that Way. Then having 
done all that was neceſſary for the better concealmg the 
Truth, ſhe went to Bed, and waited patiently for the 
Hour in which it was her Cuſtom to go into her Miſ- 
treſs's Apartment. | , 

Taz unhappy Elvira was no ſooner ſafe in her Re- 
treat, than ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council, 
the Siſter of Leonora having undertaken to get her Let- 
ter delivered to him, without his being able to diſcover 
by whoſe Hand it was brought. In „this Nun 
had a near Relation in his Family, to whom ſhe gave 
it, and he took the Opportunity, when the Room was 
free from Company, to lay it on a Table, where he 
knew the Preſident muſt needs ſee it. 

Don Balthazar and Don Sebaſtian all this Time were 
not without Bufineſs ; the former more enflamed by the 
Difficulties he found in the obtaining E/vira, went di- 
reftly from her to the Preſident of the Council to en- 
treat he would not agree to any longer Delay in caſe 
Don Pedro ſhou'd require it; and to oblige him to exe- 
cute the King's Decree in fixing a Day for the Celebra- 
tion of the Nuptials; and having obtained an Aſſurance 
from him, that he would do as he deſired, he thought 
of nothing but taking the Advantages of thoſe Marks 
of Amity and Reſpect he received from the greateſt Part 
of the Kindred of Elvira, who, charmed with his 
Grandeur and good Fortune, looked on his Alliance as 


| a great Favour. 
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To comply with their Advances, he accepted the 
Invitation ws M him by Don Antonio ze Silva, one « 
the neareſt Relations of Elvira, to a magnificent F 
at a Country Seat he had two Leagues diſtant from Li/- 
bon. This Party of Pleaſure was on the next Day after 
that Converſation with Elvira, in which ſnhe declared 
to him in fo full a Manner, her Sentiments 5 and on 
the Night of which ſhe executed her Deſign, to which 
all Things ſeemed to contribute; for Don Tehaftian be- 
ing informed of this Journey to Antonio de Silua's, 
thought he had now a convenient Opportunity to put in 
Practice what he had long before projected; and for 
that Reaſon, came not to Don Pedros, for fear the diſ- 
cerning Elvira ſhould diſcover, in his Countenance, or 
ſome unguarded Word, what he was about to take in 
Hand. So, by both the Rivals being abſent, and her 
Uncle being free from Company, going early to Bed, 
ſhe was intirely free from Interruption. 

Tuus Fortune brought to pals three different Inci- 
dents in one Day. In the Morning, the Prefident of 
the Council found the Letter of Elvira, without being 
able to gueſs by what Means it came upon his Table ; 
- opened it immediately, and found it contained theſe 

ords : | 


To the Preſident of the Council. 


* My Lord, | 

« HE unjuſt Violenee offered to my Inclinations 
"x in forcing me to give to Don Balthazar de Lama 
* a Faith already ſolemnly promiſed to Don Sebaſtian de 
4 $zza, obliges me to retire for ever from the World. 
I have tried all Sorts of Ways before I came to this 


_ + Extremity ; but ſince nothing can ſoften the Hearts of 


my Perſecators, and they pretend to compel me to 
«violate all Laws, both Human and Divine, I throw 
+, myſelf into the Protection of him, from whom alone 
they durſt not tear me.——Accyſe no Perſon of my 
Flight, I have too much Intereſt in being concealed to 
«. coakde the Secret in any one; and whatever Search 


$ 


but on queſtioning Leonora, 
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« — be made for me, the Place of my Retirement 
* never be diſcovered, but by the Report of my 
Death, or the Liberty of diſpoſing my Hand. 


i; ; ad 
ELVIAA DE ZUAREss, 


Waits the Preſident of the Council. was reading 
this Letter, all the Houſe of Don Pedro was in Confu- 
ſion: Leonora going pretty late into the Chamber of 
Elvira, followed by her other Women, ſent forth the 
moſt piercing Cries on not finding her; and ſome of the 
others percewing the Sheets faſtened to the Windows, 

her with ſo much Vehemence, that not onl; 
Don Pedro himſelf, but all the Family were attracted 
by their Clamours: His * * was extremely 


that he had not the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe was privy to the 
Intentions of his Niece. Tx 
Tuis News was immediately ſpread through the 
whole City, and confirmed. by the Letter which the 
Prefident of the Council had received, and which, in 
his Aſtoniſhment, he had read to ſeveral Perſons who 
appered to be with him when he faw it on the 
able. All the conſiderable Gentlemen of Liſben nan 
to the Houſe of Don Pedro; and the common Opinion 
among them was, that ſhe was gone with Don Sebaftian 
de Saka; on which. they all went to his Palace, where 
they found Donna Catherina ds Mendoce, his Mother, 
who ſwore to them, that her Son had not been from 
home that Night, nor the. Day before, but that he 
went out on horſe-back, early in the Morning, and un- 


attended. | 23 
Tais was enough to confirm the Suſpicions they 


before had entertained, and every one formed different 
fudgments op this Action; ſome were eager to find 
kim and Elvira, in order to make their Court to La. 
ma, by reſtoring his Miſtreſs to him; and others, com- 
ſhonating the Fate of theſe Lovers, reſolved to; fol- 
* in hope of aſſiſting him, in caſe he ſhoy'd be met 
the other Party, and attacked. Among theſe laſt 

as the- 
reſt, 


* 


dis 


e play'd her Part ſo well, 
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ref, that by ſeeing the one, they ſhou'd alſo find the 
other. Thus they all ſeparated, and every one took a 
different Way, each flattering himſelf, with the Hope 
of being ſucceſsful in his Search. 

Bur the unfortunate r little imagining that 
his Abſence cauſed all this Trouble, animated by Love, 
Hatred, and Revenge, being informed that Don Ba/- 
thazar wou'd quit the Houſe of Antonio d: Silva that 
Morning, was gene to meet him in his Return, with 
the Defen either of taking his Life or loſing his own. 
He attended not long, before he ſaw him followed 
but by three or four Servants : Suza immediately rode 
up to him, and having ſaluted him in a pretty fierce 
dads y Don Balthazar, ſaid he-to him, I have, 
ſomething very important to .communicate to you : Are 
you a Man capable of hearing me? Yes, and of an- 
ſwering you too, replied Lama, in the ſame Tone. 
Then perceiving what the Buſineſs was he had with 
him, he made a Sign to his People not to follow); and. 
without any farther Speech, they both ſpurred. their. 
Horſes out of Sight, then ali * both at the ſame 
Time, jumped into a little Valley, defended by a huge 
Mountain on the Side next the Road, '- 

Tux mutual Fury they had conceived againſt each 
other, allowed them not the Power or Leiſure to ex- 
plain themſelves by Words; but Deeds ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of their Hearts. They diſcharged. 
their Piſtols over their Heads; then, with an equal 
Alacrity and Addreſs, flew on each other with Sword 
in Hand. Both young, vigorous,, and of great Courage, 
the Combat cou'd not but be terrible, the Equality of 
their Forces made the Advantage a long Time diſputed ;, 
Lama, however, was the that was wounded, and 
Suza, by aiming rather to offend, his. Adverlary thay, 
defend himſelf, ſoon after received the other's Sword, 
in his Arm: But the Sight of their Blood ſerved only 
to augment their Rage, ,and one or both muſt certainly, 
have become the. Triumph of Death, if Don Antoni» 
d Silva, with the reſt of the Company, whom Ba/- 
thazar had 'left at his Houſe, had not been brought. 
io. the Afliſtance of Lama, by his Servan's ; who ea uy 

- mma. 
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ined for what Reaſon he had gone apart with » 
— e Cavalier, tho' they 8 TS. Don 
Sele en de Suza, 

Tux v arrived juſt as the Arm of each was lifted up 
to give the other a mortal Blow, and had the good For. 
tune to be ſwift enough to prevent the intended Mic. 
chief. In fine, they ran between theſe incenſed An. 
tagoniſts, and compelled them, unwillingly, to ſepa- 
rate 


In that Inſtant Don Pedro, and ſome others who had 
taken the ſame Road, in Purſuit of Don Sebaſtian, as 
the Partaker of Elvira's Flight, came up to them, 
attracted by the Claſhing of Swords, and the Noiſe 
of the Horſes belonging to Don Antonio and his Com- 


2 Spectacle, which they ſo little expected, threw 
them into the utmoſt Conſternation ; the Friends of Don 
Sebaftian encompaſſed him with drawn Swords, as reſo- 
tate to defend or to revenge him; thoſe of Lama did 
the ſame by him: But Don Pedro and Don Antonio acted 
with ſo much Prudence in mediating the Matter, that 
the two Parties durſt undertake nothing againſt each 
other; and the one carried away Lama, the other 
Suza, to their reſpective Palaces. 
Dow Pedro cou d not diſpenſe with himſelf from pay- 
ſome Civilities to Don Ba{thazer, aſſuring hi 
that he had a ſenſible Regret for his Adventure ; and 
at the ſame Time told him the Loſs of Elvira; and 
teſtified ſo great a Freedom in all his Words and Beha- 
viour to him, that it was impoſſible for the other not to 
ive Faith to what he ſaid: Nut the News of Elwira's 
ight put him in ſo great a Rage, that he had ſcarce 
Patience to wait till the Surgeons had dreſſed his 
Wounds, for demanding Vengeance on the Raviſher, 
whom he doubted not was Szza, and reſolved to accuſe 
him as ſuch. | 


Howzvzr, Don Pedro having joined this unſor- 


tunate Lover, of whom his Friends took the ſame 
Care, as the others had done of Lame, ſoon found in 
him ſuch Marks of profound Melancholy, as made 
him preſently imagine him innocent of what was laid 
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10 his Chap. ' But to be more aſſured, Don Scbaſtian, 
{aid he, I know not how to blame a Combat, which 
Honour ſeems to have exacted from you; but I am ex- 
tremely ſorry you ſhou'd caſt ſo great a Blemiſh on your 
own Honour and that of Elvira, as to uade her to 
fly her Family. It is an Injury to her Reputation, 
which I can never forgive, unleſs you make Reparation 
for it, by immediately reſtoring her. | 

Ms ! cry'd Don Sebaſtian, me do you accuſe of ha- 
ving carried away Elvira ! ah! my Lord, what Tidings 
do you tell me, and how unjuſt are your Sufpicions ! 
Not only Don Pedro, but all preſent were now convinced 
of the Truth of what he ſaid ; he teſtified his Surprizae 
and Inquietude with too mach Sincerity, for any one to 
believe him guilty. | 

As they had ſtopt at a Village till his Wounds were 
dreſſed, he was in the utmoſt Impatience to get on 
Horſe-back, in order to make ſearch through Lifbow 
for Elvira: His Friends wou'd fain have perſuaded him 
to conceal himſelf rather in ſome Place from the Pur- 
fuits of his Rival; but he was not of a Temper to fly 
his Enemy, and obliged them to conduct him to his 
Palace, where he was received by Donna Catherina 
44% Mendoce, with ſuch Tranſports of Grief, that the 
moſt violent Emotions of Nature alone cou'd render 
excuſable. This tender Mother, who foreſaw the 
Flight of Elvira, joined to the late Combat with Don 
Balthazar, wou'd involye her Son in numberleſs Dan- 
pers cou'd not withhold her Tears, nor moderate her 

errors. Don Pedro and all his Friends, who were 
irong]y perſuaded Elvira had taken this Step without 
his Knowledge, and merely to avoid being given to a 
Man ſhe deteſted, conjured her to be eaſy, and- permit 
them to plead his Cauſe. But, alas! it was now too 
late; Lama, who came to Liſbon as ſoon as they, went 
immediately to the Preſident of the Council, whom he 
informed of this Affair, and painted in Colours ſo black, 
that the Miniſter, had he been leſs inclinable to ſerve 
him; cou d not diſpenſe with ſending an Order to ar- 
ret Saza the ſame Day. Thus, while they were talk- 


* 
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ing, the Officers come in; and, in ſpite of Juſtice, ot 
the Tears of his Mother, he was hurried away to Pri. 
fon, and guarded with the utmoſt Strictneſs. 

As his good Qualities made him univerſally beloved, 
the * Lords in the Kingdom appeared in his be. 
half; Don Pea o himſelf — Heaven and Earth to 
ſave him from the Malice of his Rival: And what be. 
tween the Grief for his Misfortune, and the Impoſſibiliy 
there appeared of diſcovering the Retreat of his Niece, 
he was perfectly inconſolabſe. 

Is the mean Lime, the unfortunate Elvira di Zuare 
being informed by Leonora of every thing that paſled, 
was in a Condition which it wou'd be very difficult to 
deſcribe; and when at laſt ſhe received News that 


Sebaſtian was treated as an Afſlaflin and a Raviſher, and 
that they talked of no leſs than cutting off his Head, 


ſhe had ſcarce any Senſe remaining, but that of her 


_ Misfortune : However, endeavouring to recover herſelf, 
as much as poſſible, from the Lethargy of her Grief, {hc 
egan to reflect, that if ſhe diſcovered her Retreat, it 

wou'd be the Means to clear his Innocence. And, in 

this Thought ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council: 

Don Pedro and her own Friends were the laſt ſhe ac- 


nainted with the Secret; but when ſhe did, and ſuf- 


hem to ſee her, and had fully let them know ths 
whole Truth of her Departure, ſhe conjured them to 
u 41 all their Cares to fave Sebaſttan's Lite 
u T the Council of Spain having been informed of 
the Adventure according to the Report of Lama only, 
fent Orders to the Preſident at Lion, to do immediate 
Jaſtice ; but as he was alſo of his Party, and the Deſign 
of Suza's: Bnemies being to take his Life, if poſſible 
by Form of Law, in ſpite of the Witneſſes of the Com- 
bat between him and Balthazar, and the Proteſtations 
of Elvira, that he was entirely ignorant of her Flight, 
he was ſtill proceeded againſt, on the Indictments of 
Rape and Aſſaſſination: They had already interrogated 
Don Sebaſtian ſeveral Times, but it was only a Forma- 
lity, and in ſome Sort to gratify the Solicitations of his 
Family, his Friends, and the 'T ears of his Mother, who 


uns every Day at the Feet of theJudges, But the Con- 
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clufion being determined among themſelves, they did 
not pretend to give theſe diſconiolate Perſons any Hope 
of acquitting him, and they were now expecting to hear 
the Sentence of his Death pronounced, when Donna 
Elvira ſeeing there was no Way but one to preſerve a 
Life ſo dear to her, after having endured the moſt cruel 
Combate between the Paſſion ſhe had for him, and the 
Horror of his Death, determined rather to ſacrifice 
herſelf, than let him ſuffer. The Time now preſſed, 
the fatal Moment was yaa therefore ſtrength- 
ening her Reſolution in as ſwift Degrees. as his Danger 
augmented, ſhe ſent to deſire Don Balthazar wou'd 
come to her. Leonora, who was informed of her De- 
ſign, and charged with this Commiſſion to him, per- 
ceiving he heſitated whether he ſhou'd comply or not, 
told him poſitively, that the Life of her Miſtreſs de- 

nded on his immediate Anſwer; and that if he de- 
layed Obedience to this Summons, he might, perhaps, 
never ſee her but in her Tomb. On this, he was pre- 
vailed on ta go, tho” with a Coldneſs which almoſt diſ- 
trated this faithful Confidant. 

Hs found the lovely Elvira in a Situation, ſuch as 
he cou'd not hinder himſelf from being touched with; 
pale, laguifhing, abaſhed, her Eyes drowned in Tears, 

t ſtill ſo beautiful with all this, that it was impoſ- 
ſible to ſee her without loving her. My Lord, ſaid 
ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw him enter, and forcing down 
the Sighs which were ready to interrupt her Speech,, 
'tis no longer the inexorable, the fierce Elvira, the 
Elvira who had the Boldneſs to conſtrain you not to love 
her, that now ſpeaks to you tis the ſubmiſſive, . 
the dying Elvira, who intreats your Pardon for an il- 
luſtrious Unfortunate, and who, to purchaſe his Life, is-- 
ready to give you her Heart and her Faith Yes, 
my Lek continued ſhe, ſave Don S:baſtian, and I 
ſwear to be yours ———— If it be true, that Love has 
any Part in the Addreſſes you have made me, prove it 
to me by this Action, which is juſt, as well as generous. 
I know you have the Power, his Judges are 


wholly influenced by you, and act only as you wou'd 
have them, ———— Triumph then over your Reſent- 
£4 ment,, 
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ment, if you think it any Happineſs to triumph over 
my Heart: What I now beg, may ſeem a Proof of my 
Tendermeſs for your Rival, but it. is alſo one of my 
Eſteem for you, fince I am certain, you wou'd hereafter 
condemn yourſelf for what you now ſo eagerly purſue : 
his is the laſt Teſtimony I ſhall ever give of my 
unhappy Paſſion for him; and it is the firſt I ever ex- 
acted of yours. In fine, my Lord, can you pretend to 
love the unfortunate ZE/vira de Zuares, yet ſee her thus 
without Compaſſion ?=—s there any Need of ſeei 
me in this Poſture to grant what I implore? With th 
Words ſhe threw her£:1f at his Feet, with her Face all 
covered with Tears. 

An ! Madam, cry'd Don Balthazar, immediately 
raiſing her, what a Spectacle do you offer to the Eyes 
of a Man who adores you ? How glorious is the 
Fate of Szza, and how deplorable is mine, who cannot 
obtain your Hand, but by my Endeavours to fave a 
Life, which, perhaps, may make mine fox ever miſe. 
rable ! But, continued he, you are not to be re- 
ſiſted the Bleſſing you offer me, overſways all other 
Conſiderations I will try if it be poſſible to make 

ou think me worthy of you Deceive not my 
. and I will fly to accompliſh yours. 
No, my Lord, replied ſhe, giving him her Hand, I 
call Heaven to witneſs the Sincerity of my Words. She 

had no ſooner ſpoke this, than Don Balthazar, tranſ- 
ported with Love and Joy, kiſſed her with the utmoſt 
Ardency, and then departed, knowing there was no 
Time to loſe in a Jun&ture ſo preſſing. He was no 
ſooner gone, than Elvira, quite overcome with the Vio- 
lence ſhe had done herſelf, fell into a Swoon in the 
Ams of Leonora : All the Siſterhood was called to her 
Aſſiſtance ; but tho* they uſed their utmoſt Endeavours, 
it was near two Hours before they cou'd bring her to 
herſelf. 

A viOLENT Fever ſucceeded this Fainting ; but ſhe 
wou'd not ſuffer herſelf to be put to Bed, fearing Don 
Balthazar wou'd look on her Indiſpoſition, as a Feint 
to elude the Promiſe ſhe had made to him, Don Pedro, 
who was ſeat for to ſee her, found her ſo changed, 
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that he was alarmed, but heard what ſhe had done with 

1 Joy, which was the greater, by its being ſo little ex- 
ed ; he gave a thouſand Praiſes to the Strength of 

her Reſolution, and begg'd ſhe wou'd take care of her- 


ſelf, in order to perſorm her Promiſe. 


I $HALL think little of my own Life, anſwered ſhe, 
till I am aſſured of that of Don __—_ She then 
deſired nothing might be ſpoken of her Illneſs ; and 
Don Pedro findi thus deſperate, was obliged to 
conſtrain her to hs the Remedies neceſſary for her Re- 
tovery. 

LM 4, however, who in his Heart knew the Inno- 
cence of Suza, and who ſaw Elvira arrived at the Point 
he wiſhed, deferred not his Sollicitations for this un- 
happy Rival. His Power was too conſiderable with the 
Council, for him, without Difficulty, to ſave the Man, 
his Intereſt alone had brought ſo near Deſtruction. Every 
Thing now changed Face, other Colours were put upon 
bis Actions they ſpoke no more of Rape or of 
Aſſaſſination; and the cruel Sentence of Death, which 
was juſt ready to be given, was converted into an Or- 
der for ſetting Sebaſtian at Liberty, on this condition, 
that he ſhou'd be baniſhed to one of his own Lands in 
the Country. | 

Bur this new Decree, at the Deſire of Lama, was 
kept ſecret till after his Marriage with Elvira d. Zua- 
res was conſummated. To aſſure that beautiful Lady 
that ſhe had nothing to fear for the Life of Scbhaſfian, he 
obliged the Preſident of the Council to ſhew the Order 
to Donna Catherina de Mendoce 3 but exacting a Promiſe 
from her to conceal the whole Matter till after the Nap- 
tials of Don Balthazar de Lama. This Lady having 
been told, ſhe owed the Life of her Son only to the 
Sacrifice the young Zuares made of her Hand, found it 
highly neceſſary to comply with their Injunctions, of 
ſpeaking nothing of the Matter ; and furthermore, of her 
own Accord, deſired Don Sebaſtian might not be it 
ted to go out of Priſon till the Ceremony was performed ;. 
judging, that if fo great a Misfortune, as the intire Loſs 
of Eluira, ſhou'd reach his Ears, he wou'd not be able 
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to refirain, himfelf from ſome Action ot other, that 
might involve him in freſh Troubles. | 

Tuts laſt Proof, however, of FE/vira"s Tendernch for 
her Son, touched ker in ſo lively a Manner, that ſhe 
ran immediately to her, thanking her in the moſt en. 
dearing Terms, for the important Service ſhe had done 


her Family. This amiable Lady, who had been in. 
formed by Don Balthazar of alf that had paſſed con- 
cerning this Affair, and expected not to hear it from 
the Mouth of Donna Catherina de Mendbcc, cou'd not 
ſee her without a Grief too great to be expreſſed: They 
embraced each other a thouſand Times, Donna Cath. 
rina called her by no other Name than her dear Daugli- 
ter, her lovely Daughter; and Elvira burſting into a 
Torrent of ungovernable Tears, ſaid, ſhe had now no 
_ the Conſolatien of hoping ever to call her Mo- 
er. 

Tums not ſo, my dear Elvira, reply'd Donna Ca- 
iberina, Heaven is too juſt to deprive me always of that 
Bleffng : Your Cares, your Sincerity, your Generoſity, 
will find a Recompence when leaſt you hope it; and 
fince you cannot be happy But with my Son, depend 
upon it, you will one Day be re-united. 

Aras ! reſumed Elvira, it is no longer permitted 
me even to wiſh ita ſevere Duty oppoſes my moſt 
innocent Defires - No, Madam, ne, Madam, con. 
tinued ſhe, all that Exceſs of tender Paſſion which from 
my Infancy I was taught to cheriſh, muſt now, in a 
Moment, extinct for ever I live, and Szza 
lives ; but we muſt meet no more, muſt love no more, 
and even to remember that Love is now a Crime in 
me, which, though impoſlible to avoid, I muſt endea- 
Vour. 

Trrs, Reflection made the Tears pour down afreſh 
from both; but Donna Catherina, whoſe Aſſurance of 
the Life of her. dear Son ſomething moderated the 
Grief for the unhappy Cataſtrophe of his Love, con- 
foled her the beſt ſhe was able: But finding that her 
Preſence and Diſcourſe but ſerved the more to remind 
her of her Misfortune, roſe up to take leave, and ha: 
ving embraced her for. the laſt Time, Adieu, my dear: 


vira, 
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Elvira, ſaid ſhe, you are too worthy of a better Fate. 
for you not to hope it. I will not preſs you to a Re- 
membrance of us, I know your Virtue forbids it; but 
ours will never ſuffer us to forget you, and what you 
have done for us, | 

I zHALL always think with Pleaſure on the Marks 
you have piven me of your Friendſhip, reply'd Elvira, 
whatever 1 do on thoſe of Don Sebaſtian : But all the 
Favour I have now Permiſſion to implore of you, is to 
employ all your Power, your Eloquence, your Tender- 
nels, for the Conſolation of that once dear Man, that 
he may be prevailed N to preſerve a Life for which 
1 hare ſacrificed all the Peace of mine. 

Wirn theſe Words they parted, unable to ſupport 
longer ſo melancholy a Converſation. Don Balthazar 
arrived ſome Moments after, accompanied by Don Pede 
and ſeveral others of the firſt Quality. The Articles of 
Marriage were drawn up and ſigned by both Parties that 
Day, and thoſe magnificent Preparations deſigned for 
the Nuptials of Don Sebaſtian, ſerved for thoſe of Lama, 
which was celebrated the next Morning with all imagina- 
ble Pomp. The ſorrowful Elvira quitted not her Re- 
treat, but to be conducted to the Atar, and from thence 
to the Palace of her Huſband, During the whole Courſe 
of this Ceremony ſhe appeared the deplorable Victim of 
Love and Duty ; her profound Melancholy plainly de- 
noted the cruel Situation of her Soul: But her Reſolu- 
tion in ſupporting this fad Reverſe of Fate, without 
ſhedding one Tear, or ſpeaking ane Word that cou'd - 
oive an Umbrage to him whoſe now ſhe was, was a 
Proof of the moſt elevated Virtue and Fortitude. 

Is the mean time Don Sebaftian, who, for more 
than ten Days, in which all theſe Things had hap- 
pened, heard not the leaſt News, but by the Interro- 
gatories which had been put to him, judged that his 
Death was certa'n, cou'd not conceive the Reaſon that 
both his Friends and Enemies ſeemed to have fo forgot 
him. Ia the whole Courſe of his Impriſonment he 
had felt no Inquietude but for Elvira, and what was 
become of her; but not doubting, that her Flight was 
only wo preſerve herſelf for him, he grieved not 1 
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for being ignorant of her Retreat, ſince he imagine! 
his Rival equally fo, and that he wou'd not receive any 
Advantage from the Sentence he ſhou'd cauſe to be 

ronounced againſt him. He admired her Conſtaney, 
her Fidelity, her Reſolution, and ſpeaking to himſelf, 
as tho* ſhe had been preſent, thanked her a thouſand 
Times in a Day for the Proof ſhe gave him of her Ten. 
derneſs, and ſaid he was content to die, ſince he wa 
certain, ſhe wou'd never give herſelf to the Arms of 
another. | 

Bur when the Time was elapſed, in which he ex 

ed they wou'd determine either for his Liberty or 

ath, he began to be agitated with more diſturbed 
Emotions; he thought it the utmoſt Severity of Fate 
to ſend him from the World, without knowing ſome 
thing of the Condition of Elvira He tried all Manner 
of Ways to tempt the Guards to ſuffer a Valet de Chan- 
bre, who was the only Perſon permitted to ſtay with 
him, to go out; but their Orders were ſo ſtrict, tha 
nothing wou'd prevail; and when he asked them any 
Queſtions concerning himſelf, or what they heard Peo 
ple fay concerning his Adventure and Confinement, 
they either anſwered not at all, or in ſuch a Manner, 
that he cou'd make nothing of what they ſpoke ; and 
this Reſerve, which he eafily perceived was affected, 
making him imagine ſomething worſe than Death wis 
intended for him, threw him into Agitations, ſuch 2 
Rood in need of all his Courage to endure, without be. 
ing guilty of any Word or Action that cou'd be terme! 
extravagant. 

He was in this cruel Uncertzinty and Suſpence, 
when, on the twentieth Night of his Impriſonment, 
and the firſt of the Marriage of Elvira, he heard his 
.Chamber-dogr open, and immediately ſaw his Mother 
Donna Catherina de Mendoce enter, preceded by a great 
Number of Flambeaux, and followed by four of hi 
neareſt K.indred. 

Mr Son, faid ſhe, giving him her Hand, the King 
is made ſenſible of your Innocence, and is pleaſed to 
reſtore you to your Liberty; follow me, and I wil 
inform you of the reſt in a Place leſs dreadful. = 

Whom 
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whom the Diſcontents of his Mind wou'd not ſuffer to 
ſleep, was not in Bed, and required little Preparation to 
obey her; he made no other Reply than a low Bow, 
and with an Air which teſtified more of Surprize than 
Joy at this ſudden Turn of Fate, went with her into her 
Coach, and the others accompanied them on Horſe- 
back: But they had not gone far, before perceiving 
that they took a Way which conducted them out of 
the Town, Where is it you carry me, Madam, ſaid 
he? Am I to hear nothing of Ela? Why is not Don 
Pedro with you? Do they know where we are going? 
Shall we find them at the Place to which you are con- 
veying me ? Don Sebaſtian, reply'd his Mother, 
ſhall know all theſe Things in Time; but I cannot fa- 
tisſy you entirely, till we are arrived at the Country- 
Seat of my Brother Don Lewis de Mendoce ; it is there 
we are going; content yourſelf till then, with being 
informed that Elvira is well, at L:/bon, and that it is to 
her alone you owe your Life. —_— Reaſons, 
which you will ſoon be acquainted with, oblige you to 
leave the City for ſome time. This is all 1 can tell 
you at preſent; but calm your Diſorders, give a Truce 
to Curiotity, and diſturb not the Pleaſure I feel in ſeeing 
you delivered from a Condition which had almoſt given 
me my Death. al | ni 
Dox Scbaſtian, whom this Diſcourſe involved in new 
Perplexities, omitted _—_ which he thought might 
oblige her to a more full Diſcovery of this Affair ; but 
her Reſolution was firm againſt all his Solicitations, 
knowing too well his Temper to truſt him with the 
dreadfal Secret, till ſhe ſhou'd be aſſured his Perſon was 
ſecured in a Place whence he cou'd not well remove to 
bring himſelf into a ſecond Trouble of the Kind he was 
but juſt relieved from. As the Houſe of Don Leauis was 
but a League from Liſbon, ſhe made choice of that for 
his Retreat, till his Affairs were regulated, and ſhe had 
brought him to ſubmit to his Exile by the Time pre- 
fixed, which was no more than four Days after the 
Time of his Enlargement; and that but on condition 
he ſhou'd not appear in Liſbon. 1 
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„ As they went very ſwiſt, they ſoon arrived at the 
Houſe of Don Lewis de Mendoce, who apprized of their 
Arrival, came out of his-Gates to receive them with x 
numerous Company, all Suza's Kindred or near Friends. 
The firſt Moments were paſſed in reciprocal Careſle; 
and Congratulations on this happy Change of his Sen- 
tence : After which, Don Lewis de Mendoce, who was 
a venerable old Nobleman, and greatly reſpected by 
Don Sebaſtian, as baving had the Care of him ſince the 
Death of his Father, made him and Donna Cathering 
go with him into his Cloſet, and after tenderly embra- 
cing him, Don Sebaſtian, faid he, you have hitherto ſo 
well maintained the Honour of your Family, that I 
flatter myſelf you never will {werve from it. One Ac. 
tion, which I cannot but call a brave one, has made 
you very near loſing your Life; now, one of - Fortitude 
muſt preſerve it I have a terrible Blow to give 
at the more Pain it gives you, the more your 
Courage and Reſolution will be teſtiſied in {upportug 
it. Elvira lives, but muſt be dead to you — you 
muſt think of her no more ſhe has given away her- 
ſelf to fave you in fine, ſhe has ——_ ed Felicity 
for Miſery; ſhe has renounced all that is dear to her, 
and embraced what is moſt deteſtable to her; and for 
the Sake of Suza, has yielded to be the Wife of Lama, 
I po not fay you muſt altogether extinguiſh the Ten. 
derneſs you have for her; I will not tell you that a Paſ. 
ſion, however it may appear laudable to the Mind that 
harbours it, is ſhameful and criminal, when it paſſes the 
Bounds preſcribed by Law ; that is the ordinary Lan- 
a of Men of my Years to- thoſe of yours : But 1 
am of a different Way of thinking, and ſhou'd tax you 
with Ingratitude, if you ſhou'd ceaſe to love Elvira 
after ſuch a Service. ——l wou'd have you love 
her, but with a Love diſcreet, reſpectful, and ſenſible 
of the Favour ſhe has done you.—— hut above all 
J wou'd have you obedient to her Commands, com- 
pliable to her Deſires, which join to enforce you to 
take care of a Life, which has coſt her ſo dear, and 


Which you cannot throw away without being ungrateful 
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to her. Then, added he, if after what I have ſaid can 
have any Weight with you, I wou'd have you yon the 
Shame of dying on a Scaffold, with the Grief of loſing 
a Miſtreſs ; and your Glory will certainly fo far triumph 
over your Deſpair, as to prevent you from committing 
any Extravagance which may reduce you to that 
Fate. ü 

Tuxsx laſt Words were ſcarce intelligible to the un- 
fortunate Sebaſtian, an univerſal Shivering ran through 
all bis Frame, a death-like Paleneſs ſpread itſelf over 
his Face; and, in ſpite of all his Courage, he fell, 
without Senſe or Motion, into the Arms of Don Lewis, 
who perceiving his Countenance change, ran to him to 
—_—_ him: He was immediately put into a Bed ; but, 
in ſpite of all the Remedies they applied, he recovered 
not his Senſes in many Hours; and when he did, he 
made no other uſe of them, than to utter ſuch Lamen- 
tations as drew Tears from the Eyes of all who were 
Witneſſes of them. | 

Donna Catherina, his Mother, ſat on the Bed-ſide, 
and, by a thouſand tender Careſſes and conſolatory Diſ- 
courſes, exhorted him to Patience, and a Reſignation to 
that which was evidently the divine Will: It was juſt 
Midnight when he came out of Priſon, and near nine 
in the Morning before they cou'd obtain from him one 
reaſonable Word, or in the leaſt, be able to calm the 
furrous Diſorders of his Soul; in fine, all the Argu- 
ments that cou'd be urged to him, ſerved rather to aug- 
ment than abate his Affliction, and he entreated he 
might be left alone: The Phyſicians themſelves, who 
were ſent for on the account of his fainting, mong 


him in a high Fever, forbid that he ſhou'd hold much 


Diſcourſe, Every body, therefore, retired, leaving none 
with him but a Valet de Chambre named Alvarez, who 
was the ſame that was with him in Priſon, and in whom 
he bad an entire Confidence. * | 

WHzn he found himſelf at liberty to give a looſe to 
his Paſſions, without Witneſſes ; 4lwarez, ſaid he, in a 
Tone which denoted more Vigour than his preſent Con- 
dition ſeenied to permit, I am reſolved to die, but I 
vou'd do it in the Preſence of Elvira: 1 

You. IV. Dy muſt 
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muſt therefore go to Liſben; if thy Love and Fidelity 
to me be equal to thy Pretenſions, affilt me with the 
Means. Atvarez, extremely furprized at this Deſign, 
ſaid every — that Reaſon cou'd inſpire to diſſuade 


him; on which, Don Sebaſtian ſtarted from his Bed in 
the utmoſt Fury, and holding a Ponyard to his Breaſt, 
told him, if he refuſed to give him willingly this Token 
of his Attachment, he wou'd make him obey him 
through Fear. Alvarez then not doubting but he wou'd 
proceed to fome deſperate Act, promiſed to do as he 
defired. The Queſtion was then, how to get out of 
Don Lewis's Houſe unperceived, and where to procure 
Horſes with ſuch Privacy, that none of the Family 
might be informed of their Intention; but Alvarez be- 
ing prevailed upon to come into his Maſter's Meaſures, 
undertook for the reſt ; and the Part Don Sebaſtian had 
fo act was, only to counterfeit a Mitigation of thoſe 
Troubles which now raged with greater Violence than 
ever. The faithful A/varez exactly performed what 
was given to his Charge, and the Deſire of ſeeing 
Elvira, and expiring at her Feet, had more Effect 
on Sebaſtian, for the: Recovery of his Health, than 
all the Remedies preſcribed to him by the Phyſi- 
cians. 
Fnpike himfelf much better the next Day, he roſe, 
- and having made Alvarez dreſs him, he went to the 
Apartment of Donna Carherina : Madam, ſaid he to 
her, I come to entreat your Pardon for the Weakneſs | 
have been guilty of before you, and hope, that as you 
know the Exceis of my Love and how greatly 1 have 
loſt in lofing the incomparable E/vira, you will think 
it nierits ſome Excuſe. I own I am in Defpair, but ! 
have yet Fortitude to hear all the Ills that Fortune can 
inflit ; therefore, come to learn from you what yet re. 
mains to be told of my Misfortune, and to know in what 
Faſhion I am now to proceed. | 
You muſt hve, my Son, anſwered ſhe haſtily, Evira 
begs it of you, I command you, and Honour obliges 
you to do ſo. Then ſhe related all the Particular 
that had paſſe ! fince the Day of his Combate with 
Don Balthazar, and the Conditions of his ar = 
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LR He cou'd not hear this Recital without Ago- 
nies of Spirit, which it is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe. 
But he diſſembled them the beſt he cou'd, in order to 
prevent any Suſpicion of the Reſolution he had taken, 
and told Don Catherina, that he was ready to obey in 
every thing that either herſelf or the Council ſhou'd or- 
dain : She then told him, that two Days were yet to 
come from the Time prefixed ; that ſhe wou'd have him 
remain with Don Lewis till the Expiration, and that as 
his Lands were far off, ſhe might, peradventure, obtain 
ſome Days to be added for the Re-eftabliſhment” of his 
Health, before he took ſo long a Journey. He appeared 
intirely ſubmiſſive to every thing, and ſeemed ſo little 
defirous of ever ſeeing E/vira or Liſbon any more, that 
neither this careful Mother nor Don Lewis had the leaſt 
Suſpicion of his deceiving them: They loft all the 
Fears they had been in, of his enterprizing any thing 
againſt Don Balthazar, and thought of nothing more 
than diverting his Melancholy, while he remained with 
them ; and hoped, that afterwards Change of Place and 
Variety of Objects would eraſe the unhappy part of his 
Adventures intirely out of his Mind. 57 5% 

PeRCervinc he was pretty well recovered, Donna 
Catherina laboured not to gain more Time ; and the 
fourth Day being fixed for his Departure, a great 
Number of his Kindred Allies, and Friends, were pre- 
paring to accompany him ſome Part of the Way, But 
the Night before, Alvarez having provided himſelf of 
two great Horſes, and a Key that wou'd open the Park- 
Gate, they went out without any Noiſe, mounted their 
Horſes, and were in Liſbon ſome Hours before Day- 
break: They went to the Houſe of a Kinſman of A/- 
wvarez, a Perſon in whom that faithful Domeſtic knew 
he cou'd conſide; and there Don hu, n lay conceal- 
ed, while he endeavoured to ſpeak to Leonora. 

Tus Hour which Don Sebaſtian had ſet for his 
Departure, was no ſooner arrived, and all his Friends 
and Kindred at the Gate attending him, than Donna 
Catherina ſent to his Apartment, to tell him every 
thing was ready : But how on was her Aſtoniſhment, 
When inſtead of him, they N her a dan + 
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he had left on his Table, and directed to her; ſhe opened 
it with the utmoſt Precipitation, and found it contained 
theſe Words : 


To my moſt dear and honoured Mather Donna 
CATHERINA DE MEN DOcR. 


% Mapan, 


46 INCE I am baniſhed Ln, it ought to be in- 
6c different to my Judges where I go, all Places are 
*« equal to an Exile: But I think my own Lands, to 
* which you tell me they have confined me, are too 
« near the Objects which torment me, ever to get them 
% from my Mind: I wou'd therefore at a greater diſ- 
e tance terminate a Life, which I cou'd not preſerve in 
« any wu of Portuga/, without being more cruel to 
« myſelf, than my worſt of Enemies have been, Par- 
« don this enforced Diſobedience m 


Your unfortunate Son, 


SEBASTIAN DE LA SUZA, 


Donna Catherina had no ſooner read this Letter, 
than ſhe communicated it to her Brother Don Lais, 
and the reſt of their Kindred and Friends, who hold- 
ing Council on what was beſt to be done in this Affair, 
they were all of Opinion to conceal the Eſcape of Don 
Sebaſtian, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known he had done 
any thing clandeſtine, it wou'd raiſe Suſpicion of his 
Conduct; and even tho' he ſhou'd really deſign to leave 
the Kingdom, and be gone to Liſben with that Intent, 

et being found there, contrary to the Decree, he wou'd 
infallibly be arreſted a ſecond time ; and if he had any 
other leſs juſtifiable Deſign, yet ftill it was beſt to leave 
him to his Fate, without intermeddling with it : But at 
the ſame time, they all reſolved to make ſtrict Search 
for him, tho' with the utmoſt Privacy: They added 


alſo, that Donna Catberina ſhou'd take a Journey * 
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the Lands of her Son, as tho' to comfort him in his Pa 
niſhment, while the other Party of them went to Li- 
bin, in order to diſcover if they cou'd hear any thing 
of him. 

Tris Advice was too prudent not to be followed, the 
Mother of Szza told all her Friends and Acquaintance, 
that ſhe deſigned in a ſhort time to viſit her Son, who 
was obliged for a time to live in his own Territories in 
the Country: Accordingly ſhe de for that Place, 
with a Smile on her Face, but the utmoſt Anguiſh in 
her Heart. As for Don Lewis and the reſt, they went 
immediately to Liſbon, to begin their ſecret Inquiſi- 
tions. 

ALVAREZ in the mean time was endeavouring ta 
meet Leerra ; but having loitered a long time about 
Don Bulthazar's Palace, without ſeeing any Perſon of 
whom he durſt inquire for her, be was juſt beginning 
to deſpair, when he perceived her at a Lattice of a 
low Parlour Window, which jutted out to the Street: 
He made ſeveral Signs to her, which ſhe did not pre- 
ſently obſerve, nor cou'd recolled his Face ; bat advan- 
cing a little nearer, it was impoſſible for her not to 
know him: She was not a little ſurprized at ſeeing him, 
but giving him to underſtand ſhe wou'd return again, 
left the Window; and ſome Moments after he ſaw a 
Paper fall at his Feet, which taking up, he found con- 
tained theſe Words; Go, and expect me at the Cha- 
« pel of St. Urſula.” Alvarez, who feared to be ſeen 
by any body that might know him, made what haſte 
he cou'd away from that Place to the Chapel, where he 
had not been above half an Hour, before he ſaw Leonora 
appear, wrapped up in her Veil: She went into an ob- 
ſcure Part, where he followed, and kneeling down by 
her, related to her the full of his Commiſſion, and 

inted, in the moſt moving Colours, the Exceſs of his 

aſter's Deſpair, and the firm Reſolution he had taken 
to die at the Feet of Elvira. 

Discazzr Leonora, continued he, I am perſuaded, 
that if he had an Interview with her, it might 
change this dreadful Deſign ; I therefore conjure you 
The Danger to which he is ex- 

N 3 | poſed, 
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There is no prevailing with him to leave it without 


having ſeen her, and he is capable of hazarding ary 
thing, if ſhe refuſes this Condeſcenſion. 


LEONORA was extremely perplexed at this Re. 


quelt ; ſhe knew perfetily well, that ber Miſtreſs wou'd 
never conſent to what he deſired : If it cou'd therefore 
be brought about, it muſt be without her Knowledge, 
and that cou'd not be accompliſhed without extreme 
Danger. She diſcovered all her Fearsto Aluvarex, in 
order to oblige him to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade 
his Maſter from this Enterprize. But he ſoon put an 
End to her Remonſtrances, by relating to her in what 
Manner Don Sebaſtian had compelled him to join in it, 
and mage her ſo well conceive the Deſpair in which 
this Refuſal would plunge him, that ſhe at length re- 
ioived to fatisfy him. She then told him, that Donna 
hand who had been a little indiſpoſed before her 
arriage, but had concealed it, becauſe ſhe wou'd not 
delay Enlargement of Don Sebaftian, was now ſo 
extremely ill, that ſhe kept her Bed: And this it is, 
ſaid ſhe, that facilitates my doing what you require, 
becauſe Don Balthazar hes in another Apartment, not 
to incommode her: I have, therefore, only to admit 
him in the Duſk of the Evening, at the Garden-Door ; 
but, continued ſhe, I wou'd have him wait with Pa. 
tience in a little Arbour covered with Jefſamin, which 
he will find at the Entrance, till 1 find a proper Moment 
to introduce him. - They © 
ALF AREZ having obtained this Promiſe quitted 
her with the higheſt Satisfaction, and, ran to bear the 
News to Don Sebaſtian, who expected his Return with 
an unequal Impatience, If he had been capable of 
Joy, the Hope of this dear Interview wou'd have given 
it him; but the Motive which made him wiſh it, was 
too ſad to excite any pleaſing Emotions in his Soul. 
Sometimes abandoning himſelf wholly to his Tender 
neſs, be conſidered E/wvira as an Object before whom 
all Reſentments ought to ceaſe; he remembered the 
Violence ſhe had done herſelf, the exalted Proof ſhe had 
given of the moſt diſintereſted n un- 
| | - app) 
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happy Fate ſhe had ſubmitted to, for the Preſervation - 
of his Life. But when he reflected that his Rival en- 
joyed all the Advantage of this Exceſs of Love, he grew- 
quite ſerious, and ſaid ſuch Things, as nothing but a 
Grief ſuch as his cou'd be capable of excuſing: He 
imagined nothing fo wretched as himſelf; but had he 
been witneſs of the cruel Moments Elvira had paſſed 
ſince her Marriage, and the melancholy Reflections ſtie 
made oh her Misfortune, he would have found ſhe had 
a thouſand times more to complain of than himſett. 
This charming Lady, who, while Sebaſtian was in dan- 
ger, couw'd think of nothing but the means to deliver 
him, no ſooner hid, by giving her Hand to Balthazar, 
ſet him free, and eaſed herſelf of the Fears ſhe was in 
on this account, than the State ſhe had entred into, pre- 
ſented itſelf to her Mind, in all its Horroars. The Ap- 
prehenſion of ſeeing a Man die, who was dearer to her 
than Life, had made her blind to every thing chat 
threatned herlelf, and in the Tranfports of her Grief 
and her Deſpair, imagined the con'd, without mucn 
Difficulty, paſs her Days with one ſhe hated, for the 
Preſervation of one the ſo much loved. But when the 
Danger was over, and when ſhe knew he was living, 
and at liberty, the Action which had procured his De- 
lwerance appeared in a different Light; ſhe looked on 
it now as criminal, and accuſed f of Inconſtancy, 
and too great Precipitation; began to imagine the Dari- 
ger of Suze not fo great as ſhe had believed it was, and 
thatſhe ought not to have violated the Promiſe ſhe had 
made to him, but on a greater Certainty, that nothing 
elſe cou'd have redeemed him. She regarded Don Ba. N 
thazar de Lama only as the Comtiser d her Misforrune, 
and her Tyrant; and ſo dreadful were her Agitations, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Courage to prevent her 
from yielding to the moſt terrible Deſpair. 
Bur if the Pangs ſhe laboured under were ever fo 
„ her Virtue was yet greater; and tho! for a time, 
ſeemed to be ſubmitted to their Force, Religion, 
Piety, and Duty affiſted her in the end to overcome 
them'z and, as the was the Wife of Lama, ſhe reſolved 
not only to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to baniſh Sc 
60 4 tian 
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tian from her Heart, but alſo to love the Man to whom 
Fate had allotted her, and to forget, as much as poſſi. 
ble, that any other had ever becn dear to her. 
. -SUC# a Reſolution, however, cou'd not be made 
without the moſt cruel Conflicts of Mind, which joined 
to the weak Condition to which her Griefs had thrown 
her before Marriage, ſo ſeized on all her Spirits, that 
ſhe fell into a violent Fever the next Day after that in 
which ſhe had given her Hand to Balthazar. As he 
was yet in the rl Tranſports her Poſſeſſion had afforded 
him, and looked on himſelf as the Author of her Indi. 
3 he neglected nothing for the Recovery of her 
ealth, that cou d be expetted from the moſt tender 
Huſband. 

Tus extraordinary Care he took of her, on this Oc- 
cation, touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; and 
being determined to quit all Ideas to his Prejudice, ſhe 
teſtifed the utmoſt Gratitude to him, entreated him not 
to leave her Chamber, aſſuring him, that her 1lineis 
was not conſiderable enough to oblige him to go into 
another Apartment, and - his Preſence contributed 
to her Cure: But he finding her much worſe than ſhe 
was willing to make ſhew of, and not doubting but the 
Conſtraint ſne put upon herſelf added a double Force to 
her Diſtemper, ref her Demand, and came not into 
the Room, but at thoſe Hours when he knew he cou'd 
not incommode her. | 

Tno' the high Virtue and Wiſdom of Donna EIvi- 
ra had made her act in this manner, ſhe cou'd not keep 
herſelf from finding a kind of Sweetneſs in the Liberty 


of talking freely to her dear Leonora: She commanded ' 


her never to {peak of Don Sebaſtian to her, nor of thoſe 
Hopes ſhe had formerly entertained on his ſcore, but 
to let nothing eſcape that Don Ba/thazar did to pleaſe 
her, and to entertain her continually with all that was 
valuable in him, in order to force her, as it were 
to think of nothing but him. Theſe Commands had 
been exactly performed by her Nurſe, who wiſhed 
nothing more than the Recovery of. her Repoſe, and 
knew, that to love him was now the only means 
to obtain it. But the Arrival of Szzz, having brought 
» to 
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to her Mind the firſt Felicities of her Miſtreſs, and mad: 
her compare them with her preſent Misfortunes, it was 
impoſſible for her. all that Day to ſpeak one Word of 
Balthazar, or tell her Miſtreſs any of the Griefs he 
reſſed for her Indiſpoſition. 
ns beautifal Lady having paſſed two Days and two 
Nights in continual Agitations, now found herſelf ſome- 
what better, after two Hours of Sleep. in which time 
Lama had come ſeveral times to the Chamber-door to 
inquire of her Health. Leonora was all that time taken 


up with the Sight of 4/varez, and the Meeting ſhe had 
ven him at the Chapel of St. U-/ula; and full of the 


atagem ſhe had formed in Favour of Don Sebaſtian's 
Requeſt, thought not of informing her Miftre{, on her 
Ns. "96. of the Compiaiſance of Lama; but the other 
Women did not fail to tell her, and ſhe ſent to let him 
know, that ſhe was now in a condition to receive him. 
He came immediately, and ſtaid with her till Night 
was pretty far advanced, as did alſo Don Pedro, and ſe - 
veral others of the Zuarian Family; and this Company 
rendering the Attendance of Leonora unneceflary, ſhe 
had Opportunity of preparing every thing for the Re- 
ception of Surg. 


Doxx a Elvira, who to be fatigued with over 


much Diſcourſe, and the ſecret Emotions of her own 
Mind, ſeemed ſo extremely unquiet, that Loma per- 
ceiving it, obliged every body to retire, and as it was 
pretty late, took leave of her himſelf, telling her, he 
hoped to find her in better Health next Morning, £/- 
vira made many Efforts to retain him, thinking her 
Duty obliged her to do fo, that ſhe might be prevented 
from indulging any Thoughts of Sebaftian, whole Image, 
whenever it came into her Mind, gave a Shock to 1 
dererity of her Virtue. * 
Bur Lama, being forbid by the Phy fi- ians, wou'd 
not ſuffer himſelf to be prevailed upon. As ſoon as he 
was gone out, Leonora, who was full of diſturbed Ap- 
prehenfions, came to the Bed - ſide, and faid foftly to 


Alira, Don Balthazar muſt certainly now become very 
dear to you, Madam, that you caunot ſuffer him out of | 


Jour Sight one Moment. 
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Atas! replied ſhe, wou'd to Heaven that he were 
ſo, I ſhou'd not then be in the Condition I am 
But, Leoncra, is it for you to reproach a Conduct which 
you ought to be the firſt to preſeribe to me? Is it for 
you to ſupport me in the Precepts of my Duty, or to 
ſwerve from them? Juſt Heaven, continued ſhe, I am 
the only Perſon that knows what is due from me to 
Balthazar ! —— Yes, Leonora, I perceive you ſpeak of 
him but with Regret, and cannot ſubmit to the Orders 
J have given you—— Where were you, when he came 


ſo often this Afternoon to inquire of my Health? 


Why did you not relate to me thoſe Marks of his Af. 
fetion ? In fine, why do you not aſſiſt the Efforts I am 
making to procure me a happy Life? 

LEONORAY, who had employed the time that Don 
Lama was with his Wife, in introducing Suzz into a 
Cloſet adjoining to E/vira's Chamber, was too conſcious 
of the Treaſon ſhe was guilty of, and too much per- 
19718 in what Manner ſhe ſhou'd accompliſh what the 
12d began, to be able to make an immediate Reply: 
Her Silence, the Bluſhes which in a Moment covered 
all her Face, and the Tremblings which were viſible in 
her whole Perſon, alarmed Elvira, already diſconcerted 
with many confuſed” Ideas: What have yon done, Leo 
nora f cry d ſhe, What has happened ? J charge you to 
diſguiſe nothing from me. 094-5 61 

Turn this Woman, aſſuming a little more Courage, 
I have great things to tell you, Madam, anſwered he; 
but permit me firſt to clear your Apartment of all your 
Women, and that J may be ſhut up alone with you—— 
the Occaſion requires it. In ſpeaking theſe Words, 
without attending any Reply, ſhe went out of the 
Chamber, and having diſperſed all the Attendants, ſome 
one way, ſome another, and taken out the Keys of the 
Rooms, ſhe returned to her expecting and greatly ſur- 
prized Lady. | | 

Tuts amiable Perſon knew not what to think of fo 
odd a Behaviour in her Nurſe ;' her Words and her 
Precautions brought ſtrange Things to her Imagination; 
yet dd ſhe not in the leaſt ſuſpect, that Suza was fo 
Heat: Leonora had no ſooner re entered, than falling = 

N * r 


_—_ "on Ss. Bo a am AS ac Aaco a= ic} +a. r a» HJ 


> mw, & = 4 wy -— 3. oy 


=” + — OT 


( 225 ] 
her knees,, Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, I know what I am 
about to tell you will excite your Indignation ; but if it 
be a Crime that I have committed, it is ſuch a Crime, 
as it was impoſlible to avoid, without having another 
Heart Alvares, Madam, the faithful Ser- 
vant of Don Sebeftian, comes to inform you ſomewhat 
concerning the Life of his Maſter Ile has an 
important Secret, which he will diſcloſe to none but 
yourſelf --——- He, therefore, begs the Honour of en- 
tertaining you for one Moment F own I was 
unable to deny my part of. his Petition I have 
introduced him privately into your Palace He 
is in my Chamber, and waits till I bring him to 
ou. | 
l GREAT God! cried out Elvira, Alvarez at Liſbon ? 
Alvar (hut up in my Apartment ! imprudent Lese- 
nora, to what have you expoled me | 

SHE, was able to ſay no more, the very Name of that 
Conſident of Sebaſtian raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, 
which, for a time, deprived her of the power of Speech. 
Lronera, who expected nothing leſs, took this Opportu- 
nity to repreſent, that there was nothing to fear from 
this Viſit, that ſhe had conducted him in ſuch a faſh on, 
that it was impeſſible for any Perſon to have any know 
ledge of his coming: in fine, ſhe talked with ſo much 
Appearence of R „ that Elvira was at length per 
ſuaded to ſee him. Let me riſe then, ſaid the, for I 
fear I ſhall not be in a State of Tranquillity enough to 
remain in bed, while this Man talks to re But, 
added ſhe, you muſt let him know his Stay mull be ve- 
ry ſhort, and that he muſt not pretend to deliver mt 
any Letter from his Maſter, for I am abſolutely bent to 
receive none. In ſpeaking this, the threw -a Night- 
Gown. over her Arms, and ſeated herſelf in an caſy 
Chair, in which ſhe cou'd ſcarcely ſuſtain herſelf through 
Weakneſs, while Leonora left her to bring in the pre- 
tended Ae . | 

Dox Sebaſtian had been for ſome time in @ Situa- 
tion little better; he was admitted at the Hour ap- 
poined, imo the Arbour of Jeſſamin, Where he and 
Alvarez lay concealed till Leonora returned, and con- 
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ducted this unhappy Lover into her Chamber. Fain 
wou'd he have expreſſed his Gratitude to her for this 
Favour, but had neither Words nor Voice, and in his 
Looks and Motions appeared to her rather a Spe&re 
than a living Man. In effect, the Thoughts that he 
cou'd now behold Elvira but by ftealth, and that his 
molt innocent Intentions wou'd now, if known, be 
look'd on as criminal, plunged him ia Agitations, ſuch 
as there is no Poſſibility of deſcribing. | 

Wu he found himſelf alone in a Chamber fo near 
that of Elvira, and conſidered he was in the Palace of 
his Rival, his Rage awakened in ſuch a manner, that 
Leonora had much ado to bring him to any degree of 
Calmneſs : He followed, however, where ſhe conducted 
him, and without ſcarce knowing what he was doing, 
or whither he went, entered the Apartment of the un- 
happy Wife of Lama. 

BuT when he beheld her with her Handkerchief be- 
fore her Eyes, her Head ſupported by a Cuſhion, with- 
out any other Motion than what her Siglis occaſioned, 
he was pierced to the very bottom of his Soul, at a 
Spectacle for which he was wholly unprepared 
Love now regained its Empire over its Reſentments, 
and, inſtead — Reproaches, he threw himſelf at her 
Feet, and embraced her Knecs, without power to ex- 
preſs himſelf any otherwiſe than by Sighs and Groans. 

Donna Elvira believing it was Aluarex, whoſe Re- 
ſpect and Grief obliged to this Action, having ſtil! the 
Handkerchief before her Eyes, Alvarez, ſaid ſhe, the 
State in which you ſee me 1s ſufficient to clear me to 
your Maſter, of all Lightneſs and Inconſtancy You 
may let him know how you have found me, if it will 
be any Conſolation to him; but ſay nothing to me 


of him, which may prejudice my Glory, for that 


already is too much injured by ' permitting your Ap- 
oach, 

12 is not Alvarez who receives this Favour, reply d 

Don Sebaftian ; but the moſt unfortunate of Mankind 

who deſires no other Advantage by it, chan to expire 
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WazRE am I! interrupted Elvira, taking away the 
Handkerchief, that hindered her till then from ſeei 
him; What do I behold ! —Perfidious Leonora 
preſumptuous Suza / She then attempted to puſh him 
from her, and roſe, endeavouring to quit the Place, 
which finding herſelf too weak to accompliſh ; Don Se- 
baſtian, ſaid ſhe, fince I have been capable of facri- 
ficing all my Repoſe to your Safety, believe alſo that I 
am capable of ſacrificing my Life to my Glory 
You have, by this Action, affronted me beyond For- 
giveneſs expected other Marks of your Eſteem 
and Gratitude, Cruel E vira, reply d Saga, hindering 
her to remove, and whoſe Fury was rekindled at her 
Upbraidings ; What Gratitude ought I to pay you, you 
who have hindered the Blow prepared for me only to 

ive a deeper Wound yourſelf? A Death in- 
fete by my Enemies was not enough to ſatisfy you 
to content you, I muſt receive it from your own 
hand Ungrateful Zuares, why wou'd you not 
ſuffer me to die in Peace? Had I loſt my Head on a 
Scaffold, I ſhould have left the World in a ſweet Hope, 
that you were faithful to me ? But you wou'd have me 
live to ſee you in the Arms of my Rival And 
when, in ſpite of my juſt Indignation, I riſque that 
Life for which, you ſay, you have facrificed your Re- 
poſe, only for the Happineſs of bewailing my Misfor- 
rune for a Moment, and then dying at your feet, you 
ſee me but with Horror, you reproach me with affront- 
ing, with diſhonouring you. Well, Madam, continued 
he, lifting up his Eyes, I will prove my Gratitude, 


fince you expect ſome iVuſtrious Mark of it, I will ren- 


der you back the Life you have ſaved, and willingly ſa- 
crifice it to the Happineſs of him you have preferred 
before me. | 

In concluding theſe Words he drew a Dagger, and 
had certainly plunged it in his Breaſt, with his whole 
Force, if the deſolate Elvira had not thrown herſelf 
upon him,” and, aided by Leonora, wreſted from his 
hands the fatal Steel; Love and Fear having now inſpi- 
red her with a Strength ſuperior to what her Condition 
ſeemed to promiſe. X n 
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Don Sebaſtian vexed and aſhamed to find himſelf dif. 
armed, What mean you, Madam, by thus delaying 
Fate? cry'd he, looking on her with the mott pity. 
moving Air, Sasa, reply d Elvira, all bathed in Tears, 
the State in which I ſee you diſſipates all my Fears: I 
am more touched with your Deſpair than your Re- 
proaches ; the one calls to my Remembrance the Hap. 
pineſs I have loſt, but the other I feel not becauſe l 
merit them not — But, in fine, I will make 
yet one more Effort for you -I will forget, fora 
88 what I am, and what I ought to be, to diſco- 
ver to you all my Heart: If you love me, Szzs, you 
will believe me; and in ſpite of the Excess of your 
Rage, I am affured you do * in your Soul, and 
doubt not of my Innocence, However, ſince I mult af- 
ſure you of it myſelf, I yield to do ſo; but, in recom- 

ce for my Sincerity, which the Situation I am in 
renders criminal, I exact two things cf you; the firſt is, 
That you will make no Attempt upon your Life, but 
take, on the contrary, . the utmoſt Care to preſerve it: 
Homicide is an AQtion, of all other the moſt unworthy 
either of a brave Mind, or of a Man ſubmiſſive to the 
Decrees of divine Providence. The other is, to hear 
me without Interruption, and not to take any advan- 
tage from what I ſay, to entertain me with Diſcourſes 
of a Paſſion, which, cou'd I now conſent to liften td, I 
ſhou'd be unworthy of. On theſe Conditions, I will 
conceal from you nothing of my Soul; and regarding 
you in this Jait Interview as the dearcft thing to me in 
the World, lay open to you my moſt ſecret "Thoughts. 
Anſwer me, Don Sebaſtian, and promiſe to periorm 
what I demand of you. | | 
. ELYTRA, in ſpeaking thus, had a certain Air of 
Candour and Majeſty, which rendered her fo beautiful, 
and awful at the ſame time, that the amerous Suze 
thought he had never before ſeen her accompanied with 


” 


ſo any Graces; he remained ſome Moments in filent 


Admiration, and his Fury utterly receding to his Love, 
he threw himſelf a ſecond time at her Feet know, 
faid he, that J am unworthy of the Honour you do me, 
——, als! what Piety, what Reaſon can you ex. 
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from the Man who loves Elvira, and has for ever 
| her? ——1 know, however, that my Reproaches are 
unjuſt, and that I ought to ſubmit in all things to the 
Will of Heaven and you —— Yes, Madam, aided he, 
with a deep Sigh, I ſwear to perform exactly all you 
have injoined me, and to leave to Time the Termina- 
tion of my Love, my Gricf, and Life, which laſt I now 
conſecrate afreſhi to you. | 45 
Tux Elvira obliged him to fit down, and having a 
little recollected herle!f, Don Schaſtian, ſaid ſhe, tis 
hard to bring my Virwe to the Confeſſion I am about 
to make you, but eaſy and pleaſing to my Inclinations. 
My Heart has long been accuſtomed to love you, 
and my Tongue to tell you ſo, and I am now conſcious 
of a guilty Pleaſure in being compelled by your De- 
ſpair, to repeat the ſweeteſt Conceſſion But it is 
to ſave you a ſecond time, that I take this laſt Liberty. 
know then, Suza, you are as dear to me, as in 
thoſe happy Moments when firſt it was permitted meg 
give you Proofs of it; and I call Heaven to witnefs, 
that if my Life con'd have been accepted as a Ranſom 
for yours, I wou'd gladly have reſigned it, rather than 

my Hand to any but yourſelf. | 
I wil tell you yet farther, that it was I myſelf that 
preſſed Balthazar to this Marriage; each Inſtant that it 
was delayed was a Continuation of your Impriſonment; 
and the more I advanced my own Misfortune, the 
nearer you were to your Deliverance In fine, I 
intirely forgot myſelf, to think only on du — The 


Effect has proved I did -I factifice my All for your 


Preſervation —- All £:/bon knows this Truth, and I 
think you cannot be ignorant of irt. 
Can you then doubt the cruel Situation of my 
Heart? the Condition I am. in may convince/you of an. 
—— hat as you cannot know my laſt Reſolutions, 
without I inform you, know, that the more dear you 
are to me, the more I now endeavour to baniſh you 
ſrom my Memory; my Repoſe, my Glory, my Duty 
preſcribes this Law to me I do not tell you I have 
power to fulfil it, that is a Secret I reſerve to myſelf 
only think that I muſt do it, and that L ſhou'd. render 


myſelf 
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n of your Eſteem, if I did not ende. 
- with all 4 T 


vour it my Strength It is not permitted 
me to ſee you, or to hear you any more; and you can- 
not conſtrain me to think of you without diſhonouring 
me If you love me, my Glory will be precious 
to you———you will not ſeek to blemiſh it by unavailing 
Temptations, but by a firm Reſolution to fly my Pre. 
ſence, give me liberty to follow the Dictates of my 
Reaſon All the Efforts you henceforth make, to 
overcome your Paſſion, will be ſo many Proofs, that you 
have loved me with the moſt perfect one, as I the 
Cares I take to forget you, will be Teſtimonies of 

Virtue Live, my dear Sebaſtian, to give me this 
Conſolation in my Misfortunes, that I have ſaved you 
from Death Preſerve that Life, I charge you, 
which has colt me too much, for you to expole to the 
Dangers you muſt meet in this Place Abandon it 
for ever, or return not till the unfortunate E/vira is no 
more. Then I will permit you to think of me, and to 
flatter your Tenderneſs with all that can aſſure you of 
mine, as a Conſolation for my Loſs — Go, continued 
ſhe, burſting into Tears, leave me this Inſtant, and diſ- 
fipate the mortal Fears I am in, while you remain in 
Lion Make me no Reply ——1 will tell myſelf all 
you wou'd ſay to me 1 know all that you thin 
and wou'd have you read my Heart, as I do yours 


'. Exact from me no more, and for the laſt Mark of the 


garded her with a Look which pierced her Soul, follow- 


* 
- 


Power I have over you, obey me. 

Hunz the diſconſolate Elvira ceaſed to ſpeak, and 
Don Sebaftian, full of Love, of Admiration, and Grief, 
lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, then fell upon his Knees, 
and taking her Hand, which ſhe had ſtretched out 
to raiſe him, put it to his Mouth, and while he kiſ- 
ſed it with the utmoſt Ardency, bathed it in a Torrent 
of Tears. They remained ſome time in this Poſture ; 
bat the virtuous Elvira ſummoning all her Courage to 
her Aid, made a Sign to Leonora, which Suze v- 
ing, he roſe up, and having, in bowing to her, re- 


d his ConduQreſs, without — the Orders he 
had received by one ſingle W Leonora, _ 
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little leſs touched at this melancholy Scene than the 
Perſons concerned in it, had the good Fortune to fee 
him out of the Gates of Lama's Palace, without any 
Accident. 

He returned to the Kinſman of Alvarez, who was 
greatly diſquieted at his long oy but he appeared ſo 


changed, and with ſomething ſo deplorable in his Coun- 
tenance, that he hardly durſt teſtify the Joy he had for 
his ſafe Return: Alvarez himſelf, fearing ſome fatal E- 
vent, preſerved a profound Silence, while Sebaſtian walk 
ed up and down the Room with Eyes caſt down, and 
Arms a croſs for the beſt part of the Night. | | 

AT laſt, changing his Poſition of y, and per- 
ceiving Alvarez near him, Tis done, ſaid he to him, 
as if he had known what had paſs'd between him and 
Elvira; ſhe will have it fo, and I muſt obey her 
Yes, Alvarez, continued he, in a kind of "Tranſport, I 
will live, not to forget her, but to adore her, to admire 
and reſpeR her till my laſt Breath. * 
Tur faithful Confidant, charmed with this Reſolu- 
tion, and eaſil guefing what had occaſioned it; Well 
then, my Lord, aid he, we muſt quit Libor, and retire 
to a Place where you may be ſheltered from thoſe Dan- 

which wou'd force you to fail in what the excel- 
nt Elvira has exacted from you. - 

Mr dear Alvarez, reply'd he, do with me what thou 
wilt I am ignorant what I am, what I fay, and 
to what way I ſhou'd direct my Steps I aban- 
don myſelf wholly to thee I will lice, I have 
promiſed it ; but demand no more of me. 

ALVAREZ waited not to repeat his Remonſtrances, 
but, on the Inſtant, went out of the Room, and pre- 
pared for their Departure; which, when done, he re- 
turned, and made his Maſter get on horſe-back, as did 
alſo himſelf and Kinſman, all diſguiſed and well armed. 
Sebaſtian ſuffered them to do in every thing as they 

leaſed, without informing himſelf ; they went out of 

own, and, by Morning, arrived at a little Town, 

where Alvarez took leave of his Kinſman, and, after 
a ſhort Repoſe, * with his Maſter, for the Terri- 
is Sentence ſent him, where 3 i 
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Catherine de Mendoce arrived not till three Days af. 
ter, little hoping to find there any Object fo conſo- 


ling. 

ELv1 NA in the mean time no ſooner found Don b 
baſtian was out of danger, than ſhe felt herſelf much 
eaſed in having made him this Diſcovery of her Heart: 
She thought ſhe cou'd do no leſs for a Man whom ſhe ſo 
long had looked upon as deſtined to be her Huſband; 
and therefore pardoned Leonora, on condition ſhe wou'd 
never be guilty of the like Fault. ' 

SHE paſſed the greateſt Part of the Night in talking 
on him, but far from diminiſhing the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love Lama, this 
Converſation rather ſtrengthened it: She conſidered the 
having ſeen aud ſpoke to Sebaſtian, as an Injury to ber 
Haſband, which ſhe cou'd not atone for, but by tle 
utmoſt Tenderneſs, which ſhe made a folemn Vow be- 
fore Leonora, always to behave with towards him. But 
the various Agitations of her Mind this Night had bcen 
pc wh that this Woman * _ go to pos 

prevailed upon to do fo, into a 

r rr 
time, 
Tus Day was pretty far advanced when Leonora judg- 
ed ir proper to wake her, to inform her, that Don Lama 
had been ſeveral times at her Apartment; aud that ſhe 
heard by ſome of his Attendants, that he had received 
News from Court; on which Evira finding herſelf 
much better, ſent to let him know it, and that ſhe 
wiſhed to ſee him. 

Hes Meſſage immediately brought him, and he com- 
municated to her. the Orders he had received, which 
were to depart with all Expedition to take poſletiion 
of the Vice-Royalty of the Indies, the Fleet being rea- 
dy to ſail for Goa; adding, that he wou'd not atk 
her to follow him till her Health was entirely efta- 
bliſhed, and ſhe might then join him. Theſe Words 
were accompanied with a certain Air of Indifference, 
at which E/vira was alarmed : She anſwered however 
with the - greateſt Sweetneſs, and conjured him to 


Permit ber 7e go with. him z t6ld him, ihe found: here 
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elf in a Condition to undertake that Voyage; and that 
he doubted not, but his Preſence and the Change of 
Air would in a ſhort Time perfectly reſtore. her. 

Bur Don Balthazar dwelling always on the Subject 
of her Indiſpoſition, refuſed her Intreaty, and quitted 
the Chamber in a ſhort Time, ſaying, he mult give 
Orders for the neceſſary Preparations for his iy 5 ung 
This Manner of proceeding extremely ſurprized Ekvire - 
and as ſhe was certain he cou'd have no Knowledge of 
her Interview with Sara, knew not to what Cafe to. 
aſcribe it. Leonora, who hated Lama with a perfect. 
Hatred, was the firſt that penetrated into. the Motive. 
Don Balthazar, ſaid ſhe to her, became your Spouſe in 
hope of raiſing his Fortune; your great Eſtate had more 
Weight with him than your Beauty ; and the Vice- 
Royalty of the Indice, which ought to have been the 
Recompence of the Services of your Family, and was, 
doubtleſs, given him in favour of your Marriage, being 
the full Accompliſhment of his Aim, Love bas che least 
Place in his Remembrance, and Ambition reſumes us". 
wonted Empire in his Soul. | | 

Tuis Reaſoning appeared but too juſt to Elvira, but 
not willing to give longer Attention to it, No matter, 
iaterrupted ſhe, with a Sigh, whether he loves me or 
not, I ſhall do my Duty. While this beautiful Lady 
was forming theſe noble De Don Balthazar, burn - 
ing with Impatience to ſee himſelf in his Government, 
was wholly taken up with the Magnificences which his 
new Grandeur exacted, All Lin came to make their 
Compliments, and congratulate him; wherever he 
came, his Preſence made a Court: And his Pride had 
now ſo much to feed upon, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, that it became, in a ſhort time, overgrown. 
Elvira was alſo paid the Homage; but that Lady, wich- 
out having the Ambition of her Huſband, received it 
with more Dignity. | 

LEONORA, in effect, had unmaſked the Character 
of Don Lama; the Difficulties he found in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of Elvira had joined ſomething like Love to his 
ambitious Deßres; but when he was Maſter of all he 


wiſhed, his Wife became no more ſq amiable in his . 
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all the Luſtre of her Charms were loſt in thoſe of his 
new Grandeur: He looked on it as a Confinement to be 
with her, and cou'd not think of taking with him 3 
Companion, before whom he muſt be obliged to wear a 
Gravity little conformable to thoſe Pleaſures of which hi 
Youth and Inclinations rendered him but too ſuſceptible. 

THz profound Melancholy and Indiſpoſition of Elvira 
perſuading him, that ſhe had ftill a tender Remembrance 
of Don Sebaſtian, he thought himſc1f not obliged to re. 

rd her with any thing more than Indifference ; and 

inning to grow weary of his firſt Aſſiduities, and 
thinking only to ſecure his Honour, while abſent 
from her, reſolved to enjoy all the Advantages of bis 
Marriage, without partaking them with her from whom 
he received them. As he had theſe Deſigns, it was 
impoſſible for the beautiful Z/vira to oblige him to let 
her accompany him; tho' her Duty and her Virtue made 
ule of the ſame Efforts for that Purpoſe, as the fondeſt 
Paſſion wou'd have done, neglecting neither Prayers nor 
Tears to move him. 

Bur Don Balthazar was inflexible ; and now begin- 
ning to make her ſenſible of the Power he had over her, 
he commanded her to retire to a Caſtle he had ſome 
Miles diſtant from Liſbon, where he placed about her 
Duenna's and Servants, who were all his Creatures, and 
ſo many Spies upon her Actions; of all the Women who 
had before attended her, leaving only Leonora. Donna 
Avira was touched to the very Soul at this Proceeding, 
but firm in her Duty, ſhe ſubmitted to her Deſtiny, 
without ſhewing any token of Reſentment, and without 
making any Reproaches on her unjuſt Spouſe, who obli 
ged her to depart three days before him ; and when ſhe 
was retired, and ſhut up in her Caſtle, he embarked 
with a Mind full of Pride, Oſtentation and Vanity 

Hz arrived at Goa, and took poſſeſſion of his Go- 
vernment, where he began to exerciſe his Authority, 
with a Haughtineſs which made him rather feared than 
loved. But now it was, that he was to experience the 
utmoſt Power of Paſſion, which till then he had wo 
thought of as the means by which he might accomp 
other more darling Views: Ambitious as he was, he 


* 
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larned in Goa, that there are Deſires which Grandeur 
cannot ſatisfy, He had not long been in Poſſeſſion of 
de d Vice Royalty, before a Brother and Siſter of the King 
u 2 of Acbon retired themſelves to that Place, to avoid ſome 
Troubles which were at that time in their Country, 
and intreated the King of Portugal's Protection, which 
Don Lama the more readily vouchſafed to them, as the 
young Princeſs of Achon appeared to him even at the 
ce tra fight, the moſt dazzling Beauty of the Earth. This 
ſdian, whoſe Charms were accompanied with the moſt - 


— engaging Air, made Balthazar know, that all that he 
m1 ul imagined he knew of Love before he ſaw her, was 


T infinitely ſhort of what that Paſſion really inſpires. 

. His Paſſion, no leſs violent than ſudden, was not long 
n concealed from that fair Object; and as he was young, 
Jet handſome, well made, accompliſh'd, and bold, and the 
4 a Princeſs of Acbos neither blind nor inſenſible of Merit, 
of he attended not much Formalities, to make a ſuitable 
Return; and both abandoning themſelves, without Re- 
ſerve, to the Ardour of their Love, took no care 0 
keep it a Secret from the World. 

Tas Princeſs finding her ſelf beloved with the utmoſt 
Exceſs of Tenderneſs, thought of nothing but becomi 
a Chriſtan, and eſpouſing the Viceroy, and 
herſelf a long time with this pleaſing Hope, no Perſon 
daring to acquaint her, that he was engaged to another. 
But when in the Tranſports of her Love the preſſed him 
to compleat her Happineſs, he was obliged to let her 
know the fatal Impediment which Heaven had placed 
to their mutual Satisfaction. At this News the Princeſs 
of Achon fell into ſo violent a 3 „that the perjured 
Don Balthazar, infatuated with his Paſſion, promiſed 
to. neglect nothing which might break an Engagement. 
ſo contrary to that he wiſhed to form. 

Tus Haan, violent by Nature, and render'd much 
more ſo by her Jealouſy, propoſed to him the blackeſt 
Expedients to obtain her Delires ; but whether he had yet 
too much Remains of Honour to comply with her, or 
whether it were, that he cou'd find no proper and ſafe- 
Opportunity to do it, he put her off by demanding Time, 
and ſwearing to her an eternal and inviolable 3 
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Wails theſe things paſſed at Goa, to the great Dif. 
fatisfaction of all the Porizgue/e that had followed Don 
Balthazar, the unhappy Elvira paſſed her Days in the 
molt dreadful Solitude; having no Conſolation but at 
the Altars of the Sovereign Dilpoſer of all things, to 
whom inceſſantly ſhe poured forth her Complaints. Don 
Lama had, for ſome time after his Departure, wrote 
regularly to her; and in ſpite of the Coldneſs of his 
Letters, ſhe had always anſwered them with the utmol 
Tenderneſs, and Intreaties of being permitted to come 
to him: But having at laſt entirely ceaſed ſending any 
Letters to her, tho” ſhe took all Occaſions of writing 
to him, ſhe began to be fincerely alarmed at ſo cruel 
and obſtinate Silence. She thought it her Duty not to 
be eaſy while ignorant of what her Huſband was doing, 
or what had 4 $641 to him. He had given ſuch 

ſtrict Orders to let her be ſeen by no Perſon whatſoever, 
that the Entrance into the Caſtle was refuſed even to 
her neareit Kindred; ſo that ſhe cou'd not have the 
Knowledge of any thing, either concerning him, or 
what was doing in the World. Her Bounty, however, 
Sweetneſs, and Generoſity, had gain'd her the Eftecm 
and Affection of all thoſe he had placed about her: 
They thought it the utmoſt Cruelty, to force a Lady fo 
voung and beautiful, to live in a manner fo little con- 
formable to her Rank and Virtue; and willing, as 
much as poſſible, to make their Duty to their Lord agree 
with the Zeal they had to ſerve her, they neglected no 
thing in their Power that might ſerve to diſſipate her 
Gnefs, and render onfinement leſs irkſome. The) 
made little kind of Bflls among themſelves ; they ſung, 
they played on Inflruments ; they brought all the News 
they could hear; and one among them, who. was the 
moſt particularly attached to her, and in whom Leonora 
had great Confidence, being told by ſome Perſons that 
came from L:/bon, that the Report ran there of the 
Viceroy of the Indies being going to be married to a 
great Princeſs, was ſo highly concerned at it, that he 

immediately acquainted Leonora with it, 
Tunes which paſſed at great Diſtance, and thro 
many Mouths, diminiſh or argument according to 6 2 
P : u- 
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Humours of the different Perſons who relate them : And 
thus the Amours of Lama being arrived at Lion, had 
roſe to this Form, by the time the News had reached 


the Borough where ſtood the Caſtle. 


A DomesT1c of Don Ba/thazar judging by Appear- 
ances, doubted not of the Trath of this Report, by the 
little Care he took of writing to Elvira, and now diſ- 
continuing to give any Charge about her; and” as ſhe 
was extremely grieved at it, told Leonora, that if Donna 
Elvira had any Meaſures to take, he would willingly 
run the riſque of his Life to do her Service. 

LEONORA thanked him in her Miſtreſs's Name, 
and exhorted him to perſiſt in his good Intentions ; and 
then went to inform Donna Elvira of the News, hoping 
it wou'd eaſe her of thoſe Inquietudes ſhe was in for the 
Fate of a Huſband who merited fo little from her. f 

Bur this News produced an Effect very different from 
what ſhe expected. Elvira liſtned to her with Akten- 
tion, and when ſhe was beginning to aggravate the 
Crime of Lama, Hold Leonora, fa ſhe, Vice rther 
into this Adventure than you think —— I know very 
well, that Don Ba/thazar durſt not break thro' thoſe 
Ties that bind him to me —— neither his Glo 
nor his Intereſt will permit it ——— therefore am 
not alarmed at this Report. It is my Duty, however, 
not to appear indifferent when ſuch things are ſaid; but 
to go and ſhew my Huſband the Intereſt I have in him. 
—— Yes; continued ſhe, I will leave this Place, I will 
depart for Goa, and negle& nothing that may recal the 
Tenderneſs of this forgetful Huſband. 

WyraT! Madam, interrupted Leonora, with the utmoſt 
Aſtoniſhment, when he loves you not, when he aban- 
dons you, when all his Cares are to pleaſe a Rival, will 
you po in ſearch of him ? | a 

ELL, Leonora, replied ſhe, in a majeſtick Tone, if 
he loves me not, my Duty commands me to do every 
thing which may oblige him to do ſo. We ought 
to deſpiſe a Lover who betrays us; but we muſt cry 
all Methods to reclaim a Huſband who is unfaith+ 


ful. Then, without liſting to any thing further, the 


Nurſe would have faid to her, © commanded her to 


bring 
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8 Perſon to her, who had fo readily proffer i an 
his ice. This Man was called the Intendant of the by 
Caſtle, and all the other Domeſtics were ſubmitted to him. bo! 

_ ZEONORA durſt not reply, but went immediately MW H. 
and conducted Felix, for that was his Name, into her the 
Miſtreſs's Cloſet Donna E/wira made him re all Sh 
he had told the Nurſe ; and finding nothing which did MW we 
not preſs her to the Execution of her Deſign, ſhe com. WF tai 
municated it to him, after he had ſworn to her an in- het 
violable Fidelity and Obedience. on 
To encourage him, ſhe preſented him with a Dia- he! 
mond of great Value, and entreated he wou'd aſſiſt her | 
in goin out of the Caſtle, and embarking for Gea, or- by 
dering me to furniſh him with what Money was ne. MW ea: 
ceſſary for rendering her Departure ſecret and expe. tha 
ditious. This Man animated by her Generoſity, aud W Ca 
naturally inclined to fcrve her, promiſed to conduct her 
on the ſecond Night to Lien, where ſhe might take Fa 
ſhipping for Goa. 2 
o be able to fulfil his Word, he aſſembled together MW his 

the next day all the Domeſtics of the Caſtle, and told tai 
them, as a great Secret, that the Viceroy had ſent a | 
preciſe Order to convey E/wira privaie'y to a Convent, MW Fri 
which he named to them; and that he deſired all of the 
them might ſeem ignorant of her Retreat, and to let WM ſpo 
eight days paſs over without ſaying any thing of her; IW dif 
but at the Expiration of that time, he commanded they MW nar 
ſhould give it out, that ſhe was gone to Ga, in order vol 
to join him, to the end, ſaid Felix, that none of her IM Sor 
Friends or Kindred may ſearch after her: He added al- ts 
ſo, that as a Recompence for their Fidelity, the Vice- ſad 
roy had ordered him to make each of them a Preſent WW Ra 
of thirty Piſtoles. There needed no more to gain thele Wl bell 
People; they indeed lamented the Fate of Elvira, but ſhu 
the Luſtre of the Gold blinded their Eyes to every thing 2 t 
beſide, and they examined no farther, but leſt Fe/:x to WW rey 
conduct the matter as he pleaſed. Mo 
Tus on the ſecond Night, having nothing to oppoſe Il to | 
him, he took the ſame Equipage which had brought eve 
Elvira to the Caſtle, to conduct her to Liſbon, he him- Inc 
iclf terving for Coachman. As they reſted in the * of 


* 
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and travelled only by Night, they met with no Perſon 
by whom they were known. At their Arrival in L/ 
bon, the Intendant placed E/vira and Leonora at the 


' Houſe of a Kinſman of his, where they remained in all 


the Privacy they cou'd with, till they were informed a 
Ship was ready to fail for the Indies, As ſoon as they 
were on board, Elvira made herſelf known to the Cap- 
tain, and told him ſhe had a Deſire to go incognito to 
her Huſband, to add a pleaſing Surprize to her coming; 
on which he treated her with all the Honours due to 
her high Quality and peculiar Merit. | 

Wut all the Actions of Elvira were thus guided 
by Duty, Love had the ſole Command over theſe of the 
enamoured Don Sebaſtian de Suza. I have IS 
that he arrived at his Lands three Days before Donna 
Catherine his Mother. "Tis eaſy to judge of her Sur- 
ize and Joy, at finding him in a Place where ſhe ſo 
ttle ex him. He could not diſpenſe givin her 
an Account of what he had been doing : She ed 
his Temerity, ſhe lamented his Fate, neglected no- 
taing to moderate his Grief. 

BuT in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of all his 
Friends, he fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, as made 
them all fearſul it wou'd in time be fatal to him: He 
ſpoke not but with Pain, his Slumbers were broken and 
diſturbed, and his Countenance ſo altered, he was 
hardly to be known. His Griefs ſeemed to have in- 
volved him in a kind of Stupidity or Lethargy of 
Soul, when the News of the Amours of Dan Bal- 
thazar, and the Departure of Elvira for Goa, on 2 
ludden reached his Ears, and rouzed him afreſh to 
Rage and Hatred againſt that unworthy Poſſeſſor of the 
belt of Women. He heard in what manner he had 
ſhut her up at his Departure to the Indies, and was then 
2 thouſand Times on the Point of going after him to 
revenge her Wrongs ; but the Remonſtrances of his 
Mother kept him from it : She continually repreſented 
to him, that by ſuch an AR he muſt loſe Elvira for 
ever, that no Gratitude for Good done to herſelf, na 
inclination, cou'd be ſtrong enough to abſolve the Guilt 
IT Go Merderer of her Huſband ; and that 
Vor. IV. 0 if 
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if Heaven ſhou'd be pleaſed to terminate the Days of, 


Lame, there wou'd be then no Obſlacle to his Happi. 

eſs: With theſe kind of Diſcourſes: ſhe ſtopped the 
Effects of this Fury for ſome Time; but when he was 
told the Inconſtancy of his Rival, and that Elvira was 
departed for Goa, it was impoſſible to find any Argu- 
ments of Force to overcome the Violence of his Detues 
to follow her. | | 

He 7 a Man capable of being falſe to a Wo 
man, ſo truly worthy of all his Tenderneſs, might be. 
come guilty of the moſt terrible and baſe Defigns againt 
her; his paſſionate Affection filling him with Forebo- 
dings of aa fatal to Elvira, which all his Reaſon 
cou'd not vanquiſh ; and repreſenting to him how little 
Security there cou'd be for her, in a Palace and Coun. 
try ſo entirely ſubmitted to the Will of a Man, who no 
jonger loved her, and looked on her Life as the only 
mpediment to his Deſires, he was not able to take any 
Repoſe till he had brought Donna Catherine to conſcnt 
to his Departure for Gea. 

Suca a Propoſal cou'd not but be. dreadful to this 
tender Mother; and not believing it poſſible he ſhou d 
eſcape the Vengeance of his Rival, in following his 
Wife to a Place where he had abſolute Command, ſhe 
employed all her Power to diſſuade him from ſo dange- 
rous an Enterprize. _ | 

Bur Suze, Night and Day tormented with the moſt 
terrible Ideas, cou'd not be prevailed upon. Fear no- 
thing for me, Madam, ſaid he, I thall undertake no- 
thing againſt the Life of Don Ballbaxur, I will only 

uard that of my dear Elvira from any Attempt of 
— unworthy Huſband, by being a cloſe and ſecret 
Spy on all his Actions: I will alſo diſguiſe myſelf in 
ſuch a Manner, as to render it impoſſible for me to be 
known, and by that Means not infringe the Orders 
given me in the laſt Converſation I had with that ex- 
cellent Woman ———- | even will make no Effort to 
ſee her; and if I ſhou'd do ſo by any Accident, ſhe 
never ſhall imagine it is S:ba/izar beholds her. Thus, 
withont riſquing my own Lite, I put myſelf in à Con- 


dition to defend that of hers, — —— This adorable 


:  Obje, 
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Object, continued he, never offers itſelf to my View 


either ſleeping or waking, but with a Dagger at her 
Breaſt, or a Bowl of Poiſon in her Hand In fine, 
Madam, added he, embracing her Knees, it is to bid 
me die, to oppoſe my Departure —— I wou'd do no- 
thing without communicating it to you, tho* I might 
have eſcaped a ſecond Time without your being able to 
diſcover which Way I ſteer'd my Courſe ; but your 
Goodneſs to me, my Reſpects, my Duty, and the Diſ- 
quiets you wou'd ſuffer in ſuch a Caſe, force me to 
make you this Confidence, and my very doing ſo may 
aſſure you, that I am fo far from going in ſearch of Dan- 
gers, that I will avoid them with the utmoſt Care; and 
when you ſce me again, I dare believe you will ſee me, 
if not more happy, yet, at leaſt, more eaſy. 

Dowxa Catherina was a long time before ſhe cou'd 
reſolve ; but ſeeing that he really died daily before her 
Eyes, ſhe at laſt confented to his going ; believing, that 
if he took the Precautions he had promiſed her, he ran 
no very great Hazard, eſpecially as Lama would not 
have the leaſt Suſpicion of his venturing to that Place, 
or that indeed he cou'd arrive there without his Know- 


ledge. 

Ars yielding to his Deſires was the firſt Moment of 
Ys the unfortunate Sebaſtian had known of a lon 

ime; it ſhewed itſelf in every Look and Action; an 
Donna Catherina took it for a happy Preſage of what 
ſhou'd happen to him; their Adieus were an Inter- 
mixture of Hope, Grief and Fear: She recommended 
the Care of him to the faithful A/varez, who ſwore 
neyer to abandon him in whatever Exigence his Fate 
ſhould throw him ; and having left the Country, he 
returned with this Confidant ſecretly to Liſbon, where 
he embarked fifteen Days after Elvira had taken 
Shipping, it being the Seaſon of the Year when Veſſels 
went frequently out for the [zdies ; where let us leave 
him in _Purſuit of his Hopes, and ſee what became of 
Elvira. a 

Tua beautiful Lady, after a Voyage of three 
Months, arrived: ſafely at Goa, and being conducted to 
the Palace of the Viceroy, ” no ſooner appear d than 

2 


her 
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her Name ran through all Parts of the City, by the 
Joy which her Sight inſpired in thoſe who had followed 
Lama from Portugal; and hoped, that her Preſence 
wou'd cure him of that unworthy Paſſion he had for 
the Princeſs of Achon. But no Surprize or Vexation 
was ever ſuperior to his, when he was informed of her 
Arrival: However, he diſſembled it before thoſe of the 
Court who were then about him, and as he cou'd not 
diſpenſe with going to receive her, went attended by a 

eat Number of Courtiers, both Portugucſe and Indian. 
onna Elvira had on this Occaſion ſummoned all her 
Attractions to her Aid, neglecting to heighten nothing 
of the Charms ſhe had received from Nature, by all 
the Advantages of Art and Dreſs, in order to make her 
unfaithful Huſband bluſh at the Preference he had 
given to a Stranger. There was not one Perſon that 
4 her, without being dazzled at the Sight of ſo pet. 
fet a Beauty, and who did not in ſecret blame Don 
Balthazar for his Attachment to the Princeſs of 
Achon. | 
Doxxa Elvira,accoſted him with an Air of mingle! 
Majeſty and Sweetneſs, which redoubled the Admira. 
tion of the Spectators! My Lord, faid ſhe to him, | 
have perhaps tranſgreſſed in appcaring before you thus 
uaſent for; but the Motive of that Tranſgreſſion, 
flatter myſelf, will be thought worthy of Forgivenels. 
I could no — 05 reiiſt the Deſire I to ſee 
you ; and the languiſhing Condition I have been in 
fince your Departure, made me believe the Air in 
which you breathe, cou'd alone reſtore me to my ac- 
cuſtomed Health. | 
Ir does not appear to me, Madam, anſwered Lane 
coldly, that my Abſence has been of any prejudice to 
your Health; and I think, on the contrary, that Re- 
pole and Solitude were much more neceſſary to you 
than my Company. Theſe Words were too keen not to 
ive a ſenſible Wound to Elvira ; but ſhe teſtify'd no- 

Cine of it, and coutented herſelf with giving hin 

Glances, which made him underſtand ſhe was not ig- 

norant of the Motive, which occaſioned her ſo indiſte- 

rent a Reception; but he appear'd little touched at * 


- 
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and giving her his Hand, conducted her to his Cloſet, 
where they remained alone together. 

ELYVIRA no ſooner ſaw herſelf at liberty, than ſhe 
burſt into a Torrent of Tears: She was ſtruck to the 
Soul at the Indifference of her Spouſe, tho' ſhe had con- 
ſtrained herſelf to conceal it before Company, and re- 
flecting on her Misfortunes paſt, and thoſe which now 
threatned her, How have you abandoned me, my Lord! 
faid ſhe, and how do you now receive me ! Have I me- 
rited this Treatment ! or did I once expect to find it 
from you! I came not hither to reproach your Conduct, 
but to remind me, that you once did love me, and 
that I have, in no Action of my Life, rendered myſelf 
unworthy of that Love; and alſo to remonſtrate, that 
it is not for your Glory a Woman of my Age ſhou'd be 
ſo long ſeparated from a Huſband ſuch as you are. 

I rRoTE$T to you, Madam, anſwered he, with a ma- 
licious Smile, that I am ſurprized at this ſudden Ten- 
derne's in you —— you muſt certainly be extremely 
chan or are excellent in the Art of Diſſinulation: 
But I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to ſearch into what 
paſſes in your Heart, nor wou'd have you perplex your- 
ſelf about mine You had, however, much bet- 
ter have remained in Portugal, ſince it was my Deſire 
you ſhou'd do fo . — But. you are come hither 
without my Permiſſion, and have ſeduced thoſe in whom 
I have confided to be your Guard; and ſuch a Conduct 
is not, perhaps, ſo agreeable as you may think, and 
might give me juſt Occaſion of Suſpicion: To prevent 
them, therefore, from taking growth, you muſt be 
more exact in your Obedience at Goa, and not imagine 
you have any Right to act as you pleaſe, if you wou'd 

ke the Honours to which you pretend. In ſpeak- 
ing theſe Words, he went out of the Room, without re- 
garding her, or waiting for a Reply. | 

Nor nino is more cruel to a Woman who. ſacrifices 
all to her Duty, and whoſe Virtue is the ſole Guide of 
all her Actions, than to have them ſet in a criminal 
Light by him for whoſe Sake they are done: The Soul 
cannot then avoid being agitated by a little Self. love, 
and Conſciouſneſs of not deſerving ſuch Returns; and 

Hh O3 it 
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it muſt be a more than common Goodneſs that can, 
on ſuch an Occafion, not have recourſe to Hatred or 
Contempt. The unhappy Elvira felt, in that Moment, 
that ſhe ſtood in _—_ of all ker Fortitude to vanquiſh 
ber Reſentment, and to reſtrain her Thoughts == 
fixing themſelves on Objects more worthy her At- 
tachment than her perfidious and ungrateful Spouſe ; 
but driving, with all her Force, all from her Mind that 
was of Prejudice to him, ſhe at laſt returned to her 
Reſolution of bearing patiently all he ſhou'd inflict up- 
on her, and to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love him, and 
be beloved by him, if it were poſſible ; and the more to 
engage him to eſteem her, if no more, ſhe intended to 
= ake a Friendſhip with the Princeſs of Achen in a ſhort 

Ime. 

Wutz ſhe was forming theſe innocent Deſigns, her 
jealous Rival, alarmed at her Arrival, and the Reputa- 
tion of her Beauty, inſpired very different ones in 
Don Balthezar. The Moment he left E/wira, he went 
to her Apartment, where he found her drowned in 
Tears, uttering the moſt bitter Exclamations, and 
ſtruggling with one of her female Slaves, who endea- 
voured to hinder her from ſticking a Ponyard to her 
Heart. This Spectacle put Lama into a Condition 
which it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe This 
Man, who had not been moved by the Grief and Mo- 
deity of the moſt beautiful Woman in the World, was 
now pierced to the Soul at the Sight of Deſpair in a 
Miſtreſs violent, inconſiderate, unjuſt, and extreme in 
all her Paſſions. 


Hs threw himſelf at her Feet, with the moſt tender 


Air, and embracing her Knees, Adorable Princeſs ! ſaid 
he, what Misfortune can have happened great enough 
to make you think of deſtroying the moſt perfect 
Workmanthip of Nature ? Whoever has offended you, 
I am ready to revenge even were it myſelf, I here 
ſwear to you, I wou d ſacrifice my Life to give you Sa- 


Trina, for that was the Name of this Princeſs, 
grew a little more calm at theſe Promiſes made to her 
by her Lover; but as ſhe was no way regulated by Vir- 
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tue or Diſcretion, and cou'd not endure to ſhare the 
Heart of Don Balthazar with another, ſhe ſpared no- 
thing that might engage him to rid himſelf of Donna 
Elvira. To this End, joining to her Love and Rage 
all the Artifice of her Sex, Ungrateful, reply'd ſhe, 
looking on him with Eyes whoſe Power ſhe too well 
knew, it is on you alone I ought to wiſh Revenge 
tis you alone who have affronted me —— and in fine, 
'tis you Who cauſe the Miſery, the Deſpair in which I 
am — My-Rival is in the Palace; ſhe enjoys a Happi- 
neſs which is only due to me — You have now no Eyes 
but for her Charms ; and while you paſs with her all 
your happy Moments, mine elapſe in Tears, in Bitter- 
neſs of 'Heart, and gnawing Anguiſh. Death only can 
terminate the Torments your fatal Paſſion has involved 
me in Ah, cruel ! continued ſhe, imagine not 
will be a Witneſs of her Glory, fill up the Number of 
her Train, and ſuffer patiently your Change, and her 
Contempt; no, this Ponyard, added ſhe, catching it up 
a ſec Time, ſhall d:liver me from the mean, the 
ſervile State; and I ſhall, at leaſt, have this Conſolation 
in my Death, to be aſſured of Vengeance in the Re- 
morſe which will inceſſantly purſue you. 
Tux making an Offer to ſtab herſelf, the credu- 
lous Lama, imagining he already ſaw her expire, loſt 
intirely all his Remains of Reaſon, and having wreſted 
the Dagger from her Hand, and careſſing her in the 
moſt tender Manner, 'he aſſured her, that he hated 
Elvira, that her Preſence was no leſs infupportable to 
him than it would be to her, that he wou'd give her 
the moſt glaring Proofs of it, and that all Gaz ſhou'd be 
Witneſs he ador'd only X:rina, that he wou'd live and 


die for his adorable Princeſs, and conjured her but to 


ſee in what Faſhion he wou'd treat her Rival, before 
ſhe made him any Reproaches. After this, he made a 
thouſand Vows to ſubmit to Whatever ſhe ſhou'd exact 
from him, if the Manner in which his Inclinations led 
him to act did not content her. | 

THEss Proteſtations appeaſed the cruel Princeſs, 
who then reſolved to demand the Execution f all he 
had ſworn, in a ſhort Time; but as the Price of the 
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Complaiſance ſhe now had for him, ſhe defired that ſhe 

might never be obliged to ſee the Vice-Queen, and that 
that Lady might have no Liberty in the Palace. 

Don Ba/tbazar made her no other Reply than an 
immediate Obedience, and calling in a Gentleman of 
his Train, who waited in an outer Room, commanded 

bim to aſſign £/vira an Apartment on the other Side of 
the Palace, and the moſt diſtant from that of his, and 
to let her know it was his Orders ſhe ſhou'd never tir 
out of it without Permiſſion. Then he told Arina, that 
as he cou'd not diſpenſe with allowing her a certain 
Number of Attendants, that cruel Princeſs ſhou'd have 
the naming of them ; to the end, that being intirely 
devoted to her, they might give her an Account of the 
Interviews he had with Ris ife, and in what Manner 
he behaved to her. - 

Tuus the Ladies of the Court who had flattered 
themſelves with the Honour of belonging to the Vice- 
Queen, ſaw themſelves ſupplanted by the Slaves of the 
Princeſs of Acbon, for no other wou'd ſhe ſuffer to be 
about that unfortunate Lady; who finding herſelf incom- 
po by Women of that Rank, and whoſe Language 

e cou'd not underſtand, and deprived of her dear Leo- 
nora, Was now in a Condition much more deplorable 
than ever ſhe had been, and infinitely worſe than ſhe 
cou'd ever have imagined he wou'd have inflicted on 
her. The faithful Leonora, in being obliged to yield 
her Place to the * of Aerina's Slaves, and forbid 
even to ſee her dear Miſtreſs any more, was ready to die 
with Grief; but the unjuſt Lama wou'd have it ſo, and 
all Complaints were unavailing. 

Taz Vice-Queen was now Priſoner in her own Pa- 
lace, ſerved and guarded by Men and Women wholly 
Strangers to her, and at her Rival's Devotion; yet did 
this virtuous Lady ſupport this Misfortune with the 
moſt firm Reſolution, never uttering the leaſt Com- 
plaint againſt her Huſband, but endeavouring, with the 
utmoſt Sweetneſs, and moſt obliging Meſſages, to reco- 
ver his loſt Heart; but finding he had retuſed ſeeing 
her, and imagining, that what ſhe had faid, had not 
been deli to him in her own Words, ſhe aſked the 
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Principal of the Slaves, if ſhe were forbid writing to 
him, and that if ſhe were not, entreated ſhe wou'd fur- 
niſh her with the Means: This Woman, whoſe Name 
was Thamar, had, in a ſervile Condition, Sentiments 
more generous than thofe of Xerina, tho* a Princeſs. 

Tut Beauty of the Vice-Queen, her Sweetneſs, and 
her Misfortunes, touched her with the moſt tender Com- 
paſſion : She loved her, ſhe bewailed her, and wou'd 
fain have propoſed * — for her Conſolation; but 
the Character of the Princeſs of Achon was too well 
known to her, for her to dare to expreſs any Emotions 
ſo contrary to her own. She had been enjoined to treat 
this — Lady with the utmoſt Rigour, and not to 

ive her leaſt Liberty, on pain of Death: She, 
Coolio was extremely perplexed at this Demand; 
however, being willing to ſatisfy her, without hazarding 
herſelf, ſhe told her, that ſhe wou'd entreat Permiſſion 
of the Princeſs, without whoſe Orders ſhe cou'd not 
venture to give her Pen and Ink. Donna Elvira cou'd 
not — her Sighs at this Reply, and Thamar was 
obliged to turn away, to conceal the Senſibility ſne had 
of her own enforced Cruelty ſhe went from her 
to Xerina, and related the Requeſt had been made to 
her by the Vice-Queen : I have refuſed her, Madam, 
fad the, till I know your Commands; but if I might 
preſume to ſpeak my Thoughts on this Matter, I think 
it your Intereſt to know the Sentiments of your Rival ; 
it is certain ſhe will not diſcover them before us, being 
all your Creatures, but will, doubtleſs, diſburthen her 
whole Saul in her Letters to her Spouſe ; tis, therefore, 
my Advice, that you ſuffer her to write, and that I de- 
liver the Letter, after you have.read it, to the Viceroy, 
as you may alſo ſee his Anſwer, before it reaches her 
Hand ; and by that diſcover the true Situation of his 
Heart, and how far you may depend on the Veracity of 
his Paſhon for you, and Indifterence for her. 

Taess Arguments were ſo conformable to the Hu- 
mour of Mering, that joined to the Curioſity of ſeeing 
in what manner her Rival wou'd expreſs her Re- 
gard, made her tell Thamar, that ſhe approved her De- 
ign, and bid her not carry any Letter to Balthazar, 
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till ſhe had firſt ſhewed it to her; but that, above all 
things, ſhe muſt keep E/vira from any Suſpicion of her 
ſeeing it, becauſe it wou'd put a Reſtraint upon her Pen. 
The Slave aſſured her, ſhe wou'd act in every thing ac- 
cording to her Command, tho” ſhe was far from deſign- 
ing it, and return to Elvira, attended as uſual, but for- 

giving any Anſwer to her Demand, till Night 
when ſhe was in Bed ; becauſe being the only Perſon 
that lay in her Chamber, ſhe wou'd then have an Op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to her without Witneſſes. 

Wren the Time correſponded with her Deſigns, 
Elvira being in Bed, and all the other Slaves retired, 
ſhe came near to her, and having drawn the Curtain ; 
All, Madam, faid ſhe, in broken Portugucſe, but the 
Viceroy and Princeſs of Achon are grieved for you : 
But, methinks, their Hearts and their Conditions are not 
equal they are of high Birth, and free, yet are 
they Tyrants, cruel, and unjuſt⁊ —— 1] am a 
Slave, yet am I tender and compaſiionate; your Miſ- 
fortunes touch me; I wou'd gladly ſweeten your Cap- 
tivity, and will uſe my utmoſt Efforts for that Purpole ; 
but the Fidelity with which I ſerve you, muſt be con- 
cealed with the extremeſt Caution. Then ſhe informed 
her of all ſhe had ſaid to X:rira, and the Method ſhe 
took to prevail on her to give Conſent, that ſhe ſhou'd 
be allowed to write to Don Balthazar. | 

Or what Importance is it to you, added. ſhe, that 
your Rival reads your Letter, as your Spouſe will re- 
ceive it afterwards ? But I wou'd not have you mention 
her in it; complain only of me, and of my Cruelties, 
entreat that I may be diſplaced, ſor that is the only 
Way to continue me here, and to give me an Opportu- 
nity of expreſſing the Zeal I have to ſerve you, and mi- 
tigate your Sufferings. If I had taken your Letter with- 
out informing the - Princeſs of it, ſhe wou'd have be- 
lieved me in your Intereſt, and I ſhou'd have been diſ- 
miſled from you, and ſeverely puniſhed ; but if you ob- 
ſerve the Conduct I have preſcribed, I ſhall eftabliſh 
myſelf in her Confidence, and thereby be in a State to 
render you Service : : 
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THAMAR was proceeding, but Elvira cou'd hold 
no longer from interrupting her; ſhe ſo little expected 
to find a Conſolation of this kind, that it aſtoniſhed her 
beyond Meaſure : She fixed her Eyes on the Slave alt 
the Time ſhe was ſpeaking, in order to diſcoyer in her 
Looks, if this exterior Goodneſs did not conceal ſome 
Treachery. She was young, amiable, had an open and 


' free Countenance, and while ſhe was talking to her in 


this Manner, ſeemed more herſelf, than when ſhe ap- 
peared in that ſevere and ill-natured Air, which ſhe was 
obliged to affect before the other Slaves; all theſe things 
conjoining, made her hope ſhe was fincere. 

You are, perhaps, faid Elvira to her, —_—_— 
to prove how far my Credulity extends; for I can 
little comprehend, that a Favourite of the Princeſs of 
Achor: can be ſenſible of the 11ls I ſuffer, that it is not 
without great Difficulty I can believe you. I fee no- 
thing, indeed, in your Perſon, which does not merit all 
the Confidence you wou'd inſpire me with; but the 
Rank you hold with my Rival, fo little accords with 

ur Words, that you cannot be ſurprized, if I am du- 

ious However, be your Deſign what it will, 
as mine is only to ſpeak to my Huſband, I ſhall make 
no Scruple to truſt you with my Letters to him; neither 
am ] ſollicitous what Way to take, ſo they at laſt arrive 
at his Hands. 

I nxPECTED no leſs, Madam, anſwered Thamar {mi- 
ling, nor do I defire you will depend till you have pro- 
_ how fincerely I am inclined to ſerve you lt only 
beg you will write in the Manner I have adviſed. In 
{peaking theſe Words ſhe cloſed the Curtains again, and 
left Donna Elvira at liberty to reflect on what ſhe had 
todo. 'This beautiful Perſon paſſed the greateſt Part of 
the Night in thanking Heaven for having inſpired Pity 
for her Ills, in a where ſhe fo little had hoped to- 
find it, and in thinking in what Terms ſhe ſhou'd ad- 
dreſs herſelf to her perfidious Spouſe. 

As ſoon as Thamar found ſhe was awake, ſhe 
her what was neceflary for her to write. Make your 
Letter, Madam, ſaid ſhe, for the Hour approaches in 
which I muſt attend the Princeſs : E/vira made no An- 
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Her, but taking the Pen in her Hand, decyphered to 


Balthazar all the Emotions of her Soul, in the mot I *2 
touching and tender Manner, expreſſed the Violence of W 
her Grief, that he had not been once to viſit her, ſince 
the time he received her from an board ; conjured him * 
to on her Diſobedience in coming to Gea without F 
his Permiſſion, aſſured him, ſhe was compelled to that 
Action, merely by the Fears for his Health, which his be 
long Silence had occaſioned ; beſeeching him not to de- * 
prive her of his Preſence, that ſhe cou'd ſupport every fo 
thing the want of ſeeing him ; and that ſhe ſuffered he 
pat y the Affronts and ill Treatment of the Slave A, 
bamar, but that ſhe hoped he authorized not her Inſo- he 
—_ and that he wou'd remember ſhe was of a Birth, ha 
which ought to exempt her from the Indignities to y 
which the was and concluded. with telli le 
en n e manner ſoever he behaved townrd * 
her, ſhe wou' d never fail in her Duty to him. 

Havins finiſhed her Letter, ſhe gave it to the Slave, th 
who immediately carried it to XAerina: This Princeſs th 
finding no Complaint in it againſt herſelf, nor the leaſt 10 
Notice that the attributed her Misfortunes to her, nor N 
indeed any — which ſhe imagined wou'd be able to — 

the preſent Sentiments ot the Viceroy, gave it U 
to him herſelf, well ſatisfy d that Thamar had ſo well * 
executed her Orders. Don Balthazar read it with Un- * 
concern, and then reſtored it to Acrina, intreating her hy 
to believe, he cou'd be ſenſible of nothing that came 0 
from that Quarter, and forbid Thamar to bring him any le 
more of her Epiſties. 7 ; it 

Taz Princeſs of Acben triumphed within herſelf, to Pt 
find the Heart of Lama in the Situation ſhe wiſhed : * 
There was nothing now to be ſeen in the Palace, but th 
Balls, Feaſts, and publick Entertainments, of which tl 
ſhe had all the Honours; Don Balibaxar ſeeming to * 
glory in the Paſſion he had for her, and neither of them * 


taking any Care to conceal their criminal Intercourſe tl 
trom the Eyes of the Court and People, while the Vice- 
Queen ſpent her Days in the moſt ſtrait Captivity, pitied 
by all Goa, but without any Conſolation, except what ſhe 
received from the Cares of Thamar, who being obliged 
io. 
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to-conſtrain herſelf to appear cruel and ſevere before the 
reſt of the Domeſticks, cou'd only teſtify her good 
Wiſhes, and the Softneſs of her Nature, when they 
were alone together. 

Ir was near a Month ſince the Arrival of Donna 
Elvira, in all which Time Don Balthazar had never 
been once to ſee her, nor cou'd all ſhe wrote to him, or 
expreſs in Meſſages, be able to move him to any Pity 
for her Condition, or Repentance for his Treatment of 
her. But notwithſtanding his Inflexibility, the jealous 
Vrina was not content, and finding that the Griefs of 
her Rival were not ſufficient to deprive her of her Life, 
had not yet her End: She doubted not, but if ſhe cou'd 
once ſee her laid in Earth, ſhe ſhou'd immediately poſ- 
ſeſs her Place, and therefore reſolved to deſtroy her at 
what rate ſoever. 

Tu perjured Lama wiſhed no leſs than ſhe to break 
the Bonds which attached him to Elvira, and oppoſed 
the Means Xerina was every Day offering him, for no 
other Reaſon, than becauſe he thought them dangerous : 
Nobody, ſaid he, will dare to intermeddle between me 
and my Wife, how ill ſoever I uſe her; but ſhou'd any 
Diſcovery be made, that I attempted on her Life, the 
whole World wou'd become my Accuſers, and I muſt 
inevitably ſhare the Fate of other Murderers. But all 
his Arguments were too weak to convince Acrina he 
owed her not this Mark of his Affection; and therefore 
left nothing uneſſayed, which might oblige him to give 
it her. e ſirſt Step ſhe took, was to counterfeit ſo 
profound a Melancholy, that all the Diverſions Lama was 
continually preparing for her, ſeemed rather to augment 
than diminiſh it. He was troubled beyond meaſure at 
the Condition in which he ſaw her, and preſſed her eyery 
moment to an Explanation of the Cauſes, calling Heaven 
and Earth to witneſs his Lo e and his Fidelity. To this 
the cunning Aerina anſwered only with her Tears, and con 
juring him not to ceaſe loving her, notwithſtanding the 
Decay of her Beauty; he, WO found her as charming, 
23 ever, made her a thouſand Proteſtations of an eternal 
Conſtancy, and all their Converſations ended with che 
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Tears of the one, and the Aſſurances of the other. 
Every Day ſeemed to bring with it an Increaſe of Grief, 
and at laſt whoever had ſeen her, wou'd have imagined 
her wholly abandoned to Deſpair ; then pretending to 
be quite overcome by the inward Agitations of her Soul, 
ſhe made herſelf be kept in bed, and her Attendants 
gave out that ſhe was dying. Don Balthazar, alarmed 

moſt to Diſtraction, quitted the moſt important Buſi- 
neſs, and never ſtirred from her Apartment; and by all 
his Actions teſtify d, that his Life was abſolutely attach. 
ed to hers. As he was fitting by her one Day on the Bed. 
fide, all bathed in Tears for her imagined Danger, and 
e, he neither cou'd nor wou'd ſurvive her Loſs; 

o, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, tenderly preſſing his Hand, I 
only ought to die as an Expiation for the Crime my 
Pride has made me guilty of, in imagining myſelf wor- 
thy of your Love. Donna E/wira is, doubtleſs, much 
more ſo than I, ſince Heaven permits her to live, and 
deftroys me. It is not, however, by her Tenderneſs for 
you, for you have often told me ſhe never loved you 
Alas ! continued ſhe, who can ever love you like the 
unfortunate Azrina ? "Tis the tco perfect Affection I 
have for you, that ſends me to my Grave You can- 
not be inti rely mine, and I cannot live without being 

ours The Death of Elvira alone can give you to 
the Princeſs of Achon ; and it is the Death of this Prin- 
ceſs, that maſt reſtore you to Elvira ju, 
my Lord, that I ſhou'd be the Sacrifice ; and I ſhall re- 
ſign my laſt Breath with Pleaſure, added ſhe, putting 
his Hand to her Mouth, and kifling it paſſionately, if 
my Death will aſſure your Felicity. 

War Words were theſe for a Man to hear, who 
doated, who ador'd like Don Ba/thazar ! they failed 
not to work on him all the Effect the cruel Xerina had 
deſigned them for Ah ! *tis too much, Ma- 
dam, cry'd he; if to preſerve your Life, that of Elvira 
maſt be ſacrificed, I deliver her up to you — or- 
dain— command let all periſh, rather than my 
adorable Princeſs. Oh ! how tranſporting is this, Pro- 
miſe ! interrupted ſhe, and how capable is it of prolong- 
ing my Days, if it be as ſincere as it is full o _ 
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What muſt be done to prove it ſo? reſumed Lama, in 
the moſt vehement Tone. You muſt, reply'd Azrina, 
make me the immediate Miſtreſs of E/vira's Fate; ap- 
prove my Deſigns, ſupport me in the Execution of 
them, and fix my Happineſs, by being united to me for 
ever. Don Balthazar was ſo ſtrongly infatuated by this 
Princeſs, and the Paſſion he had for her ſo contrary to 
Reaſon and good Senſe, that he regarded nothing, but 
rendering her contented, and teſtifying the Violence of 
his Love: He conſented in a Moment, and without 

Heſitation, to all ſhe aſked, and made a thouſand Oaths 
, to approve all ſhe did, and to ſecond her himſelf, if it 
; were neceſſary. The barbarous Arina made known her 
! Joy, and the Senſe ſhe had of his Compliance, by all 
J that the moſt tender and attracting Love cou'd inſpire ; 


and knew ſo well how to engage him by her Careſſes and 


h Endearments, that wholly overcome with Rapture, his 
d very Soul was moulded to what Form ſhe pleaſed to give 
* it, and from that Time he talked with her of poiſoning 
"a or ſtabbing Elvira, with the ſame Indifference as he 
7 wou'd have done on any ordinary Matter. 


BuT while they were conſulting on Means, the moſt 
* ſure and ſecret, for the Deſtruction of Elvira, Hea- 
8 ven protected her innocent Life, by ſending to her Aid 
* the only Perſon capable of relieving her in this Ex- 
tremity. ; 

— Sebaſtian de Suxa, who embarked ſoon after her, 
having a favourable Wind, arrived at Goa, almoſt" as 
Ng ſoon as that beautiful Unfortunate. On his landing, 

he went, with his faithful A/varez, to the Houſe of 
a Jau, whom he had known at Liſbon, and who for 
ſome Service he had done the State, had obtained Per- 
led WW miftion to eſtabliſh himſelf in Goa, or any Part in the 
ad BW Dominions of the King of Portugal, according as his 
Commerce demanded his Preſence; and this it was 
which gave him the Liberty of coming from time to 
wel time to Li/bon, to ſell Slaves, of which he made a 

| great Traffic. Don Sebaftian, who knew that Intereſt 
ro- was the firſt great Mover among thoſe ſort of People, 
, made him a Preſent of a large Purſe of Gold; and 
= by that Proof of an extraordinary Liberality, engaged 
m 
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him to conceal them at his Houſe, till they had time 
to reflect how they ſhou'd proceed. 

Tus Few, who doubted not but he ſhou'd preatly 
advance himſelf by this Confidence, was fincerely re- 
ſolved to do his utmoſt to ſerve him. And as he had 
alſo confiderable Dealings in Diamonds and Pearls, as 
well as Slaves, he had — Acceſs to the Viceroy, 
the Princeſs of Achon, and all the other great Perſons re- 
ſiding at Goa; and Suxa knowing this, charged him 
with the firſt Commiſſion, to find out what had paſſed 
at the Palace ſince the Arrival of the Vice-Queen, and 
in what manner ſhe was treated by her Huſband. But 
it was little neceſſary to go out for an Information of 
that kind; the Conduct of the Viceroy was too well 
known in that Particular, to be a Secret to thoſe who 
troubled themſelves leaſt with enquiring into what was 
doing in the World; and, on Don Sehaftian's mention- 
ing it, the other immediately related to him the Recep- 
tion he had given her, the ſtrait Captivity in which ſhe 
lived, the Cruelty of driving from her Leonora, and the 
abſolute Power the Princeſs of Achon had over the Ac- 
tions of the Viceroy. 

SCARCE cou'd Sebaffien contain his Rage at this Diſ- 
courſe, but having reſolved to do nothing which might 
violate the Fromiſe he had made his Mother, or riſque 
the Loſs of Ekeira for ever; he ſummoned all his Pati- 
ence to his Aid, and demanded of the b, if there 
was not a Poſſibility of ſpeaking to Leenora. Nothing 
can be more caſy, reply'd he; for when ſhe was baniſh- 
ed from her Millreſs, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me for a 
Lodging, and having no Conveniencies myſelf at that 
time, I placed her in the Houſe of an Acquaintance, 
one who is originally a Portugueſe, but has been ſettled 
a long time at G. There needed no more for Don 
Sebaſtien to entreat he wou'd bring her to his Houſe at 
Night : which the other aſſuring him he wou'd do, he 
went directly to her, and telling her he had ſomething 
of Importance to communicate to her, which it was 
not proper to ſpeak, but in his own Houſe, deſired ſhe 
wou'sd not fail coming at a certain Hour appointed by 
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LEONORA, who was not of an Age to fear thoſe - 
Accidents to which Youth is liable, and had alſo re- 
ceived many Obligations from the Jesu, fince ſhe had 
left her Miſtreſs, made no difficulty of aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd be there. | 

Tus Hour being arrived, ſhe kept her Promiſe, and 
was no ſooner entered, than the e conducted her to 
the Apartment of Don Seba/tian, who no ſooner per- 
ceived her, than he ran to her, caught her in his Arms, 
and embraced her with a Vehemence, which gave her 
Suſpicions very different from the Truth; but having 
lifted up her Veil, with a deſign to undeceive a Perſon, 
who, imagined, miſtook her for ſome other and 
younger Perſon, ſhe no ſooner caſt her Eyes on him, 
than the returned his Careſſes with Uſury ; and _— 
into Tears of Joy and Aſtoniſnment, My Lord, ſai 
ſhe, by what Miracle has Heaven ſent me a Conſolation 
ſo little expected? Alas ! dear Leonora, reply d Suza, I 
am not in a Condition to give you any, and come but 
to demand it of you. Leonora, to whom theſe Words 
brought all the Misfortunes of Elvira freſh to mind, 
cou'd make no other Anſwer than Tears; but recollect- 
ing the Freedom ſhe had uſed to him before the Few, 
ſhe withdrew from his Arms, and reſuming a Counte- 
nance more reſpectful, Pardon me, my Lord, faid ſhe, 
if the Exceſs of my Surprize and Joy made me forget 
the Diſtance I ought to obſerve towards you; but my 
Age, my Zeal, and your Goodneſs, I hope, will autho- 
rize the Liberty I have taken. Don Sebaſtian defired - 
ſhe wou'd not change her Manner of Behaviour, and 
told her, that he regarded her, as the Mother of all 
that was dear to him in the Worid. 

Tarts Diſcourſe, mingled with Joy, with Grief, ' 
and with Reſpect, made the Few eive, that Don 
Sebaſtian had a lively Intereſt in every thing that con- 
cerned the Vice-Queen, and that he had, indeed, very 
powerful Reaſons tor keeping himſelf concealed: In 
this Thought he withdrew, not to conſtrain them by 
his Preſence. When Leonora ſaw him go out, ſhe de- 
manded of Don Sebaſtian, what had brought him into 

a 


REY , 
. l * N 


306 
a Place where he had every thing to fear from the Ma- 
lice and Power of his Rival. 

Tux this faithful Lover of EIAuira made her a ſin- 
cere Recital of the Apprehenſions which had tormented 
him for the Fate of that dear Object, and told her, that 
his Deſign was to inſinuate himſelf in ſome Diſguiſe to 
the Family of Lama, in hope thereby, he might be ſer- 
viceable to Elvira. Leonora approved of one Part of 
his Intention, but diſſuaded him from going into the 
3 the Viceroy: It is not in his Palace, ſaid 

, you can be any way uſeful to his Wife; you 
wou'd there know little of her Affairs, and be every 
Hour expoſed to the Danger of being known ; and fince 
you have no other Motive than the Protection of the 
Vice-Queen, in caſe any thing farther ſhou'd be at- 
tempted againſt her, my Advice is, that you get your- 
ſelf introduced to the Service of the Princeſs of Achs. 
Tt is in her Apartment, that all Reſolutions are taken, 
all Projects form d and by her Orders all things are 
executed. All the Slaves that attend on Elvira come 
to her every Day, and give an Account of the ſmalleſt 
of her Actions, and receive the Commands of that 
Princeſs in what Manner they ſhall treat her the 
inconſiderate Lama neither thinks, nor acts but accord- 
ing to her Will. The Few {/aac, with whom you are, 
1 believe can do you ſervice on this Occaſion ; he is 
well. acquainted with the Princeſs; ſhe frequently truſts 
him with the moſt ſecret Commiſſions: And as you are 
not known by any of her People, can run no great 
Riſque in being there. You may alſo be informed of 
every thing concerning the Vice-Queen, by making 
Friendſhips with the Slaves that __ _— who are 
conti oing and coming from one Apartment to 
the other. Far Ss al-chings I wou'd have you gain, 
if poſlible, the Truſt of a young Woman called 7ha- 
mar, Who is the chief of thoſe placed about the Vice- 
Queen, and a great Favourite of the Princeſs. I know 
not alſo, added Leonora, what to think of it; but 1 
have of late met this Slave, and. ſhe has always made 


Signs to me, as tho' ſhe had ſomething to communi- 
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cate; but I have hitherto not dared to take any notice 
of them, fearing ſome 'Treachery : However, if the 
reiterates them, I am reſolved to accoſt her on the firſt 
Opportunity that offers. 

Hon Sebaſtian found Leonora's Argument ſo good, 
that, perſuaded alſo by A/varcs, who trembled 57 his 
going to Lama's Palace, he heſitated not if he ſhou'd 
proceed according to her Counſel, Nothing was now 
e wanting, but the Means of introducing him to Arina; 
i WK: obtain which, he judged it proper to confide entirely 
u in the Jew, and Alvarez 8 made him come in, 
y t wou'd be fruitleſs, ſaid Don Sebaſtian, to go about 
e to conceal from you that I have powerful Reaſons to 
c inform myſelf, as much as poflible, of the Amours of 
5 the Viceroy and the Princeſs of Achon; all the Queſ- 
is tions I have already aſked you, have ſufficiently inform- 
5 ed you how deeply I am intereſted : But to be better 
inſtructed in them, and without Hazard, I have recourſe 
to your Induſtry, to procure me Admiſſion to the Ser- 


e 

0 vice of that Princeſs, and to recommend me as a Man 
| who may be neceſſary to her in many things; but I 
t wou'd be ſo diſguiſed, as to render it impoſſible for any 
e of the Portugueſe, who have ſeen me in Liſbon, to know 
1 me again, If, continued he, you can do me this 
, Service, my Gratitude for it ſhall be without bounds, 
's The Few had already too much experienced the Gene- 
's toſity of Swuza, to doubt the Effect of his Promiſes, and 
e N him of his Diſcretion and Fidelity, he 
t told him, that nothing was more eaſy than what he 
Ff defred: That with the Juice of a certain Herb that 
8 grew in thoſe Parts, he cou'd dye his Skin a perfect 
— black, and ſo well alter his Countenance, that even 
0 Alvarez ſhou'd not believe he were his Maſter, did he 
„ not ſee the Operation; that thus diſguiſed, he wou'd 
4 preſent him to Xerina, as a Slave, whoſe ſingular Me- 
. rit and uncommon Qualifications rendered worthy her 
W Acceptance. 

I Dox Sebaſtian was charmed with this Expedient, and 
le the more ſo, as he cou'd ſpeak the Indian Language 
j. ich the ſame Eaſe as if born in the Country; becauſe 
'3 


being of a Family which had a Right to pretend to the 
| higheſt 


1 
higheſt Dignities, and that of the Viceroy of the Te. 
di, being what he flattered himſelf with being one 
day poſſeſſed of, he had taken care in his Youth to per. 
fect himſelf in the Language, that he might be able to 
ſpeak to the Natives, and judge of thoſe things which 
regarded them, without ſtanding in need of an Inter. 
preter, ; 

Hz wou'd not defer making trial of this Herb, of 
which the Few gave ſuch Praifes. Every body knows 
that the nates abound in it, and that the Juice incorpo- 
rates itſelf ſo perfectly into the Skin, that it quite takes 
away the natural Colour. The Merchants who deal in 
Slaves, often deceive their Cuſtomers, by dying their 
Negroes ; thoſe who are the blackeſt, being reckoned 
the . moſt beautiſul. All that difquieted Leonera was, 
that it wou'd not be eaſy to reſtore Don Seboftian to his 
native Colour; but the Jew having aſſured her, that he 
had a Water which wou'd take the whole Tincture of 
whenever he pleaſed, ſhe had nothing to object in Oppo- 
fition to ſo great a Diſguiſe. 

ISAAC went that moment in ſearch of the Herb, 
and having preſſed out the Juice, he rubb'd it all over 
Don Sebafiian, who, from the moſt lovely of all the 
Portugueſe, became preſently the moſt perfect of all the 
Negroes. The Metamorphoſis was ſo great, that Leo- 
ora and Alvarez loſt all their Fears of his being 
known; and this faithful Domeſtic, who cou'd not eh- 
dure to be ſeparated from his Maſter, wou'd have the 
fame Operation practiſed on himſelf, that he might be 
in a ſtate fit to accompany him in every thing. There 
was now nothing remaining but to preſent them to A.. 
ra, which the Je promiſed to do the next Day. 
Don Sebaftian and Leonora agreed to render each other 
an exact Account of all they cou'd learn, and that their 
Place of Meeting ſhou'd be at the Ferw's ; after which, 
they ſeparated till the next Day, when Leonora was to 
come again 

Tuo all theſe Projects cou'd not promiſe any very 
— Adventures, yet Don — — was ſo pleaſed with 

ing in the ſame City with Elvira, to be near her, 
and to be able to hear News of her every Hour, * 
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he loſt all Remembrance of the dreadful Obſtaclep Fate 
had put to his Felicity, and began to flatter himſelf that 
ſomething, tho' what, he cou'd not gueſs, wou'd hap- 
pen to crown his utmoſt Wiſhes in the End. 

A T&ve Affection is eaſily alarmed, and as eaſily flat- 
tered ; the leaſt thing throws the Mind that harbours it 
into Deſpair, and the leaſt thing ſerves to tranſport and 
elevate it; and as it often indulges the moſt cruel-Tor- 
ments, ſo it adds the ſweeteſt Exaaſies to the moſt in 
ſignificant Pleaſures, Suze, in the Reflection that all 
he undertook had Elvira for the Object, that his In- 

uietudes, his Voyage, his Diſguiſe, were all for her 
fie, took a delight in them, as if each of theſe 
things aſſured him of her Poſſeſſion. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that thoſe Steps which; in the 
Eyes of others, ſeemed inſignificant, appeared to him 
the moſt uſeful and neceſſary that cou'd be. Leonora 
thought much in the ſame manner with him, and ſaw 
nothing to fear for Elvira, fince Don Sebaſtian was at 
Goa : Flis Preſence had given her a Tranquillity ſhe had 
never enjoyed ſince her Separation from her Miſtreſs ; 
and ſhe thought of nothing now but the Means of en- 
tertaining Thamar, and knowing the Motive of the Ad- 
vances that young Slave had made to her. This amia- 
ble Maid, who knew the Confidence the Vice-Queen 
had in her Nurſe, thought it wou'd be ſome little Conſo- 
lation to the Ills ſhe laboured under, to hear News of 
that favourite Domeſtic, and, at the ſame time, prove 
the Sincerity of her own Attachment to that unhappy 
Lady: It was with this Intention, that having met her 
the next Day, after the Converſation ſhe had with Evi. 
ra about the Letter, ſhe had made Signs to her, and 


Which ſhe continued to do, as often as Fortune threw 


her in her Way: But the Indifference which Leonora 
teſtified, joined with the Diſdain with which Lama re- 
ceived the Letter from his Wife, put her in ſo ill a Hu- 
mour, that the Vice-Queen, who heedfully examined 
all her Actions, cou'd not but ive it. 

Tas beautiful Lady, who had known too many Sor- 
rows to be able to put an- agreeable Face on things 


' relating to her own Fate, imagined the — 2 
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Thamar proceeded from the little ſhe cou'd find to ac- 
cuſe her of to her Huſband or the Princeſs of Achor, 
and grew now more than ever reſerved to her. Tha. 
mar had a penetrating Wit, and a Mind not eaſily de. 
ceived ; ſhe ſaw into the Vice-Queen's Suſpicions, but 
ed them only ſo far as to clear herſelf, if, by any 
ay, the cou'd do it. She, therefore, reſolved to ſpeak 
to Leonora; and the next Morning, which was on that 
Don Sebaſtian and Aw were preſented to Nerins, 
as ſhe went to the Apartment of that Princeſs, wa: 
muſing on the Means ſhe ſhou'd make ufe of, to oblige 
the Nurſe to regard her more than ſhe had hitherto 
done. ; 
As Leonora now wiſhed nothing more than to en. 
counter her, ſhe went early in the Morning, wrap'd uy 
in her Veil, to-wait the Hour of Thamar's going, ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom, to the Princeſs of Acbon. Thus 
both of them equally | impatient of entertaining each 
other, were not long 'e'er they met; and reciprocally 
advancing, ſtood when they approached more near, ex- 
amining, as it were, each other, without ſpeaking, 
Lecnora was the firſt that broke Silence; I have taken 
Notice, ſaid ſhe, that you ſeveral Times have teſtifed a 
Deſire to ſpeak to me I either greatly deceive my- 
ſelf, or you think I may be uſeful in ſomething. Yes, 
Leonora, ſaid Tamar, without any Heſitation, you are 
extremely neceſſary to me, to prove to the Vice-Queen 
that I am not more devoted to her than your ſelf: I love 
her Perſon, I pity her Misfortunes, I admire her Virtue; 
I ſerve Arrina, but with Regret; I ſee her Amours 
with Horror, and how dangerous ſoever it: may be to 
me to indulge theſe Sentiments, 1 cannot think 1 hazard 
any thing in revealing them to you, whoſe own Inte- 
reſt it is to conceal them; I wou'd ſerve Elvira in eve- 
ry thing in my Power; but how can I do it, while 
ihe keeps me in Ignorance of every thing that paſſes in 
her Heart? And how can I be informed, when the puts 
no Confidence in my Words? Tis your Part then, pru- 
dent Leonora, to convince her of my Zeal ; let me give 
her, at leaft, the Conſolation of hearing from you, un- 
der your own Hand ——— write to her, and ſuffer me 
3 to 
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to deliver to her your Letter, you ſhall find 1 will brit 


you an Anſwer with the utmoſt Punctuality; and this 
may aſſure both the one and the other of you, how 
much you may depend upon the 1 of the Slave 
Thamar. You are very preſſing, replied Leonora, but 
whether you are ſincere or not, I riſque nothing in a- 
grecing to your Demand; fince it is natural for me to 
make known to her whom I have nurſed, the Grief I 
am in to be ſeparated from her, nor can they do an 
thing more to me than they have already done: But if 
[ write; continued ſhe, where ſhall I find you to give 
you my Letter? | 

THAMAR paid a little before ſhe anſwered, and 
then looking on her with an Air of Satisfaction, at the 
Expedient ſhe had found, Go, ſaid ſhe, and inquire for 
a certain Jo named 7/aac, no Man is more known at 
Goa, give him your Letters, I will take care to pre- 
pare him for receiving any thing ſhall be left for me; 
and it will be a way the moſt ſafe and ſecret we can 
tate. Adieu, continued ſhe, a long Converſation — 
render us ſuſpected; depend upon me. With theſe 
Words ſhe turned away, and left Leonora thoroughly 
perſuaded of her Fidelity, and charmed that it was the 
Jew Iſaac ſhe had pitched upon for the Confidant of 
this innocent Correſpondence; as ſhe knew he was not 
then at home, ſhe returned to her own Lodging, to write 
to Donna Elvira, that ſhe might carry the Letter with 
her, when ſhe ſhou'd come back from preſenting the 
pretended Slaves to the Princeſs of Achor. _ 

THAMAR went directly to the Palace, where ſhe 
found Jſaac with Don $254/1ian "and 4lvares, "attend- 
ing her coming, in order o introduce” them to . 
rina; this amiable Maid cou'd not behold the ſuppoſed 
N-groes without Admiration, and having - examined 
them with the utmoit Attention, 'Thoie are two beau- 
tiful Moors, faid ſhe to the Juso, in a low Voice, how 
long have you had them, and to what End have you 
brought them hither? ac, who was willing to begin 
by gaining Thamar, reply'd to her with an Air of 
Contidence, 'T hey are. yet more perfect than you think 
them, beaut ul Tamar; they play admirably 2 all 
8 orts 
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_ Sorts of Inſtruments, and the NN of them has a 
ſingular Art in making of Sherbet and Chocolate: A; l 90 
knew the Delicacy of the Princeſs in theſe things, l | 
came with a Deſign to intreat her Acceptance of them, | 
demanding no other Recompence for the Preſent I make 1 © 
her of them, than that ſhe will uſe her Intereſt with bat 
the Viceroy, for my Protection in the Commerce I ſhall fir 
make at Gea, You aſk very little, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, Th 
for ſo 8 a Gift, and I believe you have no 


Occaſion for any Recommendation in this Affair, the „* 
Air of your Slaves ſpeaks for them; but if you have I tif. 
any need of me at any time, you muſt do me a Piece WF bes 


of Seryice, which I will take care to requite: I have WF the 
a Correſpondence with a Perſon, which I would have 
remain a Secret; I have therefore ordered Letters to be 
left for me at your Houle, oblige me to take care of f/ 
them, as alſo of any I ſhall leave with you, till call'd WF 5, 
for: You are enough accuſtomed to theſe Sort of Em- 
ployments, not to think it ſtrange a Perſon of my Age dhe 
. thou'd have ſome Adventures, which it is proper w il be 
conceal. Jaac aſſured her of his Diligence, and thought hide 
this Requeſt a — 4 for the two feigned Slaves, his 
his complying with it wou'd aſſure them of good Treat. 
ment from her. He had no ſooner ſworn to perform ll a, 
with the utmoſt Integrity, what ſhe defired, than the 
Princeſs s Door opened, and Thamar went out alone; 2 
and after having feaſted her Malice and Cruelty with WI ,, 
the pretended Perſecution ſhe gave Elvira, ſhe told het 8. 
of the Prelent {aac was waiting to make her High. voſ 
nels. 
Tunis cruel Princeſs, who was for turning every * 
_ thing to the Satisfaction of her Love and Jealouly, pre- W Cor 
 ſently imagin'd theſe new Slaves might be uſeful tooth. 
her Debgns, and commanded they ſhou'd be brought W 1 ,. 
in. She waited not for the ew to give her a Detail N 2nd 
of their good Qualities ; their Beauty, fine Shape, and I ny 
that Air of Grandeur and Fierceneſs which ſparkled Ill Res 
in Sebaſtian's Eyes, pleaſed her in ſuch ſort, that ſhe 1 
8 priated them before ac had time to offer them. WW Incl 
ever, he made his Compliment, and Arina, tay 
b | having te 
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having thanked him, ordered them to remain in her 
Service. 


Tuvs was Don Sebaſtian in the Palace of the Prin- 


ceſs of Achon; and the Buſineſs appointed for him, 
was chiefly to make Chocolate and Sherbet. 
took his Leave of them, having given them what In- 
ſtructions he thought were neceſlary for the gaining 
Thamar. 


a Maſter more learned than he, had already inſpired 


Laac 


But theſe Leſſons were altogether needleſs, 


Alvarez with the Deſire and Art of pleaſing that bean- 
tiful Slave ; the firſt Moment he beheld her, his Heart 
became intirely devoted to her, and Love, which has 
the ſame effect on inferiour Perſons as on the Great, 
made him feel, for her, the Ardency of the ſame Fires 
with which his Maſter burned for the incomparable 
Elvira; and, by the invincible Effects of Sympathy, 
Thamar had alſo for him Sentiments not very different 
from his, tho“ Modefty and Prudence made her reſtrain 
them from arriving at too high a Pitch, till ſhe ſhou'd 
be more acquainted how worthy he was of them: be- 
ſides, in ſpite of all the Attractions ſhe found in him, 
his Colour was a little ſhocking to her Thoughts; how- 
ever, the force of her Deſtiny overbore this natural 
Averſion. Don Sebaftian behaved to her with the 
| Complaiſance, and entreated ſhe wou'd” favour 
im ſo far, as to inform him what things, in his power 
to perform, wou'd be moſt agreeable to the Princeſs 
ſhe promiſed him to do ſo, but quitting him as ſoon 7's 
poſſible, ſhe returned to the A ent of the Vice- 
Queen, where, | after ſhe had told her the Converſation 
ſhe had held with Leonora, and that ſhe had ſettled: 2 
Correſpondence, ſo as they might hear News of each 
other every Day; See, Madam, ſaid ſhe, the Meaſures 
| take to prove myſelf worthy of your Confidence; 
and if I cou'd do much more, tho' at the häzard of 
ny Life, for the Eaſe of yours, I wou'd with the ſame 
Readineſs undertake it. 51; $6 rn Se 
Donna Elvira now no longer ſtruggled with the 
Inclination ſhe had to believe her; and the next 
day having received the Letter from Leonora, ànd 
en Thamar another in anſwer to it, heſitated not if 
Vor. IV. P ſhe 
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ſhe ſhou'd cenfeſs to her that ſhe was as ſenſible as ſhe 
cou'd wiſh of her Zeal and Sincerity ; and began to 
take for her ſo tender a Friendſhip, that ſhe permitted 
her to read the Contents of all the Letters that hence. 
forth paſſed between her and her Nurſe, and, at laſt, 
truſted her with the full Recital of her Life and Mis. 
fortunes. The tender-hearted Thamar could not hear 
her, without burſting into'a Torrent of Tears ; and this 
Compaſhon render d her ſo dear to the Vice-Queen, 
that ſhe never after made any ſcruple of revealing to 
her the moſt ſecret Thoughts and Wiſhes of her Soul. 
Tuts amiable Slave, who earneſtly defired to be. 
come a Chriſtian, and doubted not, but when the News 
of Elvira's ill Treatment ſhou'd reach Lien, her Fa- 
mily wou'd uſe their utmoſt Efforts to deliver her from 
that dreadful ſtate, entreated her Promiſe, that ſhe 
might be permitted to follow her, if ever ſhe quitted 
Goa.. Donna Elvira was highly charmed at the pious 
Diſpoſition of this Maid, ed her, that if Hes 
ven was pleaſed to ſend her once more to Portugal, ſhe 
wou'd not go without her; tho", ſaid ſhe, I fee as yet 
no reaſon to hope there ever will be an End of ny 
Misfortunes. 
_ LEONORA writ every Day to the Vice-Queen, and 
received her Anſwers exactly by the Zew; but as Don 
Sebaſtian had expreſaly forbid any mention of him, ſhe 
obeyed his Orders, we Fs; Kg Nicety of Etvira's 
Virtue, and that ſhe wou'd r chuſe to ſuffer ever} 
thing from the cruelty of her Enemies, than be relieved 
by a Man who was known to have loved her, and 
whom ſhe {ill in ſecret cou'd not help loving. 
Tus two new Slaves were, in a ſo much 
loved by all the Domeſticks of Arina, that every one 
med to yye with the others, which ſhou'd moſt ceſtily 
their 1 and Eſteem of them. Thamar, who 


had frequent Occaſions of entertaining them, cou'd not 
look on Don Sebaffian, without being inſpired avith the 
gence Re for him; and indeed there was ſome- 
ing ſo truly noble in every thing he ſaid and did, that 
none cou'd. approach him without ſome degree of (Awe 
and Reverence : this made the amiable Slave 1 
y 5 N NILS 
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ferved before him, than with A/varez, who, by a Man- 
ner of Behaviour altogether gay and gallant, gave every 
one leave to be familiar with him. As ſhe thought on 
nothing but ſoftning the IP of Donna Elvira, by 
all the little ways he cou'd invent ; and hearing Azrine 
continually boaſting of the Excellence of the Chocolate 
made b n Sebaſtian, ſhe had a great Deſire to have 
ſome of the ſame ſort for her Fair Priſoner ; to this end, 
one day when ſhe was alone with Auarex, Your Com- 
panian, {aid ſne to him with a Smile, has ſo much the 
Air of Majeſty about him, that I cannot take the li- 
berty of ſpeaking to him in the manner I wou'd ; there- 
fore I addreſs myſelf to you, to entreat him to make me 
ſome of that exquiſite taſted Chocolate, with which the 
Princeſs is ſo much charmed; I wou'd regale ſome of 
my Friends privately with it, in the Apartment of the 
Vice- „where I am obliged to be. You have no 
need of an Interceſſor, reply d he, beautiful Thamar, to 
my Companion, to influence him, to render you any 
Service in his Power; I dare anſwer he will do what 
you deſire, with more pleaſure than you can imagine. 
But, continued he, have you nothing to command me ? 
Do you believe I ſhou'd be leſs faithful to you than the 
Few I/aac ? Thamar was extremely ſurprized at theſe 
Words; How, cry'd ſhe, has [aac betray'd me! No, 
Thamar, reply'd Alvarez, haſtily ; and fince my Tongue 
muſt reveal a Secret which I had much rather — 
diſcovered in my Eyes, know that I adore you, that 
I cou'd not fee you without loving you, nor love you 
without being jealous I have perceived, that the 
Jew has given you Letters —— —and could not reſtrain 
diſcovering to him my Suſpicions: as he dare depend 
on my Fidelity, be re to me the Myſtery of that 
* I am no leſs inclined to do you fervice in 
this Particular than he is; and Zeonera herſelf will in- 
form you, that you may put an entire Confidence in me, 
and my Fellow Slave. You have taken an Expedient, re- 
ply'd Thamar, to reveal your Paſſion, which will not ſuffer 
me to teſtify my Reſentment I will wait for your 
Anſwer, till I am aſſured that I have ing to fear. 
With 9 d him, and ran te inform = 
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; Elvira, that Leonsra had a Correſpondence with the - 


two new Slaves of Azrina ; and Alvarex went to render 
an Account to Seba//ian of what he had done. 

Trrixncs were in this ſtate, when the Princeſs of 
Achon took, as I Fave told you, a Reſolution: to make 
Elvira periſh, and oblige the Vice-Roy to hazard every 
thing for her Satisfaction. Some Days before he had a- 
greed to her dreadful Purpoſes, Leonora, by the conſent 
of Don Sebaſtian, had wrote to Donna Elviro, that the 
Jab was entirely in her Intereſt, and had placed two 
Negro Slaves with the Princeſs of Achon, for no other 
Reaſon, than to ſecond the good Intentions of Thamer, 
and that ſhe might ſafely confide both in him and 
them. This lovely Slave having perceived that the 
Indiſpoſition of Azrina was counterteit, ſuſpected that 
it was on ſome extraodinary Occaſion, ſhe teltify'd the 
Fears ſhe was in to Alvarez, and that obliged Suza 
to be more aſſiduous than ever about the Princeſs ; ho- 
ping, by that Means, to oo her Confidence, or at leaft, 
to penetrate into her Deſigns. He appeared ſo zealous 
in every thing he did, that Acrina preſently caſt her 
Eyes on him for the Execution of her cruel Intent ; and 
it being concluded between her and Lama to make uſe 
of Poiſon, for the Period of Eluira's Days, ſhe thought 
it could not be given her a better way than in Choco- 
late, which ſhe drank every Morning; and in caſe there 
ſhou'd be any Suſpicion on the Manner of her Death, it 
wou' d be no more to appeaſe the People, than to ſacrifice 
the black Slave, as the ſole Plotter of the horrid Deed, 
being the only Perſon in the Palace who made that Li- 
quor. | Prudence does not always accompany guilty Ac- 


tions; it often 4s 7 ak that Providence throws a Mitt 


over the Under ings of thoſe who are about to com- 
mit them; which hinders them from taking thoſe Me- 
thods, which can render their Deſigns ſuccelsful. 
XERIN 4, impatient for the Death of her Rival, 
ve herſelf not time for Reflection, and, full of the I- 
* of the Happineſs ſhe ſhould poſſeſs when EA¹ra 
was no more, made Saza be called into her Cloſet; 
where being alone with him, Ze/im, ſaid ſhe, for that 


was the Name which he aſſumed; the Affection and 


Zeal 


* 
* 
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Zeal for me, which I have obſerved in your Behavi- 
our, has attracted my Confidence———1 thall not fail 
to make your Fortune, if you render yourſelf worthy 
of it, by an entire Submiſſion to my Will ———But 
ſwear to obey me, continued: ſhe, before I explain my- 
ſelf any farther. Suze, whom this Diſcourſe prepared 
for the moſt dreadful things, fell upon his Knees, and 
by an Oath the moſt ſacred among thoſe of the Reli- 
gion of which he appeared to be, promiſed to ſerve her 


at the hazard of his Liſe: then Aerins, with Eyes 


ſparkling with Joy, Take, faid ſhe, this little Gold 
Box, it contains a Powder, which you muſt mix to- 
morrow morning in Chocolate, and carry it yourſelf, 
where Thamar 5 

above all, I charge you to ſee it taken by her to whom 
I ſend you be ſecret as to the Order I give you, 
and depend on any Recompence you can afk. 

SUZ A, whom Alvarez had told what Thamar had 
deſired him, not doubted but ſhe was in the Plot with 
Arina, and that. it was to the Vice-Queen the fatal 
Doſe was to be given. But he heſitated not to — 
the horrible Commiſſion, that he might be in a i- 


tion to hinder the Effects of it; and having reiterated 


his Oaths to the Princeſs of Acbon, that ſhe might bs 
allured of his Sincerity, he took the Box, and left her 


in full Hope and ExpeQation of her Rival's Death; he 


had no ſooner quitted her, than he weat to the Houſe 
of the taub, where he immediately ſent for Leonora, 
and having recounted to her all that had paſſed between 
him and the Princeſs of Achon, he deſired her to loſe 
no time in advertiſing the Vice-Queen of the Danger 
that. threatned her, and entreated her to take no Cho- 
colate that Thamar ſhou'd cauſe to be given her by the 
new Slave of Acrina, of whom ſhe had told her. Leo- 
nora Was ready to die with Apprehenſion, but execu- 
ted the Order given her by Don Sebaſtian, bleſling, 


a thouſand Times, the hour in which he came to Goa.: 


{acc charged himſelf with the Delivery of this Letter 
to Thamar, as ordinary, without diſcovering any thing 


ofthe Conſpiracy ; he found ber juſt as he was enter- 
mg the Apartment of Arina, ſo was obliged to os 
tend . 
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all have Orders to conduct you. But 
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tend till ſhe came out again. When the Princeſs ſaw 
ker enter, not able to diſſemble the Exceſs of her Satis- 
faction, ſhe roſe up, and tenderly embracing her, My 
dear-7 hamar, ſaid ſhe, thy Princeſs, to-morrow, . will 
be as happy as the World can make her. Then ſhe 
comm her to introduce Zelim into the Chamber 
of Elvira, at the Hour in which ſhe nfually took her 
Morning's Repaſt, Theſe Words filled Thamar with 
Surprize and Terror; and as Arina explained herſelf 
no farther, ſhe imagined that Ze/im knew not the Con- 
ſequence of his Commiſſion. To prevent this terrible 
Blow, the pretended a Joy equal to that of the Prin- 
cels; but had no ſooner quitted her, then finding ac, 
who waited for her with Impatience, Jaac, ſaid the, 
with a Countenance which expreſs'd the inward Con- 
cem of her Mind, tell Ze/im, that I muſt ſpeak. with 
him at your Houſe, where I will meet with him in a 
few Minotes. In ſpeaking theſe Words, ſhe took from 
him the Letter of Leonora, and went haſtily away, 
without attending his Reply. 

Sur was indeed at the Houſe of [aac before he 
returned himfelf, and finding Don Sebaffian and Lro- 
vors were there, and by their profound NT 
teſtify d no leſs violent Agitations than thoſe with whi 
herſelf was afflicted, made her ſtand ſome Moments at 
the Door e ms. them. But the mortal Grief 
which appeared in the Countenance of the pretended 
Zelim, ſurprized. her in ſuch a manner, that wou'd ſhe 
have moved from the place ſhe was, ſhe cou'd not im- 
mediately have done it. Szza was reclined on a Sofa, 
his Head leaning on one of his Hands, while the other 
held a little Picture, on which he attempted to gaze; 
but the Tears fell from his Eyes in ſuch abundance, that 
he had not the Power: Leonora was ſeated oppoſite to 
him in a reſpectful manner, holding a Handkerchief to 
her Eyes: a thouſand confuſed Ideas ran in a Moment 
through the mind of Thamar, in beholding this Spec- 
tacle ; the more ſhe examined Ze/im, the leſs ſhe found 
in him of the Air of a Slave : the arity of his Fea 
tares, which had nothing in them of t t Harſhneſs com. 
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2s thoſe of Alvarez; but at this time ſhe was more 
ſtruck than ever, having time to d him, without 
being obſerved by him : an obſcure Imagination of the 
Truth came into her head, and as ſhe was extremely 
lively and ſpirituous, this Idea occaſioned an extraordi- 
nary and involuntary Movement of her Poſture, which 
rouzed Don Sebaſtian from his Reſvery, and lifting 
up his Eyes, he perceived in her all the Marks of the 
moſt wild aſtoniſhment, 

He roſe immediately, as did alſo Leonora, and ad- 
vancing toward her, Beautiful Thamar, ſaid he, what 
Affair has brought you hither ? and why did not [aac 
inform us of your Coming? I am arrived before him, 
anſwered ſhe, and I come to know of you the Reaſon 
that Xerina will have you preſent Chocolate to- mor- 
row to the Vice-Queen, and what Orders ſhe has given 
you; to the end, we may take Meaſures to prevent a 
Misfortane which I doubt is intended, and which I be- 
lieve you are i t of, — But, continued ſhe, I am 
much deceived my ſelf, or the Life of the injured Elvi- 
re is no leſs dear to you than it is to me—diſguiſe no- 
thing from me; that illuſtrious Unfortunate has given me 
the Hiſtory of all her Sorrows, and I cannot help ſuſ- 
pecting there is in this place a Man who deſerves more 
of her Affection than her cruel Huſband.— If it be ſo, 
let us join all together for her Preſervation, and above 
all be ſure you preſent, nothing to E/vira, that you 
receive from the hand of Arina. In fine, added ſhe, 
if you are not Don 2 de Suza under that 
borrowed Figure, as the Nobleneſs I have remarked in 
you makes me believe you are, aſſume, if poſſible, his 
Sentiments, his Love, his Generofity to deliver from this 
ſevere Treatment, the moſt perfect and moſt unhappy 
Perſon upon Earth, mY a 

Tussg Words pronounced with an Openneſs and 
Spirit which Diſſimulation rarely wears, reſtored Thamar 
to the good Opinion of Sebaſtian, and judging it ill 
Policy to conceal any thing from a Woman ſo neceſſary 
to-} 2 he confeſſed that her Penetration was 
and that he was really that unfortunate Lover of 
ſhe had unagined ; and then -proceeded to ac- 
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naint her with all the Converſation he had with the 

inceſß of Heben, the Powder ſhe had given bim, and 
the manner in which ſhe had ordered him to uſe it. Leo. 
nora alſo told her of the Letter ſhe had wrote to the 

ice-Queen, to entreat ſhe wou'd take nothing from her 
hand; on which Thamar, who had not yet deliver. 
ed it, pulled it out of her Boſom, and returning it, 
defired ſhe wou'd change the Expreſſion, ſince there 
was no perſon in the World more fincere to her than 
herſelf. Leonora excuſed her Suſpicion for the Ap. 
pearances there were for it, and afterward they conſul- 
ted what was beſt to be done in this Affair: it was at 
laſt agreed, that Don Sebaſtian ſhou'd execute the Or. 
ders of Arina, fo far as to give empoiſoned Chocolate 
to the hand of Elvire, not only that by that means he 
wou'd have the Satisfaction of eeing her, but alſo that 
when proof was made of the Poiſon, they conceived 
there was no farther Meaſures to be taken with Lama, 
but to demand Juſtice of the Court, for the Treatment 
he had given his Wife. But both Sebaſtian and Lee- 
nera warned Thamar not to give the Hint that 
ſhe received theſe Services from the Perſon ſhe did, or 
that Zelin was any other than he ſeemed. This ami- 
able Slave aſſured them, ſhe wou'd act in every thing as 
they wou'd have her; and after being 932 inſtruct-· 
ed in what each of them had to do, they ſeparated for 
that Time. | 
"© THAMAR, charmed to find the Man for whom her 
Heart in ſecret declared it ſelf, was a Chriſtian, and that 
faithful Avarex, of whom ſhe had heard Elvira ſpeak 
in the Recital of her Adventures ; went to that Lady, 
with a Mind more at eaſe than cou'd be expected in 
the Multiplicity of Accidents which employed it. 
© Donna Elvira received from her the Letter of Le- 
nora, and Thamar having deſired her to read it, ſhe 
found it contained theſe Words: | 


Lzono- 


F 
N 


* un. at « on a 


7 


[ 321 ] 
LroxoRa' to ber dear and ever- bonoured 
Fi ſeems as if Heaven merely for your Preſervation 


had ſent to Goa. the new Slave of your Enemy. 
——— Your Precious Life, and with it all our Hopes 


« 
cc 
ci 


« had been loſt, had the cruel Princeſs made choice 


«of any other for the Execution of her Deſigns —— 
follow, Madam, the Counſels of Thamar, and of the 
% Moor Zelim.” _ | 


ELYVIRA was ſo little capable of comprehending the 
obſcure Senſe of this Letter, that ſhe was obliged to de- 
fire an Explanation of Thamar : ſhe then made an ex- 
act Recital of all that had paſs'd, exaggerating the Me- 
rit of the Slave-Zelim, his Zeal to ſerve her, and the 
Horror he conceived at the Treachery and Barbarity of 
Don Balthazar and the Princeſs of A ben: If, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, finding this Project fail, that cruel Huſband 
ſhou'd proceed to any Violence againſt you, this faithful 
Moor will deliver you from it, by plunging a Dagger in 
his Breaſt. | 
DoxxA Elvira cou'd not reſtrain her Tears at being 
told the Fate Don Lama had prepared for her ; but wil- 
ling to doubt if he conſented to this Action, ſhe endea- 
voured to perſuade Thamar that Yrina was the ſole 
Contriver of it ; but that beautiful Slave would not ſuf- 
fer her to remain in a belief ſo favourable of her Spouſe, 
whom ſhe knew ſo little merited it from her. She talk- 
ed to her a long time on that head, but all ſhe cou'd fay 
was * to wn — onde N one re · 

roachful Word againſt him: ſhe promiſed, however, 
bs ſwallow nothing that ſhou'd be brought to her from 
Xerina, and to make a different uſe of the Poiſon than 
what was expected by that cruel Woman. All the Re- 
mainder of this Day was ſpent in Inquietudes, and 
Impatience by both Parties. Azrina having obſerved a 
heavy Sadneſs hang on the Vice-Roy's Brow, wou'd not 
acquaint him that ſhe had taken the Meaſures ſhe had 
done ſor the Death of her Rival, fearing that ſhe had 
| | P; changed 
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Qanged his Serziments: neither did Don Balthazar 
once mention Elvira to Her; it is certain he now 

to feel a little Remoſe for having permitted ſuch an 
Action, and wou'd not remind her of it, in the Hope 
that Time might render her more mild. He found, 
however, a certain Weight upon his Spirits, which 
at that time he knew not the occaſion of, and retired to 
his own Apartment mach ſooner than he was accuſſom'd 


to leave that of Xcrina; the Night afforded him no 


more 'Tranquillity, his Slumbers were a thouſand times 
interrupted by thoſe dread Ideas which Guile ſeldom 
fails to raiſe in the Mind : and not able to endure the 
violent Agitations with which he was ſeized, he quitted 
his Bed, and waited with Impatience for Day, with a 
Refolution to go to the Princeſs of Achon, and engage 
her to content herſelf with the Sufferings of the Vice- 
— without giving ber a violent Death. 

URING this Combat between Honour, Love, and 
Pity, the Hour arrived in which Don Sebaftian was 
to be introduced to the Apartment of Elvira : before 
he went, X:rinz made him be call'd to her, and again 
recommended to him the punctual Performance of what 
he had promiſed : he reiterated his Oaths, and then left 
her to go to her Rival ; to whom Thamar immediate! 
condu him. That beautiful Lady was yet in bed, 


| Having been accuſtomed to drink her Chocolate before 


ſhe roſe ; ſhe now wou'd not change ber Manner, to 
give any Suſpicion to the other Slaves. EO 
Dow $S:b-/ftian ſeeing himſelf fo near the only Ob- 
jeQ to which his Life was attached, was ſeized with fo 
univerſal a Ne that he cou'd ſcarce ſupport 
himſelf to approach the Bed: Elvira perceived it, and 
believin t the Commiſſion with which he was 
ed had occafioned it, Fear nothing, ſaid ſhe to him; 
and when he was come near enough for her to ſpeak low 
to him, that the other Slaves might not hear her, Whe- 
ther I live or die, continued ſhe, I know how to defend 
you from the Danger to which you expoſe yourſelf for 
my fake. I fear not Death, Madam, anſwered he, coun- 
terfeicing a broken Portugueſe, and with a Voice which 
the Agitations he was in, entirely changed ; but I wou'd 
| | prevent 
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E yours. In ſpeaking this, he preſented her the 
Liquor ; and as every thing was before concerted 
between Thamar and the Vice-Queen, after he had 

ared it into a ſmall China Baſon, You are he, cry'd 
ſhe, with a loud Voice, that pre this Liquor for the 
Princeſs of Achox ; all that are t me here, I know, 
are devoted to her : whatever comes out of her Palace 
may, therefore, give me cauſe of Suſpicion, and I am 
reſolved now to be convinced whether they are ground- 


leſs or not. She had no ſooner uttered theſe Words, 


than ſhe took the Baſon, and calling a little Dog which 
continually followed one of the Slaves, ſet it down be- 
fore him, The Animal ſwallowed greedily the well- 
ſweeten'd Potion, and had ſcarce devoured it all, when 
his Eyes ſtarted from his Head, his Teeth dropt out, 
and he fell dead in the preſence of all there. Thoſe 
who were Witneſſes of this Adventure, ſeemed thunder- 
ſtruck amar and the pretended Zelim affected the 
utmoſt Aſtoniſhment : Elvira alone appeared tranquil, 
and, was preparing to owe when ſhe was hindred by a 
eat Noiſe in one of the Rooms that preceded the 
amber in which they were; and immediately the 
Vice-Roy entered, followed by a great number of Cour- 
tiers and Attendants : tis eaſy to judge the ſurprixe E/- 
vira was in, but impoſſible to deſcribe to you the Con- 
dition of Don Lama, nor the different Emotions of the 
Perſons intereſted in this Affair. 

Tas Vice-Roy, perſecuted by his Remorſe, as I 
have already ſaid, came early to the Apartment of 
Aerina, to diſſuade her from proceeding to any Ex- 
tremities with E/vira ; but as that Princeſs had 
diſpatched Zelim on the cruel Errand, and believing no- 
thing now cou'd avert the intended Blow, ſhe no ſooner 
faw him enter, than ſhe cry'd out, with a manifeſt 
Pleaſure in her Eyes and Voice, Naw, my Lord, you 
will be only for the happy Azrina this inſtant 
delivers you from an Object equally odious to us both. 


———» Theſe Words truck Horror to the Heart of 


Lama, already much changed by the Reflections of the 
Night; and not being able to make her any Reply, he 
flew directly from „ 
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Reaſon, and meeting, as he croſſed the Palace, ſome 
that were coming to attend his Levee, cry'd out to them, 
Follow me, all of you, to the Apartment of the Vice- 
Queen —— to which he ran, and entered juſt as they 
had made the Proof of Chocolate. 

Trost who followed him, perceived he was in an 
Agitation, which made them expect ſome great Event; 
but, among them all, there was not one who did not 
wiſh it might turn in favour of Elvira: When he came 
into the Chamber of E/vire, the ſilence that reigned 
there, the Conſternation that appeared in the faces of 


the attending Slaves, the Dog which lay a frightful 


Spectacle, extended on the Floor, near the Baſon, in 
which ſome of the Chocolate was yet remaining ; all 
together filled him with ſo dreadful a Suſpicion, that, 
quite overcome with it, he threw himſelf down on a 
Carpet, and cou'd utter no more than, Oh Heaven! 
what do I ſee ! and what have I done 

ELVIRA being a little recovered from the Surprize 
his unexpected Preſence had occaſioned ; Pardon me, 
my Lord, faid ſhe, that I refuſe to ſubmit to Death, 
which I cou'd not perſuade myſelf was the Effect of 
your Command I have preſerved my Life for you 
alone to be the Diſpoſer of it —— I cannot reſolve to 
be the Sacrifice of. the cruel Princeſs of Achon, but 
I am ready to yield to any Sentence pronounced by you. 
If my Death is neceſſary to you, command it 
this Inſtant Speak, my Lord, tho' the fatal — 
Xerina had prepared for me has yet only ſerved for t 
Deſtruction of that Animal, there ftill remains enough 
to give me the Satisfaction of proving how much J 
think: it my Glory to ſubmit to you. | | 
Wutz ſhe was ſpeaking in this manner, Thamar 
grew pale as Death, Don Sebaſiian Rood ready to 
pierce the Heart of his' hated Rival, if he durſt pre- 
fume to make any Attempt on the Life of Elvira, and 
all the Company were filled with the utmoſt Admira- 
tion of the high Virtue of that admirable Lady, and Con- 
tempt for the unworthy Poſſeſſor of ſuch a Treaſure- 
Don Lama was not in a condition to obſerve theſe diffe- 
rent Emotions; his Eyes were fixed on E/vira, ſeem- 
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ing to devour every Word that came out of her Montt. 
* It was ſome time before he cou'd make any 
Reply; but, at laſt, uſing his utmoſt Efforts to vanquiſh 

a Grief, which in ſpite of him, began to manifeſt it- 
ſelf in his Tears; Let all, faid he, but Thamar and the 
black Slave go out of the Room. Every body — 2 ; 
and when there was only they four, Madam, ſaid he, 
to the * 3 it wou'd be vain for me to pretend 
to juſtify mylelf. nothing can excuſe my Crime, 
not even the Remorſe it has occaſioned J con- 
feſs, the Affronts I have offered you, have been groſs, and 
I owe you /all manner of Reparations for the Offences I 
have been guilty of I wiſh it was permitted 
me to revenge you on all your Enemies ; but add to the 
Patience you have had in your Sufferings, the Genorofity 
to pardon a Princeſs, who will be enough puniſhed in 
the Loſs of her Hopes As I cannot bring my 
Heart to yield you up that principal Victim, I will, 
however make you a Sacrifice of her Agents 
Theſe two unhappy Slaves, continued he, pointing ta 
Thamar and Zelim, ſhall rience how dangerous it is 
to be charged with ſuch Commiſſions . — As for 
ſelf, I fear that Heaven, irritated by the repeated 
rongs I have done you, will not allow me time to re- 
= them, and that my Death will ſhortly be the only 
appineſs T ſhall be able to procure you. | 
Turns Words touched Elvira to the Soul; a tender 
Compaſſion overflowed all her Reſentment, and looking 

on him with the moſt charming Sweetneſs; Ah! m 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, if you conſent that T ſhall live, you 
muſt alſo reſolve to live with me. I not only pardon 
Xerina, but I will never remind you of her Fault, For 
theſe Slaves, continued ſhe, it is to them I am indebted 
for my Life ; they are innocent, and all the Reparation 
I intreat is, that you wou'd protect them from the 
Fury of the Princeſs of Achon. She then made a Sign to 
Thamar to inform the Vice Roy how Nina had ſub- 
orned Zelim. This amiable Maid obeyed her with the 
molt graceful Addreſs 7 and, without injuring the Truth, 
concealed the ſecret Motives which had made them fo 
zealous for the Preſervation of E/vira. Don 2 
N ä ard 
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heard her with Attention; and when ſhe had done 

yo g. Alas! Madam, ſaid he to the Vice-Queen, 

- they are indeed wouthy not enly of Pardon, but of Re. 

compence: permit them to remain in your Service, 

their Lives cannot any where be ſo ſecure by the Care 
I will take of yours. ? 

Wir theſe Words, he went out of the Room; and 
Thamar diſquieted for Don S:b-ftian, whom Donna 
Elvira never ſuſpected for any thing but what he 
ſeemed, entreated her to permit him to retire to the 
Few Iſaac, where he wou'd have nothing to fear ; ſhe 
conſented, but commanded him not to quit Goa, with- 
out her Order. Suxa made no other Anſwer, than a 
low Bow, and taking the advantage of the Confufion 
which the whole Palace of the Vice-Roy was in, went 
out without any notice being taken of him, and retired 
to the Houſe of the Few, where Alvarez aud Leonora 
impatiently waited for him, and the Iſſue of this Ad- 
venture. | 

Hz recounted exactly to them all the Particulars ; 
but the fight of E/wira, and the Repentance of his 
Rival, had put his Mind in fo cruel a Situation, that 
he ſcarcely thought on any other things. 

LAMA had no ſooner left Elvira, then he placed 
Guards about the Princeſs of Acbon, under the pretence 
of defending her from the Rage of the Portugueſe, on 
being informed, that ſhe had attempted to parent the 
Vice-Queen ; but, in reality, to prevent her 
any new Aſſault on E/pira, to whom he now gave the 
liberty of the whole Palace, order'd ſhe ſhou'd com- 
mand as abſolute Sovereign, and that ſhe ſhould take 
offeſlion of that Apartment which it was her Right to 
— filled ever ſince her Arrival, recalled Leonora; 
and, in fine, did every thing that cou'd be expected to 
atteſt his Penitence Shame for his Behaviour. 
Tut beautiful and virtuous Vice Queen ſeemed to 
take no other Pleaſure in her Liberty, t an becauſe it gave 
her an Opportunity of being near her Huſband, — 4 
the very next day after this Change in her Fortune ſhe 
found in bed, a violent Fever having ſucceeded his Agi- 
tations, Donna Elvira, truly le of the Pains 
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languiſhed under, and ſhutting herſelf up with him, 
—_ uitted his Bed · ſide — Moment all the time of, 
his Sickneſs. Lama teſtify'd his Gratitude by all the 
Marks of ſincere Repentance, never opening his Mouth: 
but to aſk her Forgiveneſs, and to entreat ſhe wou'd not 
hate him. Theſe kind of Diſcourſes pierced the Heart 
of the beautiful E/vira, and, in ſpite of the Repug- 
nance ſhe had to love him, gave her Duty all the Air 
of the moſt perfect Tenderneſs. The fourth Day of his 
Indiſpoſition, his Fever arrived to ſuch a height, that 
his Phyſician deſpaired of ſaving his Life z which EI 
vira was no ſooner apprized of, then ſhe burſt into a 
Torrent of unfeigned Tears; Thamar and Leonora, who 
ſeconded their dear Miſtreſs in her Aſſiduities about 
him, . ſhared alſo her Griefs ; and Sighs and Groans 
were all the Language now to be heard among them. 
Tus Vice-Roy knew by their Tears, as well as by 
what he found' in himſelf, that there was no Hope 
of his Recovery, and deſired that Leonora and Thamar 
might draw near to be Witneſſes of what he had to ſay : 
they obey d; and reſuming his Diſcourſe, Madam, faid 
he to Elvira, with a dying Voice, and pointing to a 
Caſket that ſtood near him on a Table, you will fnd-my 
laſt Will in that; but I defire you will not open ie ul 
you arrive at Liſbon, where, if you wou'd do mea Plea» 
ſure; you' ſhall promiſe me to go as ſoon as the Weather 
will permit you to make that Voyage. I commit, con- 
tinned he, the Care of this et to Leonora, with a 
ſtrict charge not to deliver it into your hands, but in 
the preſence of Don Pedro de Zuares, your Uncle ; Don 
Sebaſtian de Suza ; and thoſe others of your Friends whom 
you can conveniently ſummon together. Then he-order- 
ed Leonora to take the Caſket,” and purſued, in giving 
the Key to the Vice-Queen ; You will ſee, Madam, an 
authentic Teſtimony of the Efteem I have for 
and the Admiration you have inſpired me with; 
flatter myſelf, that my laſt Moments will you 
from remembering me with Deteſtation — e had 
perhaps ſaid more, but he found himſelf too ill, and 
dome Moments after he loſt all Knowledge, and di 
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in che Arms of E/vira, who had ſtretched them out to 
embrace him. n DR. BSH 2b | 
Tu immediately removed her from this diſmal 
Spectacle, and Thamar and Leonora carried her into her 
own Apartment, almoſt as diſconſolate as if ſhe had loſt 
what was moſt dear to her in the World ; but, in fine, 
as ſhe had loft in this Huſband a Man who had been the 
Author of all the Misfortunes of her Life, when the 
firſt Emotions of that Pity, ſo natural to all Noble Souls, 
was a little appeaſed, ſhe found Reaſons enough to miti- 
gate her Griefs. | 

Donne the Sickneſs. of Don Balthazar, the Princeſs 
of Achon ceaſed not to write to him every hour, entreat- 
ing ſhe might be itted to ſpeak to him, tho* but 
for a Moment. Leonora, however, and Thamar, to 
whom theſe Letters were delivered, ſuffered none of 
them to come to his Hand; judging it improper, 
as he had not ſpoke a Word, that teftify'd he had any 
Remembrance of her, to renew the Idea of her in his 
Tuts violent Princeſs, on the change of Don Bal- 
thaza#, and the News of his Death, attempted ſeveral 
times to deſtroy herſelf, and it was not without the ut- 
molt Care that ſhe was prevented from executing her 
deſperate Purpoſe. Donna Elvira informed of her Si- 
tuation, was influenced by her Generoſity, ſo far as 
even to ſend to conſole her, and to let her know ſhe 
was at the ſame liberty at Goa as heretofore. | 
Tuts beautiful Widow ordered the moſt magnificent 
Obſequies for her Spouſe, and when diſengaged from 
the Solemnities of the firſt Mourning,” began to think of 

witting” a Place which had afforded her fo little Satiſ- 
Raten. The Ships were now making ready. to depart 
for Loon, and ſhe was willing to go with the firſt that 
ſhou'd ſet ſail; and, therefore, made all neceſſary Prepara- 
tions for embarking :' But not having forgot the Service 
done her by the Moor Zelim, ſhe commanded T hamar 
to have him found and brought to her. This agreeable 


Slave obeyed the order with Pleaſure, and very well 


knew where to find him, he being ſtill at the Jew 
Taac's, whence he had no Thoughts of removing m 
T1 : 8 
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he ſaw what Reſolutions Donna E/uira wou'd take after 


the Death of Don Balthazar. | 
DuxinG all theſe Accidents, Leonora and Thamar were 
frequently with him, to inform him of all that paſſed. 
Alvarez and the fair Slave, ſeeing all things L. ſo 
favourable for him, adviſed him to diſcover himſelf to 
Elvira, and to make known the amorous Sebaſtian under 
the diſguiſe of the faithful Zelim; but he was better ac- 
quainted with the Nicety of EIuira's Virtue than they 
were,. and judged, that his Preſence wou'd alarm her} 
at a JunQure ſo very delicate: He, therefore, made his 
Reſpect triumph over his Love, the more to conform 
himſelf to the Sentiments of her he adored, and re- 
ſolved not ts be known to her tilt they ſhou'd arrive in 
Portugal; thinking, that, perhaps, there might be vile 
Topgues who might miſrepreſent her Character, if they 
ſhou'd find ſhe had received any Services, during her 
Huſband's Life, from the Man whom ſhe had loved be- 
fore Marriage: in ſpite, therefore, of thoſe Emotions 
which Hope and Joy inſpired in him, he reſolved to 
continue in his s ; and when Thamar came to 
call him to her, he aſſured that Slave, that he wou'd 
not utter one Word, or do one Action, that ſhou'd give 
ker room to think he was other than at preſent he pre- 
tended to be. | | 
Is this Determination, he appeared the ſecond" time 
before Elvira. This beautiful Lady, who had not till 
then had Leiſure to examine him, now thought ſhe found 
in him ſome Reſemblance of a Man, who never was 
abſent from her Thoughts: She conſidered the Moor as 
a Perſon to whom ſhe owed her Life, and that Reflec- 
tion engaged her to look with more curious Eyes, if 
there was any thing in his outward Form, which de- 
noted ſo noble and rous a Soul; but the Diſcovery - 
ſhe made was rainkl to her, ſhe ſaw indeed an Air of 
Greatneſs in his Perſon, but then it was an Air which 
brought to her mind that of Don Sebaſtian ; and the 
more ſhe looked, the more ſhe was amazed and diſ- 

queted, and Bluſhes covered her Cheeks, while a Flood 
of Softneſs overwhelm'd her. Heart. Don Sebaſtian 
all the time of this Examination, was no leſs taken 
- p 
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in contemplating her Charms; ſhe appeared ſo beau. 
ahl to him in her Sables, that he was a thouſand times 
about to throw himſelf at her feet, and to teſtify, by 
the Rxceſs of his Tranſporta, that of his Affection; but 
reflecting on the Effect it might perhaps produce, he 
conſtrained himſelf to make appear in his Eyes no more 
than the Reſpect due to his 8 The ſilence both 
the one and the other obſerved, ſomething in it ſo 
ſingular, that Thamar fearing it wou'd end in ſome- 
g-cohtrary to the Deſign of Don Sebaftiar, ap- 
proached Bluira, and rouzed her from that kind of Ex. 
taſy into which ſhe was fallen ; Madam, ſaid ſhe, Zelim 
attends your Orders. I know he does, anſwered ſhe, 
with a Sigh, which the Memory of Suza forced from 
her Zelim, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to him, 
I owe my Life to you ; I will not be ungrateful ; if you 
will follow me to Lien, it will be my Care to make 
4. happy; and as a proof of my Gratitude, take that. 
With theſe Words, ſhe plucked a Diamond of great va. 
lue from her Finger, and gave it to him; Keep that 
wel, added ſhe, as a Pled of what I will hereafter 
for you. The pretended Zelim fell on his Knees, 
and received the Favour the beſtowed on him, and 
counterfeiting a different Voice as much as he cou'd, 


_ he ſwore never to quit her; and from this time to the 


day of their Departure, not an Hour paſſed over, in 
which he did not give ſome Teſtimony of his Aſſiduity 
and Zeal to ſerve her. 

ELFIRA, who always look'd on him with Pleaſure, 
cou'd not conceal from Leonora and Thamar, the great 
Reſemblance ſhe found between his Features and thoſe 
of Don Sebaſtian : but they made flight Anſwers to her 
Obſervations, in Compliance with his Defires, to con- 
you Zelim, till a fitter Occaſion ſhou'd diſcover him to 
Tus two Confidants, without entering entirely into 
his Thoughts, did not attempt to e him to any 
thing he did not an Inclination for himſelf, be- 
ing le of his Prudence, and that he was perfectly 


acquainted with the whole Soul of Euira. Nothing re- 
matkable happening till the Time of their 4 
93s : 6 
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nor in'the Courſe of their V I will tell you only 
that both Elvira and Don/Sehaftian went on board with 
Sentiments very different frogv thoſe which had accom- 
ied them at their Landing, and that arrived 

lely at Le en; where the whole Court — y h 
formed of 1 * 2 * Don —— — e — 
Treatment wen his 8 ,t ing was 4 
on the . of — Pedro, * reſt of 
the Zuarian Family, to call him back, and oblige hint to 
ſhew Reaſon for his Action; when E vira let them 
know, there was an end, at once, of him and her Miſ- 
fortunes, by a Return which they did not expect. 

ALL Liſbon went forth to meet her, and the Joy they 
expreſs d at ſeeing her delivered from the Woes ſhe had 
endured, was a kind of Triumph for her : They con- 
ducted her to her Palace, where Donna Catherine de 
Mendoce was one of the firſt to viſit, not only through a 
__ me for herfelf, but hoping alſo to hear 

er ſome News of Don Sebaſtian, who had never wrote 
to her ſince his 3 fearing his Letters might, 
by ſome Accident, be intercepted. Don Pedro and ſhe 
renewed their Friendſhip and natural Affection for the 
Vice-Queen with all the Joy and Tenderneſs imagina- 
ble, anſwering all the Tears which the Remembrance 
of her Misfortunes made her ſhed, and joining her in 
aww oadeadbwrey} + 
Donna Catherina wou'd not preſently aſk her any 
Queſtions concerning Sax; and Donna Elvira thinkin 
her Duty forbade her to think on any Man fo ſoon aft 
the Death of her Huſband, wou'd make no mention of 
him, . tho* both had an equal impatience to hear News 
of him, But Leonora, who very much longed to fee 
the End of this Affair, reminded the fair Widow, that 
ſhe had now in preſence the Perſons before whom the 
deceaſed Don Balthazar defired his laſt Words fſhou'd 
be declared, and preſſed her to open the Caſket; ſince 
there was none wanting to be witneſs of what it ſhou'd 
contain, but Don Sebaſtian de Suzy, who might very 
well be repreſented by his Mother * 


[832]. 
& LFI1RA ſeem'd ſo defirous of - deferring it ſome 
Days longer, that Leonora was obliged to be filent j but 
What ſhe had already faid, had excited ſo great a Cu- 
rioſity in all the Kindred and Friends of E/vira, who 
were there aſſembled, that it was not poſſible for her to 
delay giving them the Satisfaction they required. Le- 
nora brought the Caſket, and, when o — they found 
it contained the moſt valuable of the Vice -Roy's Jewels, 
the Deeds of his Eſtate, and whatever he had valuable 
in the World; baut that which moſt attracted their At- 
tention, Was a Writing in his own hind, by which he 
endowed Elvira with every thing, did the utmoſt Juf. 
tice to her Virtue, confeſſed the unworthy Motives of 
his Marriage with her, his ungenerous Proſecution of 
Don Seba/tian, and his Love for X:rina ; for all which, 
he entreated Pardon of Elvira, of Don Sebaftian, and 
of Don Pedro, and declaring that his laſt Requeſt to his 
Widow was, that ſhe ſhou'd not wait till the time of 
Mourning for him was expired, but that ſhe ſhou'd give 
her Hand to his Rival, as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Liſten, 
as a Reparation for the Wrong he had done him and to 
2 his Remembrance leſs odious to thoſe he had of - 
nded. 
Tuts laſt Teſtament being read before a numerous 
Aſſembly, Evira cou'd not refrain her Tears; Donna 
Catherina bore her company in that tender Employment, 
and every one loſt the Hate they had for Lama, in ſee- 
ing the Marks of his Repentance. But the Mother of 
Suma thinking it was now a proper time to mention her 
Son, began to teſtify the Diſquiets ſhe had undergone 
in being able to hear no news of him ſince his Depar- 
ture from Goa ; and then informed Donna Z/wvire, and 
all who were preſent, of the Motives of his Voyage, 
and the time in which he embarked. 


Tuls Recital involved the Vice-Queen in a Perplexi- 


ty, which ſhe cou'd not diſſemble; the Service ſhe had 
received from the Moor Zelin, the Reſemblance be- 
tween his Features and thoſe of Don Sebaſtian, and 
the ſecret Inclination ſhe had for him, gave her a con- 
fuſed Idea of ſomething which ſhe cou'd not as yet well 
reconcile to Reaſon ; But without communicating 2 
e = [ ; U > 
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Suſpicions, ſhe ordered immediately, that the Negro 
Slave who came with her, ſhould be brought into her 
Room. Elvira having made no Anſwer to Donna Ca- 
therina's Demand concerning her Son, 'and her ſudden 
ſending for the Slave, threw that Lady into moſt terri- 
ble Fears, that ſhe ſhou'd hear ſome fatal Account from 
the Mouth of that Perſon, which the Softneſs of Elui- 
ra's Nature wou'd not permit her to reveal herſelf. 
ZELTIM preſently appear'd in the midſt of his 
Friends and Kindred, and before the Eyes of his Mo- 
ther, without any of them * him for Sebaſfian; 
but if they knew him not, they could not help admiring 
him. As he came now with an Intention to diſcover 
himſelf, he threw off that awed and timid Air which 
he had affected to deceive Elvira, and reſum'd that 
Look of Majeſty» which was natural to him. Every 
body ſpoke of him with Wonder, and faid, they had 
never beheld fo extraordinary a Black. ; | | 
Donxxa Elvira, in ſeeing him thus, began to ſtrength- 
en the Conjectures ſhe before had formed, and impatient 
to be ſatisfy' d; Zelin, ſaid ſhe, my Gratitude obliges 
me to acknowledge, before the whole World, that it is 
to your Cares I am indebted for my Life : What you 
have done for me, therefore, leaves no room to imagine 
you will ſally the Glory of ſuch good Actions, by dif- 
iſing the Motive which induced you to them. ] 
new very well, that Compaſſion was alone ſufficient to 
a generous Mind; but 1 have diſcovered ſomething, 
which makes me believe you are excited by an Intereſt 
more preſſing Declare the Truth, I conjure you, 
before this Company it is for my Glory to have 
it known. That, Madam, anſwered he, throwing him- 
ſelf at her Feet, is too dear to me, not to be defended 
at the hazard of my Life. He wou'd have continued, 
but the Sound of his Voice, which he no longer diſ- 
guiſed, was ſo well known to Donna Elvira, and Donna 
Catherina de Mondoce, that they both cry'd at the ſame 
time, Oh God ! it is Don Sebaſtian / p : 
Yes, *tis he indeed, reſumed Sebaftian, who havi 
dedicated his Life to the incom Elvira, would 
employ it no otherwiſe than in her Service. Ne- 


ver 


j-.. "L003 
Surprize was equal to that of this noble Company 
None of them woe permit him to proceed, till they 
had embraced him in their ſeveral turns, and teſtify' 
their Joy at his Safety and Return. Thamar and Leonora 
entreated him to acquaint the Vice-Queen and Donna 
Catherina with all that had paſſed ſince his Arrival from 
Gog. This beautiful Widow cou'd not reſtrain her Aſto. 
i and felt in her Heart a redoubling of all the 
Tenderneſs ſhe had bore for him: The reſpectful Con. 
duct which Suze bad obſeryed to her, never doing any 
p ing under his an" ag which might give her cauſe to 
now him, 14 * to her as great a Proof of the Per. 
fection of his Paſſion, as that of haying ſaved her Life, 
The firſt Tumults of a confuſed Jo) being over, he re. 
turned to Donna Catherina de Mendace, to whom he tel. 
tify d all that a filial Love, Duty, and Gratitude cou'd 
ire. 3 | 

fine, after ſome time was paſſed in ions, in 
Recitals, and in Teſtimonies of the higheſt Satisfaction, 
Alvarez was called in; who being furniſhed with the 


lour, Don S- 

peaf'd ſuch as he was. Donna Carberina and Don Pedro 
Elvira to execute the Will of Lama, in qu. 

Jura in a few days; but that yirtuous Lady, who pre. 

ferred Duty to all things ;elſe, would not bh prevailed 

with to. conſent, and gbliged Don Sebaftian allo not 


do xepine at this Delay of his ſo long expected Hap- 


As ſoon as the Court was inform'd of the Truth of 
this Adventure, Don Sebaftian had his Sentence of Ba- 
ni t repealed, and he was called back to Liſbon: 
They likewiſe ordain'd, that the beautiful and virtuous 
Elvira ſhou'd not attend till the End of her Mourning, 
for giving her Hand to S:ze ; willing by this, to repair, 
in ſome meaſure, the Injuſtice had been done them both, 
in favour of Don Ba/thazer. The Marriage was ſo- 
lemnized in all imaginable Pomp, and with the uni- 
verſal Applauſe of all Liſbon. Thamar was made a 
Chriſtian, and eſpouſed to 4/varex ; who both of — 
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ce for their Zeal and Fidelity, from 
the Generoſity of Don Sebaſtian and his amiable Wife. 


ſound a R 

Tus charming Elvira, in her Union with Suza, 
found, that tho Duty, conducted by Virtue alone, gave 
a high Reputation, yet Duty conducted by Love and 
Ten s, was the only Source of true Happineſs. 
Tuis Hiſto ve an exceeding Pleaſure to Lrania 
and her — which they teitified in the Praiſes 
they gave m_ ; not only that he had made choice of 
ſo elegant a Subject for their entertainment, but alſo 
for the agreeable Manner in which he had related it. 

Trey had perhaps continued their Encomiums much 
longer, had they St been interrupted by a Summons to 
Table, where Supper waited for them. They had 
ſcarcely placed themſelves, when Thelamont received 
Letters from Paris, by an Empreſs which he had ſent 
thither : As they were on a preſſing Affair, he entreat- 
ed leave of the Company to examine the Contents ; 
and found, that his Merit, his Learning, and his Birth, 
had made the Council pitch on him for filling a Poſt of 
great Honour, and required his immediate 1 the 
poſſeſſion of. He wou'd not make a Secret of it to his 
Friends, and having ſnewed them the Packet, received 
the ſincere Congratulations of all this amiable Aſſembly, 
who reſolved to depart all together the next Morning. 

As they knew this Commiſſion wou'd very much en- 
groſs Thelamumt's time, this agrecable Society judged 
they ſhou'd never re aſſemble any more in this ſweet 
Retreat; Camilla cou d not difſergble her Chagrin on 
this Subject, and ſaid a thouland pretty things on the 
occaſion. No Perſon, cry d Felicia, interrupting her, 
has ſo much reaſon to be concerned as Orophanes, fince 
this Change aboliſhes his Laws. We ſhall follow them 
wherever we go, ſaid Urania, and the Avocation of The- 
metry is not at all incompatible with Rules ſo perfectly 

le. 
2 was eaſy to ſee, however, that Urania had ſome 
Regret in quitting ſo ſoon her Retreat, but ſhe endea- 
voured to conceal it; and her Friends changing now 
their manner of Converſation, nn VIP 
wi 
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with nothing but their Departure: to prepare for which, 
they ſeparated. much more early than they were ac. 
cuſſomed ; then ſought, in the Arms of Sleep, that Re. 
pole of which they ſtood in need. All the Company 
roſe ſoon after the Sun, and having partook of a Break. 
faſt, ſerved with the ſame Elegance as the other Colla. 
tions of Urania had been, went into their Coaches, and 
bid adieu to that delightful Manſion, in which they 
had paſſed ſo many happy Days, no leſs amuling then 
ve. ) F 2” 25 4 + + #9 
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